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PREFACE 


T HE Esvub of Montaigne, winch arc at once the most 
celebrated and the most permanent of las produc- 
tions, form a magazine out of winch such wnteis as 
llama and Slutospenr did not disdain to help themselves, 
and indeed, as Hallam observes, the Frenchman’s hteran 
importance Lirgeh i Gaults fiom the shaie winch Ins muid 
had m mflucuang othrr mmds coeval ami subsequent 
But, at the 8 line tune estimating the value and rank of the 
E'-soust, we are not to leave out of the ai count the draw - 
backs and the circuinst.im es of the pei lod the imperfect 
state of education, the* cumpnratn e s« an itv of books, and 
the limited opportunities of intellectual intercourse 
Montaigne freely lajrrowed of otheus, and he has found 
men wiUiDg to buri ow of him as fieclv We need not w ondei 
at the reputation which he with seeming facility achieved 
He was, without being aware of it, the leadei of a new 
school in letters and murals His book was different fiom 
all others which wore at that date m the world It divei ted 
the ancient curu nts of thought into now channels Tt told 
its leaders with unexampled frankness, what its Writers 
Opinion was aboife men and tinngs, and threw what must 
have been a stunge kind of new light on many matters but 
daikh undei stood Above nil, the Essausfc uncased him- 
self and made his intellectual and pin steal organism public 
property He took the world into Ins confidence on all 
subjects His essays were a sort of liteiary anatom v 
whero we get a diagnosis of the wntei’s mind, made b', 
himself at different levels and under a large variety of ope- 
rating influences 
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Thu tori « f ill#** volumes is Him from the first edition 
of Cut ton s version print* 1 in 3 talr 8m. 168; 6 Jn the 
earliest impression the < rrnrs ot the press are corrected 
iwrt.lt as far is page 2 ft* of th> first volume ami all the 
» litmus f dluw one anoth r That of 1G85 0 was tlio emit 
out* vv Inch tin.* translator hud to tee He died in lt>87 
It ms considered imjierattve to currt" t Cot ton’s transla- 
tion In a cartful collation v ith the ra nor inn edition of the 
uii P JD<tl Pan« 18-'t4 4 rob 8vo or 12mo, and parallel pis- 
«igcs from Plonos e irhcr undertaliog have occasion ill' 
been instrb d at the foot of the page A “Aeklt of the Life 
of the Author is subjoined 

The besetting cm of holh Montaigne's translators uems 
to have been a propensity for reducing Ins language and 
phra«eoJogr to the language and phraseology of the age md 
countrr to which thev beloneed, and, moreover, for inserting 
parigrvphs md word' not here and there only but eon 
sfantlv atul Inbituallv from an evident desire aud view to 
elucidate or strengthen then author’s meaning The result 
has generally been unfortunate , and I hav t in the case of 
all these interpolations on Cotton's part, felt lxnmd where 
I did not cancel tlwm to throw them down into the notes, 
not tlunhing ifc ricdit that Montaigne should b» tllowed anv 
longer to stand sponsor fur what he never wrote , and re- 
luctant on the other hand, to suppre.s the intruding matter 
cntirelv, where it appeared to possess a value of >ts own 
Nor is redundancy or paraphrase the only torn of trans- 
gression in Cotton for there arc plates in his author which 
he thought proper to omit, and it is hardh necessary to «n\ 
th.it the restoration of all such matter to the te\t was con- 
sidered e'-ential to its integrity aud completeness 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF 
MONTAIGNE. 


T HE author of the EssayB was bom on the last day of 
February, 1583, at the chateau of St MioMde Montaigne 
His father, Pierre Evquem, dcuyor, was aucoeBsively first Jurat 
of the town of Bordeaux (1560), Sub-Mayor (15d6), Jurat for 
the second time m 1040, Procurtur in 1546, and at length Mayor 
from 1553 to 1656 He wns R man of austere probity, wlio bad 
“a particular regard for honour and for propriety m hie person 
and ftttno ft mighty good faith in Lib speech, and a con- 
science aud R lebgious feeling inclining to superstition, rather 
than to tbo other extreme ” 1 Pierre Eyquotn bestowed gr*at 
one r.n the education of Ins children, especially on fie ]iract)cal 
sido of it To associate closely his 6on Michel with the people, 
and attach him to those who stand in need of assistance, he 
caused him to le held at the font by persons of the m*ant:t 
position , subsequently le put him out to nurse with a poor 
villager, anil then, at a later period, made him aecmtoin LrmcJf 
to the most common sort of living, taking care, neverthe’e--, to 
cultivate ins mind, aud superintend its development without 
the exercise of undue rigour or constraint Michel, who give: 
ns iho minutest account of his earliest years, charmingly nar- 
rates how the) used to awako him by the sound of ccmeairee- 
able rniisio, tmd how ho learned Lntm, without tu&tjngtbe rod 
or shedding n tear, before begnuuDg French, thesis to the 
Qerinnu teacher whom his father hnd placed, neerhm, and who 
neier addressed him except m the language ofTn^i Cic-tv- 
The study of Greek took precedtnce At Biiy*sre e* a»e -rn-~- 
Montnigno wont to the College of Guienue a 4 Ec*ceacr.'w:"r’ 
ho had ns preceptors the most eminent tclo 1 ^ dihet-Z-~~ 
contuiv, Nicolas Grouchy, fiuerente, Mc^t, Bz-U^ 

At ihulettt ho hnd passed through all tb c^vc, srd zs s*?*' 
destined for the law he left cchool to ring" tW^rer-" 
next information that wo have ie that a I't-yibere-tr* ' 
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bis thought' jmt as they ocontrod to bun Tlioso tlion^lifa 
became a book, and tbo first draft of that book, which tv hr to 
confer immortality on tbe writer, appeared at Bordeaux in 1580 
Montaigne was then fiitv seven , lie lied tnfTfired forsome i cars 
past fiom renal colic and grave! , and it was with the necessity 
of distraction from Ills pain, and the hope of deriving rrhef from 
the waters, that he undertook at this time Ins Italian tour of 
which on UiucrntT, dictated to his secrotary, is extant, and has 
been sep irately printed 

Montaigne travelled, jnst as ho wrote, completely at his ensp, 
nod without t’io best coaslr-ir 1 , turnip, ju it as he fancied, 
from the common or ordmory roads taken bj tourists The 
good imif, the soft beds, the fino mows, attracted his notice at 
i verv point, and in Ins observations on men and things ho 
confines himself chiefly to tlio practical sido 

At Rome he at first put up at the Or^o, 1 but subseque ntly hired, 
at twenty crtfwns a month, tliree fino furnished rooms in tbo 
house of a Spaniard, who inciaditi m the<e terms fho use of 
the kitchen tire Vihnt most annojcA him m tbe Etornal Oita 
was the nuinbei of Frcucbmen he met, who all «alutod him in 
his natn e tongue , but others ise ho w as v cry comfortable, anil 
his stay extended to file months 

Sceptical ns Montaigne sliewR himself ui his books, yet dining 
his sojourn at Rome ho manifested a great regard for religion 
He solicited tlio honour of being admitted 10 kiss the foot of the 
Holy Father, Gregory XIIT , and the Pontiff exhorted linn 
alwua to continue in the devotion which he bad hitherto ex 
hibited to the Church and the service of ihe Most Christian 

mot at San Sislo a Muscovite ambassador, ihesocond 
who had come to Rome since tho pontificate of Paul III Tins 
mmiater had despatches from hit court for Venice, addressed to 
the f? i mid Gotcinoi of flit Signmj The court of Mub<ovv bml 
at that tune such limited relations with the other powerr of 
Europe, and it wnr to lmpoifect in its information, that it 
thought Venice to bo a dependency of the Holy S“e ” 

Before quitting Rome, Montaigne received his diploma of 
citi-ouship, hj which ho was greatly flattered , and after a visit 
to Tivoli he set rut for Lorotto, stopping at Ancons, Fano and 
rjibino He arrived at tlio beginning of Hoy, lSSl, at Bngno 
della V, ill n, where he established himself, in order to Iry the 


1 I"n IStl the mnmcipalit} of Rome let into the will of this 
w,j ,rble tablet commemorative of Montaigne s uat there 
ns well as of Uiv v tcipt of uvic honours 



XU “OME ACOOIAT or THE LIFE OF AfO\T\T&'<E 


The gteater par of the catns is the Journal giving tt e 
account of the ° waters and of the travel' down to Mon aignt e 
amval at the first French town on his homeward route ere in 
Itel an because he wished to exerc sc himself m that language 
The minute and consist! watchfulness of Montaigne over 
hi. health and over himself might lead one to «usp°ct that 
excco l.d fear of dca h which degenerate* into coward cc But 
was it not rather the fear of ‘he operation for the stone at tba 
hmc re&llr form i debit? 

He was “till at the waters of La Villa when oa the 7th 
Sep ember 1 j 8 !_ ho learned hr ie teT tha ht had been electa 
Mayor of Bordeaux on the Lit August preceding This mtelli 
genet made him hasten his departure and from Lucca he 
proceeded to Rome He a "am made some = as in tint eilv and 
he ‘hero received the letter of the jurats of Bordeaux not fym,. 
to him officially his election to the mnvornUy anil inviting h m 
to xolnrn as ap°ediK os po ible He left for Franc* aecom 
panted by t ouug D Esti« ac and several other gentlemen who 
ecortdhma considerable distance but none went bach to 
France with him no even his trai.lhng companion He 
pc~ °d hy Padua, Milan Mon 1 Corns and Ch&uiben thane* 
U went on to Lyons, and. tost no t’mr. m repairing to his 
chateau, after an aWncc of erenteen months and eight davs 
Tlie gentlemen of Bordeaux say* he elected me Mayor 
of their town while I was at a distance from France and far 
6om the thought of such & thing I even «A mv=elf bnt the\ 
gave me to understand that I wao vrron" m so dam- it being 
~*° the command of the king that I shonlii stand Thu is the 
let*er which Htnrv ni. wrote to him on th» occasion 

'lov’iEcr i>- JfoviAiiiSE, — Inasmuch as I hold in grea 
esteem your fidelitv and reolous devo urn to my eemee it has 
been a pleasure to me to learn that von hare been chosen mayor 
town of Bordeaux. T bare had tho agreeable dutr or 
confirming the *eIcc*ion and I did so the more vrfllmrfv seem" 
that it was made daring your distant absence wherefore it is 
mr desire and I require and command yon eir,re= Ij, 1 at von 
proceed Willmn delay to enter on the duties to which yon hare 
received BO W unite a e a li And so von will ac‘ in 3. manner 
very agreeable to uie_ while the contrary will dispies 


greatly P/avmg God M de Montaigne to Lave von 
nolv keeping J 

"Written at Parto the 2 th dav of November I08I 

He 

Y Monsieur ife Mo\t\igwf 

Anight Of mv Order Gentlenior in Ordinan of m\ 
uiiombtr b-.nij. at pr&ent ta L cme 


1 Ins 
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itfnataigiM'. in lus new employ raenf, the most important m 
flits prounco, obe\ed the axiom, that a man may not refuse a 
dull, though it absoib Ins time and attention, and e\en mvoho 
tlw sacrifice of his blood Raced between tn o extreme partial, 
Q' or on the point of getting to blows, he allowed himself in 
pi tehee whnt ho is in his bcoi, the friend of a middle and tern 
per at o policy 

tlo applied himself m an npecial manner to tlio maintenance 
of pedee between tlio two religious faolious which at that tune 
divided the town of Bordeaux , and at the end of Ins two first 
years of office Ins grateful follow citizens conferred on him (m 
1588) the mavoralty for two years more, a distinction which had 
boon enjoved, ns he tells ns only twice bofore On the expire 
tion of bin official career, after four years' duration, he could 
say fairly enough ol himself, that ho left behind lnm neither 
hatred nor cause of offence 

Tn (ho midsi ot the onres of goremmonf, Jfontaigafl found 
leisure to reuse and enlargo bis Esbsjs, which since their 
appearance in 1580 had been continually recon ingaucmenlntions 
in tlio form of additional chapters or papei a Two mole editions 
were printed in 1582 and 1587, and daring this time the 
author, while making alterations in the original text, composed 
part of the Third Booh Ho wont to l’nns to make arrange 
meats for the piihhw>»on of Jus enlnrwid Jnhonro. ami a fourth 
impression m 1588 was the rorull Ho retnamod in tlm capital 
some timo on this occasion, and it was now that ho mot 
for the first time Mademoiselle do Gournay Gifted with on 
aotno and inquiring spirit, and, above n II, possessing a so.ind 
and healthy tone of mind, Mademoiselle de Gournay had been 
carried from her childhood with that tide whioh set in with the 
sixteenth tenturv towards controversy, learning, and know- 
ledge Slo learned Lstm without » master, and when, at the 
ago^of eighteen, she accidentally became possessor of a copy of 
the Essays, she was transported with delight and admiration 

She nmtted the chateau of Gournay, to come and see him 
Wo cannot do bettor, in conueot on with this journey of 
sympathy, than to repiat the words ol Pasqmer " That \ onng 
lady, alhed to several greaVand noble famd- os «*f Pone, proposed 
to herself no other msmoge tl>m w-th her honour, swelled 
with the knowleckc gamed from good bools and, beyond "l l 
Others from the essays of M do Montaigne, who making in the 
\ ear 1588 a length coed star m the tow n of Fans, she went there 
for the pnrpose ot ioro»og ms peiwoal acquaintance , and hei 
mother, Madame de Gouinay, and herself took him back -with 
them to their Chilean, where, at two or throe different times, 
ho spent three months altogether, most welcome of unitors 
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lie wan in liis sixtieth 3 ear It was the 11MU September, 
lo<h! 

Moplaigue vras buncd near In' own house , but, a feu months 
after Iilh neeenso, ms remains wore removed to the church ot 11 
Coimuandorv ot St Antoine nt Bordeaux ' Hib monuwuit 
■was restored m 1803 bj a deacendaut It w as aeon about 1S58 
by an Lnglwb lrn\ oiler (Mi St Jolui;, ! and w as tbon iu good 
prc'nri ation 

In 1 VW Mademoiselle do Gonrnny published a new edition of 
Montaigne ’b litsax-s, and tliL brats ith tho latent omendatioUB 
of tho autlioi, from a copx prosouted to li«*r by lus Widow, and 
uimh Jm» not iwon reooxored, attbougn it 11 known to hn\o 
been in existence romo years after the dato of the impression 
made on its mithoritx 

Cold)} as Montaigne b litoraru productions appear to hnie 
been re foiled hj tnc generation unro* diati.lv succeeding Ins own 
nge, hia genius grow into pist appreciation in tho eexentceth 
otnturt, when such groat apmts arose ns La Pm ore, Moll tic, 
La roiittuuo, and Madame deStvagot “0 "exclaimed tbcChato 
laiun dos itochcre. what capita! com pain ho is, tfie dear man ( 
lie is my old fri-nd , and J»Bt for the reason that lie is so, l)o 
nlwatb seems uew Mj God ’ bow full is that booh of senso 1 ’ 
BaLncfwd that he bad camid limnnn ltason ns for und oslngh 
as it could go, both 111 politics and tu morals On tho other 
hand, Mnlcbr v’n<dio and the writers of Port Royal were against 
]n, u, tome reprehended tho Iiriutioiisntss of Ins wntiugB, 
othors their uninoU materialism, and epicureanism Eicn 
1’asqul who bad car- full} rend the. Lssm s. and gamed 110 M..all 
proht by them, did not spare hi 1 lcproacbcs. But Montaigne lias 


1 Tin Pans enrre-.TH.mlem of the “ Hath Acw-- " under date of 
the Utli Man It, l«t8h, writes - Tin reinmii- of Montaigne were 
„,i morning, removed to the \anlt of the new UmurrtU 

buildings nt ltur-li nu\ t-uernl apto-hc- wire myto, ana M do 
limns, a descendant of MonPugnt thanked 1 lie Municipal 
Coiinnl who clefru c.i tho cost of the im-nanie/it Hint itluM.ion s 
llonfelais, who nimli moo than IWnrtes um\ be regard. 1! ns tlio 
father of I ronoli pluhMipb} , hid a direct act, on on *ne wind or 
Miakeovar Victor Hugo claimed for Montaigne th« honour of 
ha'in-'led the gicatest iTnglisli po-t from the.. .ncUfr of the Italian 
school to tho grx'cr form of thought of which Hamlet i< n 
t cample Slmte-pear Im'ing no- -.c'.scd » <*>!" of Montaigne s 
r«s,a\« 1 ictor Hugo concluded that ho marked, learned, and 
iuw irdli digested them— a good modem honk bung a runty in 

Montaigne the T-viM-d," bv Bayle St lohn, JS5S 2 tola 
Ssn is one of the mod delightful Links of the kind 



THE AUTHOR TO THE REAPER 1 

Erases, then list Lae un honest Lool , at Jofh a t tie 
outset fimaxn thee that, iu tGUtrmpg tie sump, J tore 
proposed t-o imself Bo otW than t domestic and j-nVAte 
ana I kive had au toivada'vLon <itnll eithfrtntli} set 
vice oi to m\ <rWi JIt pawns jut* not cap; hie ot rut 
Buck <3ta fl Tt I La <* «J*]j < ted it to tic pdTitir&u com 
mod'*? of mt kiBsiolV atiI rnHU'l* 3 ^ b-nni; lost 
m (wluih thet must do shwrth) thev rmu therein 
lecover some tods ot my conditions and humours, and lu 
that meins preserve more irjnl*> and won* lute like, the 
fainwMgo they Inui of me Hint mv intention been to 
ieet the if or Id 'a in our I should with hire .tdorvd 
m veil with liouvaed Witns I desirr therein to be 
mewed Y* I appeal m anus wn Roiwime, sunple, and Wi 
nan maimer, without slndr and artifice for if 1 ? mrself I 
pavnt fifi deficts«ue tlnrem to be rt vd to thu bfe, mid 
mi inip'rf^tiuLs Riti m natural frn«, so hr as jmLLa 
Jrroreiice bth jurnutted ni° if I JiAd lived auiontf those 
intiuna winch (tliPV sir n pf dv ell under the EWctt libi rt\ of 
aatu e'& primitive laws, Ir‘Hircili« I would luo'.t willingly 
liriTc inrnted im self quit* iu2\ and quite naW Thus, 
re-tdei mi seif rtm the matter />! iflr boh i li‘ re s no 
won +l’ra sliouldst implov thv leisure abut bo fmoloos 
and \auia wbjpjt Therefore fiu ewell 

F 'V VosnmM, Tm, \o% 

1 0 tint ted 1)1 Cotton , . 

• pa m the edition of tSJa , tbe ihfw of 15S3 IirS JJtti Jdut, 

its* 
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BOOK ms FIRST 


CHAPTER 1 

THAT UPS llT l AftJOtJS WATS AHltn L YT TRr SYWE £UD 

T HE most usual w a , of appeasing the indignation of 
sink as t'u have .ins w.n offended, tihroi we s< e them 
in possesion ot the fiower of irvenge, and find that wc 
•ihsotukh !'*• «t their tnenv, is In submission, to more 
them to mununeration .uid jutj . and vet bmrcrj, con- 
stant! aud resolution, faoweui quite contrary means, have 
sometimes served to produce the same effect 1 
Edward, Prince of Wales <tlu tnimewho so long governed 
our Chilean, a }>t rsonnge who<e condition ami fortune 
haie in them a Kru.it deal ot the most notable and most 
considerable puts of gmiduu) having been highly in- 
unsed In llio Limonsins nud taking then citv ly assault, 
was not, "either l»j the irius ot the people, or the prateis 
,m cl tcius of the women and children, abandoned to 
slaughter and prost rate at Ills feet for nwicy, to be sfajed 
from prosecuting h« revenge, till, point in ting further 
into the town, he at last took notice of three French 
gentlemen/ who with incredible bravery, alone sustained 

' 1 bn,* i union begun, thus " 1 lie most v so ill warn to nmo^e 
tljO'-o tu'ite nee b lie nDlmlud, wliui revenge he^ in their Imn.!e, 
and that we stand at then mfrcie is b\ suWnr*M*n to movothun 
lo eoimui‘'Oratio’i nnd piti Neuerthelea^ corn igo, uon^aneie, 
and re-olutiwj (me ms nltogotln’r opposite) hai c '-ouietimes wrought 

*'*■ Thctuvere John de t llletnur, Hugh de laEoehe, and Roger 
de ltaiufort - FrOiss yrt, i e. 2S9 
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th« whole rower of lus victorious annr Then it was that 
consideration anl respect unto so remarkable a val>ur fim 
stopped the torrent of his fun and that his element?, 
beziomnz with ihe^e three cavaliers was afterwards ex 
tailed to all the rejuaimn_ inhabitants of the citv 

Scanderhez Prince of Epirus pursuing one of hi* 
solliere with f urpa e to kill him the solher having in 
va n tried bv all th“ wav* of hnmihtv and supplication to 
appeas" him resolve 1 as his last refugA to face about an! 
await him sword in han 1 which behaviour of ha. gave a 
fuddenstor to h«" captain b fun who for seeing him assume 
50 notable a re-oiation r o-ived him into grace an ex 
ample however that might suffer another interpretation 
with 6U f h a bare no real of the prodigious force and 
valour of that prince 

Th“ Emperor Cnnra 1 III having besieged Guelph Duke 
o c Bavnrw would nut be prevaiL-d upon what mean ana 
unmanly «a isfacbona soever w. re tendered to him to con 
descend to miller conditirns than that the ladiei and 
gentler omen onli who were in th» town with the dnlt nrajit. 
go out without violation of thtir honour on foot and with 
so much onlv as the? could cam about them ^Thereupon 
th°v out of migaammitv of heart presently contrived to 
cam out upon their shoulders their hu=l anl = and did 
dren anl the dule himself a sight at which the emperor 
waa go ) lea oj that ran h^I with the genern*it’ of the 
ac ion h- w<*pt for jov anl immeJiatdr extinguishing in 
his heart the mortal and capital hatrfd he had c nceivcl 
a«am~t till-* duke he from that turn. forward treated him 
and his with all bnnu Jitv The one and the other of (here 
two wav woul I with great facihtv work upon mv nature 
for I have t marvellous propensitv to merev and raildno s 
anl to su h a decree that I fanev of the two I c hould 
E-voner surrender mv anger to compa'tiou than to c'leein 
Anl vet [ itv is reputed a voce amonzst the Star vuo 
will that n *uc uur tie afBiUed but no! that we *hould 
b“ affer t*-d with th^ir *ufferjDc,= as to suffer with them 
I conceived the e example nnt ill fenittd t > the- gnc-tion m 
h*-nd and th® rather beams** therein we oh -rve the e 


TnllW in Tt einsberg L ppc-r Bai ; 
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great souls assaulted and tried by the^e two ‘xtxeral ways, 
to resist the one without relenting, and to be ‘.hook and 
subjected In, tlie other It ma\ be true tliat tn suffer a 
mm’s heart to he totally subdued In companion mar be 
imputed fauhtr, effeminacy and oxer-tenderness , whence 
it tomes to pass that the weaker natures, .is of women, 
children, and the common sort of people aie the most 
subject to it , but ,Mcr haring resisted ami disdained the 
power of groans and tears, to Meld to tlm sole loxejence of 
the sacred mince of Valour, this itd be no other than the 
effect of n strong -»nd inffrabfe soul enamw’red of «nd 


honouring masculine nnd obstinate. fourngc Keiertlioless, 
astonishment und admiration maj, in less generous xnmds, 
beget a lik* effert witness the people ot The Los, who, 
having put two of thru generals upon trial fo) their lixes. 
for lming continued in inns berond the pieuse term of 
thou commission, \ era hardlv pardoned Pelopidas, who, 
bowing vmdei the weight of so dangerous an accusation, 
made no manner of defence for himself, not produced 
other arguments than prayers aud siipphcntions j whereas, 
on the contran , Epmnuondns falling to recount ranc- 
mloouentb the exploits he h,id performed m then service, 
and, after a haughtx and arrogant manner lcproaching 
them with ingratitude aud injustice they had not the 
heart to proceed .lux further in bis trial but bioke up the 
court and deputed, the whole assemble highh commend- 
ing the high courage of this personage 
Dionysius the elder after having. In a tedious siege and 
through exceeding great difficulties, taken the citi of 
Reggio and in it the gorerooi Phjton. a xer> gallant man, 
who had made so obstinate a defence, was i evolved to 
mako liun a tragical example ot his levrnge m order 
whereunto ho first told him, “That he had the dax before 
caused his son aud all his kindred to be drowned Jo 
which Phyton leturned no other answei but tiro 
thei were then bx one dax happiei than he Attei which, 
causing him to be stripped, and dehxcrmg him into the 
hands of the tormentors, he was, bx them not only dragged 
through the streets of the town, and most ignominiously 


x phitarcli, Hoxv fxr a Mftft TO) praise Hunselt, i 5 
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and cruellx whipped but; moreover wilkficd with most 
bitter and contumelious language ret still lie maintained 
his courage entire all the way with a strong voice and 
undaunted countenance proclaiming the honourable and 
glinous cause of his death natnelv for that he w ould not 
debrer up Jns country into the hands of a trrant at the 
same time denouncing ag unst him a speech chastisement 
tram the offended gods At which Dionysius reading in. 
his soldiers loo! s that instead of 1 wing m reused at the 
Inuglitn language of thiscoaqueied enemi to the contempt 
of their captain and lus tnumph thty were not only 
struck with admiration of so rare a virtue but moreover 
inclined to mutiny and were even ready to rescue the 
prisoner out of the hangmans hands he caused the 
torturing to cease and afterwards pnvaU.lv caused luin 
to be thrown into the sea 

Man (in good earn°stj is a man ellous vaui fickle and 
unstable subject and on whom it is ven hard to form any 
certain and uniform judgment For Poroper could pai 
don the whole city of the Mamertme? though funonsh 
incensed agamet it upon the single account of the virtue 
and magnanimity of oue uU/eu, Zeno who took the fault 
of the public wholly upon himself neither entreated other 
favour but alone to undergo the punishment lor all and 
yet S>lla& host hnwng in the city of Perugia 3 manifested 
the some virtue obtained nothing l<y it either for himi>elf 
or bis fellow citizens 

And directlv contrary to my first examples the bravest 
of all men and who was reputed 'o (jracious to all tho«fi 
he overi.ame Alesmder liaving after many great diffi 
cutties forced the city of Gaza and entering found Betis 
vho commanded there and of whoMj valour in the time of 
this siege he had most marvellous manifest proof alone 
forsaken Lv all has soldiers lus armour backed and hewed 
to pieces covered aE over with blood and wounds and jet 
still fighting m the crowd of a number of Macedonians who 
were laying on bun on all sides he said to him nettled at 
so dear bought a victory (for m addition to the othei 

1 Died Sic mx 20 

a Piutarch calls Jiim Stheoo and n]«n Stliemans and Sflienis 

5 Plutarch six Prtiie^U. s to vn of Latium 
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damage, lie had two wounds newly reeciv ed in Ins own 
person), “Thou sbnlt uot the, Betib, as thou dost intend, be 
sine tliou blialt suftci all the torments that can be inflicted 
on a t apt no ’’ To which menace the other returning no 
otliei ,in<*yy»r but only a fierce end disdainful look, 
“ What," sa\s Ak-x mder, obsemug Ins hanghtr and 
obstinate stknce, “ is ht too stiff to be ml a kure 1 Is lie 
too proml to utter oue suppliant word' Truly, I will 
conquer this silence nnd it I uinnot foue a word fiom 
his mouth T will at least, extract a gioau fiom his heart ” 
And theieupon imnntiog Ins angei into fury, piesenth 
commanded his lun Is to lie bond thiongb, ( nusing bun, 
aln e, to bo (hugged, m inglej and dismembered at a t. irt’b 
tail 1 IV as it that the height of louragc was so natural 
and fnuuliar to this umqucror that lies. vuse lie could not 
admit e, lit u spirted it the less - Or was it that he ton 
cened v ahuu to lie i v irtue so pciuliar to hnnself, that his 
pride could not, without cum, enduie it iu anothei * 
Oi was it that the natural imjHjtuositj of hie fur\ was 
incapable of iqipoMtiou r Cirtaiuh , bad it hero capable of 
moderation, it i» to Is btheicd that m the wiek and desola- 
tion of Thebes, to see so mam valuut men, lost nnd totally 
destitute of am fuitlicr defence cruelly massncicd befoie 
his 03 ts, would bate appeased it where there weie above 
six thousand put to the sword of whom not one was seeu 
to fly, or heard to cry out for quarter, but, on the con- 
trary, even ouc running hcic nnd tlieie to seek out and to 
provoke the notorious enemy to help them to an honoui- 
able end Not on> was seen who, howiypr weakened with 
wounds, did not in his last gasp yet cndcavom to leieuge 
himself, and with all the arms of a brave despoil to 
sweeten liib own death in the d< nth of an enemy I ct did 
their valour create 110 pit\, nnd the length of oue dnv wis 
not enough tn satiate the thirst of the conqueror's revenge, 
but the slaughter continued to the last drop of blood that 
was capable of Ving shed, and stopped not till it met with 
none but unarmed prisons, old men, women and children, 
of them to carry away to the number of thirty thousand 
slaves 

1 Quintus Cnrtius, n 6 TIus act of crueltv has been doubted, 
notwithstanding the statement of Curtins 
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No man living is more free from this passion than I, rrho 
yet neither like it m myself nor admire it in others, and 
yet generally the world, as a settled thing, is pleased to 
grace it with a particular esteem, clothing theiewith wisdom 
virtue, and conscience Foohsh and sordid guise 1 1 The 
Italians have more fitly baptized by this name 3 malignity , 
for 'tis a quabty always hurtful, always idle and vam , and 
as being cowardly, mean, and base, it is by the Stoics 
express) v and particularlv forbidden to their sages 

But the story 3 bays that Psammemtus. Ring of Egypt, 
being defeated and taken pnsouer by Cambyses, Rang of 
Persia, seeing his own daughter pass by him a & prisoner, 
and in a wretched habit, with a bucket to draw water, 
though Ins friends about him were so concerned ai to hi oak 
out into tears and lamentations, yet he himself remained 
unmoved, without uttering a word, hie eyes fixed upon the 
ground, and seeing moreover lus son immediately after 
led to execution, still maintained the same, countenance; 
till spring at, last one of his domestic and familiar fnenda 
dragged away amongst the eaptn es, he fell to tearing his 
hair and beating his breast, with all the other extravagan- 
ces of extreme sorrow 

A stoi > that may very fitly he coupled with another of 
the same kind of recent date, of a pnnee of our own nation, 
who being at Trent and having nea s there brought him of 
the death of his elder brother, a brother on whom depended 
the whole support and honour of his house, and soon after 
of that of a younger brother, the seeond hope of his family, 
and having withstood these two assaults with an exemplary 

1 “ ho man 1? more free from this pis«ion than T, for I neither 
lore nor repaid it albeit the world hath \ndertaken, an it were 
vpoo covenant, to grace it with a particular favour Therewith 
they adoroe age, vertue, and conscience Oh foolish and base or 
nament ' Fco&io, 1613, p 3 

2 T»a Tmlezza. * Herodotus in 14 
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rt solution , otio of his servants happening n fuv dai' after 
to i 3 i* ■ he suffered Im ron*lnDi.r to Iv oieroow In this J i<t 
at fid*, nt, and, puling with fctb courage, so al) indent'd him- 

self to sorrow. nnd mourning thit some from ilmia ve ro 
forward to i outbid.' thir ho was onU tmiJiod to the quick 
In this Jast itfolt of fortune , hut in truth if was that 
hem? before brimful ol pnef the Infl addition oierilowtj 
the liounds of all pation'v Wlm.li I tlunk might -dsn lie 
fikI of the forniei example did not the '-tors pnmd to tell 
tis that Cam fwv>-. asking P« uuinnutiii. “ W hr, not hems 
mined at the < ilamitv of hi' m>» and dnught er, lie cliould 
■with so ?r< it unpatieni e l>o ir the misfortune of li is fi n mV" ” 
“It is," answered he kiansi onh tins Inst .ifllu tu.n was 
to lw xit,iuifi*s o*l hr tills, tin (an first fir i v-eeding all 
maimer of eitm '“ion ’ 

And, jKiadrt mure wnnetlmnc like this might In veiling 
in the turns ot the nnuent painter.' who bn mi* in the 
M< ntice of Iphuruun to ripn.ki.nt the soirow of the assist, 
ants proportion il«li to the *cu*ral degrees nf iutr rt‘t cio i 
ouo hnd 111 the ileifli of this fair mmuentMigtn and Lai nip 
m (he other /ig«r,«, hiti •» t to the i« tmest powir <»£ Jus 
art, when he iatm to that of her father lie drew linn with 
i v t"J ofej lus fai e jura hid? 1 herein that no kind of roun- 
tontuue was eatable of paprefsing With a degico of sonow 
V > Inch is » 1 mi tin reason whv the j<oets feign the miserable 
ui other Kiols* hii-np find Inst v icu sons, ami then af'ei 
wards nsma'ii dnighleis f overwhelmed with her losses), to 
lx at lust transformed into a rock — 

" J)jryan«e nihln, 

therein to oppress that mi'lnucholu, dumb and deaf etujir- 
f action, which krjumbs JI our hcult'es, n Lea upf rested 
with accidents gw iter than we an. able to bear And, 
indeed, the nolente and impression of an excessive grief 
must of nccessit) astonish fli<? will, nod w hell ] deprive ht;r 
of her cuhuaw f imcf i^us as it happens to even one of us 
v ha upon am sudden alarm uf v<rj ill news find oursehoi 
surprised, stupefied, and in u m inner deprned of all power 
of motion, so that the soul kgmmog to vent melt in terns 


3 P'"j» mv, ip 
mi-furtnnt^"— Ol it>, Htf , <n. 


104 
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and lamentations seems to fiee and diseniragc itself from 
the sudden oppression, and to have obtained some 100m to 
•work itself out at greater liberty 

“ Et m n\ tandem \oci lasata dolore cst ” 1 

In thewar that Ferdinand made upon tie widow of King 
John of Hungary, about Buda a mail at-armswasparUeu- 
larty taken notice of by every one for lus singular gallant 
beliavioui' iu a certain encounter, and, mikuoini, highly 
commended, and lamented, being left dead upon the place 
but by none so much as bv Raisciac, a German lord, who 
was infimteh enamoured ot so rare a valour The body 
being brought off, and the count, with the common cunosity 
coming to M'-w it, the armour was no sooner taken off hut 
ho immediately buev lnm to he his own son, a thing that 
added a second blow to the compassion of all tho beholders , 
only lie without uttenng a word, or turning nvaj hi* erne 
from the woeful object, stood fixedly contemplating the 
bode of his son till the vehement^ of sorrow having over- 
come bis. vital spirits made him cm I down clone dead to 
the ground 

" ( In puo ilir com' egli orde, t in picciol tnoio, * 

sat the Innamoratos, whon llitj would represent an in- 
supportable passion, 

*' Mweru ijurxl cmnes 
brunt censu= nnln Nani nniaJ t< 
ieslitt, n-pcu, mini e-.( super mt, 
yuod loqiinr aincns 
I in prm, sed torji^t lcnai3 mb arts? 

I lamrnn rlimannt , *onitu cuojite 
Tmniiint antes gcimna tr/untur 
J Tiniinn nocte. ‘ 


1 “And at length an I with difficulty m a pa^ age 
ftncf mr word* — /Tnrut, M I’ll 

‘llm bo ran < xpre— in word? the ardour n) fn« hr 
bit! live tocxire'-— Pimiici ‘'cnnclto 117 

' I>jh dupn'cc me of oil m\ fiuultK-, f c-lua \\1 
lb? jr*-cnco I hate not left the power to till im 
jn* ion nis tmi^nc Iicrome? torpid a culillc fianic ere. 

«h tinjjp hi deafness tn\ cio- arc i 

a i us ^ ]' to , b •> 


opened hj 


di'lviip-c 
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K, ,0,01 n ,t „, 11,0 1, P,5lil ™a crcoloo fun of 0>c fit 

tint we are m n rrmdition to jk>ui out ©in complaints oi 
our aiuonnisinr^nsinni tlio *onl home at that time over- 
In, oil, mil, mid W »„™,= '• 

hoi, domtul and K,OT„0„nu with (louro, .mil tl.oim |* 

L, rillK , „,o.oo,l Ik,™ o' lulootol „„l»tcuu,' I® 1 

sehiStVif rote.,.,1 and ■IW'to.l or, Iml m.dcofo 
' Onrt liwpsliHiunntur ine«U<s«tni>cnt 

A. wrpnbo „f (•" " k "‘“ “ £ ’“ 

tlio same oiTitt — 

« i ( W c con-pout \rniintciu, i t Troyv emnm 

i r Tionim ludi who died tor 
Bwcl^ the e ' ,l "*}; l ‘' 1u f in J,i fiom the aofe.it uf Cmirne, 
in\ to see her wn T VTfin t,' who died at 

lot , and of Thai tin t . , .i ccr pcd m lus favour 

k tam tl'O a™*" “ „f ?' * Loo X vlio. 

upon nun of tli> tibioc . oosultlonon ouoss of y" 
nideotlr OMnol. «“ “ fj ’“J fcra m ,l d,cil ’ And for 

^offtor^W.' of 

1 Tlip e,l,„ou of ll^luol' 110 ’ “An wade, it not unknown lo 


(11 self 


, ilt gnef-wuispesk .Uq. sorrows 


e dumb ’-S>rNrcv, 


~t , r < i. vi cm i , „ un(li «hipef»etion, 

\Vhui oil, Wh, Id ■■ ™ Sroo, , 1»W' • 


the Projai 
cinlv 1 * down, at«l after 


:;CsSs!i- 

■to,” ,T si d» j p”” 1 ^ J;r,te *»' tta“« S,’" 

Eta) ■»* " « ”, Z S^Sk rrrni 

Sf’ii £ iSJS J*"” 1 ™ 1 ■* 


tint Diony iiiv . 
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it is recorded by the ancients * that Diodorus the dialectician 
died upon the spot out of an extreme passion of shame for 
not having been at le in his own school and m the presence 
of a great auditory to disengage himself from a nice argu 
ment that was propounded to him I for my part am v ery 
little subject to these violent passions , I am naturally of a 
stubboi a apprehension which also by reasoning I every 
day hai den aud fortify 


CHAPTER EH 

THAT OCR AFFECTIONS CARET THEMSELVES BETONH DS 

Such as accuse mankind of the folly of gaping after future 
things and advise us to make our benefit of those which 
are present and to set up our rest upon them as having 
no grasp upon that which is to come even less than that 
which we have upon what is past have hit upon the most 
universal of human errors if that may be called an eiror 
to which nature herself has disposed us m order to the 
continuation of her own work prepossessing us amongst 
several others with this deceiving imagination as being 
more jealous of our action than afraid of our knowledge 
We aie never present with but al wavs beyond ourselves 
fear desire hope still push us on towards the future 
depriving us in the meantime of the sense and considera- 
tion of that which is to amuse us with the thought of what 
shall he even when we shall be no more 1 * Calamitosus 
est animus futon annus 3 

We find this great precept often repeated m Plato Do 
thine on a work and know thyself Of winch two pat ts 
both the one and the other generally comprehend our whole 
duty and do each of them m like manner involve the other 

1 hnj 1 1 aiiprti 

“ Itoinwean Emile Iivtcii 

- MhI anxious alwat the future unlappj — SENECA 
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for who "Bill do his otm -svork might vpII find that in® first 
Jo -son is to hum nhaf h<? t* «u>l that winch. is proper to 
himself > mid who light 1\ un (tersHnds himsclt will lieur 
mistake another man's vroilv for Iiib own, Irat -nit lom end 
uaproie Imindf alioie all other things will Ivfncp snper.- 
fiwou s etnylomeiit-' nnd n.jut .ill unprofitnNi thoughts 
ami jimpiTtiotv. As foiii, on tin’ out side, tiiouuii it 
should ctijos nil it diMie imuW notniUi-toiulm,? peverhc 

coil tent, so, on tin othei, wi'doiu, aoqweM.iujr m the present, 
is niter Ep-cnnu <l'ij»enses ins 

l a?ps from .ill foresight nnd ciue of the future 
Anioi'iM tlii^e i in', tint i oI«t ** to the dead, I look upon 
flmt to lx \m wniml In whu.li tin actions of ponces art 
to lx> esnnwni tl ifi« s 1 urd*-* 21ii>v an* < quids mth 
if iiotntriatersot tl i Inwa.n.rd, thiixfm, nhatju'-tice could 
not mflut upon their jieisonN ’ti» uivt reamm thould In 
executed upon then npututiom and the eatah s ol tlieir 
ftticccssoi-'— tlmics that in oiUn tulue aluu life i1«elf 
’iisaeustoinof singul u aduntneetotho'-r inmilnesTvheie 
it is m tree, find hr ill e™*l pome 1 ' f«» > t dr ucd whnhtn 
re \soii to take It ill, t hilt tin uiemor.iB oi the w u 1 i»d should 
Jlp ii^ij ti "Vlil »«r* v| il T£y£iflft ifjljj tJlPll ovjv 

M*e o'v*. subjection and oliehonu to all Mil kirn’s whether 
Rood c.i bid nlil i fffl that \m r.«}.erl onto iher office 
hit ns to esteem nnd nffuflon the-- mo onlr dnr to thou 
virtue J*t Ilf, grant to pollut'd goi eimnent to endure 
them with pat. «. nre Wev cr unw.-rtln , to conceal then 
vires, anil to .iiMit th'mwrth our re oiutni’Ed.'ilKrtt m tin ir 
indifferent actions, whilst their nuUtunh stands in need of 
our support Cut, the relahou of pnuce sp« »»?K 

ouci It IVU end tin re u- no reason «c should dem the 
exincssion of om uni ©piwu- to «ut ouu hbeilv nnu 
com won nis'uo, and eipera illv to interdict to stood subjects 
the Rlori of fcmns ie crentU aud fmlMuIh sened a 
pnnee whose miprfe- tions seen. to thin i well Utowr 

this -were to clepme jmstonti of a useful e' nmple AjbQ 
Midi as. oat nt respect to bOme potato obligation. unjU'Ui 
eswen s i ’nnd i m dial t et hememoTr of a faulti prince doping, 
right at the expense of puhhc justue I>» V <foes verj triui 


1 Ci corn Tn«e Qua » 5i» ' I s 


•* Ihixt Sic., i 0 
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sa\ That the language of men bred up in court? is always 

full of v Lin ostentation and false testimony ei ery one in 
differently magnifying his own master and stretching Ins 
r nnncndation to the utmost extent of virtue and sovereign 
_,randuir Some may condemn the freedom of those two 
■*ol her? who so roundly answered Nero to his beard the 
ime being isled by linn why he bore linn ill tall ? X 
lored thee answered he whilst thouwert worthy of it 
but since thou art become a parricide an incendiary a 
player and a coachman I liatc thee as tliou dost deserve 
And the other why he should attempt to kill hm p 
Because said he I could think of no other remedy 
against thy perpetual mischiefs Bat the public and 
unit orsul testimonies Ihul were given of him after Ins death 
(and so will be to all posterity both of him and all other 
wicked princes like him) of his l nannies and abominable 
deportment who of a sound judgment can repi ore them p 
X am scandalized that in so sacred a government as that 
oftheLdCfdffiiuouiftns there should be mixed so hypocritical 
a ceremony at the interment of their kings w here all their 
coufcderitcs and neighbours nnd all sorts and degrees of 
men and women as well as their slaves cut and slashed 
then- foreheads m to! en of sorrow repeating in their cries 
and laiuen ations that that king Oct him hare been as 
wicked ns the fiord) was the best that, evei they had 3 by 
this means attributing to his quality the prase that, only 
belongs to merit and that of right is due to supreme desert 
though lodged in the lowest and most inferior subject 
Aristotle who will still have a hand meveiything m ales 
a q wre upon fcl e saving of Solon that none can be said to 
be happy until he be dead whether then he who has 
lived and died recording to his heart & desire if he Imre left 
an ill repute behind him and that his posterity be miserable 
can be said to be happv ■* VPhils t w e has e life and motion 
we convey ourselves by fancy and pre occupation whither 
and to wl at we please but once out of being we have no 
more any manner of communication with that winch is and 
it had therefore been better said In Solon that man is 
never happv 5«.cause never so till after he is no more 

-IS Tactic Anna! \y 6 3 Hrind -j. 6S 
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' j\ rtuhutus e »iH «4> *olht, B t i icift 
5?® f nc, t ec=e 6,11 fjnuWim RUper inscius in e, 
Jfec removet satis a projuwi i ori'otc -e»» et. 
* uulicat 


Bertrand de Glesquin, dying at the siege of the Cast 1 b of 
•nagdoa, ne.ii an to Pui in Aincigur, the h. siz-ireJ «rn* 
afterwards, upon Riimudcr enjoined to ln\ down the hi vr 
of the plate upon the corpse ol the dead genm \1 Bartho- 
lomew d'Ah l.vno the T enetiau Cncml, Lapp, nnig to dio in 
tJie semce of the Republic iu Brrs u .i,at,.I fm corpse bung 
to lie earned through the territoiv of Veimia m enenn’s 
countrT most ot the aimy w.re c.t opinion to nem md -iife- 
conductfrom the Veioncst butTheoduro Tn\ ukio opposed 
the motion, rather choosing to make his wot hr forc°-cf 
anns, and to tun the biaud ol .1 Wttl°, suvnig it was In no 
meous fit that he u lio in lug life was nerei atm ill ot In', 
enemies should senn to appiebeuil them when lit wni dead 
In truth, ia affaiJs ot the -unie -ature, It f’e G’-eek Jaws, 
he -who made suit to an enemy for a body to gut it buwl 
i enounced lus Mitoi\ and had no moie riirlit to erect a 
tiophy and he to whom such suit was made ms reputed 
victor Be tins Ute in* it u«s that Ninas lost theaeh.ant igc 
he had i lsihK ohtamed o\ci the Cm mt limns and that 
Aqi.sil.uis on the > on ti.ni,. insured that h. h id before verj 
douhtfulli gamed ovei tlie Boeotians 
These things might, aj.pe.tr stnnge had if not hi ru i 
geneial pnetiu. m all a-es not oiih to e'tend the conctrn 
of Dm sell ec beyond this hfe, but moreoiei, to faucj that 
the faioui of Hc.ueu dues uot onh reir Dtteii a-comp mi 
us to the ' ra, e, but has also, even nftei hfe, a concern fjr 
°W ashes Of which there ore so mniy ancient evimples 
(to Mil nothing of those, of out own observation ) tlmt it ls 
not neceesuy I should longci insist upon if Edw ml I 
Eiug of Enghuid, ha nag id the long wa * 5 hetwirt him amt 


‘ Scareth one mnn can, men in dvns, wholly detach hnn-tlf 
froni the idea or hfe . in hi- i^nonoce he must need jiototv that 
there is in Inn. something that wrviieahmi, and earn ot -ulhc>entl> 
"tparvte or eiujineij'tte mni«elf tron. ) i* />Hv=tnite ( area 


CucrLTit. . 

Plutarch, Lilt ofJuuns, 


Lift of AgwnlniK, i 
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Poliert King of Scotland had experience of how great 
importune Ins own immediate presence uas to th p success 
of Ins affairs having ever been -nctrnous m whatever he 
undertook in his own person when lie came to die hound 
his son m n solemn oath that si soon as he should lie 
deal h p should hoil bis bodr till the He h parted from the 
bone-> ind hurr the flesh re'ernng the bones to cam 
continuallv with him m his annv so often as he should 
he obliged to go against the Scots as if destim had 
inevitably attache I victory even to his remains John 
7isea the same who in vindication of Widiffe s heretics 
troubled the Bohemian Ftate left ord^r that ihev should 
flay him after bis death and of Jus skm make a drum to 
cam in tht var ag-un^t his enemies fancying it uould 
contribute to the contmuation of the successes lie had 
always o! tamed in the war against them In like manner 
cerUu-i of the Indians in their battles with the Spaniards 
carried vitb them the Imnes of one of thecr captains m 
cousideratiou of tlie victories tke> had formerly obtained 
under his conduct knd other jeople of the same 2s cir 
Worll carrv about with them m their wars the relics of 
valiant men who have died in battle to incite the r courage 
and advance their fortune Of which examples the femfc 
re erve nothing for tho tomb but the reputation tier have 
acquired be tbeir former achiev ements but the l e attribute 
to them i certain present anil active power 

The proceeding of Captain Bavard is of a better compo 
sition who finding himself wounded to de.ith with a 
liarquehuse 'hot and being nnjiortimed to retire out of the 
fight male answer that he would not begin at the lost gasp 
to turn Ins back to the enemy and accordingly still 
fought on till feeling bim=elf too faint and no longer able 
to sit his hor c he commanded his steward to set him 
down at the foot of a tree, but so that he nught die -with 
his fact towards the enemy which he did 

I must Tet add another example equally remarhal le 
for the present consideration with any of the former The 
Biupeior Maximilian great-grandfather to the now King 
Bhihf v-iia a prince endowed throughout with great and 


Phil p IL of Spam. 
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estraohlman qualities and amongst the rest with a mu 
ptilai be-Jitj of pevsois l, ut Wd wWlml a } lUmow r 
contrary to that of other princes who for the despatch of 
their most important affair* convert thoir close stool into a 
chair of State, which was. that he wonbi never permit any 
of Ins bedchamber, how famihni soever, to see him m that 
posture, and would steal aside to make wafer as religiously 
a* a virgin sin to discover either to Ins plivsu.ua or any 
other uhomsoevei those part that we ire uuistomed t<> 
conceal I mvsclf, who have so lmpurlent a w.i\ of talking, 
am, nevertheless. nntutaHv so modest this wav.tnat unless 
attlie importunity of ncoessitv 01 pleusmo I siaretlv evei 
commumcvto to the sight of am eithei those parts or 
actions that custom orders ns to conceal wherein I buffer 


more constraint than I conceive is ven tuJI 1 ecnmwe a 
man especially of my profession But he nourished fhia 
modest humour to such a degree of superstition as to give 
express orders m his Inst will that thev should put him ou 
drawers so soon as he should he dead to which, iuethinl.s, 
ho would have done well to have added that he should he 
blindfolded, too, that put them on The ch irg« that Cv rus 
loft with his chiMrvn, tint neither they , o ur <tnr orfiei, 
should alher see or touch his bodv after the soul was 
departed from it 1 I attribute to soni" siipeivtitiom Jeu>. 
tion of Ins , tor both his historinu and himself, amongst 
then great qualities strewed the whole cmnse of their 
lives with a singular respect and reverene, to ichgion 
I was by no means pleased with a storv told me by a 
niau of reiv gie.it quality, of a relation of nunc, and one 
who had given a ury good account of himself 1 nth ra 
peace and wai that, coming to die in a v err old age, of 
excessive pant of the stone, he spent the la*t IioUis of his 
life in an extraordinary solicitude about or dor mg the 


honour ind ceremony of his funeral, presume nil the men 


of condition who came to see him to engage their word to 
attend him to lus grave , importuning this vert prince, who 
came to visit him at his last gasp, with a most tamest 
supplication that he would OTder his fnmilv to be there 
and presenting hi fore him several reasons and examples to 


1 Xenophon, Ovrop , 
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prove tat t vz« a re-pea da to a man of In condition 
gad '-emc-d o di* tonten harta" obtained thi Tromi e 
and appr int^d he method and order of In= funeral parade 
I have eld m beard of 0 pendent varniv 

Another th-ra«»h eon rarv euro -it v (of which «m<ni 
lan-v ale I 1« a w<int dom-^c example) teem* to ly> 
« ,une‘ r hat abra v this tha a man ball end'— I he 1 rain c 
at the l'l moment of hu life to contrive hi oh qni" 
o o particular ’nd nnuruat a parnmoQ' a= of one serran 
nth «. Ian on I »e h « humour commended and the 
aop* intmen of iL-r u_ Emlra 1 >j du who forbade hr 
b l To to he "ttr - upon hn> hear-'* even the common cere 
innn e jn cl* p n sn h ore as ons 1 Is it re! terepran -e 
and fru<rah o « ud *rp°i 2 -e and idea, or of rfucb he 
u e and fcno'-J d<re are impreepdoh* to il here 

an *_sv _nd th p reiormadon If nlrae ion —ere at all 
n ce ary n thi ea I honld b- of opinion that n bi 
_ »n a 1 ! o -r ac ion« o e hie each person ehonld reirolate 
the ni er axordimr to hi fo^unc and the philosopher 
h com Tilco lv ordered his fn'-ols to lipo " <f hi bodv 
who he «houl 1 tiunl mo*l fi an 1 a to h fanera 1 to 
order i n* b r «o <anv*rflnou nor ioo mean For mv 
jar* I houl 1 rhollr refer tnc ordering «* thi <*r n war 
to cu om md ball when Jie time mu a -orJ d lr 
fcare i o ) r d -re on to rho-c* lot l eh^il f 11 to do 
jn 1 t la offi t Tv u h c loc s e t contemn -id m 
n h n a r ’I •*ndu in nn~n nJ vzs a l»h 
janne o ant Cnr’jo fun n fonlto ojultursc 
pomj ei q n uni mam «nn n or n obit, a quan 
val m*r*nornm Wh 1 mad* * rite ^n-rer 
Cn o v-b - th hour o e li ieatb asled limbo-le 
-roall 1 nnHi Ho- iouvD a i he It 1 er to 
ir> mm ’1 l» vono the pre ni at-ou thi af ; 1 
1 on] i l m f mp c-J, a th*' ova ost » t i* 1 * on of 

I F, I ’•In l Th'y I rtc 4 
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this kind, to imitate those who in then lifetime entertam 
themselves with tlie ceremony and honours of their own 
obsequn s beforehand, and aie pleaded mtli beholding 
thou own dead countenance m inarbb H ipjn ore tlier 
who can imtifr their senses by mseusibilitr and live In 
their di jth 1 

I am ready- to conceive an inipkcabte'hatred. against 
nil popular clomimtion, though I think it the most natural 
and equitable of all so oit as I call to mind the inhuman 
injustice o£ the ]>*ople of Athens, who without remission 
or once vouchsafing: to heir w hit they had to «=av for tbem- 
sehes, put to death their brave captains new It returned 
triumphant from ,i uai.il nctorv thc*r had obtained ovei 
the jAcedieuiomans near the Argmusian Isles the most 
bloody and obstinate engagement that ever the Greeks 
fnuidit at «eit, In muse (after tin viuon) tliev followed 
up the blow and pursued tin odv int.igos presented to 
them lu the rule of war, ratliei than star to "at her up 
mid hurv their dead -find the e\tf ution is v«t rendered 
inoie odious l»v the bthnvinm <»f Dioniodou who heimr 
one of the condemned, and i mai of most emimnt virtue 
political and nulitnrv, atter liavmft h. irj the ccnt.Hu e, 
advancing to speak, no audnnee till then harms been 
allowed instead of laying bofnio thorn his own cause or 
the impietv of so cruel a sentence onh espicssed 1 solicit 
tndc for hi;, judges' preseivatnm lie&oecbnig the nods to 
convert this seutemt to their good, and pi-aviug that, for 
neglecting to fulfil the tows which he and his companions 
had m.i'b (with which he also nr quamted them_) m itckuow- 
ledgincnt uf so glonous n success they might not draw 
down the indignation of the gods upon them , and so 
without more wools went coumgoouslv to his death 1 

‘Foituue a few jears after, punished them m the same 
Lind , fm Clmhnus, ciptam-gcneral of their naval forces 
hit nog got tlie better of Pollts, Admiral of Sparta at the 
Isle of Navos, totallv lost the fiuits of Ins victory one of 
veil great import men to their affairs, in oi der not t<» incur 
tlic danger of this example, and so that he should not lose 
a few bodies of bis dead friends that weie floating in the 


1 Diod fcic , vrn 31 
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«ea gave opportimitv to a world o c living enemies to -ail 
a wav m «afctv -who attenvards made them pay dear for 
■fin.' unreasonable superstition — 

QtLen. quo jaccas po t obitmn loco’ 

Quo non nata jacent- 

Tin 6 other restores the «en=e of repose to a Lodv without 
a e oul Xeque 'cpnltrum quo reapiatnr habeat portum 
corpons ubi remissa humana vita corpus requiescafc a 
malts * As nature demonstrates to us that several de id 
hm"c retain vet an occult relation to life nine changes 
its flavour and complexion in cellars according to pie 
chancres and seasons of the vine from whence it came nnd 
the fle«h of vemsou alters its condition in the povrdenne 
tub and its taste according to the laws of the living fle»b 
of its land, as it. is said. 

/ 

/ 


CHAPTER IV 


THAT THE SO Cl DI C CSAPGES HEP PlVVIOVS ETON FALSE 
OBJECTS VEEEE THE TECE AEE WAV TING 

A oettlejiav 1 of rav countrv marvclloa=lv tormented 
with the gout being importuned bv bis physicians total h 
tv ab« am from all manner of *-alt meat' was wont pli'a 
santla to rcplv that in the extremitv of his fit» he imi't 
n^eds have 'om' thing to quarrel with and tliat railing at 

1 Do 1 o h vl cm tl on 1 alt lie when iLa 1’ TV1 ere tl liters 

cot Ik m h» tl at never Ivin,. Jia 1 ’- < >fveci 7 ton H ro \\ "SO 

‘ V let him liaie a =ej>ulehre n herein I «* n at be reef nel a 

1 aa m r ! i l»wis -wlttrc Jvm,. „one that Iwh nm re. t free 1 
fro it oc " — t' VII ap Cicfi O T - i Li 

5 V Uentl'n ?n o; our ewee Iingla jPctTotlej. 1 * * * 5 * t !v n,. 
in tend -oiKitel I; Ju Phv man. to I a r oil manner I ait 
in'- e- - o- wont to an wer jleosantlv that wj cn tic ftt** r 
pati.c n tl o beast, tool® 1 m 1 e vaald li.au mneWl . t 
<1 n tit itl aid t it train an 1 cur'in n v again t Lol i 
a *Ve an f m t ra*- far In - am t d< i »at fongu* an 1 
mi -i-ofl-tk d lumnl <i«r t — FfOJio Mil p 0 
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uni] inir-ang, one while the Bologna sausages, and another 
the dried tongues and the hams was wine mitigation to Ins 
pain But, m good earnest as the arm when it is advanced 
to stnkc, if it miss the Wow ■ mid goes hr the mud. it pains 
115, and as also that, to male n pleasant prospect the 
sight should not be lost nnd dilated in \ague air, hut have 
some hound und object to limit and circumscribe it at a 
reasonable distance, 

*' Yenlti* lit nnnttit i in', ni«i robore dcnsT 
Oecnrrtut hi I' e, spatio dilTusus muni 

So it seems flint the soul being transported and discom- 
posed. turns its violence upon itself, if not supplied with 
somethin!; to oppose it, and therefore always iwjnnxs uu 
object at which to aim and whereon t<> act Plntu eh *■ ivs 1 * * * * * 
of those who are delighted with little dogs aud luonlei s, 
lint the amorous part that is m us., for want of i Iotritiniate 
object rather than lie idle, does after that manner forge 
ami create om false anil fmolous And we see that the 
soul in its passions, uu lines ratliei to dm cue itself, by 
ereatiug a false and fantastical subject, even contrail to 
its own belief, thnu not to hare something to work upon 
After tins manner luute Iwists direct then fun to fall 
upon the stone or w cajun that has Inn l them and with 
their teeth > vsn Canute uvt*ag*' upon tliemschc» for the 
iiijun they lme lecomdfiom another 

" I’nnnom- hand abler pn«t uuiun si i wr urm, 

Cm jnenluni pnrm Ivins ament mt Int-ena 
Sc mint in minus, tehmiqucnnln revcptuin 
JmpUll, ct veuim fujpentem cin-ail ln-ram ” ’ 

tVhat erases of the imsidaentures lint befall us do wc 
not invent J what is it tlmt wc do not lai the fault to, 
right or wrong that we mat lia\c something to quarrel 
with 9 It !■= not those beautiful tiesses ion tem nor IS it 
the white bosom that m voui anger i on so unmercifully 


1 11 A»» i mb low tlicir force nnd arc (li'i*r'eil in rinpfi 'pare 

when not confined hi den'c wood- ’ — Ltc v\, m 8h2 

J T.ifo «f Pendes, nt the lajaniuiiB 

• “As flic hear, wade Iiereer hi the wonud from the M luan ' 

tlmngliurioj <!nrt, t«rn- i omul upon the wound, nml attacking the 

received 'pear, contorts it, v' 'he Hit' Ll C\X, 1 1 230 
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oeat that with an unlock v bullet hare slam Tour beloved 
brother ijuarod with something else Litt spealonu of 
tlie Kuinaa jruiv ul Spam «ats that for the loas of the 
two Irythera their great captains Flere omnes repente 
et offeneare eaj ita Tis a common practice And the 

philosopher Bioa mud plea 0 j.ntiy of tlic long who bv 
handfuls pulled his hair off his head for «orror Does 
this man think that baldness is a remedy for grief ? 3 
'W ho has not seen peevish gamesters chew anrl swallow the 
<rard= and swallow the dice in revenge for the loss of their 
runner 5 Series whipped the sea and wrote a challenge 
to Jlount Atho-. Ovrus emplovcd a whole army several 
dav» at work to revenge hrmsdf of the nver Gvndas for 
the fright it hal put him into id passing over it and 
Caligula demolished a verv beautiful palace for the plea 
sure his mother had once enjoved theie 

I remember there ttas a stair current when I was a liov 
that one of our neighbouring kings having received i 
blow f-om ihe hand of God swore he uould be reven 'ed 
and in order to it ma le proclamation that for ten rear 
to come no one shoull prat to Him or <;& much as mention 
Hun throughout his dominion*; or so far ns his authority 
went boheve in Him br which flicv meant to naiut not «o 
■much the follv a*- the ratnglorv of ihe nation of which this 
■tale was t >Jd Thev are vices that altars go together hut 
in truth such actions as these have in them still more of 
preaumj ti n than want of wit Augustus Ca)°ar having 
been to sed with a tempest at sea fell to defrmg Iveptune 
and tn the pomp of the Cireensnu names to be reven ed 
depo edhi3 statue from the pUec it hid amongst the other 
-deities T\ herein he was still less ewaj=able tJian the 
former and Jess than he ' r as afterwards when bavinc lost 
a battle under Qnintihus Varuv m Gprrranv in rage an I 
-do-3 pair he went runosog hi' head amiinst the wall erring 


P 1 1 n an 1 Cneia V: p o 
Thcv all at on re v ept anl tore tt cir 1 air — I n 
rccro Tur in. 20 

1 1 lea urc— unle s jJstnr were on?inalk a im.pT 
jin r-— m i t lie here tinier rood ironrallv inr ti e Y c 
in vhieh =1 e 1 a I been lrnpn-on? 1 — Sf\ec 1 Df Ira i. 
5 1 r I atilt \lfon*o \I of Cistilf 
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out, "O VarnB 1 2 give me back m? legions'” for these 
e\eef d all folly, forasmuch as impiety is joined therewith, 
invading God Himself, or at least Fortune, os if she had. 
ears that weie subject to 0111 batteries . like the Thracians, 
irho when it thunders 01 lightens, fall to slicotmg against 
heaven with Titanmn vengeance, as if b? flight® of anows 
thej intended to bnng God to reason Though the ancient 
poet in Plutarch tells us — 

“ Point nc fant corn-oncer tuiv allures, 

11 no lew chaolt de unite® no3 di nitre? ” 1 

But -we can nevei enough decry the disorderly sallies of 
mu minds 


CHAPTER Y 

WHETHER THE GO? EKNOR OF A PLACE BESIEGED OUGHT 
HIMSELF TO GO OUT TO PARLEY 

Quirtu*. Marchis the Roman legato in the war against 
Pcrsius, Ring of Macedon to gain time wherein to rein- 
force Lis arm? , sot on foot some overtures of aeiomniodn- 
tion with winch tne king being lulled asleep, concluded a. 
truce for some days, by tine means giung W mem,} 
opportunity and hisure'to leeruit Ins foues which was 
aftei wards the occasion of tlic king’s final ruiu Yet the 
eldei senatois, mindful of their forefathers' manners, con- 
demned this proceeding as degenerating from their ancient 
pnetno winch, they said, was to fight by valour and not 
by artifice, aurpi ibcs, and night-encounters , neither by 
pretended flight nor unexpected rallies to overcome their 
enemies , never milking war till haring first ptocLunied it, 
and very often assigned hoth the hour and pint e of battle. 
Out of this geueious, principle it was thit the? dchvered 
up to Pyrrhus Ins treacherous pin sician, and to the 

1 “ We must not trouble the *rnd® ?nth onr affair® , the, take no 
heed of mir angci-s and dispute®. — Plltafcii 

2 Liv?, \l»i 37 ? 
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Etrurian* th^ir di-Ioval *■' hoolniu*-t*-r Tins wo.’- ind> * 1 a 
IPiolnr trnlv Rnmaii aud nMluntr illifd to tb<* &rt< lan 
snbth *v u ir to tb>* Punic tun must where it was reput* <1 n 
<1 1 ~i cion to o.prtome in force than In fraud 
D> it nui nt for a n* cd, i uf lie onlv ronf'*--*'* him 1 ' It 
osariotm who know- ho 15 neither subdued In policy nor 
misadventure, Imt bv dint of valjur, man to man, m a fair 
and ju»t war It verv r<l! ip[“-irs !> the di c cour'c <»f 
thoeo _> >ol oil senator- that tins Sm ‘-entente vra a not yet 
rerf-i.el linoB^st til'll— 

IW«i an virtu*. qn* m Iio»t“ rejmnt * 1 

The \<haians tars Pohluus’ abhorred all manner of 
double e] oalin^ in war m.t refuting it a victory unless 
where the courage of the enomv wa= fairlv mlwhied 
"Earn vir sam tus tt «apcn= *ciel verum t «e victoriam 
qua, lalva fide et Integra dumitate, | arabitur ’ • -ay-, 
another 

“\ ome eht, nnme, reginrc hern, qnuhe lent ion virtute cv 
I^naninr " 

In the 1 ingdoin of 'female- among=t tho e nations winch 
we so broadly call birhamn- they have a e.mtom never to 
commence war till it be Br=t proclaimed , addin" withal cn 
ample declaration of what means thev have to 'do it with 
with what and how many men, what ammunition-, and 
v hat both offensive and defensive, arm but abo that 
being done, if their cnemifc. do not mold and come to an. 
airreemeu t they conceive it lawful to cmplor without 
rep r oach in th^r wars any means which mat help theta to 
conquer 

The ancient Florentines wen* c o far from =ceknur to 
obtain an v a Ivantacr over their cnemie- bv -urpn-e that 
th<-y alway s wave *h n m i month’s warmne before th'y drew 

1 “"What imtmra wtmher Irv- vdonr or bv -truta e em ic ow 
com' die '•neniv ’ ” — sEnnJ u 590 


‘ A.n hono-r and " nan will acknowledge that onlv t 
V - t' ''"fZ.ZSl- 1 **>» « imton of f„. o» 

f honour — FLOft, , U 

'Wlretl.. J, I ] r "! or, liar ‘hall lioppon Ir; i 

detenwin-tr ralijuP - VJ oica-ti^ tlCEFO x> t 0jH- j. ]2 
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iliuu nuns into tho field, In the coutimial tolling of a. hull 
tlios called Maitmelln * 

Nor wlwt concerns oursclses, who ru e not ho snupulous 
in tins affair nnd who attribute the linnom of the wni to 
him. who has the piotvt of it ,ji>1 «1m> nft».r In sawder ' sis , 
" Where tlio lion’s *daii is too short wo must oho it out with 
a hit from that of thofov, ’ the nw^t usual osuisiotis of 
surprise aie dented flora this pi.utKO, and we hold tlmt 
ilwro me no moments wheiem it chief ought to ho moio 
oucnnis]ioct nnd to linio lus it*' so uuuli at tvnleli, ns 
these of |},ii lets nndtie.ihcu of itiiummodafviu., and it is, 
theioCoie, become a gonoul rule nmuiigat the nuutial men 
«>E these lnt to 1 times, that a gosemoi ot « plate ucvei 
ought, in a, time of siege, to go out to pailu Tt w is loi 
this that in oui fnthcio’ du.w the Sngneuis de Tifontnioril 
and do 1’AsMgui, dt fending Housuu ’ against the Count do 
Nassau, moio to luglils consul ed But set, ,is to this, it 
would he I'lUis.ihle in tint goteinoi who, going out, should, 
not Withstanding, do it m Bixh munuci flint tho *.if.t\ nnd 
ndtantiigo bhouldboou Ins side, fin Count Guido di Ban- 
gone did at Reggio (if wo me to bolus e Bolins, foi 
Guieoiuidmi bis s it wis he himself) when the Sugiioui 
de l'E'Cut appionchod lo ptulcs, who stepped so little 
tvs is from Ins fort, that a ihscndei happening m the 
into an of pailei not onlj Monaicm do I’Eacut and Ins 
pait> who veio adsamed srith lnm, found themselves h\ 
nuieli tho weahci, insomuch that Alosciudio de Ihisulcio 
wa« theio slam, hut ho himself was constrained, a* tho 
safest waj, to follow the count, nnd, i els nig upon Ins 
lwiunu, to secure himself fioiu tho danger ot the shot 
STitlnn the walls oE tho town 

Einneiics, hemg chut up m tliccih of Borahs Antigouus, 
mid hs luni mipoi timed to > omo out to spent, with linn, ns 
lie '.out. him svord it sins fit lie should to a greitei nimi than 
lnmsolt, nnd one who had now an ndsmitngo osci him, re* 
turned this no! vie aimsa ‘‘Tell him,” said ho, “that I 
shall lies ei Ihiuh mis man grealoi thnmmKoh whilst I has o 
mj saoid in ms hand,” and would not consent to conic out 

1 After ht Martin J riulnreh in 

5 Pont u Morns.'!! 
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to him till first atordtug to his own demand Anti ..onus 
had delivered him his own no] hew PtolomcuR in hostage 1 

Au l vet «• line have dent vtn axil in going out iu { erson 
to parley on the wont of the assailant witness Renrv de 
A jus a oav liter of Cbainpign who being Iv sieged hv the 
Lnuhsh in the Castle of Commerce and Bartholomew de 
Bruues who commanded at the leaguer having so sapped 
the gre*atf<t j art of the castle without that nothing re 
mained hut 'fitting fire to the props to bun the besieged 
under tilt ruins he requested the said Henrj to come out 
to speak with him for his own good which lie did with 
three more in company and Ins nun being made apparent 
to him lie ci>iu**i\cd luni'elf siugularlv oblicetL to hi* 
enenir to whose discretion he and hi s gammon surrendered 
themselves and fire being pre«enth applied to the mine 
the props no sooner began to fail ! ut the caoflt was im 
mediately blown up from rf« foundations no one stone 
being loft upon another 

I could and do with great fneihtv relv upon the Faith 
of another but I *hould rerr unwilbngh do it in such a 
ca«e as it should thereby be judged that it was rather an 
effect of my despair and want of courage than voluntarily 
anl out of co>ifidence and security in the faith of him with 
whom I had to do 


CHAPTER YT 

THAT THE HOI7P OF PAELET IS T>A\ GEPOES 

I sew notwithstanding lately at Musndan a place not 
far from mv house that tho«e who were dm eu out thence 
I>e our arm v uid others of their party lughli complmned 
of treacben for that during a treaty of accommodation 
and in the very interim that their deputies were treating 
they were strip n=ed and cut to pieces a thing that perad 
renturt. m another age might have had some colour of 

1 Plutarch Life oi Enmene= c 3 Vaewfeii 
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foul pla\ , but, as I lave just said, tie jaactre of f>Mas 212 
these days is quite anothei thing, and there is now no 
confidence in an encmt excusable till Hie tieatvis finally 
sealed , and exon then the conqueror has enough to do to 
keep his -word so hazardous a thing it is to intrust the 
observation of the faith a man has engaged to a town that 
sunendeia upon easy and fayourablc conditions, to the 
licence of 1 nctonous aimi , and to give the soldier fiee 
entrance into it jn the heat of Wood 
Lucius jEuutnu Kegillus the Boman puctoi, having lost 
Ins time in attempting to take the utr of Phoctoa 
£01 ce hr nason of the smgulai idiom wherewith the 
inhabitants defended themselves conditioned at last, to 
recen e them as friends to the people of Borne, and to enter 
the town as into a confederate citv, without any mnmier 
ot hostility, of which lie give them nil awinmp, but 
haung, for tlie Greater pomp, brought his whole .umv 111 
with bun, it was no more in his powei, with all tho'cn- 
deavoiu ho <ould use, to restrain his people so that, 
avarice and revenge trampling undei foot both his 
antfirinti and all mihturv discipline, 11c tnorc saw a con- 
siderable pirt of thr citi sacked and 1 mred lefore h's 
face 

Ckomenes was wont to sat "that what mischief soever 
a mm could do his tneniv in time of wn was nLo\e 
justice, and nothing accountable to it 111 the sight of gods 
and men” And so having concluded a truce with those 
of Argos for seven dais, the third night after, lie fell upon 
them when tlici were ill lamed in sleep, and put them to 
the swotd alleging that thme had no nights been men- 
tioned in the truce , but the gods punished this subtle 
perfidy 

In a time of parley also, and while the citizens were 
relying upon their safely wirrout, the citv of C.ujlimim 
was taken by surprise aud that even in the age of the 
jxistest captains and the most perfect Boann military 
discipline for it is not said that it is not lawful for us, in 
time and place, to make advantage of our enemies’ w ant cf 
understanding ns well as their want of coinage 

And, doubtless, war has naturally manr privileges that 
appear reasonable area to the prejudice of reason And 
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therefor* 1 here the rale f nl« Xeramem i-l acere nt ex tU* 
nu; predetnr inccitia Put I am asfonnJit 1 it the 
tTmt hi ert- allowed hr Xcnojhon in Midi cists an 1 tint 
l tli 1 j pro 'ft and I*} the example of «cuml exrloitcof 
ltts rnm| lot/ enijternr , an nut liar of on f^r* it mithoriti I 
confess in those iff nrs is lying in In 1 - cun y < rson both a 
preat captain and i philosopher of the lir->t form of 
Socrates disciples ml jet I cannot consent to such a 
measure of h<cnce as he dispenses in all thing-, n l places 
Jlonyeur d Aul ignv bcaicginir Cajmi and plauti ,f a 
f unous l a tt timpanist it SipnorFabncio Colonua toumor 
of the town hanne from a hacfiou begun to paries and his 
soldiers in the meantime l>cinp a little nu re rcmir-s m their 
guard our people entered 11 k* j lace at unawares and put 
them all to the sword And of later memory at Itot 
Signor Juhano Pomero having plajcdtlnt part of a non o 
to f.o out to parks with the constable at 3ns return found 
his place talon But that we might not escape scot free 
the 21 irquess of Pescara having laid siege to Genoa where 
Duke Octavmno Fregosi commanded under our protection 
and the articles betwixt them Itemg =o far adi ancerl that 
it was looked upon as a done thing and upon the {mint to 
he concluded the Spaniards in the meantime has me shp{ cd 
in made use of this treachery as an absolute aiclorv And 
since at Lignr in Borrois where the Ccunt de fericnn- 
commanded the emperor haring m his own person be- 
leaguered that place and Bert! erilh the said count s 
lieuten mt gom, out to parley whilst he was capitulating 
the town was taken 

Tu il a incer »eraprc moi laudabil «*>«a 

\ in vast o per for tuna o per uigcguo 

sav thev B it the j hilosoplier Chrvsippus was of another 
opinion wherein I dso concur for he w as used to say that 
those who run a race ought to employ all the force thev 
have in what thev are about and to run as fast as thev 
can hut that rt is by no means fair in them to lav anv 

° nc •Vnrfa prea upon another « folia Cict.ro Dc 

\ ietorj k ner a oitha of prii-t i hether obtained by a alour 
rlywidon Crtosto -ct 1 * 
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hand upon their acber^aiy to stop him, nor to set a leg 
before lum to till on him do* n 1 And jet more generous, 
iv, is the nnswer of that ere it Alewnder to Pohjwrcou, \\ ho 
was persuading lum to take the advantage of the night’s 
oh scanty to fait upon Darius " B\ no means," end lie , 
“ it is not for such a m.m as I am to steil a ' ictorj , ‘ 31 do 
mo fortuiuc pecnite.it, qiuiui utterin' pude.it ’ 1,3 

" Atijuc idem fii*.icnlein hand <st dignnttw Uroden 
Sumcre, ny* j*ett c <iuiu «Krc e.iiq«d» v Minus 
(limns aiUcrviMjUB meurnt. ‘•equu nrour 
* Contuht, tiaud turto mehor, bid fortihus amiu 3 


CHAPTER VII 

THAT THE INTFVTIOJ. IS JCDGE OF OUP ACTIOlvS 

’Tis a saving, ‘ That death dis< barges us of all our obliga- 
tions ” I know some who have taken it ui auolhei seuse 
Henn VII. King of England, articled with Don Philip, 
son to Maximilian the Einpeior. or I to place lum moro 
liommralih ) fnthu to tho Empcior Charles V, that, tlio 
said Philip should debur up the Duke of SuSolk of the 
White Rose. Ins eneim , irho a as fled into the Dow Countries, 
into Ins bauds, uhnh Philip actorJinglj did, but upon 
eondihou, ncieitluless that Henry should attempt uotluug 
against the life of tlio 1 aid duke , tint coining 1o die the 
king m his last will inmmnnded Ins son to put him to death 
immediate lj aftei his decease And, lately , ui the tiagcd; 
that the Duke ol \ha presented to us m tLereisonsofthe 
Counts Horn and Egmont at Biussels, 1 there were vers 
remarkable passages, aud one amongst tin* test, that Count 

* Cicero, Do Offlc , m 10 , , , , , 

3 “ I had rather complain of ill fortune than be sslinmed oi vu 

H^ibisiwUirt'lo uilofTOrodcs ns he fled, or with the darted 
•ijiear to give him tv wound unseen , but ni ertahmg him, lie ron 
fronted him, face to fact, and encountered mac to nuvn snpenor, 
not is stratagem but m \ alivut nrms ” — /Eltutf, \ 712 

4 Decapitated 4tli June, 15Gb 
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Egmont (upon the ^cunty ol whose "word an«l faith Count 
Horn had come and sunendered himself to the Duke of 
Alva) earnestly entreated that ho uuglrt firet mount the 
scaffold to the end that death might disengage bun from 
the obligation he hal passed to the other In which case 
me tli inks death did not acquit the former of his promise 
and that the bseond was discharged from it without dung 
We cannot be bound beyond what we are able to perform 
by reason that effect and performance are not at all m our 
power and. that indeed we are masters of nothing hut the 
will in which by necessity all the rules and "hole dutj of 
mankind are founded and established therefore Count 
Egmont conceiving his soul and will indebted to his 
promise although he hal not the power to make it good 
had. do ibtle.« been absolved of Uis duty even though he 
bad outlived the other hut the King of England wilfully 
and t remeditatel] breaking his faith was no more to be 
excused for deferring the execution of his infidelity till 
after his death than Herodotus s mason who having in 
■nolably during the tune of bis life kept the secret of the 
treasure oi the King of E 0 ipt Ins master at his death 
discovered it to his children 

1 have taken notice of several m mv time who convicted 
by their consciences of unjustly detaining the goods of 
another lia.se endeavoured to make tmenas by their will 
and aEter then decease but they had as good <lo nothing 
as either m taking so much time in so pressing an affair or 
ui going about to remedy a wrong with so little dissatistac 
tion or injury to themselves lhev owe over and above 
something of their own and bv how much their payment 
is more strict and incommodious to themselves bv so iuulJi 
is their restitution more just and meritorious i’emteucy 
requires penalty but th«v yet d« worse than these who 
reserve the declaration of a mortal animosity ug'unst then 
neighbour to the last gasp having concealed it during thmr 
hfe wherein they manifest little i egard of their own honour 
irritating the party offended m their mem on and less to 
their con'science not having the power even out of resj ert 
to death itself to make their malice die with them bat 


Herod u 121 
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extending the life of (lieu haired even bovond their own 
"Unjust judges who defer judgment to a time vrhei em tliev 
can linve no knowledge of the cause 1 For nn pm t, I shall 
tike care, if I can, that nn death discover nothing that mj 
life lias not first and opeuh deviated 


CHAPTER VIII 

OF 1DLJVLS& 

As we see Nome grounds tlio.1 have long lain idle and uu* 
tilled, when grown uch and fertile In rest to nbmmd with 
and spend tlu.ii urtnc in tliu jmidiict of lnmunenble sorts 
of Weuls and wild her Its tint are unprofitable, and that to 
make, them perfoim then l iue office we ire to cultivate nnd 
prep.no them for Midi npuU us ai< pioja’r for our sumo , 
and us wc* sec women 1h.it without knowledge of huu, do 
sometimes of themselves hung forth inanimate and loimlcss 
lumps of flesh, but that to < iu-e a liatuul and jierfut 
generation thee are to he huslnnded with .luothu kind of 
seed, cion so it is with minds, wludi if not applied to 
some cei tain studv Hint niui h\ uul u strain them ruu into 
i thousand extravagances, < toriialli roving licio and there 
in the vague ci]inusi> <>f tin i ntaj'i nation— 

“ Sirntnipn trrmnhini lnhn« nln lumen slicin', 
holi ri [icrNi“-um, nut nul unit i- 1111 ijime hum 
Umnia )Hru>lit it Inti lorn janujiu sub Miras 
I rigitur, Huinmtqne font UijUinnn. t<v-ti ” 1 

— m which wild ngitatmu tlieic is no folia , nor idli fancy 
tlicj do not light upon — 

“ V tint a gn Nnmnin, ' uiia. 

Finguntui sjxcics 1 ' ‘ 

* “An when on braren ants of watir the ti< mUirur beams nf 
light reflected from the sun, or from tlio ini igc of the i admit moon, 
swift h float oier iserj place nronm! Rtid now arc ilnrtut up on 
high, ami strike tin. ceilings of the lot ts loof ” — sEnad, \ m i -2 
■> * As sick, incus tli cunts, creating vou> phantasm' — Holt, 
Dc Arte Puctica, 7 
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The soul that has no established arm loses itself for, as 
it is said — 

f^uioquia uliique habitat Mtwrme, nusquam habitat 
W 1 on I Intel) lctircd to m\ own house with a resolution 
as mm li 'is possibly I could to avoid all manner of concern 
in affairs and to spend in privacy and repose the little 
remainder of time I hare to live I fancied I conld not 
more oblige my mind than to suffer it at full leisure to 
pntertdin and divert itself which I now hoped it might 
henceforth do as being by time become more settled and 
mature , hut I find — 

‘ 1 (mam semper Jant otia mentem 7 
that quite oontrarv it is hie a. horse that has broke from 
hi& niW who voluntarily runs into a much more violent 
career than any horseman would put him to and creates 
me 60 many chimeras and fanta<tic monsters one upon 
another without order or design that the better at leisme 
to contemplate their strangeness and absurdity I have 
begun to commit them to writing hoping 10 time to m ike 
it ashamed of itself 


CHAPTER IX 

OF XIAR8 

Tuner is not v man living whom it would so little become 
to speak from memorj as tujbelf for I have scarcely anj at 
all, and do not think that the world has another so marvel 
lously treacherous as mine flly other faculties are all suffi 
ciently ordinary and mean , hut in this I think myself very 
rare and singular and deserving to he thought famous 
Besides the natural inconvenience I suffer bj it (for certes 
the netessarj use of memory considered Plato had reason 

1 He who lues everywhere lues nowhere — Waftth vn 73 
3 I enure ever creates v ined tl ongl t —I Lett i 704 
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when lie called it i gie.it and powerful goddess), m my 
(onutrF, when they svonld say a dips Bis bo &cn*c, they 
saj, aucli a one has no memory , ,iml when I complain of 
the defect of mine, they do not believe me, and ri prove me, 
as though I accused myself for a fool * not discerning the 
diffcience Ittwrvfc memory and understanding, which is to 
make matters still worse foi m» But they do me wrong, 
for excellence, rather, d.nlj shows us, on the contran , that 
a btiong uieinmy is comnionlv coupled with infirm judg- 
ment Thej do me, moreover (who am bO peifaf in nothing 
as in friendship), i great wrong in this, that tiny niiil.e the 
came words which nuns* my infirmity , represent me for 
an ungrateful person, tliev hnng my affections into ques- 
tion upon the account of my memory, and from a natural 
impel faction, male oat a defect of consi’cnce ‘Helm 
forgot" says one “this request, or tint promise, he no 
more renumbers Ins friends , lie has foreot to say Oi do, or 
couie.il such and am h a thing for my sake ’ And truly, 
Iim apt enough to foiget many things, but to neglect any- 
thing my fiicnd Ins given me in charge, [ neier do it 
And it should be enough inethinks that I fed the misery 
and inconvenience of it,'w it limit In and mg m with malice, 
a yac so contrary to mi h amour 

Howevci, I derive tin sc comforts tTom my infirmity 
first, that it n an eyfi fiom whnlt prim ip. illy I have 
found reason to correct a worse, that would easilv enough 
lmo grown upon mo namely, ambition, the defect hem* 
intolerable 'n those who like upon them public aftmrs 
That as several hLe eximplcs m the piocreis of niture 
demolish ste to us she has fortified me m iny other 
faculties propoitionaol) a' she his left nu* imfunnsh’-'l 
m tins I should otherwise have beeu apt implicitly to hat* 
icnosed my mind and judgment upon the bsne report of 
other men, Without evci setting them to vvOik Upon their 
own force, had the inventions and opinions of others her n 
creT present nJh me hr the benefit of xncinorv That 
by this means I am not so talkative for the nngizme 
of the memory is ever better furnished with matter tinui 
that of the invention Had mine been faithful to me 1 
had ere this deafened all mv friends with mj babble, the 
rulijects themselves arousing and stirring vip the little 



fee* ndlr tljftt In this m vn° I ibe L 6 run tul* r the 
injun « 1 haw ret iwl iu“inmirh tbit -is tin indent 
«!ii] I shoal 1 hart i n^g^tcr of injun - »rn proraj t« r 
as I> mus nhn Hut bt might not forest the oflvni ht 
had re^tir* <1 from tbo'e < f Athens =o oft 'is be at down 
to dinner order'd on*' of hi» pa 3 ts tbr • tunes to r pel 
in his ear Sir i cun tuber the Itbenun auil then 
agoin the places which I r<.n»it and tb It ks I read 
t>Tt.r again still smile upon tnc with afr li norths 
It is not without «oo'l r> vm said tli it be who Ins not 
a "ood memorv should never take up.m Ivm th> trade tif 
Iving I know -ron well tbit til' grminunans dl*> 
lin^uisb lietwixt an vutntlh and a fie and «ai that to tell 
nn i ninth is to t* 11 a tinnj, that is fj]<e but tint we 
our elves bebere to be\ ^ ^ and that the definition of the 
1 Gian Prolvir c Herod v III i 

5 Ni c Tiu° InlssOeti s xi n Nomas i SO 
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word In he m Litin from which our French is taken, 
is to toll a thing which wc know in our conscience to 
lie untrue , and it is of this List «nrt of liars onlr tint I 
now speak Now these do cithci whollt coufrnc and 
itui'uf the untruths thet utter, 01 so idler and distrmso a 
true stort tint it ends m a lie Winn they disguife and 
often iillir the same stoit , according to tluir own fancy, 
'Its ven hard for than, at one time or another, to escape 
being tripped, b\ reason that the real truth of the thing, 
It I'm; first taken possession of the mcinori, and being 
there lodged and impressed In the medium of knowledge 
and snout e it. will In* dilfii.nlt. that, it should not. represent, 
itself to the imagination, and shoulder out falsehood, 
which cannot there line so suit and settled foohru; na the 
Other , mid tin circumstances of the first true kuowledgo 
o\ ermore running u> tlioir minds, will bo apt to make 
them forget those that are illegitimate, and only forged 
bv their own fane} In what tlicv whollv intent, foras- 
much as there is no < out r in impression to jostle their 
invention thin stems to Iv less danger of tripping, and 
tot 0tnn tins also bv n ason it is a turn budi, nu<l tvithmit 
am hold, is tat apt to usupe the inemon, if it U 
not well assort d Of wbii.li I hate had vert pleasfuil 

experience, at lilt expense of such as profess only to font. 
Qiid nt< ommnd.ilc then s]»eio)i to the tiffair thej hare m 
baud, 01 to tlu hunioni of the greit tulks to whom tliet 
are spe iking foi the circumstances to which these men 
stick not. t.,» on si no then faith and constitute bung sub- 
ject to several < bongos, tluir language must tart accord- 
111 git whence it happens that of the same thing they tel) 
mi" ’man that it is this and another that it is that, giving 
it suiril colours , which meu, if tliot once come to lonfor 
notes, and find out the cheat, what becomes of this fine 
art c To which nivy be added, that thet must of necessity 
ten often rulunloush trap thmseltes , for what memory 
can 1ms sufiiueat to retain so many different shapes as 
they have forged upon one and the same subject 9 I hate 
known many in my time nit ambitious of the repute of 
this fine wit, but they do not see that if they hate the 
reputation of it the effect can no longer be 
In plum truth, lying n an accursed nee We are not 
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into n r h re otfi r tie upon on in !i r liut 1) <nr 
w«r! It 1 . lit biitdt- >r rtV l»rrr>T mil i;nui< d >♦, 

r hmll j ir-'U ji nth fiit vii -iron) ml m<*r jus K 

than oh r r,m I *■ tl't ] r< nts tomnuiult ol 
with mil r li n <u uji orr it tii ir chiMnri for fit tl 
liuij'iitl ah nJ tirin^at th tn ftrrtnlwt Inrlt il it 
liuu.n'ttl "irmr >n nor •wn^pi i- r j 1 - in nw 
■i inion I nut. onlv in! which iv of «= imn hm.! a lunar 

f*-rui ol » ini v ir thr faults win h ir to Ik, v n.r lv 

i hijptl <ui «F tlnrn both m tli iruifio ' and m Hi ir 
in>ijrt e ' jtinnvi 1 - th v $,r w U[ in I iu<t aw with them, 
ml af era t n..u his onr ..ot ih<* Inn h of Inn.' 'tis 
uat to i«t mn in d li w impo tl>I it is to ra-lnm it 

v henreitciine^ t'»j »s*, that n not win art othenvi c 

tcrv hon* man subject and n«lii«.dt> this ritt I 
hit an lunost lil to mi tutor whom T ms**r knew 
guilts of oj truth no not when it Ini bcui (» bt« 
1 lvanta_c It jolt hood haJ lik’ tnfl hut one feu. 
onlv pc bii.mll In upoD Is tt«»r terms for nt ‘•Loulil 
Ih n take for certain *ha centrin' to v hat th li ir sat 9 
but tlio roPor-o uf (ruth ln» i lnmlr.d thou and forma 
md a fii.Il mdefinit* without Ixiut-d or limit The 
Pvtha_orc ms male gov f to la certain und finite and tn! 
infinite and uncertain Th r are a thousand wias to 
miM> the trhibv then n onh one to hit n Fur m j own 
part I liavv this site in *o great horror that I am not 
burc I o>uM prevail with mi conscience to Hturc mv«clC 
from the mo t manifest and eatreine danqer bv an impudent 
and =olcmn he An ancient fathpr -a vs tint a do^we 
know is lie ter toinp.itn than a man who=e Imu'uage we 
do not undcr-tac J Ct eit- run- aheno non «it liominjg 

vi t 1 And how much Ie s souahle is fal e c peaking 
than siien< i 

Kmc, Franns T brassed that he had In {Jus means 
notipIuN ej Francisco Taverns ambassador of Franci'-co 
Sforea of 3LLm a man verv- famous for hw science 

m taILm in those dav s This gentleman had been sent 
to excuse hi* master to his majests about a thing of reiy 

1 As n foreigner cannot tie <nd to <upph to a. tf e place of a 
man — Pu\i W Hu til X whose tevt however is pine 
non «it ’ Ac. 
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great consequence, which was tins the ling, still to main- 
tain some intelligence Tilth It*Jj, out of which he had 
lately keen rhiven, and paiticulaih with the duchy of 
Lilian, had thought it convenient to line a gentleman on 
Ills behalf to 1 e mtli that duke an anil issailoi m efiect, 
but iu outwaid appearance a private persons ho pretended to 
reside thiae upon his own particuhu a Cans , for the duke, 
much more depending upon tko emperor, espe< ially at a 
tune when lie was in A treaty of a mn range with Ins moce, 
daughter to the King of Denmark, and now dowagei of 
loirainc, could not manifest any prat turn and 'oiifenmc 
with us but ierj much t»» ins own prejudne For fins 
commission one Merit il’e, % Milanese ceutlemau, and an 
equeiry to the king, being thought iei \ tit was accordingly 
di ipdtchc d thither with pi iri'e ucdentwJs mid 'I'ltrictiOLh 
ns amhassadoi, and with othei letters of rei ommend.ition to 
the duko about lib own pm ate cuacenis the 1 ettei to mask 
and colour the busmens , and was so long in that > ourt that 
the emperoi at last had some inkling of lus ual employ- 
ment there , whu h was tin ch t is ion of what followed aftei, 
.is we suppo't which was that under pretence of some 
nvordei, Ins trial was m two day*; <h sp.it rheil, and hie 
head m tin, night strwk oft m prison Ih'ssire Fi.uicieco 
bung cuine. and piepaitil with a long i onnterfiit hi- ton 
o£ the affan (toi the king had applied lum-elf to all the 
princes of Christendom, ns well as to tin duke hunself, to 
dciiuiud satisfaction). hud his audience lit the moinmi; 
council , where, aftei b<* had for the support of his We 
laid open sen rul plausible justifications of tlie fact, that 
Ills master never looked upon this Men eilie for other thnn 
a pin ate gentleman and his own subject, who was there 
ouli m ouler to lib own business, neithei had he ever li\ed 
after any othei aspect , nbwdvifeelv disowning that he hud 
evei lie.lrd he wai one of the Linq’t. household, or that lus 
majesty so much as knew him, so fai was be from taking 
him for an ambossadoi the king, iu his turn, probing him 
with several objections and demands, and sifting lmn on 
nil hands, gravelled him >t last by asking, win, then, the 
Oiecution was pei forined by night and as it wei e by stealth •“ 
At which the pool confounded mnl assador, the more hand- 
somely to disengage himself, mode answer, that the duke 
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troll 1 Inw lv r» i«ri loilh mil *f r< sj* t In lnsinijr tl. 
tint * kli in tv itti n should Jn»> i» n j* rf< ritu-d l v <ln 
\n\ on m n „u 0 if In- v is n t m 11 rit* 1 « h » lit- < on* 
h m f r h uni. mi crtt-sli trij»jM 1 in tli< jn/itmc <f * 
j rm t «>f <■ il lx ilcn ii *dnl ns King 1 run i« 

Poj t TuImh XI I nviiu ^ I an ninl j-- 1 1* r to th** Kins? of 
Tn 4 ! iikI to mini it* him again 1 lunjr I rincis the um 
1 is* i<loi Inline hnd his mdvne* and the lint, !>• for he 
would (jut, nn inwr niMsttm, upon 111* disunities h 
should find in setting on fool t-o jjn* it u [ rq u-ition ns 
iron hi be nee* s« in (o nttui* so potent a hni„ 111 1 11 rt ini' 
tome rpisous, to that « ffect tin. arahisswlor nn mist ison 
nhlv rcplu. 1 th it lit Jnd also himself ■ >iisi lore 1 tho «• ttne 
difficulties and hid r*jr* sent* d them (0 the Pipe Prom 
ninth siun„ of Jus so directh «n osift to the (lunif pro 
pounded m l the Isutrn vs he < »«»* ”1110111 which w is inline 
di it< It to matt him to war tht kin r fif't dtnitd nreumtiit 
(ulm.li also lit nftcruir Is found to 1 e true) that this im 
1 issidor in his on n miml was on lht *udt of tilt French, 
of which haim^ idiertiscl tin. Pope his esf ite at lus 
return home w na confiscated nud lit himself verv narrow li 
escaped the losing of Ins head 


CHAPTER X 
OF QUICK or BLOTV SPFECH 
One ne ftirent 1 touts tontes pmcis l nnccs 
so we see iu llie gift of eloquence wherein soiii 1 * have eutli 
a facility and 1 rumptness and that which we call a present 
wit so easy tlmt they art ever readv upon all occasions 
and never to be surprised and others more lieavi and 
slow never Tenture to utter anything but what tbej have 
long premeditated and taken great caie and jams to fit 
and prepare 

Non as we teieh young ladies those sports and exercises 

1 Era-smi Op (1701) w col CS4 

* All graces were never vet gn en to anj one man —A verse 
in one ot La Biilbts Sonnets 
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which are most proper to sait out the grace and beauty e>f 
those parts wherein their chiefest ornament and jjerfechon 
lie, so it should he in these two advantages of eloquence, 
to which the lawyers and preacheri of our age *eein piniu- 
pa lh to pretend If I weie worthy to a.d\ l^e the slow 
speaker, metliinks, should be moie propel foi the pulpit, 
and the other for the bii and that bec.mee the tmjilcg - 
ment of the first does naturallj allow him rD the 1< isme 
he ran desire to prepare himself, and he-nles hi& iai eei it 
performed. m an even and uinntenmtted line without stop 
or interruption , whereas the pleadei’s busmceeand intrust 
coin] \_ls lnm to enter the hats. upon all vu&wuna and the 
unexpected objections and nqihes t>£ hit. adverse parti 
jostle him out of his course, and put him, upon the instant, 
to pump for new and extempore unsweia tad defenceb 
Yet, at the interview betwixt Pope Clement and King 
Francis at MaiseiU<*s, it happened, quite conti ua, that 
Moiibieur Poact, a man hied up all his lift at the lull, and 
in the highest ltputc foi eloquence, having the cliaige of 
milking the harangue to tie Pope committed to lum, and 
ln\ mg so Jong nn ditated on it Leluiehand a= so tlicv s ml 
to have Inouglit it leach made along with Inin fioin Paris 
the icij du_\ it w is, to Ime been piunontued, tin. Pope, frar 
mg something might Ik. said that might gneuflenee to the 
other prince's lunliustiu dors w ho wt 1 e t h crc ittendmgon him 
sent to acquaiut the king with the argument winch he run 
ceiTcd mubt suiting to the tune and pla<e, hut In clmnee, 
quite another thing to that Monsieur dc Poyct had taken so 
much pains about ' so that the fine speech he h id prep.ued 


was of no use and he was upon the instant to coutm e 
anolhee , wlueli finding himself unable to do, Cardinal 
du Bellav was constraiued to perform that oflice Tin 
pleadei’s part is, douotless, inueli balder tlinu that «>f the 
preichui, and let, m nn opuuou, we' see more passable, 
lavvers than pmuber* at nil events in Franc© It should 
seem tliat the nature ot wit is to have its operation prompt 
and sudden and that of judgment to k.i\ e it mote delibe- 
rate and moie <low But he who lemiuns totally silent, 
for want of Icismc to prep ire hitnt»3C to speak well, rmdlyl 
also whom leisure ' 'inn hew fit to better spea^ 


arc equallv wuhap 



40 


OF Q1 ICK OR c LOtT SPEECH [BOOK 


Tis said of Sorcrua Cas=.nre tint lie spoke best extempore 
fclidt he stood more obliged to fortune than to his ova 
dill" wire that it was an advantage to him to be inter 
mpted m «j eating and that hio adversaries were afraid to 
nettle him lest his auger should redouble lus elocjuenre 
I know experimental!) the disposition of nature so lm 
patient of a tedious and elaborate* prein wlitatiou that if it 
do not go frank l v and gaily to work it ran perform nothing 
to j nrpose TVe sav of some compositions that they stink 
of oil and of the lamp bv reason of a certain rough lmr»h 
tie 1 that laborious handling imprints upon those where it 
lias be°n employed But besides this the solicitude of 
doing well and a certain str? ring and contending of a mind 
too far strained and o' erbent upon itg undertaking breaks 
and hinder' it«clf like water that hr force of its own 
presauig nfilene and abundance cannot find o teadv issue 
through the nock of a bottle nr a narrow sluice In this 
condition of natnr, of which I am now speaking there is 
this also that it would not be disordered and stimulated 
with such passions as the furv of Cassius (tor such a 
morion would be too 'iolent and rudij it. would not to. 
jostl'd but solicited it would he roused and heated by 
unexpected sudden and accidental occasions If it be 
left to itself it fla„3 and long lish* s igitation onl\ gives 
it gnu.e and vigour I am alwars worst in in' own posses 
sion and when wholtv at mx own <bejo=ition .accident 
has more title to am thing that couics from am than d 
occasion companv amlc'cn the very n«mg and falhn^ of 
in' own •wnt.t extract more from m\ fnnex than I eau 
find when I sound and cmplox it bx mxrelf Bx winch 
menu*- Uh lhra 0 x I sax art, better than those I write if 
either v< re to he pr ferr d u here i either is worth anythin" 
This al*>o befalls me tint I do not find mrulf whin I 
e<K*l oivsclf and I light upon things more 1 x (hancc than 
1 v am in pnxition «f mx own judgment I perhaj s FOmc 
tunc* hit upon K>mc thing when I write tl at 17 imuifc 
and spnj.1 tlv to me though it will ajji. ir dull and hr itx 
to moth r -But lit us 1 t vc thr o fim ro»i;]u»<ni* 
fTcrr uni talks thus of 1 un*-r]f auvrlin„ to 1 K talfjit 
Put xlirti I 1 me to I am afaadr c o losr thit I 

knoxvnjt wlnt I wu about to bat and in such rases a 
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, CHAP XI ] 

stranger often finds it out before me If I should make 
erasure so often as tins inconvenience befalls me, I should 
male clean -work , occasion mil at some other time Jiv it 
as visible to me as the light, and make me uouder what I 
should stick at 


CHAPTER XT 


op pRori«osTiceTioj.s 


Fop achat concerns oracles, it is c<rt un that a good while 
before tlie coming of Jesus Christ the\ lull Iwgiui to lose 
their ciedit , for we see that Cicero is tumbled to hnd out 
the cause of their decav, and he has these words ‘ Cur 
isto modo jam Omaila Delphis non cduntur non modo 
nostra rotate, spd jam dm , ut mini pocsit c'-sc eon- 
tempting - ” ’ But as to the other pioguostics, calculated 
from the anatomy of beasts at saenfiees (to winch purpose 
Plato does, iu part attribute the Daturnl eoustitufion of 
the intestines of the beasts thmasohes) the scraping of 
poultn the flight of buds—" Aves quasdam ; rerum 
angumndanim causa natas e a so pntamus” 1 — claps of 
thunder, the merflotnug of mere—" Multa cemimt Ams- 
piccs, multa Auguies provident, multa oracuhs derlarantur, 
multa vtitieinationibus, mult.a somuus. nniltn portentis 
—and others of the like nature, u]ion which antiquity 
louuded most of then pubhc and private enterprises our 
religion has to tall v abolished them And although there 
vet remain amongst us some practices of dn mation from 
tho stars, from spirits, from the shapes and completions 
of men, from dreams and the like (i not ible example of 
the wild cuuositv of our nature to grasp nt and anticipate 


1 “ Wh it js the reason that the oracle •> .it Delphir 
uttcied not mcrcK in this nee of outs, but nr a 1 
nothing w more in contempt ’ PlCFRO, D‘ Im *** , u 
‘ “ \Ve think some sorts of birds ire purpose h create* to 
the purposes of mi gum ’ — Cirrao, He A«rara I><v> u 64 
1 the Armine* s discern mam things, the Augur- tore-ee 
iK.,,.., ... nnnnnnccil In nmclcs, laticm 
- Xnhnn 7), 01 .11 T3 


i no longer 
tune past 
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future things a» if we had not eno icrfi to do to dice®! the 


pre cot) — 

Tor line till rrcorOJiinf 
‘•dli lti unnim -ilitra. ai lore curan 
'NiK'int vcntirn nt lin p'T err ina clvift- 
st u! ltum qu«lcaa ine para «jt ern lutiin 
M n 1 nn in itn fit 1 eeat pc. rare MmoMl 


( "Ne udle quidtm en *urt quxl futurum sit im® rum 
0 t enim mini jrofi icntem an_n ) ut arc tl ev or much 
le s authority now than heretofore Which mahe“ the 
example of Franu Marque of Saluzzo so math more 
remarkable wlm l*>in lieutenant to Rm® Francis I in 
hi? armv bevond the mountains infinitely f ironed and 
esteemed in our tour and ol Ii ed to the kmc. s bountr 
for the marqni a e it elf which Lai been forfeited hr his 
brother ind an to the re t having ao manner of provocn 
tion giren himto do it an J even his t>wn«ifFet mu opposing 
anv such di®!ovaltv suffered him^lf to Le«o i*-rrified as 
it was c nfidcntlv reported nth tie fine pri-most-ies that 
t ew vjWtoJ tf'vwJ fvwrwlxjr j® farwar nf the 2]mpe r t>r 
Charles V and to our di advantage fespec allv t Q Jtilv 
wh»re the®* foolish prophetic- were ®o far believe 1 that at 
P ni’ weat urn® of monevwer. ventured out upon return 
Of greater when the prognostic® came to pas =o certain 
tliev male t hems tires of our rmn) that banner often 
Kwailed to tho e or hi, at juumfanee whn v ere mijet itrti 
mate with him tLe mi thitfo that he saw would mevitatilv 
fall upon he crown of Trance and the friends he {n j i D 
that court he revolted an 1 turned to the other side to hi« 
o vn misfortune neierthele s what const ellat ou soever u 
veraul at ilia uue BuL lie carried huH-df ui llus alJcjr like 
a man abated -nth divers passions for hanne I oth towns 
and lorces m hi= h nds, the enemy's armv under iutomo 
de Levra do e br Ltm an 1 v° not at all >=u=peetm<7 hi« 
design it hal been in his power to have done more than 


tVhv ml®’’ ol Olimpia, hat thou to tut un i-arewoni 
wo-tol "dried tl i enre that thet hcmld hno 1 1 omer, muirl 
iaa'oiter* ‘■sad, rnlookcd Jo- the ill than b-tt ® -ton* 
for them l>t hum id mini b» bliciito fntarpthiu"- 3y-[ iia;-- 


It i n el«=- 
rabletl t>£to Is- 
Dear u 6 


toItDOv vhz. 
Tnent^d to no 


I orpee** “■ — Cicefo D- \atura 
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ke did, for we lost no men by tins infidelity of lus, noi 

<in\ town, tut Toss mo only, and flirt after n lone sie*e 

and a brave defence 1 

“ Ptudnra fnturi tern pom exitinn 
Caliginosu noctepremit Dens 
Ridetque, m mortals ultra 
Fas trppuUt ’ - 
“ flic [M.tfins *111 

I^etucquc ileget, tui lu et in ilieiu 
Dim** m\i 1 era' vel ntra 
Hube polum p iter occupnto 
Vel sole pure ” 1 

“ Letns. in j»r raens animus quo>l nitre est, 

Cldent curare *** 

And tliose who tike this sentence m a contain sense 
internet it ninis^ * " 1st a sh reapmenntur, nt et m dm- 
nnlio sit, dn smt, et si chi suit, sit dmiintio Much 
more wisely Panivius— 

" Nnin ist is qni Imgnaa avium intcllieuiit 
Plusque e\ nlieno letorc*- ipiuiit, queiu t\ «uo, 

Mnjin audicndiim, qnam ftn-pult,\n<lnm, cen=co ’* 

The so celebrated art of dmnntion amongst the Tuscans 

1 In l S3o 

‘ “A wise (Sod Cm era with thick niobt the pith of the future, 
*J M ‘ luiRhs nt tlio ilia* who alarms lnnt-clf with nut red ion *— 
Wor , Oil , iu 29 

* “He lues liajijA and master ot lnni'-clt, nlio cm ti\, stench 
dV\ pi»cs nn, ‘ 1 UA1 L uud ’ no unttervlietliei to morrow the' 
Attat I Atliu sluvll pie us n clouded sky or n clew de\ "—Hon , 

Od , in 21 

4 “ A mind happy cheerful m the nre* ent -tati « ill take good 
Wire nob to think ot yrint is beyond it '’—ICirf , n a." 

8 “Btceul’c ijiii croicnt cc mot, xu contrarr, le croyent i 
tort’’— Fr I Jo not understand what is mount by flip following 
p'rasai-e in Coste’a veraum, edit I SI I, i 47, note “It” (the 
meaning ot the pisviac) "hits been quite inistsken in Mr Cottons 
l ngtisli translation of Montsigne. " Id Costc the text i» “ \nd 
they who put a contrary sens© on tins p wage, misunderstand it ” 

11 These things halo that reciprocate, that if there lie divine 
ation, there must be deities, and if deities, dinmtiou ' — ClCEKo 
-ft . Dnin ,i G 

“As to those who understand the language uf lords, and who 
rather consult the In era of animals thin their m n, I had rather 
hear them than attend to them ”—lhd , o7, «- P«u ttno 
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took its beginning tlms A labourer striking deep with his 
eulto r mf b earth saw the demigod lages iscend with 
an infill! i » aspect bat endued with a mature and 'etuJe 
wisdom Upon the rumoui of winch all the people ran to 
sou the sight by whom his wmds and eoienee containing 
the jnncifles and meins to attain to this art were re 
corded and kept foi many ages A birth suitable to its 
piu^rcss 1 I foi my part should sooner regulate ray affans 
by tht chancp of a die than by such idle and ram dream 
And indeed m all lepuhlicb a good share of the govern 
inent has c\ci been referred to chance Plato m the end 
leguneu I hat he models according to his own fauev leaves 
to it the decision of se\ eral things of 1 ery gi eat nnpoi tana 
and will amongst oLhei things tliat manages should be 
appointed l»v lot attnbutiog so gifit importance to tins 
accidental choice as to ordain tint the chddi t n begotten in 
such wedlock lie 1 1 ought uj in the countiy and those 
begotten in an} other be thrust out as spurious and baso 
yet so that it any of tliose enles notwithstanding shonld 
jipi adventure in growing np give am good hope of himself 
lc might lie recalled as also that such as had been 
■retained bhould be puled in case the\ gave httlo expecta- 
tion of themselves m their early growth 

X see some who nro mightily gi> en to study and commont 
upon their uliiiaoac- and produce them for aufchoi ity when 
anything has fallen out pit and for that, uuttei it is 
hardly possil lc hut that these alleged authonties some 
tmica stumble upon i truth amongst an infinite number of 
lies Qius est emin qui lotum diem yaculans non all 
quamlo < ollineet ? ’ I thinl ncra the bettei of them for 
some stub at< ldi.ntal bit Tficie would be more eei faulty 
m it if there wen- n rule and a truth of always lying 
Besides nobody i ecoids Uieir flimflams lunl false prognos 
ties forasmuch as thev an infinite and. common but if 
tbpy chop upon one truth that carries a mighty report as 
bung rare incredible and prodigious So Diogenes sur 
named the Atheist answered Lnn in Samothrace who 
fhow mg him in the temj le the several offerings end stones 

* Cicero De JJi in n S3 

a For who shooti all day at butts tliat does not sometm es h t 
the white' — UCERo DvDimn u D9 
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in painting of those who had escaped shipwreck, said to 
lum, '‘Look, vou who think the gods hare no care of 
human things, what do you sav to so main persons pre- 
sent'd from death by their especial farour “ TYLv I 
sav ’’ auswered he, "that their pictures are not here who 
were cast away, who are bv much the greater number m 
Cicero olwei ves that of all the philosophers who Imre 
acknowledged a deity, Xenophanes tin Colophonian only 
has endeavoured to eradicate ill manner ot divination , 3 
which makes it the less a wonder if ne have now and then 
seen some of our princes, sometime* to their own cost rely 
too much upou these fopperies 1 lnd given an vt lung with 
mv own eves to see those two meat marvels the book uf 
Joachim the Calabrian abbot, which furctold nil the future 


Popes, their names and foiins , nml rh.it of the Eniperoi 
Leo, which prophesied all the emperors mid patnmelis of 
Greece This I lia\ e been an evewituess ot, that in public, 
confusions, men astonished at their lortum hav e abandoned 
their own reason, eupeistitiuush to seek out in the stais 
the ancient causes and menaces of their present mishaps 
and in im tune have been so vtrnngelv sue lessful in it as 
to make me belie \e that this being m amusement of ahaip 
and volatile wits, those who bar. lwn versed in this Knack 
of unfolding and untnng uddles are cajcible, m ini sen t 
of wilting, to imd out what the\ disire But alcove nil 
that which gives them the greatest loom to pl.av in, is the 
obscure ambiguous, end fantastic, gibberish of then pro- 
phetic canting, v> here thur authors cklivei nothing of cleir 
sense, but shroud all in riddle to tin end that posterity 
mav interpret and applv it nc' ending to its own fanev 
Socrates' demon might ]»t-i leaps benoothei hutaceitam 
impulsion of the mil which obtruded itself upon lum with- 
out the advice or consent of bis judgment , ana m a sou 
so enlightened as his was and so picpaied bv a continual 
exercise of wisdom and virtue ’tis to be supposed those 
inclinations of his though sudden anil undigested, were 
ven important and woithv to lie followed Evcrv one 
finds in himself some mugo of such agitations ot aynompt 
vehement, and fortuitous opinion, and I mav weii allow 


1 Cwtro lie Xatura Deor , l Si 


- Cicero IV Dn m , 
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order for the necessary preparations for his reeel fion anf f 
eiiterUinment w itlidrcw oat of the town and gare the 
Pope two or three davs respite for ins entrv and to repose 
and 10 fresh him«el£ before lie came to him And m like 
manner at the assignation of the Pope and the emperor at 
Bologna the emperoi gave the Pope opportunity to come 
thither first and iaiue himself after for winch the reason 
uiven was this that at nil the internets of such princes 
the greater ought to be first at the appointed place 
especially before the other in whose territories the interview 
is appointed to he intimating thereby a bud of deference 
to the other it Appearing proper for the less to seel out 
anil to apply themselves to the greater and not the greater 
to them 

Not even country only hat every city and evert swell 
has its particular forms of unlify There was care enough 
to this taken in my education and I have hied in good 
company enough to know the formalities of our own 
nihun and am able to give lessons in it T hive, to follow 
them but not to lie so servilely tied to their observation 
that mv whole hfc should l>e enslaved to ceremonies of 
which there are some so troublesome that provided a man 
cmnls them out of discretion and not for want of breeding 
it will he every whit as handsome I hare seen some 
people rude by being over cinl and troublesome m tlieir 
courtesy 

Still these excesses excepted the Vnn vledge of c.ourtesv 
md good manners is a verv nccessari study It is lil c 
giace and beaul y that winch begets liking and an mchna 
tion to love one another at the first sight ard in the verv 
beginning o£ icgi amtantc and conseipentli tint winch 
first opens the door and intromits ns to instruct ourselves 
In the example of otbet\ ard to give examples ourselves 
if we have anv worth taking notice of and communicating 

U arle-5 \ in 1132 
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THAT MEN ABE JUSTLY PCMSHI.D FOB BEING OBSTINATE 
IN THE DETENCE OI A FORT THAT IS NOT IN REASON 
TO BE DEFENDED 

Valour Los its bounds a* well as other virtues, u1ik.1i 
onto tranSTTO'sed the ncit «-ttp is into the territories of 
•nee, so that bv having too large a proportion of this 
heroic virtue unless a man In vei' juaftct in its hunts, 
uhich upon the tontines ore vin hard to disirm he inni 
ven easilv unawares run into temerity. obstmau and 
foils From this consideration it is that we lm e derived 
the custom in tunes of wir to punish, even with diath 
those who are obstinate to defend a place th.it bj the rule 
ot wax is not ten ible otherwise men would lie so confident 
upon the hojx of nnjuuntv that not a henroost but would 
resist and seel* to stop in irrnv 
The Constable Monsieur de Montmorcnci, having at the 
siege of Pavia licen ordered to piss the Ticino and to take 
Up Ins quarters m the FauLouig St Antonio, being 
hindered In a tower it the end of the bridge which was 
so obstinate us to endure a bntttrv hanged 6' on man he 
found within it for their 1 lbour And ng-rni, accompanying 
tin- Dauphin m hit expedition lx.vondtlie Alps and taking 
the Castle of Villano b\ assault and all withui it l>enig put 
to the sword hr the fun of the soldiers the governor and 
his ensign onlv ev< opted he caused them both to be trussed 
up for the same reison, as ilsn did Captain Martin du 
Beilin then governor of Turin with the goveruoi ot 
St Bony, in the same eonDtrv ill lus people baling been 
cut in pieces at the taking of the place 

But forasmuch as the strength or weaknt ss of a fortress 
is alwaia measured h\ the estimate and counterpoise of the 
forces tint attack it — for a man might reasonable enough 
despise tiro eulrenns that would be a nndman to abide a 
batten of thirty piece* of cannon — where abo tin greatness 
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the respect that is due unto him ore also put urf® 
balance there is danger that the h dance be pressed t« u 
much m that direction And it mnj happen that a man is 
pusse'oed with so great an opinion ot himself and his power 
that thml mg it unreasonable ant place should dare to 
its gates against him he puts all to the sword where he 
meets with anj opposition whilst Ins fortune continues o> 
is plain in the fierce and arrogant forms of summoning 
towns and denouncing war savouring so much of harharum 
pude and insolence in use amongst the Oriental primes 
and which their taiccueon to this dai do jet retain and 
practise And in that part of the world where the P°rtu 
guesc subdued the Indnns thej found some stales where 
it was a universal and inviolable law amongst them that 
every enen.j overcome l>y the king m jwrsou <M hv l* 1 * 
lieutenant was out of composition both of ransom nnd 
merer 

So that above all things a man should take heed if » e 
can of falling into the hands of a ]udge who is an eueniT 
aud victorious 


CHAPTER XY 

Or THE P1/J.J6HUEVT OF COWARDICE 

I o\cf heard of a prince and a great captain having 
narration giveu limi as lie sat at table of the proceeding 
against Monsieur de Vernno who w is sentem ed to death 
for having eur read Pil’d Boulogne to tic English openlv 
nuiintamim,' that i soldier could not justh 1 e put to di'ath 
for want of courjge And m truth tis reison that i man 
should, make a great difference betwu-t faults tl At merely 
proceed from intimity and those that are visil h the« ffects 
of tiearheij and inaLco for in tlu? Inst wf ut agamot 
the rules of re icon that nature b<i^ unjnnted in us 
whereas in the termer it seem-s as d w might produce 


1 "To Henry Mil in 1^44 
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the same nature, who loft lit, m such a state of imperfection 
and weakness of courage, for our justification Insomuch 
that many have thought ire aie not fairly questionable foi 
anything hut what we commit against ovu conscience , and 
it is paitly upon this mle that those giound then opinion 
who disapprove of capital and sangumaiy punishments 
inflicted upon heretics and misbelievers , and theirs also 
who hold that an advocate or <t judge is not accountable 
for having fiom mere ignorance failed in his administration 

But as to cowaidice, it is certain that the most usual 
way of cLinstismg it is by ignominy and disgrace and it is 
supposed that this practice was nist bi ought into use by 
the legisktoi Chalondas .ind that, before Ins time, the 
laws ot Chec<e punished tlioso with death who fled from a 
Inttlo, wheieas he ordained only that tlio\ should he for 
thiee days exposed in the public place, d: eased m woman’s 
attire, hoping yet foi some service from them, having 
awakened then courage by this open shame “ Suffimdere 
malis hornims snngumem, quain eftundere ” 1 * It appears 
also that the Ronun laws did anciently punish those with 
death who had run aw ay , toi Ammianus JLu<elhnus says 
tliat the Fmpeior Julian commanded tea of his soldiers, 
who had turned their backs in an encounter against the 
Parthian s, to In* fiist degraded, and afteiwaids put to death, 
nctordmg, «ay s he, to the ancient laws, and yet, elsewhere, 
foi the like offence, be onh condemned otheis to lem.un 
amongst the pi isoneis under the luggage ensign The 
seiero punisliuient the people of Rome inflicted upon those 
who fled from the battle of Canine, and those w lio ran awai 
with Clients Full rus at lus defeat, did not extend to death 
And yet, methmks, ’tis to he feaied, lest disgrace should 
make such delinquents desperate, and not only faint fwends 
hut enemies 

Ol kto memory, 3 Ibe Scignoui de Franget, 4 lieutenant to 
the Marshal de Chittilion's company, having by the Mar- 
shal de Chabannes been put in government of Fnentarabia, 
in the place of Monsieur de Lude, and having surrendered 

1 “ flat her Tmng the blood into a man’s check than let it. out of 

lnsl)od\ ” — Tecti li tw in Ins .Ipoloqitus 

4 .\. ,n,m anu<< Marctllinns, \\n 4 , wi 1 5 In 1 •-! 

Martin du Hellnj m his Memoirs calls him Fnuijet 
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it to the Spaniard, be was for that condemned to be de- 
graded from nil nobility, and both himself and his posterity 
declared ignoble, taxable, and for erer incapable of bearing 
arms, which severe sentence was afterwards accordingly 
executed at Lyons * And, smey that, all the gentlemen 
who were m Guise when the Count, of X assay entered into 
it, underwent the same punishment, a* several others hare 
done since for tlie like offem e Notwithstanding, m fuse of 
such a manifest ignorance 01 conardiep ns exceeds all ordi- 
nary example, tis but reason to take it for a sufficient proof 
of tmcheiy and malice, and for such to be punished 


CHAPTER XVI 


A TPOCEEblVO Of SOUS AITBISS 1DOBS 


I obsepve m my travels this custom, ei er to learn some- 
thing from the inlurmsfion of tho^e with whom I coufer 
(nhieh is the best school of all utln rs) and to put my com- 
pany upon those subjects the} are the best able to speak 
of — 

Bi*ti ttl hoccIiito r ij-iomr de \enti, 

AJ hifulco dei ten , ct fe sue pi-nrhe 
(shiIi 1 guemer , conti ’I jns-tor gli urmenti ’ 


Tor it often falls out that, on the contrail , ev< r\ one will 
rather thoost to be prating of another man s province than 
his own, thinking it so much new reputation, acquired, 
witnobs the jee-r Arehidarous put ujion Perandcr, "that he 
had quuted the glory of bung an ex. nlleat physician to 
gam the repute of a vfrv had poet 3 And do but observe 
how large? and ample O-esar is lo make us understand, 
his indentions of building bridges and cnntmmg engines 
of war ’ and how sucunct and reserved in companion, 
1 In H 3 b 


2 ' J ettfie Bailor < ont&nt hini‘<1f with talVinjtof tliewmdc the 
r'loF l» ojen the soldier of h* wound*, the -hrohc.nl of In 
Hoiks. — An Italnn trnjiolitjnn of J'rorFprn s ii 1 41 
« '‘i- the 1 aCc, kcinontur- „> i ’irdiwhiiu- 
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whoie he Bpeiks oC the offices of his profession," his mm 
■valour, and imlitarv conduct His exploits sufficient!} piov e 
linn a grt>it captain and that hn knew well enough ,'but he 
would l>e thought an eccellcnt engmeci to boot, a quail tv 
something differuif. and not ziixessa n to be evp. t fed zu 
him Tlie eldei Dionysius was a vtrv great captain, as it 
befitted lus fortune he should he, but he took very great 
pains to get a particular reputation by poefrv, and vet he 
was never cut out foi a poet 1 A gentlomm of the long 
to bo lx mg liot long since brought to sec a study furnished 
with all sorts of books, l*oHi of his own and all other 
fneulties. took n» o, .a«mn at all to eutcrt-un himself with 
auv of them but f« 11 v.n nub U md magisterially to 
descant upon a barricade (jLu ml on the winding stair before 
the rtudv door a thing that a handled captains and com- 
mon soldiers see evei} day without taking am notice or 
offence 

“ Optat pplup|ii v W purer, opUt ft rare cab villi'. ’ J 

By this course n man shill nevu improve himself nor 
ai rive at any [lerfov (mu in am thing He must tlnnefore, 
make it his business alw.iv s to put tht anhiteLt tin* fnintei. 
the stitnarv iren mcchann artisan, upon discourse of 
then own capacities 

And, to this puipvise, m leading histones, which is even- 
body’s subject X ns. to consulei vyhat kind of men are the 
authors if they he jiersolis tli it piofess nothing bat rueie 
letters, I in and from tln.m, prim ip illy obsirve md learn 
stylo and language, if physicians, I the rather incline to 
credit what the} leportuf the temperatuie of the air, of the 
health and completions of princes of wounds and diseases, 
if lawyers, we aie from them to take notice of the coa- 
tioversiei of rights and wrongs, the cstabhsliment of 1ms 
and civil government, and the like, if dinner, the affairs of 
tlie Church, ecclesiastical censures, marriages, and dispen- 
sations , if courtiers, manners, and ccremouies , if soldiers, 
the things that properly belong to their trade, and, 
principally, the, accounts of the actions and enterprises 

1 Dux) Hie , \\ C 

3 “Ihe Inn o\ desire-* a saddle and bridle, the horse wants to 
plough ” — Don., £j >> , i 14, 43 
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n herein they wne peixanaUy engaged, if ambassadors, we 
are to observe negotiations, mtchigences. and practices, and 
the manner bow thev are to be earned on. 

And tins is the reason why (wlm.li perhaps I shouMhare 
light]; passed oxer m another) I dwelt upon and maturely 
considered one passage m the history wntten by Monsieur 
de Langev, 1 a man of very great judgment m things of that, 
nature after having giien a na rralave of the fine o cation 
Charles T had made m the Congistorv at Borne, and in the 
prtseniA of the Bishop of Maston and Monsieur du Yell}, 
out ambassadors there, wherein he had mixed several 
injunous expressions to the dishonour of our nation , and 
amongst the rest, “that if his captains and soldiers were 
tint men of anotherkmd of fidelity, resolution and sufficiency 
in the knowledge of anus than those of the king, he noald 
immediately go with a rope about his neck and sue to him 
for mercy” (aiid it should seem the emperor bad really this, 
or a very littlo hotter opinion of our mi Lite ry men, for he 
after* ards, twhc* or thrice in his life, said the uny «nme 
tiling! , as also, that he challenged the long to fighL him in 
his shirt with rapier and poignard in a boat The said 
Swmr do Lunger, pursuing his history , add', tint the fore 
mmed ambassadors, sending a despatch to the long of 
these things concealed lire greatest part and particularly 
the two last passages At which I coaid not hat wonder 
that it should lie m the power of an amlnssidor to dispense 
with anything which he ought to sigiufr to Ins master, 
op"' jciUc of ‘•o grr*it importance a*, this coming from the 
mouth of such a person, and spoken in so great an a««embh , 
and 1 should rather concave it bad fieen the <■, rvint s duty 
faithfully to hare represented to him tin* whol. thing as it 
to the end that the filiertv of ■■fluting, disponng 
judging, and concluding might have r< maim 1 in him for 
Pithf r to i oiKeal or to disguise the truth for fear lie should 
talc it otherwise th*ro he ought to do and le-t it should 
prompt 1 < y to soar i xtrara^wt w -ohitiun, and, in the 
inf'tr 1 f rj j ivc* him ignorant of his affair-, should seem, 

1,1 •r'Tin aan'tG «M°»C to him who is, to "Hi the law 
J'A- ~ — tn fliti-m rami h to mure it , to him who is in 
1 luti rcli V i-ith ot tin* 

‘ I> f If- I off , ii }-, 


..mill Mi 


, hi i 
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Supreme command, and not to liim who ought to look upon 
himself ae inferior not, onh m aulLonfi , hut also m 
prudence ami good counsel I, for ay part, would not be 
so served in nix little concerns 
We so willingly slip tbe collar of command upon anv 
pretence whatever, and are so reach to usurp upon dominion, 
everyone does so natural!} nspire’to Iibertvand power, that 
no utility whatever denvtd from the wit or xftloui of those 
he employ s ought to lie so dear to a superior ns a downright 
and sincere obedience To oIkx more upon the account of 
understanding than of subjection, is to corrupt the oihee of 
fommm'd,' insomuch that P Omissus the tiaio irtum the 
Eoniain. reputed fixe times happv at the time when he was 
consul in. Asia hax mg s* nt to a Greek engineer to cause the 
greater of two masts ot ships that he hid takm notweof nt 
Athens to ho brought to lnm, to lie employed about some 
eugme of batten lie bad a design to make, the othei, 
presuming upon bis own science mid sufficient in those 
affairs thought fit to do otherwise than directed, and to 
bring the lew., whnh, nnoidiuy to tin* rules ot nit, wns 
n all) more projicr forthe use to winch it was designed , but 
Crassus, though lie gnxc oar to lii« reasons with great 
patience, would not, however, tike them, how sound or 
commciug soever fur current pay, hut enured him to he 
well w hipped for Ins puns milling the interest ot discipline 
much more than that of the' w ork in hand 

Notwithstanding we mav on tbe other side consider that 
so precise and implicit an olieibcnce as this is only due to 
positnc* and limited commands The employment of 
junh-issadors is ne'er so confined many things m then 
management of affairs lyrng wholly referred to tbe»b°o]iite 
sovereignty of their own conduct, flier do not simply 
execute but also, to their own discretion and wisdom, form, 
and model their master’s pleasure I have in mv time 
known men of command cheeked for having rather olteyed 
the express words of the king’s letters, than the necessity of 
the affairs thex had in hand Men of understanding do 
yet, to tins day , condemn the custom of the kings ot Persia 
to give tlieir lieutenants and agents so little loin that, upon 


* Taken from Aulti' Gellms, 1 13 
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fie Least arremg difficulties, tier must fain hare recourse to 
their further i-oituriaads , this deUj , lc so vast an extent of 
dominion Laving often very much prejudiced their ifloirs, 
and Cra«sus writing to a man whose profession it was best 
to understand those things ani pre acquainting him to 
whit uw this most w as de*ngnM did hs nut e»» to consult 
his advice, and m a manner invite him to interpose his 
better judgiaeat® 


CHAPTER XVH 
or rrm 

"OtwfrtjVTO, stuomntqoe •.<»>« et w laucibsa 'imait ’ 1 
T xa - not so good a naturalist (as tiler call it) as to discern 
hv V hat *ocr*t springs fear has its rnotinn in us , hut, ho 
this us it mar, ’tis a strung* ptasion, and such t one tli it 
the phisKnns sar there is no other whatever that sooiie' 
dethrones our jndirment t»>m its prop®] seat, which is so 
true that I rnrself have soon very many become Erant’C 
through feat , and even m those ol the best settled temper 
it is most i crtflvn that it lieoets a terrible astomshmait and 
confusion Iutidi; Hie fit I omit the vulgar R ort, to vimrn 
it one r. hi!' 1 ropreicnts their gnat-grandsiiv*! n«cn out of 
their grave* iu their shrouds another while hobgoblins, 
( ‘ I wv wunl, bit limr wtond on end, and tm iwt *twL in 
in iliwi'*--llMi' ■>£’ » “t 

nn no flood N (tnntirt la-i thn sail ml t Wno« mit well 
In » 1ml -.j nog- low* .1 >th . orhc l nt «, II I nut u L , a 

rtraage pv «ti, ml V Pin*iti ui-. **r, then* urine <Wi «<Mn r 
trui port ot« jnd a ewiit out of it-> <lur «n it Vinli T have seen" 
diver* teonirtB Divide imt vircle**. foi fc ivc \t i an l linn who 
i» mu t "i-tM Mill lus-t n- ulifd xl r* ei'ifuu that whitest Ins 
Cue wiitiiimth it Weti»tli mvn\ «ttangu ih7i ling- , anil tumble 
un it- wnt* in him f omit to *pv<tke oi the vulgar -in to « limn 
il ‘on < ti'pre-uitotti *lr-ui-e -ipii-iriUrra* v- tlinr ntlicrsnwl 
gramKilhin gli» t n*e# oat of tl»ur nravis ami in tbcirvnwjjng 
shn Its wit lo other* it ‘oinetunisMiennh Lancs lid ml litl- 
Tol Inn "noil f. Huso- iD'i -m h uilii r Uuc lie-ire., indChlm (*rm — 
1 1 or to, JGia p T, 
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sjH'ctres and thummns , but even amongst soldiers, a sort 
of men over whom oi all others, it ought to have the least 
power, how often has it converted flocks* of sheep into armed 
squadrons reeds ami Imllrushes into jukes and lances, 
friends into cneuues and the French white cross into the 
red cross of Spam’ When Monsieur de Bourbon took 
Rome , 1 * an eusigu who was upon guard at Borgo Sun Pietro 
■w is sewed w ith such a fright upon the fit it alarm, that he 
t lit cw himsilt out at a hi each with his colours upon his 
shoulder, and ran directly upon the enemv, thinking he had 
retro itod toward the lnwaia defences of the cit\, and with 
much ado, seeing M<>omuui <le Bourlx m’s people, who 
thought it lmd lieen a sall\ ujton them draw up to receive 
linn, at last came to himself and saw his error, and then 
facing about lit n tailed tull sj«cd through the same 
breach be which he had gone out, but not till he had first 
blindlv advanced above t hi ec hundred paces into the open 
field It did not however fall out so well with Captain 
Julio’s ensign, at the tune w lien St Paul wis taken lioni ns 
bv the Count de Bures and Monsieur dc R* n, foi lu In mg 
so astonished with fear ns to throw himself, colours and all, 
out at a porthole, was luiundi.itoh cut to pieces by the 
enemv , and m the same siege, it was a very memorable 
fear that so bcued, control ted, nnd faze up the beait of a 
gentleman, that he sank down, stone dead, in the lire icli, 
without am manner of wound or hurt at all The like 
madness docs sometimes push on a whole multitude , for in 
ouc of the eucounttrs that Germanic us had with the 
Germans, two great parties were so amazed with fe 11 that 
they ran two opposite ways, the one to the same place fiom 
which the other had fled J Sometimes it adds wings to the 
heels, as in the two first sometimes it nails them to the 
ground, and fetters them from moving, ns we lead of the 
Emperor Tbcophilus, who, in a battle he lost against the 
Agareue*s was so astonished and stupefied that lie had no 
power to fij — “ndeo pavor etiam nuvilia fornudot” 3 — till 
such time as Manuel, one of tlie principal commanders of 


1 In 1527 1 T wit , Antml , 1 6} 

5 “ So much does fear dread even the mtauaof 'sifctv ” — Quist 

t'LJT.ll 11 
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his army, having jogged and shaked hurt so as to rouse him 
out of lis trance, said to him, " Sir, if you 'will not follow 
me, I will kill you, for it is better von should lose jour 
hfe than, tv being taken, lose > om empire ” * But feat 
floes then manifest its utmost power when it throws us upon 
a valiant despair, having before deprived us of all sense 
both of duty and honour In the first pitched battle the 
Komans lost against Hannibal, under the consul Seinproum& 
a body of ten thousand foot, that had taken fnght, seeing 
no other escape for their cowardice, went and threw them- 
selves headlong upon the great battalion of the enemies, 
which with marvellous force and f orr they charged through 
and through and routed with a very great slaughter of the 
Carthaginians, thus purchasing an ignominious flight at 
the same price they might have gamed a glorious victor} 5 
The thing m the world I am most afraid of is fear, that 
passion alone, tn the trouble of it. exceeding all otliei non. 
dents TThat affliction could be greater or more just than 
that of Porapi’s friends, who, m his ship, were spectators 
of that horrible minder 9 Yet so it was that the fear of 
the Egvptian ve-sels tin*} saw mining to board them, pos- 
se* ed them with so gavafc alarm that it is ol xaned t her 
thought of nothing hut calling upon the manners to make 
baste, and by force of oarsto escape awa\ , till Viemg arrived 
at Ivto, and delrvu.-d from fear, (Lej had leisure to turn 
th«ir thoughts to the loss of tbeir captain, and to give vent 
to tho-e tear? and lamentations that the other moi e potent 
1 a^sion had till then suspended ‘ 

“lain paior sapienttam oraneni nubi e% ammo cxpectornt 1,1 
Such as have lven w«.ll hanged m some skjnmsh, mi} 
let, all wounded and bloody as tin y are be hi ought oil 
again tl<* novt dai to eharg, hot such ,is have mice con- 
ceived a guod sound fear of the menu , will never he made 
so much as to look him m the face Such as arc in 
immediate fra r of losing their estates of tanrshinent or of 
bkverv, live m perpetual anguish and lose all npjKitite and 

1 Zonir a* lib m 5 I-‘>T, i\l JO 

’ Ciccrw Tu-c , m 2fi 

1 ‘ Then ftirdrotc- oat all intelligence from tbs iiuml ’ — 

I nmi - oji Cicri o, Tus' , n $ 
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repose , whereas such ns are actually poor, slaves, oi exile 1 !, 
oft (lines Inc ns men ilv as other folk And the many 
j>eoplc who, impatient of the perpetual n Linns of fear have 
hanged or drowned themselves, or dashed themselves to 
pieces, give us sufficient!) to understand that fiat is moie 
importunate and m8iijvport.il »le than death itself 
The Greeks acknowledge another kind of fear, differing 
from any we have spoken of vet that surprises us without 
anv visible cause, Lv nn impulse from heaven so that whole 
nations and whole armies have la en b time k with it Such 
a one was that which brought so wonderful a desolation 
upon Cartilage, where nothing was to ho heard hut 
affrighted voices and outcries , where the inhabitants weio 
seen to ball) out ot (heir houses as to an alarm, and their 
(o charge, wound, and kill one another, us if thev had been 
enemies come to surprise their utv All things were in 
disoidor and fun till, with prn) ers and sacrifices thev had 
appeased their gods, 1 and this is that thev call a panic 
terror 1 


CHAPTER XVHT 

THCT VIEN ARE NOl TO JUDGE OP OUR HAPPINESS TIED 
Ab TER DFATH 3 

“ Scilicet ultima ‘■enipei 
Lv-poctnnda dies liommi cst , dicujuc lieatus 
Ante ohitnm nemo xnprcnnipie funor i delict " 

The aeiy chililieu know the story of King Urccsus to this 
purpose, who being taken prisoner b) C) ms, and h) him 
condemned to die as he was going to execution cried out 
“0 Solon, Solon 1 ” which hung presently reported to 
Cyrus, and he sending to inquire of him u hat it mi ant, 
‘ Dki!i Sic., \v 7 

> Ibitl , Phitareli on Isis and Osins, c. 8 

3 Chnrron 1ms Imnovveo with unusual literal it) from this and 
the succeeding chapter See Nodicr, Questions, p 206 
3 “ e should all look forward to our test ite\ no one can lie 
called happy till he is dead and buried ’ — Ovid, Vi t , in 133 
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Crtcsiie gave him tc understand that he now found the 
tea chm? bolon had formerly given him true to his cost which 
was That men, however fortune may smile upon them 
could never be said to be happy till they bad been seen to 
pass over the last day of their lives by reason of the un 
certainty and mutability of human things which upon 
very light and tmn.il occasions are subject to 1 e totalh 
changed into a quite contrary condition And so it was 
that Agesilaus made answer to one who was say rag what a 
happy young man the King of Persia was to come so 
j oung to so uughtv a kingdom Tis true °aid he hut 
neither was Pram unhappy at his rears In a short 
time bangs of "tfaccdon successors to that mighty AJctan 
dcr became joiners and senveners at Romo a tyrant of 
Sicilv a pedant at Connth a conqueror of one half of the 
world and general of so many armies a m«erah!f> sup- 
pliant to the rascally officers of a long of Kgvjt sO much 
did the prolongation of five or six months of life cost tl f* 
giejtPorapcy and in onr fathers days Imflovii o Sforza 
the tenth Puke of Milan whom a]i ItaH had so long 
trucll/vl i nder was seen to die a wretched prisoner at 
Iiotlics 1 ut not till be hal lived ten rears ui captinti 1 
which was the uorst part of his fortune The fairest of 
all queens 3 wido to the greatest king m Europe did she 
not come to die by fcl c hand of an rxicutiuner (Jnuoitl y 
rad barb irons cruelty Anl a U i»u«anl nne caamples 
there are of th' 9 imp km 1 for it seems that as dorms 
ml tempests hare a milice against, the proud and or r 
tower in, hei c Iits of our lofty buildings there ar I«o 
spuits above that are envious of tin uiandeuio here 
below 

t «n c al*v> re 1 uniaiio.' is aMlta iia i da 

Oltcrt tpilrlr fnwt* - t ,, lr ’em. 

Proculrw vloddr-o il I -there vi Jctnr 

And it sfin iJd --ci m also tbit Fortune sometimes lies m 


I lutarcl \jwtl of tl e I acednu onians 
* He a as m { n imt 1 1 > Louis \l i im iron ca_c 
3 wan ynren of Stnt 

Sotrnc it i that ‘one re It t « np ct \ u 
e „l!tfcnf * fa. cfs or I tie cruel aw sum un 1. 
n t< tmh j rt ithf — ! cepi-rir,s ui 
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wait to surprise the last liour of our lues, to show the 
jower slit lias, in a moment, to overthrow what she was so 
inaiiv rear; m building, making us cn out with Labtnus— 
“ Ximirum hac die 

Una plus vim milti, «pirun vivcmlnm fmt ’ 1 * 

And, m tins sense, tins good advice of Solon inar reason- 
ably be taken , hut he being a philosopher (with which 
sort of men the favours and disgraces of Fortune stand for 
nothing, either to the making a man hippy 01 unhappy, 
mid With whom grandeur* and powers are accidents of % 
quality almost indifferent) I am apt to think tbnt lie had 
some further mm, and that his meunng was, that the very 
felicity of life itself, which depends upon the tnunjmJhU 
mid contentment of a well-descended spmt, and the reso- 
lution and assurance of a well-ordered s-> J ought neicr 
to lie attributed to any man till he has first be< n seen to 
plu> the last, and, doubtless, the hardest net of hie p irt 
There mav be disguise' nnd disannul itioii m all the rest 
where these fine philosophical discourses are onh put on 
and where no ldcut. not touching ns to the quick, give us 
leisure to maintain the same grant v of ispo t but, mtlns 
last scene of death, there is no more counterfeiting we 
must spent nut pi un and dis. over wlint there is of pure 
and clean in the but tom of the pot 

“ Nam ven voces tum deinum pee tore fib imu 

Ejiciuntur , et enpitiu junoin in met ret - 

Wherefore, at this last, all the othf 1 actions of oni life ought 
to be tried and sifted ’tis the nnster-d iv 'tis the day that 
is judge of all the rest, ■ ’tis the day,” slys one of the 
ancients , 3 "that must be judge of all mv foregoing (ears ” 
To death do I refer the assay of the fruit of all my studies 
we shall then see wlietln r mv discourses came onh fiom 
mr month ot from my heart I have se* u many bv their 
death give a good or an ill repute to their whole life 

1 " I km e In ed longer by tin* one ilav than I should hav c done. 

— Mvckoiuos, u 7 

* “Then at last truth from the heart , the visor* gone, 
the m in remain* ’’—Hoeetiu*, in fi 7 

3 Seneca lip , 102. 
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Scipio, the father-m law of Pompey, in dying, well wiped 
away llie ill opinion that tall then every one had concened 
of hnn 1 Epammondas being asked which of the three he 
had in greatest esteem, Chabnas, Iphicrates, or himself, 
“ You must first see us die,” said be “before that question 
can be resnhed ”* And, m truth, he would infinitely wrong 
that man who would weigh him without the honour and 
grandeur of his end 

God lias ordeied all things as it has Lest pleased Hun , 
hut I have, m my tame, seen three of the most execrable 
persons that ever I knew m all manner of abominable 
living and the most infamous to hoof, who all died a very 
regular death and m all circumstances computed, even to 
perfection There are brave and fortunate deaths I have 
seen death cut the thread of th« progress of a prodigious 
advancement and in the height and flower of its increase, 
of a certain person ° with so glorious an end that, in my 
opinion, his ambitious and generous designs had nothing in 
them so high and great at their interruption He arrived, 
without completing Ins course at the place to which his 
ambition aimed, with gi eater glory than he could either have 
hoped or desired, anticipating bv his fall the name and 
power to wh.vh he aspired in perfecting his career In the 
judgment I ma.be of another man’s life, I always observe 
bow he earned, himself at his death , and the prmcipal 
concern I h<v\e for my own is that I may die well — that is, 
patiently and tranquilly 


CHAPTER SIX 

THAT TO STUDT PHILOSOPHY 18 TO 1E4.EN TO TWF 

Cjcebo says * “ that to studs philosophy is nothing but to 
prepare one’s self to die ” The reason of which is, because 
study and contemplation do in some sort withdraw from us 

1 Seneca, Ep , 24 ' Flutirch, Apoth 

1 Montaigne, denbtle3i, refer* iv In? iuend Etienne de la Doetie, 
at vlioio death in 1563 he w as present 



cn*.p 


IS in xi \ns to mr_ 


65 


our soul, am! employ it scjwrateh from the hath, winch is 
a kind of apprenticeship ami a resemblance of dc ith , or 
Use Iv'inmi all the wisdom ami re isonmg in the world do 
m the end conclude iu this joint, to fitch us not to feir to 
die And to si\ the truth either our mwn mocks ns, or 
it ouglit to hm • no other aim hut our i on tent men t onl> 
liortoond* ivinr nmt him? but ni sura to mnl,e us Inc well, 
tnd, n<t the Huh Sinpturo bixs,’ at our ease All the 
opinions ui the world a "ns m tins, that pleasure is our * ml, 
though we make u«e of dm n> means to iff nn if thei would, 
otherwise, In. 1 cjoi tel nt tin. first motion, for who would 
gne c ir to him that should pnijmse nftln tiuu iuul mi son for 
his cud J The tout n.u rsn s uttd disputes of the philo- 
sophical sects upon this jiomt nn* merely vorlnl — "Trnis. 
oumnuis sokrtissmius migas " * — time is more m them ot 
opposition unit obstinncx tlinn is consistent with so saired 
a profession , Imt what«oo\ei jwrsonage a man takes upon 
inmselt to ptrform he e\cr mixes lus own pirt with it 
l>t the philosophy) s mu what they will the main thing 
nl wlmh wo all aim even in Mrtuc itself, is ph isure It 

amuses mo to rattle ui thur cars tins word, which then po 
nauseate to hear and if it wgnitv some supreme pleasure 
and excess i\c contentment it ib more due to tlic assistance 
of vutue than to am other assist race whatever Tins 
j (leisure, for liemg more gni moic smown more robubt, and 
more mnnh , is unh the men senonsh voluptuous, and We 
ought to gne it tlic name of pleasure, as that which is more 
favourable gentle, and natural, and not lliat of rigour from 
which wo ha io denominated it The other, and meaner 
pleasure, if it could dos»ne tlus fair name, it ought to be 
bi wax of competition, and not of privilege I find it less 
exempt from traverses mil inconveniences than virtue itself, 
and, lwsides that the enjoyment is more momentary, fluid, 
and frail, it has its watchings fasts, and Jalwurs, its sweat 
and it s blood , and , moreos er, has particular to itself so many 
several sorts of sharp and wounding passions, and so dull a 
satiety attending it, as equal it to the sex crest penance And 
we mistake if we tlimh that these lncommodities servo 


1 Etclcs in 12 , where, however, the exact text is, “For a mi 
to rejoice and to do cowl in Ins life " 

* ** Lot lisskipour those subtle trifles ” — f'bSPCi, Ep , 117 



Gfi to «nor rmio'-orur r rowsi 

it for a *pur *ohI n to its src. tw - (ns in na im. 

one (oainn h (jmckcntJ 1 t m rr = iv «licnw< mm 
to -nrtu that like c n«-q«ujff and diffi. nines oitntlidin 
ami r ndirit tush n. an 3 invet ->ibl v.li rcas niUi h more 
ajtU lion in iolupttn>u‘n -= the* • nnHb' sharpen nnl 
li u.htt.it ih perfect ami pbT®urt tinn prncun. us 

Hl rtndtr; linnet If un worths of it who will counterpoise it 1 ? 
tort with itb fruit and n, itlnr under tanefc th*' Llcwng nor 
how to U't it TIio * who preiJi to us tha‘ tlie quv t of 
it is njrc.t, djffiialt anl jaraful hut its fruition pleasant 
vlnt <[f> thf \ mt^Ti hr tli it hut to t< II 11s that it ik alvrivq 
unpl rasing ' For tv hat human meins Rill ever a* tain its 
cnjovmcnt The most perfect bv*e Wn fun to content 
tlicmsJves to upue unto it and to ipprmch it onlr with 
outcrer pos-e sinj it But tW arc decern. 1 °'’cinj_ tint of 
oil the pleasures ne know the rerv pursuit is p’rmnt 
TLr attvmpt ever relishes of the quiliti of the thro.r to 
Thith it lsclircdec! for it is a g nd jnrt of and consul) 
stintnl vitli the effect Tin. felieiti and Votitulc tint 
glillem jji Virtue shuir, tbr«m.h"Ut all her appurtenances 
and ar*nues crcn to the fir t tntrv anl utmost limit® 

"\n-v of all tK benefits that virtue confers upon us the 
eont* mpt of death is one of the greatest as the moans that 
aei ,m mod ate s human life with i ®oft and easr tranquil Lite 
?nl f.»es us a pure and pleasant taste of living without 
whtr.h all other pleasure would lie erhnet Which is the 
reason why al! the rules centre and concur in this one 
article And although llicv all m hke maiiuur with com 
mon a< cord teach ns also to despite pain povertv and the 
other accidents to which human life is subject it t« md 
nevertheh ss with the same suliiitnlc a e well It tvaci >n 
the c accidents are not of -o great nece B Mtv the greater part 
of mankind passing over th°jr whole Jins? without ever 
knowing what poverty is and come without sorrow or «iek 
ne as Xcnophilus thE musK-nn who livcl a hundred and 
®xr rear* in perfect and cimtioual health, as also because 
at the worst death can whenever we j lease cut short and 
put an en<1 to all other in convenience •, But is to death it 
is inevitable - 

Onme* codem togimnr nimnnm 
t erator ama »nns onus 
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'•or- exitun, cl m« in n termini' 

I xilntni ia<[n~uini < i nth i*,' 1 

ntii3, pt»n«(*qu ( «uth , if it fright* us. 'tis a ityrpetiml torment, 
fur wlmh there is no cort of lousolatinn "i'lioro i« nn 
h> which it :<tnv not ryic h tie IVemai continuity <urn u tu 
heads tlui nnd that, as in n sus]n ited cmuiti>, ” qu.p, 
quasi c.ixtnn Tnntilo, semper uhjm ndet " 3 Our Limits ot 
justice often «.m«I ln< k condenuu d < uminnls to lie executed 
upon the phiowliere the iriinewns committed, hut, c<uii 
th<iu to fiuc liotws In the t\a\ , prep in* for than the h<st 
entertnmuu nt \ou tan — 

' \nn saulii di]'Ls 
l)uh i m » lnt>or ilmnt -.ipon in 
Nun ftunm i ith irn qu« i intni 
Soninum rciluccnt ’ ’ 

Do ton think thci can relish it - «iud that Hit tutnl mil ot 
their jounit'i beim; contimmlh lief, ire their pus, would 
not ultoi find depraxo their palate fiom tasting these 
rcgahus 5 

“ In. tit it* r iinmemt-iat <lits -p unique \ Minim 

Mctit’i* Jitii’i, twsjuefu'-jtesiefiiiiiiq '* 

The end of oui ran* is Jt.afh, ’tis the w .v^san object 
of our aim, which if it flight us. how is. it possible to 
advincc n step without a tit of ague 9 Tlic remedj the 
nitgnr me is not to think on't , hut Horn w hat hrutish 
fitujnditi esn tlnn dome so gross, a blindness * They must 
bridle the ass hi the t ul 

“ fjui c ijnto l|rsc Sim uistitiiit ic'hgix lttru,” 5 




“ Wc 


ir Inter, 




ill Ihiuiu! one ' oj age tlic lot of nil, Municr < 
t of tlic tun •III must to eternal < \ile sail n- 

Cjrtno rtt 
nd> 


Unit , Oil , ii i, _ 

3 “ L\er, like 1 ant ilu»’ stone, it lwngs 
Fimb , i 18 

3 “ Sicilian (hunt its w ill not tickle their pnlnte=, nor tie 
of lurds or linqn 111 mg hick sleep ’ — Ifoi. , Oil , ui ), 18 

* “Hie coiwiitcm the route, compute- tlie tunc of finicHin^ 
inea.snnng lus life b> tlie length of tlic journei , mid torments him 
self lij thinking of tlie blow to come”— Ci udixvcs, in /■’«/ 


[ 117 


Who jij bis foll> seeks to mlmnro bnehu nrtU " — IitCRi-Tli's, 
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ft? no u under xf he bo often trapped in the piifol) They 
affn n ht people with the Terr mcution of rle itb and naan) 
iross themselves as it were the name of the devil And 
became the makm., a man. s will is in reference to dying 
not a man will he persuaded to take a pen m hand to that, 
purpose till the ] nyueiau has passed sentence upon him 
and totdlh given him over and then betwivt grief and 
terror knows m hoiv St a condition of understanding 
he is to do it 

The Romans by reason that this poor syllable deufk 
sounded so harshly to thpn ears and seemed so ominous 
found out a way to Gotten and spin it out by a periphrasis 
and instead of pronouncing such a one is dead said Such 
a one has lived or Such x one has ceased to live for 
prowled the w was wu mention of life in the case though 
p ist it carried yet some sound of consolation And from 
them it is that we have 1 orrowed our expression Tlie late 
Moucienr such and bucli a one Ftradveniure as the 
r lying is the term we liave lived w worth run money I 
v as boro betwixt eleven and twelve o clock m the forenoon 
the lust dxv of February 153} according to our compute 
tn.n iegwning the year the If-t of January 3 and it is non 
1 ut ym.t fifteen day r suue T. vra complete nine and thirty 
years old I make account to live at least as ninny more 1 * 
In the mean time to trouble a umn s self with the thought 
of a thing so far off were folly But what ? Young and 
old die upon the same terms no one departs out of life 
otherwise than it he had hut just belong entered into it 
neither is any man so old and decrepit who having heard 
of -Methuselah does not think he his vet twenty years 
good to come Fool that thou art who lias assured unto 
thee the term of life - * Thou depend, st up in p hrsiuans’ 
tales rather consult effects and eapene-u^e According to 
the common course of tilings tis long since that thou hast 
lived hy extraordinary favour thou hast already outlived 
the ordinary term ot life And that it is so reckon up 

1 Plnterel f ife oT C cero c 

* Tin* i os in Millie of til 'mlunuirc of Harks IV in 3 j63 
•*re''JQii.«ly the v e-ir cninmeiiLtal it Easter hi that the 1st Janinrv 
lo( 9Eecani'’ thr firsidayof Cl e j ear fool 

3 Moi ta ^ne did not real vein expectation as he died in 1 jS2 
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tin nr-juainlance, liow mam more Inve died before they 
arm oil nt tin ngethin have attained unto it ami of those 
who Inn i' pnmW their hies In their renown, nit but an 
amount, and I dare Kj a winter thou wilt hud more who 
have died Ivfore limn nftir fnc-fliid-tlnrh \< us of use 
It is full both ot reawn and pieh too, to tube example hj 
the humanity of Jesus Christ Himself, non. He ended 
T£m life at tliree-and-tlnrti ieurs The gie iti «1 mini, that 
lias 110 man than n man Uctandct dial also ut tin nine 
n^e lion mam nurd 'uu has death to surprise us } 

“ ()iiiil<jm-ijue, vitrt, miuqiinni boituni satis 

Caution isl m hors-* 1 


To omit fevers and pli tinsu a, nhu would iur have 
imagined that u duke of Bnttnnr 1 should I»‘ pressed to 
lit i th m i (rowel as that duke was, at the entrv of Pape 
Clqmcnt, mi neighbour into Lions - 3 Hast thou not seen 
one of om 'kings' killed at a tilting, and did not one of 
his , un. os bus die In tin jostl** of n lino,' .EkIiiIus, 
Diaateiied with the fa’} of ,i bouse, was to mad’ puri'C'sc 
Uromnspoi t t» avoid that danger, so. mg that ho »«i 
knocked oil the head t>\ a tortoise falling out oL an eagles 
talons m the air* Anothei was diok.J with a gnpe- 
stonc an iiu|H.roi killed with tin serin h ol n comb m 
combing lus head iEuuhux Lcpidus with a stunilde at 
his own threshold,’ and AnfidniR with a jostle against the 
door as he onteied the lomuil-chandier And betwixt the 
veij thighs of women, Cornelius Gallus the pnttor, 
Tigillmus captain of tin' w aich at Rome, Ludovico, son 
of Guido di Gonznga. Marquis of Mantua , and fof wor«c 
example) SpmiRippns, a Platonic plu]o»ophei,’ and one ol 


“ Be m» cnutiotw ns ho mnj, man enn 


;i foresee the dangc 


that nmj at anv hour fatal fiira -lion-, 0 n 13, IS 
- John II dud JIB,'! , , ,,, 

J fins noighlxmi, Clement V , was RertrMid de <’ 0 t, Aidiliwiop 
ofI)ordeA«\ 

4 Henry IT , hillul m otomiuirocnt, Jmj 10 , ]*> ' 

* Philip, elile t son of Luius 1c Oro* 

* Val Ma-: , i\ 12, o\t 2 
"Hun, Sat Hist , in 33 

* As to SspeUMpptn, Diogenes T icrtins (n J) m 
Si If, tired oi phi ago and inhrimtj 


7 Idem, dud , ext i 


■i lie killed him 
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our Pt ih. c TV {«r jiilp* Jilin «rn* vljunninnit in 
u im* f »r < uJi* '1 i'p fjut b* 1um» If nif inwhth n- * n 
d mm* i 1 \ *J* ti J hi 1 hi* own t-t n if lifi, txf >r> 3 W bil-»t 
Gnus Julius th ihfamn was an mtinpr tin <us (f ft 
I ati nt dr it h *!»««! bis own ami if I mu bnnp in an 
• rum 1 ** of nn mn blood i broth* r < f min* Cijtojn 
St Mirim i TomiuT man tbr v *ind twenty n nr> oil ,r h" 
hid ifr. i U uv n Mifiiu<nt kstiniom of bis vaJ mr ] hvin„ 
l m*i1<li it t< oni*- pifnuli i lo of n 1 ill i litf] it *v 
In- it phi mr win b ns if pii no wiimiiir of sign * f 
"mini or f nt im n 1 took no noti of it ji ir so mitfli 
i* nt down to nj t him*. If lint jnurthoh * di <1 
rithin flu or sn bour» iflcr of m ipnjleta imtuhu'I In 
tint Won 

Ihosc bo fit ju* - nt and common simples 3 i*smp oitn 
* 3 n before onr«*i « bov is it possible 1 mm "lioull cVen 
.gags buiihtif fr< m the thought of d**itli or nm 3 fwwntr 
that it Ins tis o\er\ moment br th* tbrnit' "Wh it 
mittor is it inn will sai v\l nli wit it comm to p « 
jroi Hied t man h ■> not ternfr linn 1 If with tbce\f«*t> 
twin For mv j art T ini of tins amid ind if i man 
cilild lit in' minis avoid it thoiu,b 1 \ ere* ping under 1 
mips skin I am one tint should not Ik? ashamed of the 
shift ill I aim it is to pw nn time it mi cast, mil the 
rouTilums that will most contribute to it I tal e hold of 
as little glorious and cxempUn as sou sulL 

Pr*tulirui debrn tnersiucaiten 
Dun 1 n drier-tent nnlu me eel (Unique til lint 
Qui 1 ipere etran 

But Us foils to chink of *1 mg am tlung that «ai Thu 
go the' come the* - gall'd in 1 Jm in I not 1 word of 
d nth All this (►. '(.n fine but withal when it conies 
either lo themselves their wires their ehilrlren 01 friends 
surprising them nt unawares and unpre*pred then what 
torment "hat outcries what mailings and despair 1 Did 
vou eaer sw ftnxtlmu, so suldu 1 so < hang* d <md so con 
founded ** A m in most therefore isal e more uarh 3 non 

1 I had r ither =eeri nnl or -1 sluggard so that mj deter H are 
asreait le to nnsdf or tl at I am not 1 ainfaUv con cions of tl eni 
than bo a isc and »] tioas — Hob Li u 2 1 °C 
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CHAP sjix] 


sion f^r it , and tins brutish negligence could it posiibh 
lodge jp the brain of am mm of sense f winch I think 
utterly impossible), sells ns its merchandise too dear Were 
it an uiemj that could be amidod, 1 would tlion advise to 
borrow anns evui of Cowardice itself , but seeing it is not 
and that it will catch you ns well flung ind playing the 
poltroon, is standing to t like an hunt *t man— 


“ Xtmpc ct tiigaccm pei>ennitiir ' inun 
Xcc TMiMt unMIi* jnunt i 

I'ophlilm* timiitiHjac ti r}*» ' 

And seeing that no tcinjior of anus l 1 - of proof to secure 
us— 


— let us learn bravely to &tnml our ground, and tight him 
And to begin to depme bim of the greitest a»U outage ho 
lias over ns, lot us tike a nay quite coutnn to the common 
couist Let us disarm hixu ot bis novelty mil strangono's, 
let us con\oric and befanulur yyitli him, md hayc nothing 
so frequent in our thoughts as death _ Upon all oc asmne 
represent him to oui imagination m hfs e'en shape, at the 
stumbling of a hone, at the falling of a tile, at the least 
pneL y\ itli a pm, let ua presently consider and sat to oui- 
eelvcs, “Well and wlmt if it had been deith itself-' and, 
thereupon, let us entourage and fortify onr&elus L't US 
evermore, amidst oui jollity and feasting, set the leuiein- 
brance of ourfrail condition liefore our eyes noicr suiieruig 
ourselves to be so f-ir transported with our delights, hut 
that we liaae some intei mh of reflecting upon, and con- 
sidering hoar many several wavs this jolhfcv of ours tends 
*o death, and with liow mnnj dangeis it threatens it e 
Egyptians were yvont to do after this manner, ''ho m the 
height of then feasting and mirth, caused a anea skeleton 
of a man to bo brought into the room to suae tor a 
memento to tlieir guests 

1 “He pursue* the flying polhoon, nor spares the hamstrings 

of the unwarlike vnutli who turns his hack —Idem, iW, 

*» “ tot him hide beneath iron or brass ,n ins. fear, death will 
pull his head out of his amour ” — PlJlrEHTIUS m lo 



72 TO STEDI PHILOSOPHY [book X. 

Omnem ere le diem tif t diluKi^e supremtim 
Grato Mipencmet gnrt non spent itnr bora. 1 * * 4 * 

"Where death waits for its is uncertain , let m loot, for 
huu * Ten where The premeditation of death is the pre 
mt ditation of liberty be who has learned to die has nn 
leaned to sene There is nothing of «d in Jiff for lam 
who rightly cnmprobendB that the privation of life is no 
enl to know how to die delivers us from all subjection 
aad comtmat Paulws d?milni5 aasnured him whom the 
miserable King of Jlaeedon Ins prisoner sent to entreat 
him that he would not lead him in Lib triumph ‘ Let lum 
make that mjuest to himself 9 
In truth in all things if nature do not help a little it is 
scry hard for art and industry to perform anything to pur 
pose I aui in mi own nature Dot melancholic but medita. 
tire aad there is nothing I hare more contmuillj enter 
tamed nirscH withal than imaginations of death even in 
the most wanton tinn- of mj age 

ahicnndnm quum .it ft* Jlorid* \ cr agcrct * 

In the compam of ladips and at games some have per 
Laps thought me possessed with some jealousy or the 
uiHertainty oF some hope whilst 3 was entertaining ml self 
with the remembrance of some one snqinsed a. few days 
before with a burning fever of which he died returning 
from an tnt^rt'im^nunt hie this with his bead full of idle 
fancies of lore and jollitv as mine was then and that for 
aught I Jcnc.v the same destiny was attending me 
J am iu»nt n fr. j o-d. an quoin rox mvire 1 icebit 1 
Tet did not this thought wnnUe mv toreliead an? more 
than any other It is impossible but w <■ must feel a sting 
m such imaginations as lhe*e at hint but with often 
turning and re turning them in one s mind they at tost 

1 Think each day when past n thj hut tie neat dai as 
unexpected i.nll be the more welcome. — Sou Ep i 4 It 

1 Plutarch Life of Panin-. xkmdiiw e 1 / Cicero Tnee v 40 

* When uiV florid am* ti jolted in pleasant spring — 
Catoliis lav in 

4 Presently the present vail have gone never to be recalled 

—IlCKEm v m, »2S 
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become so familiar as to be no trouble at all , otherwise I, 
for my part, should l*e in a perpetual f right and frenzi , for 
never man wa« so distrustful of Ins life, nevei man so 
uncertain ns to its duration Neither health, which I linvc 
hitherto ever enjoyed veil strong and ngoious, and very 
seldom mtoimpted, does prolong, nor sickness contract iu\ 
hopes Etut minute, methuihs. I un escaping, and it 
ctcrnnlli runs m rot mind, flint what mn\ be done to- 
morrow, mnr be done to-dav Hamids and dangers do, in 
truth, little m nothing hasten our end , and if we consider 
how ni<ui) thousands nioic remain and hang over oui heads, 
besides the accident that immediatelv tlneatcns us we shall 
find that flic sound and the suk, those that aie abroid at 
sea and those that sit In the fire those who are engaged m 
battle, and those who sit idle at home, aio tin one as near 
it ns the other ’ Nemo altero fragilior est nemo in eras- 
tinuin sui eerhor ” 1 * * * For am thing I have to do before I 
dio, the longest h isure w otihl appear too short were it but 
uu hour’s business I hid to do 

A fnend ot mini tin? other day turning over m\ tablets 
found therein a memorandum of something I would hare 
done after mi decease whereupon I told him, as it was 
really tine, that though I was no more thnu a league’s dis- 
tance ouh finn mi own house and merry and well, vet 
when that thing came into mi head, I made haste to write 
it down there, because I was not certain to live till I came 
home As a mini that am etenmllv brooding over nil own 
thoughts, and confine them to mi own particular concerns, 
I am at all hours as well prepared as I ant evci like to lie, 
and death, wlmnei er be shall come, can hi mg nothing along 
with him I did not p'pect long before. We should always, 
as near as we can, be booted and spuned, and ready to go, 
mid, above all things, take care, at that tune, to have no 
business with any one but one’s self — 

‘ ' Quid l>i6i i forte 5 jnculamnr to o 
JIulta’” 5 


1 " So man is more fragile than another no roan more certain 

than another of to monw ’’ — SiMCA, Cp, 91 

a “Win, for «o Jiort n life, tcaze onracncsvith ao many pro- 

jects ’"—Hop , Od , n. Jfa, 17 
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Cor we eliiill tboro find work enough to do without nnv nrtfl 
of idditnn One man u>m] loins more than of At tth tint 
he ft therein jm tented of a glorious v lttorv another, tint, 
lie mutt die Ik fore lie has married Ins daughter or edu 
cited Ins children a third teems onlv tioubled that he 
must lose Oil socirtv of his wife a fourth tin* confer 
s itir u of lus ion is the prmcijnl comfort and concern of 
Ins Ik. mg For mi jart Iain th.ml s 1 e to God it this 
in'-t mt m such i condition that I am rea ]> to dislodge 
whenever it Bhall please Hun without regret for am thing 
whatsoever 1 disengage m\ self throughout from all 
worldlv relations an leave is soon taken of all bntmvself 
A v«>r did inj one prejurc to bid adieu to tin. world more 
lhsolutclv and umesencdlv and to slnl e hands with ill 
manner oE interest in it than I expect to do The deadest 
deaths ore the best. 

Mim i- 0 inner ninnt ei min ndorait 
Lna dies jnfrata milu tot pn rrn vita 

And the builder 


Mancnt "iji- Iio open intcmij ta imnajquo 
Wnroruin in 0 entv» * 

A man must design nothing that will require so much time 
to the finishing or at least with no such passionate desire 
to tee it brought to perfection W e are bora to action 


Qnmn tuomr melmm >oh -it et inter oj ns • 


I would al ways have a man to be 1 doing and as much as in 
him lies to extend and spin out the offices uf bfi and then 
let death tike me planting m> cabbage-- indifferent to him 
and still less of my garden t not being iuikhed I saw one 
die who at Jus last gasp eomplamel of uotking so much 
as that destinj was about to cut the thread of a chronicle 


'Wretch that I am tbej cry one fats! daj has deprived 
twdof eoroanj joysofJif* — Lc cp E ras m fill 
* The v\ oiks remain incomplete ti e tall pinnacles. of the w alls 
nnm-ule — JEt nil n 8S wl ere mat cut m pt I dn t 

\\ hen 1 =holl the let it be doing that 1 bad designed. — - 
Otib A ) or , n JO 35 
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KT0 11- \ll\ rp Pit 


ht-dory he was then compiling when ho was gone no farther 
uan the fifteenth or sixteenth of our kings 

"lllnil in Jus rtlni« non mhlnnt, nei tiln o mm 
own dc-uUnnm rcnini Miper in-nlit mm.” 1 

are to discharge our'ehos from those nilgai and 
hurtful humours To this purpose it was that nun first 
appointed the places of tepultuu- idjoimng the liiunhe* 
■'ini in the most tn qut ntod pLu.es of the cits to ,u custom, 

< at s L\ curgus ' the lonnnnn people women, and children, 
‘hat thcv should not 1“ startled at the bight of n corpse, 
and to the end. that the continual speef n le ot bone-, 
srrncs and fonernl ubsequiea should put us m mind of om 
frail condition 

"Quin ctinm lalulniarc \ in* eoionin cuic 
Mos nliro, Ct mist ere ipull* •pertacola itiri 
Cert nni uni icrro « i'I'P ct snpc r ip-n i ulentuin 
Vonila, rc'persi-. mm jnreo sin^umt minsis ’ 


-\nd as the Egyptians after their feasts were wont to pre 
'put the company with a yn.it imng* til death, hj one flint 
enc'd out to them, "Drink and lv merry for such bhalt 
thou be when thou art dead ’ bo it is nn custom to have 
death not only m mv imagination hut tontmualh mini 
mouth Neither is then any tlmig of which I am so inquisi- 
tive, and delight to inform myself, as the mnmui ot men’s 
deaths their uords, looks, nnd heaimg, nor anv places in 
history I am so intent upon , and it is manifest enough bj 
mi crowding m examples of tins find, that I lmvc a par 
ticular fanev foi tlint subject If I u ere n writer of books, I 
would compile a registei, with n comment of the ynnous 
deaths of men he who should teach men to die, would at 
the onrnc tune to u h them to Inc Dicearchus unde one, 
to which lie gave that title , but it was designed foi another 
and less profitable end * 


' “I hoc do not add that dung, wo have nn longer a <!e ire to 
possess things. ” — IjVCI ITICS, ill 91’ 

■ Plutarch, in Nita 

* “It was formerly the custom to Million banquets with 
slaughter, nml to combine w itli the repast the dire spectacle of men 
contending with the sword, the living in mans cons falling upon 
the cup®, and coverin'’ the tallies with blood -Snios Itu-icin, 
ai 51 1 Cicero, DeOlhc , n. S 
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Pi nek ent lire someone mat object tint Hip pam owl 
t* nor of lung «o isSnifch exceed nil manner of m tuna 
bon tli it tin. 1 fit feiKir null be quite out of his j kn when 
it cum* s t the yusli Lei them us whit tha till to 
yreraidiUtc is doubtk s a s«_rv gnit al>unta„'t find 
bCi! k is it nothing to f.o fir -it lead without distnr 
l^n/e or alteration 'Moreover 2> attire hcr-elE assists xnd 
CTironra„e<s us if the death le sudden and Yioknt re 
ha. not husun to fi-ar if otherwise 1 perron c that as I 
auru-ii further in m' di“-a£o I nahiralh enter into a cor 
t im bit I mg and disdain of life 1 find I hare much nic-rr 
idft to di„est thi- resolution of dun" when I am well m 
health than when Iantriuahm" of a fever and bv how 
much J hate ie - to do with the commodities of lifr l \ 
msou that 1 1 egin to lose the use and pleasure of tliLin 
I>% so much I loot upon death with less terror "Winch 
makes me hope that the further I remote from the first 
and the nearer I approach to the latter I shall the more 
easili evil itiw the one for tlie other And as I have 
erpemneed in other occamutes tbit is C-esar ears 
thincs often appear greater to us at a distance than near at 
land X have found that hetng well I have had maladu* 
m much greater horror than when reads afflicted with them 
The UtjOtir wherein X now im the cheerfulness and delight 
u herein J now live, make the omtrarv estate ayjicir in so 
great a disj roportion to my j resent Londitiun that hv 
mi tarnation I magnify tho=e nvonveniem ca 1 v out half 
aul apyrehend them to lie much more troll Wi some than I 
fin 1 them really to h*» when th he tin most heavy upon 
mt. I hope to find death the «<nne 

l>t us 1 lit ol =ene in the on 1 nun change? and deeltn i 
turn? we daily suffer how nature depm t« us of the light 
and sense of oir bodik deav "UTi at remains to an old 
mnn of the vigour of his vonth and better da vs ? 

Hen ‘•enibtL ata portio quanta luanet 
Cie^ar io in old weather beaten soldier of Ins guards who 
came to 3>h linn lease that lie might ViL himself taking 
De BoIJo Gall vn St 

Ala? to old men 1 o small a portion c* hie i_ left — 
M«mm\ r / P&ei do g ult s i ifi 



CHAP 


IS TO J.E VRN ro DIE 


notice of Ilk -withered l>odr and deu-epit motion, pie mutlx 
answered, “ Thou fanciest, then, tint thou art \et alive 
&hould a man fall into tins condition on the sudden, I do 
not tlmik humanity capable of enduring such a chanir* 
but nature, leading ns hr the hand an eisv and, as it were, 
nti insensible pace step In step conducts us to that miserable 
state and bj that means makes it funiliai to us, «otliat 
we are insensible of the stroke wlttm ora south dies m tis, 
though it he redly a hardci death thin the hual chs 
solution of a languishing bodr, than the death of old a ice 
forasmuch as the fall is not so great irom an uueisi being 
to none at ail, as it is from a spnglith and flourishnnr 
liemg to one that is troublesome and painful The both, 
licnt mid bowed lias less force to suppoi t a burden , and it 
is the ‘-rune with thi soul, and therefore it is, that we arc 
to raise her up firm and erect against the power of tins 
adsersun For, as it is impossible she should ex e: he at 
rest, whilst she stands in fan of it , so, if she once can 
assure herself she niny lwast (wliuh is a thing as it were 
Bui passing human condition) that it is impossible that dis- 
quiet nniietx, or fear, or am othei chstuibmce, bliould 
inlialut or luxe am place in liei 

" Non Milt lc- in«tauti« t\ rnnni 

Monte cpwtit solicit!, ncque Yuster 
I)n\ inijuieti turbid u- Adrift' 
h ec fulminantis lingua Joe & in anus " s 

She is then become snun ign of all hci lusts and passions, 
mistress of necessity, sh.uiu , porertx and all the other 
injul ics of fortune. Lit us, therefore, as many of us ns 
can, get this advantage , tis the true and soyeieign hbeiti 
here on earth, that fortifies us wherewithal to def\ violence 
and injustice, and to contemn piibons and chains 
“ In niiuuus ct 

Hompediba- wo ti sub custode tem.br> 


5 ‘ • Not't lw^ mtnicini* look of ft tj rant shakes her well settled 
soul, nor turbulent Yuster, the pnntc of the storms Adriatic nor 
jet the strong hand of thunderin': Jo> e, such a tempei mo'c — 
Hon , Od , in a, 3 
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But nature compels ns to it “ Go out of tins world,” 
''■its sliu, “ as \ ou entered into it the « roie piss \ ou made 
from dritli to life, without passion or fear, the fkiine, nftt r 
the same manner, rejieat from lito to < 1 . atli Tom death i-> 
a part of the order of the universe, 'tis a put of the life of 
the world 

" * Inter «e mortals mutus i n tint 

J’t, quasi cursored, ut u lnnipt'ln, trvhint ' 

" Slmll I exchange for \ ou tins lieiutitnl contexture ot 
things ’ 'Tis the conditnm uf vom creation , death is i pat t 
of tou, nud whilst i ou nidi .nmu to eiade it ion c'edc 
vovirselres This ven lvuig ol amirs that 'ou now pdjoi 
is tqunllv dimled betwixt life and doitli The dav of 'our 
hirtli is one dux's ad'nnce towards the gra'C 


"Trans qu« wtnm Uedit, hori cmpsit 
" 1 JCsKentes mniimnr, Juu-*]u* xh online poll'll t ’’ 

All the whole time tou live, xou purloin from life and live 
at the expense of life its* If The pupetunl work nf imir 
life is but to la' the foundation of death Ion are m drath, 
■whilst ion are in lif. l'ccniisc \ on still are aft* r deitl), 
" hen you are no more nine, or. if '<"> had rather have it 
so, \ou are dead after life but dung nil the while vou live, 
and death handles the dung much more rudely than the 
dead, and more sensibh and essentially If } on ha ye made 
aonr profit of life, xou ha' e had enough of it, go }om wan 
satisfied 

"*Cnr non nt plenus ' do 1 com •' a recede ’ 

" If you have not known how to malt the best use of it, if 


1 “ Mortal-*, amongst thcW>el' e», lue '‘' turns, ”0*1, hie tlie 
runners in the game', gne tip tholmip w hen th x 
rme to the next comei Liam- Tits, n , >,i , , •_ 

1 "The first hour that froe us life, tool iwa' ’>■''> ™ Hour 

SE '“h?r»?b, ™. r if 11,0 0 »d — ->■* II"- 

di'rt&il*,' 0»‘° »t"4 E>-t tom „ tet ■"- 
Luci.eth-s, in 951 
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it was unprofitable to yon, what need you care to lo*e ’U to 
what end would you desue longer to keep it 1 * 3 4 5 * * 
• Car nmjihne adhere qn ms. 

Rnr-ntn quod pereat male, tt lnimtam oeeidut omne’ 1 

“life m itself is neither good nor ml , it is the s<*'-*>e of 
good or evil as you make it And if y ou have lived £ day, 
you have seen ail one day is cquil and like to all other 
days There i» no other light no other shade , ting very 
sun thtsmoon tke=every stars, this very order and disposi- 
tion of filings, is the same roor ancestor* enjoyed, and that 
shall also entertain your posterity 

“ ‘ 'Non ahum nilere pntre«, alium'e nepotes 

Vpicient 1 

' And come the worst that can conic, the distribution and 
v.imtv of all the acts of hit comedy are performed m a 
year If you have observed the revolution of lay f 01i r 
seasons, they comprehend the infant v, the routh, the virility, 
and the old age of the world the year has played his part, 
and knows no other art but to begin agxin it will always 
be the same thmg 

‘ * t eroamur ibnleni atquo xmnmtjs usqnc. * 

" ' Atque in «c sua per ve>tign rolvitnr mans ‘ 

“ I am not prepared to create for you an v new reensrfunts 

' N im tiln prt ti m quod machincr im eniamq ne 
<)nod phci it nihil e^t eadtm -unt oniun temper 

Give place to others a® others hare tnven place to you 
Equality is the s oui of equity Who can i umplam of being 
comprehended m the same Jc-tinv, wherein all are involved J 

1 * Why hmK to add longer lue merelv to renew ill spent time, 
and he again tormented ’ — JtCPtTits ni 014 

- * 1 onx grandsircs saw no other thing* , nur w ill voii* r®* 
tentv’’— Vvutirs i ^20 

3 ‘ We are even turning in the same circle, ever therein eon 
fined Lt emirs, m. 1095 

4 “The Mar is even turning nmnd in the 'ime footstep' — ' 

TIFG1L, Gcora u 402 

’ ‘ I can iKT-e, nor find anything «>l'e to please von ’tu the 

same thing over and over again.” — Licrenis, in. 9 >1 
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Besides, live as long as tou can, you shall by that nothing 
shorten the space yon axe to he dead , ’tis all to no purpose , 
tou shall be every whit as Ion? m the condition you so much 
fear, as if you had died at nurse 

“ • Licet qnut ms mi entlo i mcere secia, 

Mors icterna t«men mhtlonnnus JK monehit ' 1 

“And yet I trill place jou in such a condition is you shall 
have no reason to be di&plp ised 

“ ‘In icranesus nnllum fore morte ahum te, 

Q\u jmss.t ntro t'lu te Ivgero peremptoro, 

Stonsque jncentem * • 

“ Nor shall yon so much ns rush foi the lite tou are so 
coucemed about 

“ ' Nec «iln eiuui qui=qunm turn se ntann|ue requirit 3 
Nee desideruun no-tri nos afliut iillum ’ 1 

“ Dmth is less to be ftaxtd than nothing if there <ould 
bo anything less thun notbmg 

“ ‘ Multo mm n in minus »<1 nos esse putamlum, * 

Si minus es'-e potest, qnain quo.1 nihil u~sc mlonms ’ 

“Neither can it any way concern you, uliPthei vou are 
hving oi dew! hung by reason that \ou are still m 
being , dead bemuse you arc no more Moreover, no one 
dies before Ins horn the time you leave behind uas no 
more yours, than that was lapsed and gone lx fore you came 
into the world , nor does it any more eonara iou 


' "Luc triumphing oier ns many xges ns \nu will, tlwith still 
will remain eternal " — Lucretius m lib 1 } 
a “Knots vni not that «hen dead, there can he no oilier 
Imnc sell to lament \ou «U ul, standing on sour gme Jiiaii, 
i bn! ,803 ' , i t >. 

a “No one then troubles himself alxmt lnm-elf, or about Ufc 
— cm iftirf.asa , , 

‘ “ Xor has any regret about lnm-elf —latm, i bin , , >J 

' ‘Deith um.1.1 -cem ranch less to u=--if indcc there could 
be less m that xsloch we see to be nothing — faint ibid , jj 
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' " Re {i<* enim ipinm nil ad no antes taietiMas 
lynij irii n (i rm ftirii ' 

* Win r. M.r vmir lift < nils it 1= all tin r« Tin. utiltfv of 
hniif, consists not m tin lingtb of tlu\s but m the mo of 
linn i mm mil li.ii 1««1 long and \«.t Iim.iI but a little 
Mi ho imp of tmu. n h ik it w jntsi at. witli )ou It dijmnls 
upon sour mil niul not iij>mi tin imnil* r of dii s to )i n 
it Miflicient 1 . ngtli of life Ik it poemldc 8 on win nnnjitit 
iu\>r to imn at tin* pi ice tounrds vrliit. 1 i ion art ‘ >11 
tmiulh gmn., anil ut then. is no joitniei hut hath its 
« ivl Ami it 1 omjom trill lnal 0 it morn pi acant or inoix 
casj to jim don not all tin. -world go the self same na\ ' 
‘IJinninto ut 1 (lcrfiincta '■'■'piontiir ’ 

* Docs lint dll the v orld dnna the same brawl thut >011 do 5 
la there anvthnig tint dots not jpov old ns well ia ion •“ 
A thousand m< n n thousand nrumals a thorn ind oilier 
<rcaturcs, die at the same moment that 3 on die - - 

1 Nam nn\ m lla ihcni n<*]uc nortem annual 0|uuu est. 
Out non anditnt juntos la^idhiis ,rri« 
plurnliis mortis cm utes 1 1 u m n- am J 

‘ To irln.fc end should 1011 mil tninr to draw 1 ml if 
there bo no posKilnliti to mail it mhi li i\« siau ix&mphs 
enough of those who him Ins 11 w. II pU w, d to dn. a« 
thereby d« Inereil fr >m hi in tniyri.s bit bar. jon aur 
i, found any who h,ir«. Insm dissitisfi. I with duui; It must 
tberetoro needs hevi n foolish t » <und> mu 1 thing jou h ne 
mither . xperirnontitl m Tour <>wn [niton noi In that of 
,itlj of.ln.r Win ..Inst thou tumjdaui of iup and of destiny ’ 
Do ire dn thee uni wrong - 1 Is it for thee to genera ue or 
for us to gmem tlue i Though poradrenture thy ace 
mui not he iai eomphslied act tin hfi is a man of l»w 
stature is as much a man as a giant neitliei men nor tlicir 

1 “ Consider I iosv as nothing to os l tlie old nge of times past 
— Lt cnmus in 981 

• ‘All tlnncs tin. n lift over nmst follow thee -Idem 1 bid , 
<81 

1 No ni„ht lias followed daj no dm ha< followed ni^ht in 
\ Inch there has not bten heard -oljs and ‘’orroTv lug crirv the com 
pan 10 ns of death and. funeinV. ’ —1dm* \ i 79 
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lives are measured liy tlie ell Chiron reCased to lie 
immortal, when he was acquainted with the conditions 
under which he was to tnjov it hr the god of time it sell 
and its duration, lus father Saturn Do hut sononsir con. 
■ude r how much more insupportable and j >amf ul in immortal 
life would be to man than what I hue already gnen linn 
If tou had not death, \ou would eternal!' curse me for 
having deprived vuu of it , I have mixed a little bitterness 
with it, to the end, that fc**eing uf w hat convenience it is, 
\ou might not too greodilv and indiscreetly seek and 
embrace it and that j ou might be so established in this 
moderation, as neither to nauseate life, nor h.ue an on- 
tijnth' for d\ ms, wluch I hive decreed jou shall once do 
I have tempered the one and thcothci betwixt plcasuieand 
pain It was I that taught Tlmlcs, the mo&t eminent of 
vour sigefi that to h's and to die wen, indifferent , which 
made him, vert wisely , answer him, * Win thui he did not 
die * ' * Becaus* said he ‘ it is mdiffi lent ' 1 Wattr, earth, 
air, and fiie, and the other parts of tins a cation of mine, 
are no more instruments of thv lift than th<*\ are of th\ 
death Win dost thou fear thv last dm - it contnVmtcs 
no moie to tlij dissolution than eierv om* of the lest the 
last step is not the cause of lassitude it docs but confess 
it Every da\ travels towards death the lubt onlv arn'es 
at it” Thes< are the good lessons our mother Nature 
teaches 

I have often cnnsideiid with mvself whence it should 
pioceed, that m war the nnng> <>f deith, whetbu wc look 
upon it in ourselves or in others, should, "it bout com- 
parison appear less dreadEd than at home in our own 
houses (for if it were not so, it would be auarnn of doctors 
and whining milksops), and that being still m nil places 
the same, there should lie, notwit b standing much nioie 
assurance in pe isants and the meaner sort of people, than 
m others, of better quahtv I believe, in truth, that it is 
those terrible ceremonies and preparations wherewith wc 
set it out, that more terrifv us than tin thing itself, a 
new quite contrary waj of living, the mis of mothers 
wives, and children , the visits of astounded and afflicted 


1 Diogenes I aertros, i ^5 
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friend*! , tlit att-ndanc* of jialo and bluhly>nng tenants , a 
<lark io.,rrj h t round vitli Inirnuur tajm-, our 1/d*, 
cm iron- d witli phvsitiana and divines, in stun, not limp; 
but ghost lnu «s and horror round about no , vsi* «fcj« di*ad 
inti burn d .ilrt.nh Child p n ar % iifrud evm of 1110% tli« \ 
nr< lmt atqtnmW! with, when disguis'd matter, and 
w> tis with us, the u*»r must le rimmed ns well from 
things ns from puvons, that hung taken nvn\ we «lnll 
find nothing unde me ith but the sen <aui«» dentil tint n 
mem servant 01 a poor chamhf rmaid died idu or two 
ago without nm manner of apptvhoiMon Hamit i«- the 
death tint leases us no leisure to prepare thumb for nil tins 
foppori 1 2 


CHAPTER XX 

op inr roitcr of isiagi\a.tiow 

* Toptis imagmatio gonorat ensum ”* «.« the schoolmen 

1 mn ono of tko«e who are most sensible of the power of 
imagination erirv oue is jostled In it, but some arc over- 
thrown In it It has a 'em pierc mg impression upon me , 
and I make it an business to avoid wanting force to resist 
it I could li'e In the sole hi Ip of healthful and joll> 
conipanv the very sight of another ■> pain materially pains 
me aud I oltui usurp tli«. '•nsations of -uiother pei'son A 
perjwtuul cough in motlu i lukli s mv lungs and throat I 
more unwillraglv usit the sn 1 in nil >ui 1 v line and duty I 
am mteicsti d., than tho« I can. not fur to whom I less 
look I take possession of the disease I am concerned at, 
and tike it to mv self I do not it all wonder that fancy 
should give fevers and sometimes kill su<li as allow it too 
much srojw and ire too willing to entertain it Simon 
Thomas was a great phvsimn of his tune I remember, 
that happening one day at Toulouse to meet lnm at a rich 

1 Seneca Lp PO 

2 * A stron,. im iguiaticm begets the event itself Aarwii 
Scholnst 
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old fellow’* house who was troubled with weak lungs and 
discoursing mill his about the method of his cure, 

lie told him, that one thing which would he i err conducive 
to it was to give me such occasion to lie pleased with his 
company, that I might tome often to see him, h> which 
means, and In fixing Ins eyes upon the freshness of jnv 
complexion, and bis innginntion ujwzz the spnghthnessand 
vigour that glowed in n« voutb, and possessing all his 
senses with the flourishing age w herein I then'll as. In* 
lmblt of IkhIi might, pondvi'iiture, lie amended, but he 
forgot to sii that mine, it the same time might he made 
worse (Saline Viluus mi Jong eudgiUeJ hr* brum* to find 
out the essence and motions of madness, that, in the end, 
he himself went out of his wits, and to such a degree, that 
he could ncier after letori r bis judgment , and might brag 
that he was Income a fool by too much wisdom Some 
there are who through fear anticipate the hangman, aud 
tliere was tlic man whoso i ves home unbound to have his 
pudon ri ad to him was found stark dead upon the scaflold, 
bj the stiohi of imagination AYe shut tremble, turn pale, 
and blush, as we arevarionsh mow'd In unigination, and, 
being a-Iied, fexil our bodies lgifiteJ nth its power to that 
degree, as. even sometimes to expiring And boiling joutli, 
when fast ashep, gruwt, so wnrm with fanev, as in a dieam 
to satisfy atnorouh desires — 


“ 1 1, quart tnnsnctn- *-Tpt nmmtiu iclni jirofiinclntifc 
riuminis mgentc- tluctn- 1 Manque c rneatont ” 1 

Although jt be no new thing to °ee horns grown m .t 
night on tin* forehead of one thnt had none when lie went 
tolled notwithstanding what bcfcl Cippus, King of Itah 5 
is memorable who having one day wen anrv delighted 
spectator of a bull fight and h ivmg all the night dreamed 
that he bud horns on his head, did, bv the foice of imagi- 
nation really cause them to grow tin re Passion gave to 


* I in.retin*, it 1029 Tin fa n-e rtf tic citation given m the 
preceding piss ige of the test 

3 A al aliix , e 0 Pirns, si 5S Cippus w <is rot King of ItaK, 
hut a Itoni in pretor, whom dinnition tind informed tint if fie 
returned to Rome, how ould become King of It^Uv , and he preferred 
to rciimiii in C\ilc- 

i i 



SG 


OP Till TORCH 01 IMAGINATION. [BOOK I 

the son of Crams 1 the \ oice w Inch nature had denied him 
Ami Antmdnii fill into afeter, inflamed with the buutj 
oE Stratomce too deeply imprinted in lus feoul* Pliny 
pretends to hate s< cn Lucius Cossituw, who from a roman 
was turned into a man upon her won weddmg-d iy 1 Pon- 
tamts ami others report the like metamorphosis to lme 
happened in these latter dny» m Italj And, through the 
' element deem, of him and Ins mother, 

“ \ oti pact sol\ it, «jux firmmft ' o\ crat, Ipln« ’ * 

JIjself passing hj Titrr lc Tran^ois,' niw a man the 
Bishop of Soissons lnd, in confirmation, rilled Germnn 
whom all the inhabitants of the place had known to Ik? a 
girl till twu-and-twentr y cars of age, called Mary He was 
at t.hi time of ins being there, sen- full of heard old and 
not married He told us that hr straining himself m a leap 
Ins male instruments camo out and the girls of that place 
have, to this das a song wherein they advise one another 
wot to take *oo great strides for fear of liema turned into 
men, os IT art Germain was Jt is no wonder if this sort of 
.icudtuL friijut utlv happen, fox if imagination hive ins 
power m such things, it is so continual!' and iigurousU 
bent upon this subject that to tin end it mav not so often 
relapse into the same thought and violence of desire it were 
better once for all to give these young wenches the things 
the} long for 

Some attribute the scars of Sing DagoI<ert and of St 
Francis to the force of imagination It is said, that hi 
it bodies will sometimes be* iwnoiul from their places and 
Gelsus tells us of a priest whose soul would be ravished 
into >-uch in eebtasv that the hodr would for a long tune 
re mai n without sense or respiration St Augustine makes 
mention of another,® who upon the hearing of any lament- 
able or doleful ones, would presently fall mto a swoon, and 

1 Hertulotus, j 83 * Lucian on the Syrian goddess. 

3 Phnv, Nit Hnt , ru 4 

* “Iphis, become a boy , paid the gifts winch a* a woman, he 
hod promised Ovid, Set , it 793, where it is dan a, not iota, 
and «ee the story ibid ,114 

* In September 1580, as related in his Travels 

* Ee^titatus- , De Cnit Dei, sn 24 
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be so far out of himself, that it was in vain to call, bawl 
in his ears pinch or horn him, fill he volunfanlv came to 
himself, and then he would sav, that be had heard voices 
as it were afar off and did feel when thev pinched and 
burned him, and to prove that this was no obstinate 
dissimulation m defiance of his sense of filing it was 
manifest that all the while he had neither pulsd nor 
breathing 

’Tis verv probable, that visions enchantments and all 
cvtraordmnrv effects of that nature, derive their credit 
pnncipallv from the power of raiagmfttion, winking and 
making its chiefest impulsion upon vulgar and more easv 
souls, u ho«e beln f is so stranselv imposed upon ns to fhmk 
the} ste what thev do not see 

t am not satisfied whether those pleasant ligatures 1 with 
which this age of ours is so occupied, that there is almost 
no other talk, are not mere voluntary impressions of appre- 
hension and fear for I know, bv experience m the cave of 
a particular friend of mine one for whom I c-in be os. re- 
sponsible ns for mi self, and n man flint cannot po«ih)\ fall 
under nnv manner of suspicion of insufficiency and ns little 
of being enchanted who having heard a comjiamon of Ins 
make a relation of an unusual frigiditr that surprised him 
at a very unseasonable time being afterwards himself 
engaged upon the same account, the horror of the former 
story on a sudden so strange lv possessed ho imagination 
that he ran the same fortune the other had done , and from 
that time forward, the scurvy remembrance of lus disaster 
running m his mind and tvrumising over him, he was sub- 
ject to relapse into the «ame misfortune He found sonic 
reined} , however for this fnne v in another f nicy, bv himself 
frmklv confessing and declaring lieforehand to the party 
with whom he wnv to have tn do, tins subjection of hie bv 
which means, the agitation of lu» soul was, in some sort, 
appeased, and knowing that- now tome such misbehaviour 


5 Let nourmmis <rntffxitfct[c<, as they w ere called, knots tied bv 
some one, it a wedding, on a «tnp of leather, cotton, or silk and 
which, especially when passed through the wedding ring Mere 
supposed to lini e the magical eflect ot preventing a con-imraiAtioii 
of the marriage, until thev were untied See Loitmdre, La Sor 
ctllene, Pans, 1S33, p 73 
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vis t'Tjut'i*! fniiii hm, tli n tn«rt In* in win » 
yn o 1 s \.n«l t!t* rvard*. it m« h nmi ~ as in v i“ in i i 
•a,* h appnh* iw >n r h, n - ttiujr ab*»n( ill* ft< * On** th m„1>t* 
lumr tin it di- n-rty-l ind fn* nnd In* 1-ds m it** trn 
and inturii < it i’* i It* « is it l»*i *. up t*i * m* tli* [ort t** 1- 
Inn'll* <i wl «»*wm»inir*it*<l to tit 1 m*"l lj* < f the ««tit* r 
| ii., In vrcs t**tiilh find U mi tint .* titnui*, ii*nrmiti 
Vtt* r a jnnn lu»* «*ii»i* <1* ,ii *t « rtninrudit In i> m t» r aft* r 
m dmtnr of tnid* h*n mg linns, h with tint ]« r* m. unit - 
tipnti tin n< mint of •* *nn i*x< ii*. ihl *u il w ** itl»* r 
tin** dtn»W l« Ih f* tr««l. but in ,nh< nttin > win p th* ‘••ml 
is mi r-* st* n*l*il w»th *l*iin <*r r*']»it aid. *sj» nllv 
: In ri On* oj*|w*ri timt i t* <>f nn unfnr.*-.iu ami j>ri*--mj 
jiitun , in t {»•>*-* • s, tli* p i*i n<* nn in* f«r i in m to <1* • 
f, inllmn-i If frujn mi«Ii ,» svtrjmf • a* di ill put lam alre.? tin r 
out ot sorts I hit* kn**nn Milo* 4 vhohiu «**iir**l tin in- 
i', l'< s fp>UI till- minll inn b. vi*lBln^ li »)f Kit* <1 il*> vh* P 
imrpiMh tv ib it* tin ardour of tin Inn. and nth* r«, win* 
hum; qrnvit cit*l find thi'm*- !u* 1* **s impot* nt h\ l» mu !■"''• 
jibli , ind «m**, who found an ndiftiit igi in Ih me 1 
hr ,» fri* ltd of hi 1 * Hut In h i<l *i count* r-i lurtn of < tn hint* 
im'ttti tit it Mould M'um. lain fmin tin*, di-ynei Tin* ston 
it*ilf i*. not inui>h wms and tliercf"P von shall h m* it 
.V count of a trn ^pit fdimli mid with whom I was 
ten mtiinnt* 1k.hu; mann d to a fur I ul\ , who lmd for- 
iiierli Ik** n court e*l In one who was at tin* \i**Mintr ill his 
friends wen. in tin up it foir . but ■ •*!>••* ulh in old halt 
his huib worn in who hid tln» onl. ninr t tin •* >h mint \, and 
in whose In nisi, it Was kept, *.«••]*. , t in „* las m d would <>ff*.r 
foul pin hi tin's, .it*in*s \\ hiilifeir sin u.mmuiu^ited 
to mi I hot, in r r* 1\ u]h*h me I had hi ilmine, shout 
mi a certain flat pi iti uf wb<-n.ou wux i*niicn some 
iilo stt,i l liRiiris, (-upposid u<««l a^iuust tsunstroke or ]miub 
uithe bead, bum; applied to the suture , when, that it Might 
the ! letter runiun firm, it was <twul to s ribbon to ix< 
tied under the clan , t foppen tousm-geruian to this of 
which I atn speaking Jaques Pellttier, 1 who hud in m) 
houMi, had presented this to mi for a siiiaulnr rant.' I 
hid a fancj to make some use of tins knack, and therefore 
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privntch tolJ (bo count, that lie might possihh ran tlie 
svmo fortune other bridegrooms had sometimes done, 
especially some one bang in the house, who, no doubt, 
would be glad to do hint '■nth a eonrtesv but let lnm 
boldlj go to bod Foi I would do hun the ofliec of a friend, 
and if need were would not spare a miracle it w os in mj 
3 wwer to do, provided he would engage to me, upon hi 
honour, to beep it to hnnv H , and oiih, when tliev came 
to bnng linn his caudle, 1 if matters had not gone lull with 
him, to give me such i sign, and Je.no the rest to me Non 
he lind lmd his ears bo battered and his mmd so pre- 
possessed with the rtoi n a 1 tattle of this business, that when 
lie dine to’t, ho did n ilh hnd lumselt tied with the trouble 
of his imagination, and aeeurdmgh at the tune appointed, 
gave me the sign Whereupon, I whispered him m theeai, 
that lie should nso, under pretence of inittmg us out of the 
room, and after a jesting manner pull my nightgown from 
nn shoulders — we were ot much about the same lieiglit — 
throw it over his own, and there beep it till ho had per- 
formed what I lmd ippointed hun to do, which was that 
vv hen u o were nl 1 gone out of l he chamber he should withdraw 
to mabe water, should time times repeat such and smh 
words, nud as often do such Jiid such actions, tJiat at 
every of the three times, he should tie thy ribbon I put 
into Ins hand about Ins middle and be sure to place the 
medal that was fastened to it, the figures in such n posture, 
evneth upon bis rein* whnh lienig done, and having the 
last of the three times so will girt and fast tied the nMton 
that it could neitliei untie nor slip from its place, let linn 
confidently return to Ins bnsme«s, and withal not forget to 
spread jnj gown upon the bed, so that it might lie sure to 
cover them both These ape’s tricks me the mam of the 
effect, our fancj being so far seduced ns to believe tbat 
such strange moans must, of necessity, proceed from 
some abstruse eutme then ven lnarntj gives them 
weight and reverence And, ceibun it ,s, that my figures 
approved themselves moio Venetian th in sohi, more active 
than prohibitive ’Twas a Nuddcn whimsej , nnied with a 
little cunosit), tbat made me do a tiling so contrary to iuj 
1 A custom m I ranee to bnag tie Ir degroom a caudle ui the 
middle of the night, on his w edding night 
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first assault Till possession be taken, a man, that knows 
himself subject to this infirmity, should lemuely and by 
degrees make several little trials and light offeis, without 
obstinately attempting, at once, to forco an absolute eon- 
quest over his own mutinous and indisposed faculties 
Such as know their membeis to be naturally obedient, 
need take no other care but only to countci plot then 
fantasies 

The indocile liberty of this membei ib very remarkable 
so importunatelj unruly in its tumidity and impatience 
when a e do not require it, and so unseasonably disobedient 
when w'e stand most in need of it so imperiously contest- 
ing in authority with the will and with so much haughty 
obstinacy denying all solicitation both <>t hand and mini 
And y^t, though his> ltbelliou is so universally complained 
of, and that proof is thence di duccd to condemn him, if he 
had, nevertheless, feed me to plead Ins cause, I should 
peradventurc bring the rest of his fellow members into 
suspicion of coinplotting this nuw hicf against him, out of 
pure envy it the mipoitime aud plcasutc especial to bis 
employ meat , and to have by confederacy , armed the whole 
world against him, by m doiulunth charging linn alone, 
with their common offence Foi let any one considei, 
yybethcr there is any one part of <>ur bodies that docs not 
often ionise to peifoim its office at the precept of the will, 
and that does not often eveioisc its function ui defiance of 
her command Tiny bare everyone of them passions of 
their own, tlut louse and nwahen, stupefy and benumb 
them, without our leave or ionsent How often, do the 
involuntary motions of the countenance discover our 
inward thoughts, and bet 1 ay our most private secrets to 
the bystanders The same cause that animates this mem- 
ber does also, without our knowledge, animate the lungs, 
pulse, and heart the sight of a pleasing object imper- 
ceptibly diffusing a flame through all our parts, with a 
feverish, motion Is there nothing hut these veins and 
muscles that swell and flag without the oonseut, not only 
of the will, but even of our knowledge also 9 We do not 
command uur hairs to stand on end nor our skin to shiver 
either with fear or desire , the hands often convey them' 
selves to parts to which we do not direct them , the tongue 
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will b*» interdict and the voice congealed when we know 
not how to help it When we have nothing to wit and 
would willingft forbid it the appetite d^c* not for ill that, 
forbear to stir up the parts that ire subject to it no more 
nor Je 3 than the other appetite -re were speaking of and 
jn like manner as unseasonablv leave- us when it thinks 
fit The vt«scls that serve to disr barge the Wh have, 
their own proper dilatations and compressions without 
and 1'cvond onr concurrence as well as tbo P which are 
destined to purge the reins and that which to jurtifv the 
prerogative of the will St Augustine urge ' of having 
i-tfen a man rho could command his rear to discharge as 
often *oge*her as he pVtsed Yives his cominen'ator vet 
fnr'hc.r fortifies with another example in hi- time of one 
•hat could break wind in tune but tlv>-e ca«cs do not 
supper anT more pure oK-dience m tha*- part for is anv- 
threa comtnonlr more tumultuarv or mdiscrce^' To 
whn.li lot me add that 1 mveelf kn«w one «o rude and 
unffovomi-d as for frvr'v rears together raide Ins master 
vent with one continued and unmtmnitied outbnrdmc 
and ’ti« hie w31 do so tiD he die of it And I could heartilv 
wi_h that I onlv knew bv reading how often a man •> bellv 
hv the den.3l of one e mgle puff brings him to the verv 
door of an exceeding painful death an 1 that the emperor 
who gave blxrtv to let fiv in all phut? ha I at the same 
time given u» jiov-er to do it But for oar vdl m who e 
behalf wp prefer this areusation with now mm h greater 
probahibtv jnar we reproach herself with irmtmv and 
seditim for her irreculanrv and li >l»-li*-n e Itir's she 
alwavo wiH what wc would hav*- her i<« 1 D *?-> he not 
often will what wp forbid her n will and that to our 
manifest prejudice D •> -he suffer hermit more than 
anv of the rc't to b- governed and brec*id bv the results 
< f our reason To pnndnde I sLoull move in the behalf 
of the gentleman, mv client it mighl L-* considered, ihat 
in thus fact, his cause bung inseparably and mdi«tnictlv 
conjoined wi«.b an ccccs orv vet he onlv i= called m que»- 

1 De Cinr Dpi vn 24 

Thp hrap°ror Claudio, ho hir-pt er ■’rcordin" to SnetOBin. 
ft i*a. c. onlv intended to onthotte tin. •apgtilar j>rm5“ge hr 
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Uan, ai'd tint l»i argamrnts ami .imitations which cilinot 
bo charged upon {ho other , whose business, indeed, it is 
sometimes raopportunol) to invite, but never to refuse. and 
mute, moreover, iflei n tout and quiet manner , and 
therefore is the malice and injustice of his accusers most 
manifest!} appareut But lie it how it will, protesting 
against the proceedings of the udvocatos and judges, L’ltture 
will, m the lue.iutnuo, protend after her own wav, who had 
done hut well had she endowed tins number with some 
particular priv llcqc , the author of the sole nnmort il W orh 
of mortal , a divine work, according to Socrates , and love, 
the desire of uuniorl.ihty, and himself 'in immortal demon 
Some one, pc'rhips b> such .ui offeit of imagination 
ma\ haic hid the good link to leiie behind him here, the 
scrofula, wliuh his eoinpoinon who has come after, has 
earned with him into Spam And ’lis tor this reason vou 
nift\ see win men in such cases require a mind prepan d 
for the thing tint is to lie done Win do th*' physicians 
{wesess, beforeluud tlieir p itients’ credukt) with so mani 
false promises id < ure, if not to the end, that the eftect of 
imagination nun eupph the unjxMurc of their diooctions? 
Thej kuow von* well that a great master of their trade has 
given it under his hand tlmt he has known sumi with 
whom the very sight of ph' sic w ould w ork All w Inch con- 
ceits come now into inj hc.id hj the remembrance of astorr 
that was told me M n domestic npotheLan of mi father’s 
i blunt Sw iss a nation not much addicted to ' amt) and 
lung, of u merchant lie bad long known at Toulouse, who 
being a valetudinun , and luitJi afflicted with the stone, 
had often occasion to take civ store, of which he caused 
cm oral sorts to be presented him b,T tlic phifiicwne, 
according to the accidents of his disease which being 
brought bn». mid none of the usual forms as fading if it 
wereuot, too hot, rad the like, being omitted, he lay down, 
the syringe advanced, and all ceremonies performed, uijec- 
tion alone estepted, after which, the apothecan being 
gone, and the patient accommodated as if he had reall) 
received a chster, lie found the same operation and effect 
that those do who have taken one, indeed , and if at any 
time the ph} sierra did not find the operation sufficient, lie 
would usual!) give him two or three more doses, after the 
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unci"nts had an opinion of certain -women of Scvtlnn, that 
being animated and ranged against nuv one. they killed 
him only with their looks Tortoises and ostriches, hatch 
their eggs with only looking on them, nhicli infers, that 
tlieir tus have in them some ejaouktive virtue And the 
eyes of witches are sud to be assailant and hurtful — 

“ ic«eio qui- ten* ro*< nculus mihi fn.'Cinnt ngno 1 - 1 

ITngicians are no verv good authority with me But wo 
experimentally «et that women impart the mirks of thur 
f vnej to the children thee carry m the womb , witness hi rthnt 
was brought to k*d of « Aloor, and there i,uspn>ci.ted to 
Charles the < mperor and King of Bohemia a girl from 
alxiut Pisa, all our rough and covered with hair whom 
her motlier said to be so conceived 1»\ reason of a picture 
of St John the Baptist tlmt hung within the curtains of 
her lied 

It is tin. same with Inasts witness Jacobs si ecp and 
the hares and partridges that the suow turns white upon 
the mountains Tin rt was at mi house a little while ago 
a cat seen watching a bird upon the top of n free these 
for sium time mutmllv fixing their eyes ouc upon another, 
tlio bird at last let herself fall dead mto the cat’b claws, 
either dmlcd bj the force of its own imagination, ordnwn 
hy some attractive powi r of the cit Such as nri addicted 
to the pleasures of the field have, I make no question, 
heard tlie ston of the fakmici, who having carmstlv fixed 
Ins exes upon a late in the air laid a wagoi that he would 
bring her down with the soli* ]*owcr of his Right, and did 
so, as it was slid, for the tales I lioirow I charge upon the 
consciences of those from whom I liai e tliun The dis- 
courses me mr own, and found themselves upon the proofs 
of reason, not of experience , to wlucli every ouc hashbertv 
to add Ins own e\umph s and who has none, let lniu not 
forlx* ir, the number and varieties of accidents comideied, 
to lielieve tint there aie plenty of them if I d" not apply 
them well, let some other do it for me And, also, m the 
subject of which I treat, our manners and motions, tesli- 

1 “Sonic eye 1 know not wbo^c, i- bewitching mv 
lambs Iliru, £.< log , iu 10T 
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monies and mst-ine* 1 hn\v filuilon*. wttr provided thev 
arLpo'.eiH M.m iiveli nt> tin. true whether thfv hive 
mill b tjijrf Hi 1 r tin *it Rome or P iris lo Tobn or Peter 
tiR still i it Inn (lit 'tip. of hninin capicitv which *cnts 
me to g od us X P(.i mil rnok< mv ndvmtigo of it ns 
v ill in si i low is m ml ist in ft -Hid nmongst the vinous 
r i lings thereof in historv I cull out tlif most lire and 
room in hie to lit mv own turn Uiere ire authors whose, 
mil v end nnd ilesi^ti if n u gue mi t< count of thuigs tbit 
hive li tp[>eucd mint if I <ouhl arrive unto it should lx. 
to deliver of whit mat ha] pen Then is i jiwt Idvirtv 
allowed in the <u.hoi Is >{ suppe sim, similitudes when tlier 
have now. it hind I do not however in ihc tnj u*=e of 
tint i m il«zc anil ns to that nutter in superstitious 
religion surpass all historical antliontv In the dimples 
whn.li T here hnng m of wlnt I have lieird roid dene or 
«ik 1 I have forbidlcn mvself to dare to alter even the 
mo^t light and indifferent circumstances my conscience 
does not falsifv one tittle, wlint mv ignorance tnavdo I 
nnnot sai 

And line it is tl at makes me sometimes doubt in mv 
own mind whether a dmne or a philosopher and such 
men of evict md tender prudence and conscience are fit to 
unto histori for how cm they etvkc their reputation upon 
a popular faith '■ how l e rts| onsible for the opinions of meu 
thev do not know J and w ltli what issunnce deliver their 
< onjectures. for current pav ■» Of actions performed l«?fore 
tbur own eyes wherein scyeral peisons were a<ti rs thev 
would he unwilling to give evilcnte upon oith before n. 
judge md there is no man so familiarly known to them 
for whose intentions fh*u would let ome absolute caution 
Tor my part I think it less hazardous to write of tilings 
past than present hr haw much the writer is onlv to give 
an account of things ererr one know s he must of necessity 
Ikiitow upon trust 

I am solicited to write the affairs of iny own time by 
some who fancj I look upon them with an eye less blinded 
with passion than •mother and have a clearer insight into 
them by reason of the free access fortune 1ms grveii me to 
the heads of various factions Lut thev do irol consider 
tliat to purchase the glon of Sallust I would not give 
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mvself the trouble, sworn enerav as I am to obligation, 
as&idmtj, or perseverance that t W is nothing so contrary 
to mx «tr tie as a continued narrative, I so often interrupt, 
and cut mj self short in mt writing foi want of breath 1 J 
fia%e neither composition nor explanation worth anrthms 
and am ignorant, Lejond acluld of the phrases and eun 
the rery words pioper to express the most common thins® , 
and for that reason it is that I hare under taton to air only 
™I«n f 1 '* ‘ m<J haTe accommodated mt subject to my 
"traigfli should I take oue to lie wx guide, peradventnre 
I shorn, l nod be aide to keep pace with him , atid ni the 
Freedom of nix hlv-rti. might deliver judgments which 
Upon better thoughts, and a* cording to reason would be 
illegitimate and punishable Plutarch would tell us of 
trhnt he has delivered to ns, that it is the work of others 
that tns tramples nie all and everywhere exactly true that 
th<>v arc useful to posterity , and arc pi eun ted with alustre 
that mil light us Urn wnv to virtue, is bn own work It is 
not of so dangerous „mspqueL'e, as m i in&h, nnldnig. 
Whether nn old stun he ro or no 


CHAPTER XXI 

T3AT THfi pit or it or OVE jjak IS THE DAMAGE 
01 1K0TKSE 

Demades the Athenian 1 condemned one of lus ah, whose 
trade it wai to sell the necessaries for funeral ceremonies, 
Upon pretence Quit lie demanded unn»* enable profit, mid 
tn it that profit could not ai true to him but t>v tut death of 
x, great, nurabi r of people A judgment that appears to lie 
ill grounded, forasmuch as no profit whatever nn jwviblv 
be made but nt the expense of imotliei, ind that bj the 
Same rule he should eondemn all gam of what kind soever 
The merchant nnh flinm by the debauchery of ' outli 
clie husbandman bx the dearness of grain , the architect bj 

1 Sencci, Pe Bencfieiis, M 3x whence nearly the whole of this 
chapter is taken 
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tite nun of buildings, lun ere ted officer), of justin l»v 
the suit << and rmtcntiono of inf'll, nar cicn Hie honotiranl 
office of dmrts art dewed from our death and a A 
plirsn i in t lhrs no j ioisnn. m tilt health cien of his friends 
hits tin m n nt Grech t«mtc wnfer nor a soldier in the 
juice <>f lus countn and so of the rest 1 And which is 
ut werso lot 1‘vtsn one hut due into Jus own bosom nnd 
he mil find his pmati nudies spring and Ins C <*cret hope, 
grow up at auothcr s expense TJjon ninth consideration 
it comes into :m head that future does not m this swerve 
from her general jiolitv f ir phvMunne hold f lint flielnrth 
nounalimont and tucr«n\. of tieri thing is the dissolution 
and corrujit uni of anntlier — 

Nmd qinxfc'uraquc 'ui, i mtatom fimhits exit 
tontinno hoc n ors c. t tUm c quod fait stile * 


CHAPTER \m 

OF CUSTOM, AM) THAT WE SHOULD SOT EASILT 
CIIWGE A LUT RECEIVED 

Hr * 6 cans to me to lifts e had a right and true apj rehen 
Eion of the power of custom who first invented * the story 
of a countn -woman who haiim; accustomed herself toplaj 
with and tarn a vounff calf in her arms and dailv con 
■filmin'; to do so as it grew up obtamrd this bv custom 
that when grown to he ft great ox she was still able to bear 
it For in truth custom is a intent and treacherous 
Kclmohm^tiess She In little and bttle slili and unper 

1 See Kou* can /iiVr booh m 
“ For r hitocr from its o\ n confines pa-= es cl anged thi is 
at once the leatb of that winch l>efore it i as — LtCKETItS ii 

‘ Let u take tionos rendenn of tins ennons passage Mi 
opinion i« that lie conieusl angnt of the force of customs that 
hr=t indented this tale lion a coimtrei woman baling enured 
hersdfe to cl ti-wh and beare a yoing '■alfe in her anae. i lucl 
continuing “hee got such a in -tonic that n hen he grew to be n 
great oce slice came 1 him still in her armes — tdit 1613 p 46 
* btatrm* fjerm vuv 
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cciu-d, slips m the foot of her nuthonh , but having In this 
p*,ntlf and humble beginning, with the benefit of time fixed 
and established it, she then unmasks a furious and txmnmc 
eountenanee against which we have no more the course 
or the p*wer «o mtirh ns to lift up our ei os We see her, 
at oxen turn forcing 10(1 uolatmg the rules of nature: 
“ Usiis < filncissimiK rerum ommmn magister” 1 I refer 
to her Plato's cove m his Republic, and the pin sioians, who 
so uftett submit the reasons of their art to her autliontv , as 
the ston of tint king, who In custom brought his stomach 
to that pass, ns to live l>v poison, and the maul that Albertns 
reports to lia\e lived upon spiders In that new world of 
the Indies there wen. found great nations, and in vay 
cliftcruur ehnrntes who were of the same diet, made pron- 
Pion of them nml fed them for their tables , ns also they 
did grasshoppers mire, lwards, and Ints , and iu a turn of 
scirutv of such delicacies n toad was sold for six crowns, 
ill which tliet cook, and dish up with several sautes There 
were also others found, to whom mir diet, and the flesh we 
ext, were venomous and mortal “ Cousuetudmis msgna 
us cst j» rnoctant renatons in 1111 e in mcmtibus nri Be 
pitiuntur pngilcs cnstihus contusi, xu ltigemisennt 
quidem ”* 

These stnnee examples wall not appear so strange if we 
consider what w«> have ordinan expenemcof how much 
custom stupefies our senses We need not go to what is 
rc)>orted of the people- about the cataracts of the Nile, and 
wliat philosophers believe of the music of the spheres, that 
the bodies of those circles being solid and smooth, and 
coming to touch aud rub upon one another, ennuot fail of 
creating a marvellous liannouj, the changes and cadences 
of winch cause the revolutions and dances of the stars, but 
that the hearing sense of all creatures here below, being 
umversalh, like- that of thcEgvptians, deafeurd, and stupe- 
fied with the continual noise, cannot, how great soever, 


1 “ Custom is the heat master of all thing® Puxx , jVrtf Jfut , 

J “The power ot custom is 'or\ great hunt-men will lie out 
all night in the -now , or snflei them-cb es to be burned up by tin- 
snnon the mountains , boxers, how escr hurt bj thf cawtus, neier 
utter a groan " — Cicero, Titsc, u 17 
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jMeciti* it ■ Smith*, imlkn, jn/t^n 1 * 3 ^. foremen, iu<l 
iinirntm r- nmld in t>*r 1* ubl* to In* in tin* j- rj» tn il wu‘< 
of t!mr <»tn ir><h« ili*] it *>tnke llmn-urn t.itli tip* ltd f> 
M«lf n»< tint ii «uir* 

lit j- rfiiini^t douM.i gnitifi. * mi own niHlim: at first, 
hat v(t.r I it..* .it>m n tUrv* rt»a« tugitlur, tv* ot»1j 
plowin' t.» th* liWuiidi r- Tim h y i mi n> ‘•trump 1 , i h ii 
iusti.in notwith-i tudm.; inti-mi-'ii.ns nrvl mt. n.il«, 
shtmlil vt lull tin* [kiwi r in mute and < st.ililislt the eff'M 
of its iinjit* "i >m up m our *• n« * .is is manifest in such .is 
In. ni'.ir itut.i stis [>!* s ami tin* fnsjinnl linn • of (}|f> liolli 
I nits. If I). at )i uu< in a tnvi.r, wh*n cv< rt morning *t’il 
• wuiV a v>rt i*n'it lull rings «m« tin- -tir Mtirm tliu 
nois’ slmk< nu t. rj tower, find at first wound msnppori- 
,iM« 1<> n»>, hot 1 am mi iv-sl to it. that 1 In ir it without 
.uij mimwr of off. nw. ami oftm without awaking at it 

J’l.ito rvjm hi ndimr i hui for jilntim; at nut*, “TJion 
n provest in*'," sa\s the !«n,"fvra nrj litth tiling ’* 
‘Oust cun." replud Plato, “is no little tiling ” I finil tli.it 
our great* st M(.s df mo their fir*! propensity from our 
limit tender infancy, and that our pnnujnl education 
depends upon the nurse Mothers are mightily pleased to 
see a child writhe otl the neck of a chicken, or to pleas* 
itself with hurt ini* a dog or a eat , ami such wire fathers 
there are »n the world who look upor it as a notable marl, 
of a martial spirit, when they hear a bon miscall, or sec him 
domineer ove r a poor peasant, or a lackey, that dares not 
reply, nor turn again, and .a great sum of wit, whin they 
see fmn cheat and overreach his plat Mina by some malicious 
treachery and deceit Yet flies* are the true seeds and 
roots of cruelty, tyranny, and treason, the* bud and put out 
there, and afterwards shoot up vigorously, and grow to 
prodigious hulk, cultivated by custom And it is n wry 
datigerons mistake to e reuse these nk inclinations upon the 
tenderness of their age, and the triviality of the subject - 
first, it is nature that speaks, whose declaration is then more 

1 Tins passage is taken from Cicero's “ Ure un ot Scijno, ' «CQ 

hix De Republics, \ i 31 The Egyptians v ere wild to be stunned 
by tlio noise of the Cal iracLs 

3 Diogenes Laertius, m 35 Bot be whom Plato censured was 
not a boy playing at nuts, bat a man throw ing dice 
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suicere, and inward thoughts more undisguised, aa it is 
more weal, and young, secondly, the defonmh of cozenage 
does not consist nor depend upon the difference betwivt 
crowns and pins , but I ratlin hold it more just to conclude 
thus why should lie not cozen in crowns since lie docs it m 
puis, than as they do, who say they only play foi pins, they 
would not do it if it wore for money s Children should 
carefully be instructed to abhor vices for theu own con- 
texture , aud the natural dcformih of those vices ought so 
to be represented to them, that they may not onl\ aioid 
them in their actions, but esi«>cialli "so tonbomuute them 
i« then heart', that the very thought should Ihi hateful t© 
them, with wJiat mask ‘•(*tu fhei mm It© disguised 
X know very well, foi wlwt concerns myself, that from 
having been brought up in mi childhood to a jil.un and 
straightforward way ot dealing, and from having had an 
n vorsi on to all manner of juggling and foul plat m mi 
childish sports and roc nations (and, imWd, it is to be 
noted that tin phis «>f iliildrui in. not pu formed in piny, 
hut are to Ik* judged in them .is tlnur most s< nous actions) 
there is 210 ga.ne so small nlicxin tnm my own boso2i2 
naturally, and mthoi’f study **r tDihavoiir I Jure not an 
extreme aversion lor di*c* it I shuffle and iut and make us 
much clatter with the rai ds, aud keen as stne t au mint for 
farthings, as it wire toi double pistoles, when winning or 
losmg against my wife and dnughter, ‘tis indifferent to me 
25 when I phr m good earnest with others )cu round sums 
At all times, and m all plates, my own ire sufiii irnt to 
look to niv fingers , I un not so nariowly watched bv am 
othei, neithei is there any X have more respect to 

I saw the utlic l day, at my own house, a little fellow, a 
native of Nantes born without amis, who Las so well taught 
lus feet to perform the services his hands should lia\e done 
him that truly fits** have half forgotten their natural office , 
and, indeed the fellow calls them his hands , with them he 
cuts anything, charges and discharges a pistol, threads a 
needle, sews, writes, puts off his hat, combs his head plays 
at cards and dice, rnd all this with as much dexterity as am 
other could do who had more, and muie proper, luubs to 
assist him The money I gave hnu — for he gams Ins 
living by* showing these feats— he took m his foot, as we do 



102 


or CLSTOM 


[boce i 

in our band 1 1 ne seen another who being yet a boy 
flourished a two handed sword and if I may oO saw 
handle 1 d hdllierd with the meie mot ons of lus neck and 
should rs tor want of hand* tossed them into the air and 
caught them again darted a dagger and cracl ed a whip as 
well as ana coachman in France 
But the effects ot custom are much more manifest in the 
strange impressions she imprints m o ir minds where she 
meets with less resistance What has she not the power to 
impos’ upon our judgments and liebefs 5 Is there any so 
fantastic opinion (omitting the gross impostures of religions 
with whvti w« see so many great -nat ions and bo mam 
•understanding men so strangely besotted for this being 
beyond the reach of human reason any error is more 
excusable in such as are not endued through the dime 
bounty with an estmordinaiy illumination from above) 
but of other opinions are there any so extravagant that she 
has not planted and established for laws nr those parts of 
the world upon which she lias b°eo pleased to exercise her 
power 5 And therefore that onewot exclamation was es 
oeeding just Son pudet pby <acum id est speculators 
Tenatoromquc tutor* ah finimig conruetudinc imbutis 
fju<rrere testimonium ventahs-' 1 

I do l>el ere that no an absurd oi ridiculous fuiiuv can 
enter into human imagination that does not meet with some 
example of public practice and that consequently our 
reason does not ground and back up There are people 
amongst whom it is the fashion to turn their lucks upon 
him they salute and never look upon the man Uiev intend 
to honour There is a place where whenever the ling 
spits the greatest ladies of his court put out their hands to 
receive it. and another nation where the most eminent, 
persons about bum stoop to take up his ordure in a linen 
doth let as here steal room to insert a skin 
A Frt nch gentleman was always wont to blow his nose 
with Ins fingera (a thing verr much against oor fashion) 
and he justifying himself for so doing and he was a man 

Is it not a shame for a natural pi ilosopher that is for an 
observer and hunter of nature to «eelv te'timon of the truth from 
minds piepi& eared v ith custom — Cicepo Ik datura D'or re 
it) The text 1 as peiere, not gi cerar 
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famous for ple.tedut repartees he asked me, what pnvihge 
tins fit Un crtmiiflnt tad, that we nni«t ram about us a 
fine fiaudkerjitef to receive it, and. which was more, after- 
wards to lap it carefully up, mill <'.irn if nil dav about m 
our pockets, whi'li, he end, cuuM not l>ut bcuun.li more 
nausisuis and (iffenuie, than to *ih it thrown ii\n\, ns we 
did all other eiauntion* I found tint what he said was 
lint altogether without re.iMin and In being frequent b m 
lus compam, that •do'enly itfum <»f he was at list glown 
familiar to mo , w huhno'ertlmless we make n fac* at when 
we hear it reported ot anothei tounti \ Hinnies npp> nrto 
he so, according to oni lguomino of n iture and not accord- 
mg to Hie c.seiuc of iinliirc the contiunulb Iwing aw- 
uit'toin(><I to am tiling, blinds tin no of mir judgment 
B.irlnnuiis are no more a u oikIoi to us thin we arc to 
them , tor with am wore le.'scu, ns i very one would confess, 
if after basing travelled over rlioso remote examples, mui 
could settle tlu*n>M>l\i s to relic t upon, and nglith tooonfti 
them with, their osvu Human n.Uou is a trnitun* ihnost 
equally infused into all our opinions nnd manner!, of wliat 
form soc' er they an;, lnlmiti m matter, infinite m 
diversity But t return to tin subject 
flung are peoples, vheie, hit, wif» and children excepted, 
no cue speaks to the king but through a tulrc In one and 
the sune nation, the virgins discosei those parts that 
modesty should persmdo them to hide, and tin warned 
women carefully cover and conceal them To which 
this custom, in" nnotha place, has seine relation where 
chastity, but m mama!?’, is of no esteem, for unwarned 
women may prostitute tlnanselveito ns many asthey please, 
amj being got with child may lawfully take phi sic, iu the 
sight of evorr one, to destroy their fruit And m another 
place, if a tradesman warn all of ‘be mine condition, who 
are invited to the wedding, lie with the bndc before him , 
and (lie greater number of them there is, the greater n hei 
honour, and the opiuion of Iwi nlnhtr and strength it an 
olkei marr\ 'tis the same tlie name with alibouier or 
one of mean condition bat then, it belongs to the lord o 
tile place to pertorm that oflice, and Jflt a severe loiatn 
during marriage is ofterwaids strictly enjoined Uiir* 
are places wlieie brothels of young wen are kept for the 



J04 OF CL ‘TOM [book I 

X leas lire of women where the wives co to war as well as 
the husbands and not only share m the dangers ot battle 
hut moreover m the honour^ of command Others where 
th i v ear rings not oulv through their noses hp cheeks 
rnd on their toes bnt also weighty criminals of gold thrust 
through their yaps and buttocks where in eating thev 
ape tin lr finder-- upon their thighs nemtones and the 
sole> of their feet where children are excluded and brothers 
and nephews only inherit and elsewhere nephews onlv 
iirme in the sues e sinn of the pnnee where for the regula 
tiun o? community m goods and estates observed m tl e 
country certain sovereign magistrates hare committed to 
them the universal charge and overseeing of the agriculture 
an 1 distribution of the fruits accordm" to the necessity of 
ev«rv one where thc\ lament the death of children anil 
feast at the decease of old men where thev he ten or 
twelve m a bed men and their wives tocether where 
women whose husbands come to violent end® may marry 
again and others not where the condition of women IS 
looked upon with such contempt that thev kill all the 
native females and buv wuesof their weight ouis to wipplv 
their use where husbands ma* repudiate tbeir wires with 
out showing anr cause hut wires cannot part from their 
husbands for what cause soever where husbands mar sell 
their wive in case of sfcrilitv where the* boil the bodies 
of their dead and afterwards pound them lo a pulp winch 
thev mis with their wine and dnnh it where the most 
coveted sepulture is to be eaten with dogs and elsewhere 
bv birds where thei believe the souls cf the blessed live in 
all manner of liberty in delightful fields furnished with 
all sorts of delicacies and that it is the-c souls repeating 
the vo v (L we utter which we call Echo where thev fight 
in the water anrl shoot their arrows with the most, mortal 
aim swimming where for a euro of subjection tliev lift 
up their shoulder* and bane down their heads where thev 
put off their shoe® when thev enter the king s palace 
where the eunuchs who take charge of the sacred women 
ha e, moreover their lip* and noses cut off that thev mar 
not lie loved where the pne~ts put out their own eves to 
be better acquainted with their demons and the better to 
receive thnr oracles nhere every one mates to himself a 
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0cit\ of Mint lie likes beat , the hunter of a lion or a fo\, 
the fisher of home fish, idols of even human action or 
passion , in which plate, the sun, the moon, and the e,uth 
are the principal deities, and the form of taking an oath is 
to touch the earth looking up to he iron , where hotli ilesh 
and fish is eaten raw, where the greatest oath flie\ take 
is, to swear In tlie name of some dead person of reputation, 
lat mg their hand upon Ins tomb , w here the now \ ear’s gift 
tlie ling sends even v ear to the princes lus vassals is fire 
which being brought, nil the old fire is put out, and the 
neighbouring people are bound to fetch tin new eun one 
foi themselves, upon pain of high tre non , where, when 
the ling, to hetale himself wholly to devotion retires, from 
Ins administration (which often falls out), Ins ncit successor 
is obliged to do the same and the light of the Irngdoni 
devolves to the third in succession, where tlicv van the 
form of government according to the reonuug ncctssitv of 
nJhurs, depose the king when thus think good, substi- 
tuting certain elders to govern in his st^ad and sometimes 
transferring it into the hands of the conunonalh , where 
men and women are both urcuincised and also baptized , 
where the soldier, who in one or several engagements, Jin' 5 
been so foitunate as to present seven of the enemies’ heids 
to the king is nude noble vvkcre flno hie in that u! fr- 
ond unsociable, opinion of tin. mui tahtv of the soul , where 
the women are aehvrid witliout pain 01 fear where the 
women we lr copper leggings upon both legs, and if a louse 
bite them are bound iu lunguammitv to bite them again, 
and dare not marrv till first tliev have made their king a. 
tendei of their vngimtv. if he please to accept it where 
the ordinary wav of salutation is by putting u finger do"n 
to the eiith, ,uid then pointing it up tow aids heaven 
where men earn bnrdens upon their heads and women on 
their shoulders, , where tlio women make w atei standing, 
raid the men squatting where tliev Kl nd their blood m 
token of fneudship, and offei mcense to the men the) 
would honour like gods where, not onlv to the fourt b 
bntm an) othei lemote degree kindred are not permits 
to uian v where the children are four 3 ears at nm se, ad 
often twelve, xu which place, also it is accounted mortal 
to give the child suck the first dav after it is l>oni where 
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the mobt ignorant sulgnr and make thim jH.rfect m things 
ninth all tin. jihilosopln m the world could iipt.it best into 
thi lie ulb of (lie wisest men - Toi wi l uuw mtin n it ion * 
where death w is not onlv despised bat entertained with 
tin gn. Ltest triumph white ilnldnu of seam usirs old 
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suffered themwhes to be whipped to death, without 
changing countenance , where riches were m such contempt 
that the meanest citizen would not lnne deigned to stoop 
to take up a purse of crowns And we know regions very 
fruitful m all manner ot provisions, where, notwithstand- 
ing, the most ordinary diet, and that they are most pleased 
with, is only bread, cresses, and water Did not custom, 
moreover, work that miracle in Chios that, m &*yen hun- 
dred years, jt was neicr known that ever maid 01 wife 
committed am act to tin. prejudice ot her honour p 

To conclude, there is nothing m an opinion, that she 
does not 01 mar not do and, therefore with ven good 
reason it is, that Pmdar callb her tlx queen, and empress 
Of the woild 1 * He that was seen to lx it lus fathpr, and 
reproved for so doing, made answer, that it wis the custom 
of tlieir family that, in like manner lus father had beaten 
his grandfather, his grandfather lus great grandfather, 
“ And tins," snya he, jxuntiug to his sou ‘ \\ hen lie comes 
to my age, shall beat me ” And the fatlu'i "limn the son 
dragged and hauled along the streets lommiuided lmn to 
stop at a certain door, for be lumself, lie said liiul dragged 
Ins father no farther that lieing the utmost limit of the 
hereditary outrage the sons used to practise upon the 
fathers in their fannlj It is as umli In custom as 
infirmity, says Aristotle 1 that women ten their hair, bite 
their nails, and eat coals and earth, and more bj custom 
than nature, that men abuse themselves with one another 

The laws of conscience, which we pretend to be derived 
from nature, proceed from custom , every one, having an 
inward veneration for the opinions and maimers approved 
and received amongst his own people, cannot, without ver} 
great reluctance, depirt from them, noi apply himself to 
them w ithout applause In times past, when those of Crete 
would curse any one, they prayed the gods to engage bun 
in some ill custom 3 4 But the principal effect of its powei 
is, so to seize and ensnare us, that it is hardly in us to 
disengage ourselves from its gripe, or so to come to our- 

1 Pindar say« this of the Law Vopos -av-Zi f}ae&tt(, lint 

Herodotus, in citing these "ords (in 38), applies to icuoj the sense 

of custom 

4 Moral Nicotine., yu 6. 4 Vnl Mat , vn 2, e\t 15 
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selves as to consider of and to weigh tlie things it enjoins 
To say the truth bv reason that we such it in with our 
milt, and that the fare of the world presents itself in this 
posture to our first sight, it seems as if we were bom upon 
condition to follow on this track , and the common, fancies 
that we find m repute ev ery where about us and infixed 
into our minds with the seed ot our fathers, appear to be 
the most uim er^al and genuine from whence it comes to 
pas^ that whatever is off the hinges of custom, is believed 
to lie also off the hinges of reason , how unreasonably for 
the most part. God knows 

If, as we who study ourselves, have learned to do, every 
one v, ho hears a good sentence, would immediately consider 
Low it does any way touch lus own pnvite concern, cver\ 
one would find that ltwis not so much a good saying as a 
severe lash to the ordinary stupidity of his own judgment 
but men receive the preempts and admonitions of truth ,i<? 
directed to the common sort, and never to themselves , and 
instead of applying them to their own manners do only 
very ignorantly and unprofitably commit them to memory 
But let us return to the empire of custom 

Such people as hiTe been hied up to lilicrty and subject 
to no other dominion but the authority of their own will 
look upon all other form of government as monstrous and 
contrary to nature Those who are inured to monarchy do 
the Game, and what opportunity soever fortune presents 
them with to change, men then when with the greatest 
difficulties they have disengaged themselves irom one 
master, that was troublesome and grievous to them they 
presently run with the same difficulties, to create another 
being unable to take mto hatred subjection itself 

"Tis bv the mediation of custom that every one is content 
with the place where he is planted by nature , and the 
Highlanders of Scotland no more pant after Toimme than 
the Scythians after Thessaly Dartus asking certain Greeks 
wliat they would take to assume the custom of the Indians, 
of eating the dead bodies of their fathers (for that was 
their use believing they could not give them a better, nor 
more noble sepulture, than to bury them in their own 
bodies), they made answer that nothing in the world 
should hire them to do it , but, having also tried to per- 
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ale the Indians to leave their custom, and, after tin 
t Kefc moaner, to bum the bodies, of tb«i fafcheifl, lj)e> 
conceived a still greater horror at the notion 1 Every cup 
uoestlic same, for use veils from us tbitrae aspect of things 

'Nil ndeo magnum, nee tarn nmolnle auidnnam 


-fating u pun lneoucc to justify something id use amimgbt 
ns, and tlntnas received *itk absolute antlioritv foi a great 
lnauj- leagues round alwnt ua, and not content, a 1 ! men com- 
juonn do, to establish it only by foiee of law and euunpie 
>tt inquiring still farther into its origin, I found the foun- 
dation so wen);, that I -who made it inv but-ines- to confirm 
otiiers, was very new bang dissatisfied myself ’Tib by this 
leccipfc that Plato' undertakes to cure the uwmhjial and 
Fn*posteroiu, Ioips of lui time, as one which In* esteems of 
Rovoieiginirtuu, uameh that the public opinion condemns 
, cm , that tlio poets, nnd all otlmi sorts of writos, relate 
Horrible stones of them , a leeipe, by virtue oi v, inch the 
® j beautiful daughters no more aJhtie IhcirfithciVlutt 
nor In others of the finest shape aud fashion then Bistort’ 
desire the a erj fable*; of Thi • stes, CEdiyue, and JJ.v-aieos, 
having with the harmony of their song iifuicd tbit uhole- 
eoine opinion and lielief into the tender hinius id children 
Chastity ]},, i n tmtlj, a great and sinning virtue, and of 
winch the utility is sufficiently known , hut to treat of it, 
and to set it off m its true value, iccmduig to nature is is 
bird 'tis eaa*, to do y> acioidmg to ontom, laws, nud 
precepts Tlie fundamental and uniiers.il reasons me of 
v«n obseme and difiicult research and uni mastoro either 
hfihfh pais them <nei, or not (hinnc; 'OttiH/h ns to touch 
them, pi capitate themselves into tliebberh nnd protpetiou 
®f custom there puftmg Iheiiiielvis out nnd tuumplung to 
tlieir lu art’s content such ns nil. not suCa themselves to 
to} withdrawn ftomthrt ongninl sonue, do jot commit a 


’ lleroAntu*-, ill Vt 

J “Tlwro i* nothin!; nt first, ro erwh coinliinmlilo viiicii, by 
ii ^ MV’'"’ l ,co ^ ,J ^ no ^ regard uiih Us* mlnurutiou ’ — I uutrTle 1 , 
1 bjlMc, mi 6 
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water error and subject tbunselvc-. to will opinions 
witness Chnsippns who m so mam of Ins writings has 
stride l the littk i count he male of incestuous con] u tic 
tioa- cum mitt i with how mar nhtions rorvcr 
W kixver wotikl dl®eiuaf.t lnin^lf from tins violent pre 
julm. of custom would find ‘-'neral tlun.’ t! re'Oivcd with 
aba jlute anil un lighting opinion dial Imeno other support 
than the hoars he id and welled face of ancient usage Bat 
the inash taken off an 1 thine-. hung refemd to the decision 
of truth anl reason lac will find Ins judgment as it were 
altogether overthrown -'ud vet restored ton much more sure 
C-tatc Tor tzani]l I shall ach him what can lie more 
strange than to tr a pi oj k olihged tn ofo\ laws they never 
understood found in all th« ir domestic affairs a« marriages 
donation* wills sales and purchases to rule* they cannot 
pos«iblv know bung neither written nor published in tlieir 
own Iangu tge and of which the\ are of nei_e<aitr to pur 
chase foth the interpretation and the use ' hot according 
to the ingenious opimiu of Isoentes * who counselled hia 
king to mite the traffics and negotiations of his subject" 
frre frank and of profit to them and their quarrels and 
disputes burdensome and laden with heavy impositions and 
pcnaltie but bv a prodisious opinion to make •ale of 
reason i ‘•elf and to ertve to Inwa a course of merchandise 
I think inaevlf obliged to fortune that as our historians 
report it was a Gra=con gentleman a countrvman of mine 
who fir^t opposed Cliarlemagne when he attempted to im 
po*e upon us Latin and imperii] laws 

fVhat can be more savaee than to see a nation where bv 
lawful custom the office of a judge is fought and sold 
where judgments are paid for with readv moner and where 
justice max lewifamateiv fo denied to him that has not 
wherewithal to yav a merchandise in so great repute as m 
a go\ eminent to create a fourth estate of wrangling lawyers 
to add to the three ancient ones of the church nobility and 
people , which fourth estate having the laws in their own 
hands and ■sovereign power over men's lives and fortunes 
makes another body separate from nobility whence it 
comes to pa*s that there are double laws those of honour 
* Sextus Lmpincus Pirrhon Hvpotvp t. 14 
Discuur-eto Nicodes 
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and those of justice, in many things altogether opposite one 
to another, tho nobles as rigorous!} condemning a he 
taken, as the other do a he revenged bv the Ian of arms 
he shall be degraded fuan all nobility and honoui tv ho puts 
up with an affront , and by the civil law. he tv ho vindicates 
his reputation by levenge mcms a capita! punishment he 
u ho applies lumself to the law for reparation of an offence 
done to his honour, disgraces himself , and he tv ho does not, 
is censured and punished by tlic law Tut of these two 
so different things, both of them referring to one head, the 
fine has the clmige of peace, the other ot wn , those have 
the profit, these the honour, those the wisdom these the 
virluo , those the word, these the action , those justice, these 
\alour , those reason, these force , those the long lobe, these 
the short , — divided betwixt them 

For what concerns indifferent things, is dotlies, who is 
there seeking to bring them hick to their tiue use, which is 
tho bodv’s service and convenience and upon which then 
original grace and fitness depend , for the most fantastic in 
in} opinion, that can Ik; imagined. I will instance amongst 
others, our flat caps that long tail of velvet that hangs 
down from our women’s heads, with its partv colonic d 
trappings and that vain and futile model of a member we 
cannot in modesty so much as name, which nevertheless we 
m dee show and parade of in public Thebe consideration*!, 
notwithstanding, will not prevail upon anv understanding 
man to decline the common mode, hut, on the contour, 
TnethmVe, all singular and partieulni fashions aie ratlipr 
marks of foil} and vain affectation than of sound reason, 
and that a wise man ought, within, to withdraw and retire 
hw soul fiom the crowd, and there keep it at libeity and in 
power to judge' fi eel} of things, but as to externals, abso- 
lutely to follow and conform himself to the fashion of the 
tune Public society has nothing to do with om thought*., 
hut the rest, as our actions, our labours, our fortunes and 
our lives, we iuc to lend, and abandon them to its service, 
and to the common opinion , is did that good and groat 
Socrates who refused to preserve his life bj a disobedience 
to the magistrate, though a very wicked and unjust one 
for it is the rulo of rules, the general law of laws, that every 
one observe those of the place wherein he lives 
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No; o r i-t'rf'U *« n > iy\*>p oic cn\u 1 

And now to mother pint It is a very great do til t 
wli tlier tm bi> manifest lx nefit can accrue from the iltcrj 
twn £ i law received let it lx? w b it it wjll it, there w> 
dtn • r and inconvenience in iltcnnt, it , forasmuch as 
g n * rumont is a structure compsecl of divert parts aul 
ni mKrs yaHed and united together with so stmt ronnee- 
ti a that it i*- impossible to stir so mu h u> one bnch or 
stjuc hut the w hole !»dv will lie sensible of it The leg is 
lator of tilt Thumni' ordained that whosoever would go 
about either to ll dish in old Uw or to establish i new 
should prt cut himself with a hiltcr about his nee!. to f b*. 
ptuple to th“ eul that if the uuvvatiuii he would intro 
duce should not ta approved by every one he might inunt 
(lintelv 1 a. hinged ind lie of the Tier ImmonL-inr; employed 
his Ufe to d 1 tain hom hv, < itirrn= a faithful promise that 
none of lus laws should l*c violated ’ The Ephorus who 
so ruilvh on*- tli two strings that Plimns had added to 
musm never stood to examine whether that addition made 
bettei barmens or that by its means the instrument was 
more full and complete, it was enough for him to condemn 
the invention that it ms a novelty and an alteration of the 
old fashion 'Which also is the meaning of the old rusty 
sword earned lieforc the magistracy of ^tarscille*, * 

For m\ own part I have i great aversion from novel tv 
wha.1 face or what pretence soever it may carry along With 
it and have reason hiving been an evewitness of the great 
evils it has produced For those which for so many 
years havo lam so heavy upon us it is not wholly account 
able but one raav sir with mlour enough that it his 
accidentally produced and begotten the mischiefs and rum 
that have since happened both without and against it. it 
prmcipallv we are to accuse for these disorders 

A ’Ten nitior tolls vulnera met i men s 
boh 


1 It is hey the la\i= of ones countn ''—Excrrpia a 

’Iraq Grtcris nterp 16 tl p 937 

5 Cltiw.mfc,. n,A+ <tw mi «>J 


3 (Jiiaromla. Di&f Sic \n 24 
5 Lvcurgus, Hutin>*m\ita e *» 

3 Alas the v oun Is were mute bv n 
F) F/ytl DrnxphoonU \er= 4S 


3 \ il Maw li 6 " 
own \ capon* — OWD 
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Tlic\ who sou the fan slunk t« n state ate alnw-r o,it >1 
rulK the fif-t ov i‘rw helmed m it' mm , the trraK of publu 
tmnmotum ire seldom onjoved In him who "as tlio in t 
motor, he beats awl thsturl". the vv iter foi anntWrV wt 
Tin 1 it n lit atilt lontarinre of tins nu.n.iiihv. of this ijriH‘1 
edUict, lianas I wo riiijitd and torn in hoi old mje b\ tin-, 
thing called innovation, 1ms sinn 1ml own a amt md 
SOUn sulheicnt adonilmiLe l*» Mull tin Toval 

majesty with £»reatcr chfliinlh d"luu' from Hi 1 ' sum nut, to 
the mold to tlun it falls at<l tumbles lieiillonB liom tin 
middle to the bottom But if tin inventor* do tin iffeatei 
tm«(incf, tlic mutator*. an- mure ' moil* to follow ivunj'Us 
of which thev 1 um> tjt aii<l punished l»otl» the hum rand 
the offeueo And it there ' au 1«' nm tWnn. of Worn m 
til dome, them last must field to tin. others the glory ‘rt 
i ontrirmg anti the tmini'e of in ifcws tin 1 first attempt All 
sorts of new dronlets ensilv dm" from tins pmmti't ana 
nor flowing fountain examples and joa cedent 8 tu trouble 
and discompose o«i gov eminent , ire lend m our ti n w*» 

* made for flic romedi of this first oil. the I e tinning ami 
pretcuies of nil sorts oi wicked enterprises . and that Mil* 
IK. wbnli Tlmodnles swl of th‘ civil n in> of Ins tune, 
that, m favour' of public vius, they gave thus n« or ft 
more plausible names for their . vus., sweetening aM tuv 
gtnsmu their true titles, wlikli must done, for wio t 
reform one couseifiue nml MaJ lmnesta oratm st . 

tat Ifclal pietiMS foi •>««« •l'” ‘“S' 
ootisenuence “ uden nihil mutum c- antique pio 1 
est ” J And freely to spul m thoughts, it m p"< s a at mge 
self-love anil ine it nn sumption to be eo I0 " ” “ 

own ommons, that n public jtfree u»wt be o c 
ost.1il.sb thon,, and to inttodmc so MKT f 

chiefs, end so dwdtul v unrnpUon of V* “ 

war and the iaut.it, oils of state - onsequent to J , 
bring ui their tram and to mtrodi* o them. 1U 1 * p 

lugn onneern into the Wh> "f <>«*• °™ 
there bo worse husbandly than to sot up *o winy wan 

1 "line words troll ~- TftI 1 \u\= Lm, 
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anti knowme no*: against mors that are onh contested 
and disput'd !<■ And are tlicrc any worse c orts of vices 
than thou ronitnittrd i 0 mn=t a man s own l on science and 
the natunl li^ht of his ovn reason 5 Tiir> Senate upon 
the dispute betwixt it and the people about (lit admunstra 
turn of their nlitfion was liold enough to return this 
evasion for cum nt pai Ad deos id mgi« quam ad «<* 
pertiTK.ii* ip«o« sisurtis ne earn ana poUiiwhir 1 accord 
mg to what the omk answered to tho«c of Delphos who 
fearing to lx» invaded 1 \ the Persians in the Median war 
mipurcd of Apollo how tliei should dispo°e of the holt 
treasure of his lem| !e whether thev should hide or 
remov e it to «ome oilier } lace He relumed them answer 
that thev si ould stir nothing from thence and onh tal e 
cart of thpm«che? for he was sufficient to look to what 
belon cd to him 

The Chirdi m religion has all the marts of the ntiuo«t 
utilitvand justice but none more manifest than the severe 
injunction it lavs uidifferenth upon all to jield ili-olnte 
obedience to the civil magistrate and to maintain and dc 
fend the laws Of wli cb what a wonderful eiample Ins 
the divine wisdom left us that to establish the 'alvnhon of 
mankind and to tonduit His glonmis victorv oTer death 
and sm would do it after no other wav 1 ut at the tnerei of 
our ordmarv forms of justice subjecting the progress and 
issue of so high and so salntifcrous an effect to the blind 
np-.s and injustice of our customs and observances «acn 
ficing the innocent blood of so manv of His elect and «o long 
a loss of so manv vears to the rmtunn" of tius inestimable 
fruit" There is a vast difference l>et wist the case of one 
who follows the form' and laws of bis country and of 
another who will undertake to regulate and change them 
of whom the first pleads simplicitv obedience and example 
for his escu^e who whatever he shall do it cannot be u» 
puted to malice ho at the worst but misfortune Quis 
eat enim quern non muveal clan^srans monumentis testata 


‘ TLo e thinjr more belong to the cod'- to determine than to 
them lettl e therefore take care that tl sir escre 1 im “(erics 
were not promned -1m \ 6 
a Herodotus »-m 36 
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cousiguataque antiquitas * ' 1 besides what Isocrates sa’ib,® 
that detect is nearer allied tu moderation than excess tbe 
other is a much more ruffling gamester , foi whosoever shall 
take upon him to choose and alter usurps the authority of 
judging, and should look well about linn, and make it Ins 
busmes" to discern clearly the defect of what he would 
abolish, and the virtue of whit he is about to introduce 
This so vulgar consideration, is that winch ‘cttled me in 
my station, and kept even mi most LStravagant and 
ungovcined youth under the um so as not to biudcn nn 
shouldeis with so great a weight as to rendei myself 
responsible foi ,i sen nee of that importance and in tins to 
dare what m my bettei and moie mature judgment I duist 
not do in the most easy and indifferent things I had lieen 
insinuated in, mid wherein the tecicntv of judgmg is of no 
consequence at all , it seeming to me very unjust to go 
about to subject public and established customs and insti- 
tutions to the weakness and instability of a pm ate and 
particulm fancy (for private Teasun has hut j private juus- 
diction),,iudtontlempt that upon thedi nut, winch nogorern 
ment will ondme a man should do upou the uni laws , w ith 
which, though human reason has much more commeicc than 
with tbeothei, vet are they sonreignJv judged by then own 
propu nidges, and the extreme sufhuenu serves only to 
expound and set torth the law and custom received, and 
neithei to wrest it, nor to mtioduce any thing of innovation 
If, sometimes, the divine piovnlence has gone bevoud the 
rules to which it lias nece'snnlv bound and obliged us 
men, it is not to give us any dispensation to do the ‘Tune , 
those are mastei-stiokes of the divine hand, which we aic 
not to mutate, hut to admire, and extraordinary examples, 
marks of express and particular purposes, of the nature of 
miracles, presented before us foi manifestations of its 
almightuiess, equally above both oui rules and foree, wln> h 
it would be folly and impiety to attempt to represent and 
mutate, and that we ought not to follow but to contem- 
plate with the gnatest reverence acts of His personage, 

1 “ For who is there that antiquity , ap«M ami attested with «o 
mam glorious monuments, cannot moi e ’ — CictPO, Dt. Dnin , 

1 40 

1 Ad XicolI , p 21 
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and not for us Cotta vcn opportune!,) declares Quinn, 
de rehgione agifur Ti Conmcanmm P Supionem P 
Suevokm ponfifio.es maxunos non Z-.nonem aut Chun 
t! < m nut Chrvsippmn scquor God knows in tic 
present quarrel of our civil war whi're there are *i hundred 
articles to dash out and to put in groat and verv con idei" 
iHp loir many there nr* who can truly boast tier liare 
t\ ictir and perfecilt weight! and understood the grounds 
and reasons of tie one and the other parti Us a number 
if thy make onr nnmlicr tint would he able to gne u« 
vtrj little disturbance But whit Wornes of all tie rest 
under -what ensigns do tier march m what quarter do 
tliev lie 9 Theirs hare the same effect with other weak 
and ill ipplied melicines they have onlr set the humour-, 
tli r *miM pmge more violently in work, stirred and 
exasperated liv the conflict and left them still lnhiod 
The potion was too weak to purge but strong enough to 
weaken us so that it does not work but we keep it stih 
in our bodies and reap notlnct, from the opeiit on hut 
intestine gnpes and dolouro 

So it is nevertheless Iliac Forluue null referring her 
mtiionty in defiance of whatever \ e are aide to do or nr 
soinr-tmies presents us with a recess ti «o urgent that tis 
requisite the laws should a little y eld and give wav and 
when one oppuscs the increase of an innovation tint thus 
intrudes itself by violence to keep a man s self in *0 doing 
in all places md in all thing-, within bo inds an 1 rules 
igm-. those who have the power audio vh m all thin if-, 
arc lawful that mavanv wav serve to advan tboir drsigu 
who Laic no other law nor role hit v hat serves best to 
their own purpose tis a dangerous obligation and an 
intolerable inequality 

V litum uoceidi perf do j rest it F le 1 - 1 
forasmuch os the ord nuy discipline ot a Iiealthfnl state 
does not provide against thfee Cvtram-dinarv acciJints it 

• ft J en matter af re! ipoi i» m qnc t on I am (.') erned 1> T 
Cornncanra P *5c 1 0 P Sum »la tl « 1 vJ pne t« n d not bl 
7mo Clean 1 1 o~ or O r\ — CiCEPO fie \<tt m Deo 1 0 

P itt ng fvitti in a trcnchcrc < j»tr on oj cue the door tn 
1 arm — Sexfca in <£ lip net 11 vsi-eCSC 
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pi« 9 uppo<i« a body tliat supports itself in its puncipal 
members and offices, and a common consent to its obedience 
and observation A legitimate proceeding is cold, heavy, 
and constrained, and not fit to make head against a head- 
strong and unbridled proceeding ’Tis known to be, to 
this day, cast in tbe disli of those two great men, Octavius 
and Onto, m the two avil wars of Svlla and Cresar that 
they would rather suffer their entintrv to undergo thy last 
extremities, than relieve their tr How-citizens at the expense 
of its laws, 01 be guilty of any innovation , foi m truth, 
m these last necessities, where there is no other remedy it 
would peridveaturt be more discreetly done, to stoop and 
) mid ,i littio to receive the blow, than, by opposing without 
possibility of doing good, to give occasion to violence to 
trample all under foot , and letter to make the laws do 
what they urn when they cannot do what they would. 
Aftei this maimer did lie* who suspended tliem for four- 
and twenty hours, and he who, tor once shifted a day in 
tin caleudm, and that otlmr - who of the mouth of June 
made a second of May The L'leeda.monians theuiseh es, 
who u ere so i eligious observers of the laws of their c wintry, 
being straitened by one of their own edicts, liv which it 
was cxpicssly forbidden to choosy the same mnn twice to 
be admiral , and on the other side then i ff airs necessity 
inquiring tlint Lysandei should a gam take upon linn that 
command, thev made one AratUb admiral tis time but 
withal, Ia binder went superintend* nt of the wavy , and, 
by the same snbtletv , one of thur ambassadoi s hang bent 
to the Athenians to obtain the revocation o£ some decree, 
and Pericles remonstrating to him, that vt was foi bidden 
to hike awav the tablet wherem a law had once been 
engiossed, he advised lum to turn it only, that being not 
foi hidden , cud Pl”t&ich commends Plnlopomum, that 
being born to command, he knew how to do it, not only 
according to the laws but also to overrule even the laws 
themselves, when the pubhc ncce^xifv so requued 


Agesilnus, 


Alexander the Great 



118 


VARIOLA HEMS 


[BOOK t 


CHAPTER XTTTT 

TABIOUS EVENTS FROM TUX S IMF COtThBEr 

Jacques Awiot, grand almoner o£ France, one daj related 
to me tills stort much to the honour of a prince of ours 
(and ours lie vis upon sever il ver\ good at counts, though 
originally of foreign extraction), 1 that in the. time of oui 
first commotions at the siege of Rouen,’ tins prince, having 
heen advertised by the queen mother of a conspiracy against 
his life, and in hei letters particular notice being given him 
of the person who was to execute the business (who wa« a 
gentleman of Anjou, or of Maine, and who to this effect 
ordinarily frequented this, prince's house), discovered not a 
8} liable of this intelligence to ani one whatever , but going 
the next dn\, to St Catherine’s Mount, from u Inch our 
hatterv played against tbo town (for it was during the time 
of the siege) and having in company with him the said 
lord almonf r, and another bishop, he saw this gentleman, 
who had been denoted to him. and presently sent for him , 
to whom, being come before Ium, swung lnm already pale 
and trembling v, itb the conscience of his guilt, ho thus 3aid, 
“ Monsieur,” such a one, “you guess what I have to say to 
you, roar countenance discovers it, tis in vain to disguise 
your practice for I am so well informed of 1 our business, 
that it will but make worse for you to go about to conceal 
or deny it you know very well such and such passages” 
(which were the most secret ciruzmstances of his con 
spumy l, “and therefore lie sure, as you tender vour own 
life, to confess to me the whole truth of the design ” The 
poor man seeing himself thus trapped and convicted (for 
the whole business bad lieen discovered to the. queen by one 
of the accomplices), was in such a taking, he know not wb it 
to do , but, folding his hands to beg and sue for merev, he 
threw himself at his prmce’s feet, who taking him up, pro- 
ceeded to sav. ‘Come sir, tell me, have I at any tune 
done you offence or have I tlirough private hatred or 

’ The Due tie Guise, surnamed Le Balafrc 


3 In 1362 
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malice, offended nnv kinsman or friend of yours B It is 
not nliove three weeks that I have Uncoil jou , rrh.it 
inducement then, could more jou to attempt my death 5 ” 
To Irhifh the gentk man, with a trembling voice, replied, 
“That it was no particuhu grudge he hid to his person, 
lint the general mterest and concern of Ins party, and that 
he had liecn put upon it hr some who had peismulcd him 
it would lx> a meritorious act, b> any means to extirpate 
60 great and so powerful an eueim of their religion ” 
‘‘Well,’’ said the jinnee, "In ill now let jou see how much 
more charitable the religion is that I maintain than tint 
which jou profess jouis has counselled >nu to hill me. 
without hearing me speak and without ever having given 
jou anT cause of offence, and mine < ommatuls me to 
forgive you, convict as you ore, hj your owu confession, 
of a di sign to kill me without reason 1 Get you gone 
let me set you no more and if vou are wise, choose 
henceforward, liowMei men for tour rounsellers in jour 
d< signs ’’ 

The Empcior Augustus 1 being in Givil lmd certun 
mfomiatiou of a conxpimcv L Cmna was contriving against 
him , he therefore resolved to make him au example, and, 
to that ond, sent to summon Ins frit nds to meet the next 
morning m counsel Bui the night lietweon ht pushed in 
great unquietness of mind, considering that lie was about 
to put to death a voting mau, of ,m illustrious family, and 
nephew to the great Fumpcj, and this mule him break out 
into several passionate complainings " What then,” said 
he, " is it possible that I am to live in perpetual anxiety 
autl alarm, and suffer nn would-be assassin, meantime, to 
walk abroad at liberty ? Slull he go unpunished, after 
having conspired against my Me, a life that I hax c hitherto 
defended m so man) uni wars, m to many battles b) land 
audb) sea 9 And after havmg settled the universal peace 
of the whole world, shall this man be pardoned, who hns 
conspired not only to murder but to sacrifice me 9 ” — foi 
the conspiiac) was to kill linn at sacrifice After which, 
remaining for some time silent, lie began again, in louder 

1 Imitated by Voltaire, Nodier, (bWiont, ji 1(15 

1 D mi jmiar tin. La Fortune do In Cour, In n p 139 

3 This storj is taken from Seneca, lit Clement ifi, i 9 
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tones and exclaimed against liimcelf saying “ TVlv latest 
thou if it In. for the good of =o man} that thou shouldst 
di nui't there K no'end of thy rev cages and cruelties f 
I» thv Iifi of «o great value that so many mischiefs mu c f 
h- dune to prc-erve it ” His wife Livia seeing lum m 
this pernles.it v ‘ 'Will von take a woman’? counsel r '" said 
hhe l>n the physicians do who, when the ordinary 
recipts will do no good male tml of the contrary Bv 
'‘•ventv v<jU base hitherto prevailed nothing , Lepidus ha*- 
followed Sah idienus JIurena Lepidus , Gspio hfurena 
Egnatiu-. 0<epio Begm now, and'try how sweetness and 
element <• will succeed Cinm n> convict, forgive bun he 
nil never henceforth baTe the limit to burl thee and it 
will Ik. an a< t to thv glow " Augustus was well pleaded 
that he bad met with an advocate of his own hnmnnr 
wherefore having thanked his wife, and m the monurur, 
LOuuleruuuided Ins friends he bad Ixrfore su annulled t<> 
council he commanded Crnna all alone to be brought to 
him, whi being aaordinglr come, and a than- by hts 
appoin*ment wt linn, having ordered all the rest out of the 
room, he spake to him after this maimer “ la the first 
plnr-e, Cmna, I demand of thee patient audience , do not 
interrupt me in what I am about to *ay and I will after 
ward.- give thee time and lei»mv to answer Thou bnowest 
Cmna, 1 that having taken thee prisoner in the enemy s 
camp and thou an enemr, not mil. so becomp but bora «o, 
I gave thee thy life, ru-tored to thee all thv good- and, 
fin.dk pnt thee in good a |o«uire bv mv bounty, of 
hi rag 'well and at thv case that the victorious envied the 
coiHjuered The sacerdotal office whiib thou made^t suit 
to me for I conferred upon thee, after having denied it to 
others, who'e fathers have ever Iwime arms in mv «ernc>* 
After c o mans obligations, thou ba«t undertaken. to kiU me ” 
At which Cuma frying out that he was verv far froiu 
entertaining am so wickeda thought ‘ Thou do«t not Leep 
thv promise, Cmna,” contmued Augustus that thnn 
wouldst not interrupt me les>, thouhast undertaken to 

* This j a- borrowed trom Seneca Ins been pwaphroeid in 
' Pr e bvt nmejllf ^ee. Nodii'r, Qat-.non- do to Litteratorc Write, 
lk-o, pr 7, 100 The mooologce ot iugn tq» in the, chapter b 
abo uom Seneca. liaA , l$i 
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murder me m such a place, on such n dav , m such ami such 
coni[iain , and in such a manner " At winch words, seeing 
Cmna nstemnded and silent, not upon the .iccount of Ins 
promise so to bo, but interdict with the weight of ins con- 
science “Win," proceeded Augustus, “to what end 
uouldvt thoxi do it J Is it to l>c emperor 9 Believe me, tlie 
"Republic is in Ten ill condition, it I am the oul\ man 
betwixt thee and the empire Thou art not able so much 
as to defend thy ow n house, mid but t’other day wast bifllcd 
in a suit, Kj the opposed interest of a mcro m mumitted 
slue "What, hast thou neither means nor power in am 
other thing, but onlv to undertake Ciesar - ' I quit tlio 
throne, tf tin re be no other tlnn I to obstruct thv hopes 
Can8t thou believe tliat Panins, tlint Pnbins, that the 
Cos«n and the Semhi, and so mini noble Romms, not 
only bo in title, but who In then virtue, honour then 
nobihtv , would suffer or endure thee * " After tins, and a 
great deni more that Iil sud to him (for he was two long 
hours m spcikmp), * Now go. Cinua, go tin wav I give 
tliee that me ns traitor and parricide which I before gave 
thee in the qnililj of an cnemv Let friendship from tin-, 
time forward begin betwixt us, and let us show wliethci I 
have given or thou hast received thy life with the 1 ottei 
faith," ami so depleted fiom linn Some time aftei lie 
picferred lmn to the soumiUi dignitj cumplumng that he 
lind not the euiifiduuo t<» demand it, had lmn ev or after 
foi Ins sen grp it fnond, nud was, at last, in idt by him 
sole heir to all his estate Now, fioiu the time of this 
iccideut which befcl Augustus m the fortieth jear of Ills 
ago, he novel had anv conspiracv or attempt against lnm, 
and su rcajid the due lenard of this Ins bo generous 
clemenov But it did not so happen with our prince, lus 
moderation and mprtv not so semiring lum, but that he 
aft 01 wards fell into tiie toils of the like treason, 1 so vain 
and futile a tiling is human prudence , throughout all our 
pro]ccts, counsels and pieeautions, Fortune will still lie 
mistress of events 

We repute phjsicians fortunate when thev hit upon a 
lucky cure as if there was no other art but theirs that 

1 Tlio Due dc Guise u as assassinated in 1003 by Poltrot 



122 


1 IKIOIS ElEMS 


r.onld not stand upon it*, own legs and ■whose foundations 
are too weak to support itself upon its own bi=is as if no 
other art stood n» need of Fortune s hand to help it For 
mr part, I think of pbvsic as much good or ill as any one 
would have me for thanks he to God we haie no traffic 
together I am of a quite contraTv humour to other men 
for I alw its despite it hut when I am =irk instead of 
recall mg or eulenug into composition with it I begin 
moreover to bate and fear it telling them who importune 
me to take phvsie that at all events thev must give n e 
time to recover mi strength and health that I mav he the 
better able to support and encounter the violence and 
danger of their potions T let Nature work supposing her 
to be safiicieutJv armed with teeth and claw= to defend 
her-elf from the assaults of mfirmitv and to uphold that 
contevtnre the dissolution of which she the-* and abhors 
I am afraid lest instead of assisting her when dose 
grappled and struggling with disease I should as=irt her 
adver-arv and burden her rtdl more with work to do 
Now I sar that not in phi sic onlr but in other more 
certain art= Fortune his a vtrr great part The poetic 
raptures the flights of fanev that nu'li and transport the 
author out of himself whv should we not attribute them to 
his good fortune since be hnn=elf confesses that they exceed 
ln« suinciencv and force and acknowledges them to proceed 
from something else than hivn«elf aud that he lias them no 
more in his pover than the orators ear thev have those 
extraordinary motions and agitations that 'nmrtimes push 
them beyond their design It is the same in punting wl tre 
touches shall sometimes slip from the band of the pander 
so surpa-'ing both his conception and his art as to beget 
his own ad miration and astonishment But Fortune doe» 
vet more emdentlv manifest the 'hare she lias m all things 
of this land by the grace and elegances w e find in them 
no onlr be ond the intention hut even without the know 
lelge of the workman a competent reader often discovers 
in o her men s wntmg other perfections than the author 
himself either mtenled or perceived a richer <=cnsc and 
more quaint expression 

As to military enterprises every one sees how great n 
nand Fortune has m them Even in our counsels and 
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deliberations there must, certaiulj , be something of chance 
and good-luck mixed with human prudence , for all that our 
wisdom can do alone is no great matter , the more piercing 
quiet, and apprehensive it is, the weaker it finds itself, and 
is by so mudi moio apt to mistrust itself I am of Sylla s 
opinion , 1 and when I closelj examine the most glonniK 
exploits of war, I perceive, inpthinks, that those who carry 
them on make use of counsel and debate onlj for custom's 
sake, and leave the best part of the enteqinse to Fortune, 
and, i elt mg upon her aid, transgress, at everv turn, the 
Ixmnds of militaiy condnct and the rules of war There 
bapjien, sometimes, foihu f o”s alacrities n nd strange fanes 
m their deliberations, that for the most part prompt them 
to follow the worst grounded counsels, and swell their 
courage beyond the limits of reason “Whence it happened 
that several of the great cipHius of old, to justify those 
rish resolutions, have been fain to tell tlieir soldiers, that 
the\ vrero invited to such attempts bv some inspiration, 
some sign and prognostic 

Wberefon* in this doubt and uueerHmh , tliat the short, 
sigbtedness of human wisdom to see and choose the best 
(by reason of the difficulties thnt the various accidents and 
circumstances of things bring along with them; perplexes 
us withal the surest w.iv, m m\ opinion did no other con- 
sideration umte us to it, is to pitch upon that wherein is 
the greatest appearance of honesty and justice , and not 
being certain of the shortest, to keep the straightest and 
most direct way , as m the two examples I have just Risen, 
there is no question but it was more noble and generous m 
lum who hau receiv'd the offence to pardon it than to do 
otherwise If the former 1 miscarried m it, he is not, never- 
theless, to l>e blamed for his good intention , neither docs 
an\ one know, if he had proceeded otherwise, whether by 
that means be had avoided the end his destrnv had ap- 
pointed for him , and he had, moreover, lost the glory of 
so humane an act 

* “AMio freed Ins great deeds front am, h> eicr attributing 
them to Ins good fortune, and hnalh bj mumming lnniself t nidus, 
tlio Luck} ■ — PiUTtncil, SoKjar a Van i nay praise Hwtsrlf, 
c 9 

4 The Due de Guise 
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Ton will it-'i'i in biyfon of mnm who have Wn in Mich 
•if j rjienuoo that ihc mo t jiart hive taken the < our ' to 
ini.it on 1 urn ijnto conspir-icie*-. train'd them hv pun sh 
meat ml n.w.nj,e Imt I find tut few who hate reaped 
im i Iv mta_,e hi thia proreelmg witne« somanv Bomnn 
< fnj-t_r- r-, Whoever finds himc-elf m this danger ought 
JWt to expect much either from las vigilance or powr r, for 
how liar 1 a tiling is it for a man to «ccurt, from an 

enctnv wli i lies eoneejb 1 under the countenance of the 
in'**.! nssiluous friend we have an 1 to di*- cover and. know 
the wills 'mJ inv ird thoughts of tho- who are in our per 
*onal service Its to much purpose to have a guard of 
foreigners nl out one and to lie always fenced limit with 
a juli. of armed men whosoever despise* Ins own life is 
alwtvs master of tbit of another man- knd moreover, 
this eontimu! suspicion that makes a pnn.ee jealous of all 
the world must of necesuti b*> a strange torment to him 
Therefore it was that Dion betas alvortr-edthat Cnlbppu? 
vratcbcl all opportunity ■< to take <iwar liir. life had never 
the heart to inquire more particular]! into it smug that 
he bad rather die than live in that misery that lie must 
continually «tana upon his guard not onh against his 
enenne-. but hit friends also which Alexander much 
more nvidlr and more roundl) manifcTcd in effitt when 
laving notice b\ a letter from rarmemo that Philip his 
most beloved physician, was be Dinus’ monel corrupted to 
poi on him at the same time that he gave the It ter to 
Philip to read drank off the potion he bed brought him 5 
tVa- not this to express b resolution that if his fnend«liad 
a mind to despatch hun out uf the world he was w illing to 
giae them opportunity to do it This i mice is indeed 
the sovereign pattern of hazardous a< turns but I do not. 
know whether there be another passage in lu= life wherein 
there is «o ninth firm courage as m this nor so illustrious 
an image of the l*aiulv and greatoe s of Ins mini 

Tho o whn preach to pnnee& *o circumsp-ct and vigilant 
a jealotist and distrust under colour of security preach 
to them turn and dishonour nothing noble can be per 
forme l without danger I know a person naturaJK of a 

' ^eneea Ep 4 -Plot-xrdi 4potlie^ra 

Qarntn Cnrtwi m C 
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great dannc and enterprismg conn go, whose good 
fortune is continually luai red In such persuasions, that 
lie keep lumy*lf clo^e sui rounded liy Jus friends, that lie 
mast not hearken to any ret oik station with Ins imuent 
enennos that he must stand aloof, and not trust Jus person 
in hands stronger than Ins ora what pnmnst s 01 offers 
soev erthn\ nwv mal e lum, or wlint nd\ antages soever he may 
«ee before lum And I know anothtr who has iuu vpeetcdlv 
advanced lus fortunes bt following a clear contrari advice 
Courage, the reputation and elon of which men seek 
v ith so gn-edv an npjatite, presents itself, when iued re- 
quires, as mn"i»ln<hti\ *n ci'crpo is ui full armour, in a 
closet asm icamp, with arms pendant at, with anus raised 
Tins over-cinumspuet and wary prudence is a mortal 
enemy to all high and generous exploits Scipto, to sound 
Svphnv's intent iuu, leasing Ins nnny, abandoning Sj am, 
not vet secure nor well settled in lus new conquest, could 
pass over into Africa ui tun •small ships, to commit himself, 
m an eiicmv s eountn to the power of a bailsman king to 
a faith untried and unknown, without obligation, without 
hostage, under the sole security of the grandeur of Ins own 
courage, his good fortune, and the promise of his high 
hopes 1 “Haluta tides lp'-am plermnque fidem oblig'd' 1 * 
In a life* of ambition and glon, it is necessarv to hold a 
stiff ruu uj ou suspicion fear and distrust invite and 
draw ou oftence The most mistrustful of our kings' est ib- 
Imbed his affairs principally L»y voluntarily committing his 
life and liberty into lus enemies' hands, by that nitaon 
manifesting that he had absolute confidence in them, to 
tile end thc\ might repose as great an assurance ui him 
Osar oulv opposed the atithontv of hit, countenance and 
the lirmghtv sharpness of lus rebukes to Ins mutmous 
legions m arms against lum 

“^tetit icggcre fultus 

Cevpiti", mtrepidns vnltn menulque tunen, 

Kil metuen*- 1 4 

1 law , 'twin 17 

3 " Trust often obliges fidelity ” — Idem , \vu_22 
1 boms XI See Coniines, Stem , lib u c. 3 7 
* “ He stood on a mtnmd, Ins face nil intrepid, and merited to be 
feared, he fearing nothing ” — LUC \N, v SIC 
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But it i 4 tru** withal that tin* jutlu uteri assurance 13 
not to lie rtj res* nted in its simple and entm. form but bj 
swh rbrrni the apprehension of death and the worst tint 
can in | j t.zi d oe& not terrify and affright for to repr* Sent 
a piLteivled. r ulut on with r jede and doubtful count* 
nano an I trembling lunl ? for the senna: of an im] intuit 
r»a mediation mil dfeet notiung to purpose Tis an exc»l 
hot war to gam the lieart and will of mother to submit 
and uitru't one s = If to lnm provi led «t apj-oar to lx- frcelv 
done and without the constraint of ncceaut) and m such 
a condition that a man manifestly does it out of a pin 1 
and entire confidence m the parti at least with a count* 
nance dear from anv cloud of suspicion I saw when I 
was a bov a gentleman who was governor of a great cilv 
upon occasion of a popular commotion and furv not 
knowing what other course to tale, go out of a pLict of 
very gruit strength and cciuritv and commit himself to 
the luero of the “ediiious nbhle iu hojics by that mean'’ 
to appease the tumult before it gren to a more formidable 
head but it was ill for bun that he did so for he vis 
there nusorabh slain But I am not nevertheless of 
opmion that bp committcl so great an error in going out 
ax Toui commonly reproach Ins in<‘iar>rv withal as he di 1 
in choosing a gentle and submissive wav for the effecting 
bis purpose and in endeavouring to quiet tins storm 
railier by obeying than commanding snil bv entreaty 
rather than remonstrance and I am inclined to believe 
tliat a gracious seventy with a soldier like way of com 
mantling full of security and. confidence suitable to the 
quality of his person and the dignity of his command 
would have succeeded better with him at least he had 
perished with greater decency and reputation There i« 
no hiog so little to be eipected 01 hoped for from tbi* 
many headed monster in its fury as humanity and good 
nature it is much more capable of reverence and fear 1 
should also reproach him that having taken, a resolution 
(in nr judgment rather brave than rash) to espose him 
s^If weak and naked in this, tempestuous sea of enraged 
madmen, he ought to have stuck to his test and not for 
an instant to have abandoned the high part he had under 
taken, whereas coming to discover hi? danger nearer 
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hand, and his nose happening to bleed he again changed 
that deiniss and fawning countenance he had nt first pot 
on, into another of fear and amazement, filling his roice 
an tii entreaties and his eves with tears, and cndeav ounng 
so to withdraw and secure lus person, thnt carnage more 
inflamed then fury, and soon brought the effects of it upon 
linn 

It was upon i time intended that there should be a gene- 
ral muster of several troops m arms (and that is the most 
proper occasion of secret revenges, and there is no place 
where tber can be executed with greater wfotv) and there 
were public and manifest appearance':, that there was no 
safe coming for some, whose principal and necessarv office it 
was to review them 'Whereupon a consultation was held, 
and several ioun*els were proposed, as in a ca'ethat w& 
ver\ nice, and ot great difficulty , and, moreover, of crave 
consequence Mine, amongst the rest, was, that they should 
b\ all means avoid gmng nnv sign of suspitioa, but thnt 
the officers who were most ui danger should lmldli go, and 
With cheerful and erect countenances nde boltllv and ton 
fideatlv tlnough the ranks, and thnt instead of spiring fire 
(whiJi the Cl tunnels of the major pait tended to) tier should 
entreat the captains to command the soldiers to give round 
and full ^ oilers in honour of the spectitors, and not to 
spare their powder Tins was accurdinglv done, and served to 
good use, as to please and gratifv the suspected troops, and 
thenceforward to beget a mutual and wholesome confidence 
and mtelligeuce amongst them 

I look upon Julius Ctesar’s way of winning men to him 
as the best and finest that ran be put m practice lirat, 
he tried by Jemeucy to moke himself beloved even Tn hit, 
ver\ enemies, contenting huncelf, in detected conspiracies, 
onlj puhhdr to declare, tint he was pxc-juquainted with 
them, which being done, lie took a nobk resolution to await 
without solicitude or fear, whatever might l>e the event 
wholly resigning himrelf to the protection of the gods and 
fortune for, questionless, in this state he was at the time 
when he was killed 

A strange! having pubhdv said, that lie could teuh 
Diiiiitsius, the tv rant of Svracuse, an infallible wav to find 
out and discover all the conspiracies his subjects could con- 
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’ » re hit bint; iziuict him fruin 3fj( Uo li S T oro*o t ns of 
the eouej intnrs he pn* ‘nth pit him to deab to suppre” 
hat nun iur tint it midif not ly thruglit ant of th., nt\ 
<h liked hi ,‘ninimfnt 

I rem ml>. r I bis. formcrlr rood a s>*ort of oojn» Pomnn 
of gnat ipnltU vim (Iwng ho tsnnm ot tl i Tr umrinte 
1ml i tlioms.n 1 ms > rthe eat tltti itaamim mvtnmm 
‘ cnjwl fr m falling into tilt liand« of th tl it pursued 
him It happened one da* tbit u tr.~ j Eli w ujurli 
vra- •• n* out t.. til t h m pa? od duw» hi x I -d, where be 
tine s<jiut ml mi sel v**n num wh rf srwnrhim but 
ht tuniiJennz it tbi point the jail- ml lifficuliies 
« heroin he had *o I i.mVimif-l tmrade the strict md 
intt ant a-arches that were crerr dar juiJ. fyr lion thr 
hUle pleas uf. lit could bop 1 f< r m such a 1- md of life and 
how much letter it was for him to die unu for all that to 
1). peri*tuallv it this j<lss he started bum bis =oa‘ tnhed 
them lath, choired tbem his form * and rolimtanlr delirered 
him««lf up to then- crueltv hr that means to free both 
1 Plntirch 

In -tppiin- Civil Wars 1xK.k is 
1 > r n- oi i t/piutoi" ha-o 
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himself and them from further trouble To invite a man’s 
enemies to come and cut Ins fliroat seems a resolution a 
little extravagant and odd, and yet I think he did hotter 
to tnhe that course, than to lne m continual feverish fear 
of an Occident for vhich there was no cure But sovutg all 
the remedies a man can apply to sue b a disease, are full 
of unquietness and uncertainty, 'tie bettor with a manly 
tournee to prepare one’s self for tlie worst that ran ha j pen, 
•uid to extract some consolation from this, that we are not 
certain the thing we fear will e\er come to pas* 


CHAPTER XXIV 

op P£DAr.rnT 

I wx« often, when a bov, wonderfullv roncerned to see m 
the Italian fan e s , n pedant olwavs hi ought in for the fool 
ot the ]>lav and that the title ot Magistcr was m no greater 
rex erence amongst us lor being delivered up to their tuition 
what could 1 <lo less than be jealous of their lionoui and 
reputation ? I sought indeed, to excuse them In tin natural 
incompatibility betwixt the xulgar sort and men of a finer 
thread, both ni judgment and hnowledm , forasmuch as they 
go a quite contra rv wav to one mother but in this, the 
thing l most stumbled at w is that the finest gentlemen 
were those who most despised them , witness oui fainoub 
poet Du Bellav — 

“ M u- je par sur tout \»n =<;»' oir pednntc que 
And ’tw is so in former tunes , for Plutarch says, that Chech 
and Scholar wire term 1 * * of rejwuvb and contemjit amongst 
the Romans But smtv, with the liettf-r experience ot age, 
I find they had xen great reason so to do, and that " magis 
niagn'K clencos nou sunt magrs magnos snpientes ” 5 But 
whence it should come to jmsa that a nnnd enriched with 

1 ** Ot all things I lmtc pedantic learning ’ —Do linn \1 

5 "The crcati clerks are not the xw-c-t men A jumcrh 

gii en in itaMau C arg-intnn, i. W 
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the knowledf.e of so many things should not become more 
quick and 6jn 0 btlv and that a gross and vulgar under 
standing should lod^e within it without correcting and. 
impronn^ it'* If all the discourses and judgments of the 
greatest minds the world ever had I am yet to seek To 
alm.it so many foreum conceptions so great and eo high 
fauues it is necessan fas a young lady one of the greatest 
prmecs'es of the kingdom said to me once speaking of a 
certain person! that a mans own brain must be crowded 
and squeezed together into a less compass to make room 
for the others I should be apt to conclude that as plants 
are suffocated and drowned with too much nourishment 
and lamps with too much oil so with too much study and 
matter is the acme part of the understanding winch lieing 
embarrass'd and confounded with a great diversify ot 
things Ws the force and power to dis^D gage itself and 
bv the pre<. uro of this weight is bowed subjected and 
doubled tip But it 15 quite otherwise for onr soul stretches 
and dilutes it'elt proportionablj a* it fills and 111 the 
examples of elder times we *ee quite contrary men 1 err 
proper for pubhc business great captains and great states 
men reir learned withal 

And ns to the philosophers a sort of men remote from 
all pubhc aff.ii re they lave been sometimes also desj c B d 
liv the tonne liberty of their tunes thru- oj minus and 
manners making them ap(»e<ir to uit.11 of mother tort 
ridiculous V\ onld vou make them judges of a lawsuit of 
the actions of men-' they arc ready to take it ujion then 
and straight begin to examine if there la hie if there he 
motion if man. be anv other than an ox what it 15 to do 
and to suffer what auunali law and justice are J Do tbev 
speak of the magistrate or to him tis with a rude irre 
verent and indecent hlerrr Do they hear thur prime or 

If 'Mont aim e ha copied all tli- from Plates Ileatete> 
p 12 " F (is it is plain lu all v hich he 1 a added immediate! 
after that I <• I a taken it trom that dialogue) he Ins nro- 1 
uistakeu Plato s *>nt rural who eats leie no’ more tf an thf Hat 
the philo op] er 1 o ignorant of what he neighl 0 it doa tl at he 
'carte hno liether lie is a man or some other anna'll o> 

“ VVTB "P x *?y « m«, -m kkijtfn ci pn , ok 0 -pa—i uXX 
' 701. ca a -tow 05 iro ) dXXc Pp ppo — COsTE 



:vp t\iv ] 


01 M m\rm 


1S1 


n kins commended, the\ make no more of linn tlian of a 
sin pherd go ithord, or uc-atliml akizv Condon, occupied m 
milking ami shearing bis herd*, mid floi ks.but inon nidi'll 
and lmrslilv than the herd or shepherd lmuself Do von re- 
jmte am man the greater for bung lord of tw o thousand mres 
of land 5 thov langli at Midi n pitiful pittance as laving 
chun themselves to the whole world fur thur possession 
Do you boast of jour nobditv, as being de-condi d from 
fat*i en rich successive uneistorv the\ look upon you with 
an eve of contempt, as men who have not a right idea of 
the universal image of nature, and that do not consider 
liow main predecessors even one of ns has had rub jjoor, 
kings, "sines, tim-hf- and Inrbmnns, nml though \ou 
were the fiftieth descendant from Hercules, rhc\ look upon 
it as a gnut i uutv, so lnglilv to value this, which is only i 
gift of forhme And ’tans so the nilgai sort contemned 
them, us men ignorant of the mo'i elcnnutarv nml ordinary 
things , as presumptuous and linoh ut 1 

But this Platonic pn tun is f u <h tic rent from that these 
pedants arc pres, nted 1>\ T1 u>m were envied for raising 
themselves nbou 1 thi common put foi despising the ordi- 
nnrj m tions and offices of life for In; mg assumed n. 
pirtiiulnr nud uumitable wav of living md for using u. 
certain method of high-flight and obsolete language, quite 
different from the ordin in «i\ of speaking hut tlicsoure 
coutcmiied as 1« mg as much klow the usu.il form, as 
incipible of jiublit em]iloMiient, is lending a lib and con- 
forming themselves to the mean nud vile mauners of the 
vulgar — 

1 Odi homines ignavA opera, pbilnsopha scntentin.'’’ 

Foi wlint concerns the philosophers, as I have said, it 
tliev were great in scienie, they were vet much greater in 
action And ns it is said of the geometnu.m of bvracuse, 1 
who having been disturbed from Iub contcuipluiion to put 
some of his skill in practice for the defeuce of his countrv, 
that he suddenly set on foot drcdful and prodigious 
engines, that wrought effects beyond nil lnunaii expec- 

1 ^ce preceding note 

= " I bate men who jnhher about philosophy , but do nothing — 
PACtn 1US, op G ill atm, xiu 8 1 Archimedes. 
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tatiou himself notwithstanding disdaining all tin 
handiwork and I tanking ui tins ie Lai placed the inert 
mwlmi an 1 violated tlie dignitr of Ins art of wlnel 
the e p- rfonnanct ot his he amounted but trivial expen 
meat awl jla\thm2= =o tier whenever thev hate been 
put upott the proof o F action, have Iic-n seen to fit to 
=o high a pitch aa male it ten well appear their oul 
were marvelloTish elevited and tnnobed hr the knowled a 
of thmc v Eit* «ome of them seeing tho wins of «rotem 
ment m the hauls of incapable men hare avoided all 
management of political affaire and he who demanded of 
Grate’ how loni'it was. nocesran to philo'ophi e received 
til!-, answer Till our armies are no more cnmnanJpd 1 t 
fools Heradihn resigned the rovoltv t> bn. brother 
-nd to the Ephe'>an« who reproached bun that he spent 
his time in planju with chil Iren before tl e temple Is 
it not better --a d hr to do «o than to =it at the helm 
of affairs in voiir i.nmjinnv * Others Lawn > their inn 
srmtion advanced above the world and fortune hive 
Iiokel upon. the tribunals of justice and even the thrones 
of king« as pal nr and contemptible insomuch tha 
Empedocles refused the roraitv thit the Agnt'cntmes 
offered to him 1 Thais’ onto mre "hin* in discourse 
against the pains and care men put themselves to to heroine 
rich -was am-rered bv one m the (umpanv that hr did like 
the fox vho found fault with what he ©mil not obtain. 
Whereupon he had a mind for tbi jest e «ak< to shor 
them to the » einrrarv and havin < fur th s « -a«iun made 
a irm-ter of ail his nts whillv t empltiv them in the scr 
vice of proft and gain, he set a trains ,<n foot which in one 
rear brought him m so great m lies that ibe most tvjw 
riencwl in that trade ould hardlv m their whole lives with 
all their mdu trv hare raUd so muth tog ther 4 That 
which An^otle report of «ora. who rolled U. h him and 
Arusae-on and other, or their profession wi’t, but not 
prudent in not applune thru- *tudv to more prufitalh. 
things — th-'Ugh I do not wdl dige-t this verbal distinction 
—that will not however «trve to excuse mr pedants for 


Diogrne. Lnert a u Si 
’lien Fi linlxie- vm. US 
1 D./»ir4arC Tiiale- 


I len it li'i 

2» Cl«r Dc Dmn. t 40 



OJ PEDAiTBT 


UtAl* XMv] 


to see the low and necessitous fortune wherewith the) are 
content, we hare rather reason to pronounce that thej me 
neither iso nor prudent 

But letting tlus first leason alone, I think it better to 
shy. that this ei il proceeds from then appl) mg themselves 
the wrong Witt to the stud) of the Sciences, and that iffei 
the manner we are instructed, it is no nondei if neilher 
the scholars nor the masters be(ome though more learned 
os er the wiser or more able in plain tiuth, the cores and 
expense om paients are at in om education, point at 
notlung, hut to tarnish om heads with knowledge , hut 
not a word of judgment and vntue Cm out, of one 
that passes hr, to the people O, wh.it a learned roan 1 ” 
and ot another, 0. whaf a good man ' ’’ ' they will not 
fail to turn their eies, and address then respect to the 
formei There should then ho a third cnei, "0, the 
blockheads klen arc apt presently to inquire does such 
a one understand G-’wk or Latin * Is lie a jvet J oi does 
he write m prose - But whetlici lie lie giown bettor oi 
moic discreet whnh are qmhries uf principal concern 
these are neiei thought ot We should mther examine, 
who is better learned, than nho is more leaned 

Wo onl) labour to stuff the munon , and leave the con- 
science mil the understanding unfurnished and void Like 
buds who fi) abroad to forage fm gram, and bring it home 
m the beak, Without tasting it themselves to fced their 
joung, so our pedants go picking knowledge here and 
there, Out of books, and hold it at the tongue’s end, onl) to 
spit it out and distribute it abroad And here I cannot 
hut smile to think lion I hare paid zni self m show mg the 
fopperi of tins kind of learning who mvself am so mani- 
fest an example , for do I not the same thing throughout 
almost this whole composition f I go here and there 
culling out of several hooks the sentences that best pknse 
me, not to keep them (foi I ham no memory to retain 
themm), but to transplant them into this , wh»re to s.u the 
truth, the\ are no more mine than in tlitur first places 
We are, Iconcene, knowing onli in preheat knowledge, and 
not at all in what is pis>t, no more than m th it which is to 
come But the worst on’t is their scholars and pupils are 
’ Translated from Seneca, hp , iS 
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m> belter nourished bv tins kind of uisj nation ‘11111 it 
mil (.'no deeper impression upon them hut jassesfrom hand 
to bin 1 only to real c a, show to be federal le romjani in 1 
to b 11 fr tt' stone® like a counterfeit com m counters of 
no otl *_r use or value but io reckon u itL or f o «ei up -t 
cat U Ajud alios lcxjm didiccnmt non »p*i 'ecum 
IN oil est loquLiKlum sed gubernanduin Nature to 
elwvw tint tl on. is nothing barbarous where «lio has the 
Sole conduct oftentimes m nations where art has the lea't 
to do causes productions of wit «udi as uiav rival the 
greats t effects of art wl ateerr In relation to what I am 
now speaking of the (ra.'cou proverb denied from a corn 
pipe is very qua at and <s il tie Bonin ptuu bouha mas 
a reinuda Ions elite quern 5 We can '■av Cicero «avs 
thus tbpse were tlie maimers of Plato tlie*e are the verv 
wor lb of Aristotle 1 ut what do we «av ourselves 9 What 
do we jud <* A parrot would ®av as ranch as that 
And this i uts me m nund of tint rich gentleman of 
Borne * who had been solicitous with verv great expense to 
procure men that were excellent m all cort* of scence 
whom be had al vavs attending bis person to the en 1 that 
when amongst his friends anv occasion fell out of speaking 
of on\ subject whatsoever tbev might snjplr Ins place and 
be ieadv to prompt him one with a sentence oE Seneca 
another with a verse of Homer and «o forth e\erv one 
according to his talent and lie fancied this knowlcdcs to 
be his own because it wni in the head's of tl use who liTed 
upon his bonntv as tbev also do whose learning consist* 
in having noble libraries I know one who v ben I que& 
tion him whit he knows he pre'tntlv cells tor a book to 
show me and dares not venture to tell nu «o much as that 
be bas piles ju bis posteriors till first he L is consulted Lus 
dictionary whit piles and \ oetenora in- 
"We take cither mens knowledge and opinions upon trust 


’ Tl ev lave learned to speak from otl ers 
sel e bitETO T tc Qua t 36 
* Speaking is not so nece san asgovermnr 


You nay bio till \ nor eye. start oat b 
(ar \ our finger it is all o\ er 
Cal sms Ssabinui Seneca, Ep 2< 


not from them 
— SE>ecc Ep 
if once jen offer 
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which is an idle and superficial learning We must make 
it our own Wo are m tins sen like him who, having need 
of fare, went to a neighbour's house to fetch it, and finding 
a sen good one there, sat down to warm himself without 
remembering to carrr inj with him home 1 What good 
dots it do us to Inn e the stomuh full of meat if it do not 
digest, if it oe not incoqwrated witn us, if it does not 
nourish ind support us ) Can we unaguw that Lnenllus, 
whom Utter' without any in anti* r of tApenmc, made so 
great a tajitntn learned to lie «o aftir this perfmuton 
niuimer 2 ’ lVt suffer ourselus to lean imd relv sostion^l^ 
upon the arm of anotliu that we destroy our own strenigh 
ami vigour Would I fortift mis.lt ugairst the fear of 
dm th it must he at the expense of Seiieta would I extract 
consolation foi mi self or m\ friend I bonoir it from 
Cicero I might halt foiuid it in mistlf, had I l ten 
trained to make use of ini own rcison I do not like this 
relatne and mendicant understanding, foi though we 
could become learned In utlu rim ns learning, a man can 
neier l>e wise but bv his own wisdom 


Mivw , om i* <>i \ <n -y bo^-c 1 

Whence Ennius, ‘ Nequidqtvun adjure sapicnteia, qui ipse 
sihi prodessc non qiuret " * 

“ *5i (.upnW, «i 

Vnmi' ct Lucimce quantum! i- mollior nuna 


“Non ennn parinda nobis solum sed fruenda s ijuentin 
est ” * 

Dionisius' laughed at the grammarians, who cudgelled 
then brains to inquire into the miseries of Glasses, and 


1 rintan.li, How a Man should Li'tcu 
" Cucro Acad , u 1 

1 “ I hate the wi*i man, who in hi' own concern 
JCUriMDES., np Cum, Ep ram , Mil 

« » “Tl.nf » Aa mill twins nnthiiur. V 


cannot profit hmwh li 
, otter than an Euganmi 


That wire man know-- nothing, who 
■u' ntsilom ” — Cicero, Dt Offic , m lt> 
s “ If Iip he ^ra-'puif , oi a lxrv-tei, or t 
latnb ’ — Jc\ t\ VL. Snf , viu 14 , , , . . . ,, 

* ‘ For w I'dom ii not only to be twqui red, but to he utiiueri — 
Cicero, Dt Fintb , i 1 . „ „ , 

' It was not Diumsius, lmt Diogenes the cynic. Dienes 
Laortra®, 1 1 27 
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were ifrnnnnt of iiictr nvrn at musicians who -were -o 
exact in tuning thur instruments anl nmer tuned their 
manners it orators who mide it a studs to declare wliat 
i justify hut m ser took care to do it If the mind 1« not 
Utter dispos'd it the judgment lx. no Utter nettled. I had 
in n h rather m\ scholar liad spent his time at tennis for 
at L wl lull Ixidv would l»v that mems l<e in Utter ererewe 
md brtith Do but observe him when he comes back from 
vjiool after fifteen or sixteen rears that 1 a has been then. 
th ft re is nothing so unfit for employ ment ail t ou shall find 
lie lias got is that his Latin and Greek h ivc onlv made 
him a greater coxcomb than when he went from home He 
should bring fuck his soul replete with good literature and 
lie brings it onlr swelled and puffei alp with ram and 
unjh shreds and patches of leammi; usd has rcallr 
nothing more in him than he lia 1 before 

These pedants of ours as Plato ®a\s of the Sophists 
tlw r cousins german ut of all men they who most prt 
tend to lie useful to mankind and who alone of all men 
not onlr do not better and improve that w Inch is committed 
to them as a carpenter nr a mason would do lint make 
them much vor-e and make js pay them for making them 
worse to boot Tf the rule which Pr >ta 0 oras pro] osel to 
his pup Is were followed — either that thc\ should give lnm 
his own demand or make affidavit upon oath in the temple 
how much the" valued the profit thr\ ha l re eivcd tinder 
his tuition and satish him accordingly mr pedagogues 
wotill find themselves sorely gras die 1 if the were to be 
judged hr the affidavits of mr evpcntno* Our common 
Perigordnn jato s verr pleasantly calls these pretenders to 
learning Ultrr ferite as a man should sir letter marl ed — 
men on whom Utters have been stamped bv the How of a 
mallet And m truth for the most part they aj pear to 
lie deprived even of common sense for von see the bus 
bandman and the cobbler go simplv and fairb about their*, 
business speakinir onlr of what they know and understand, 

' hereas thes« fellows to make parade and to get opinion 
mustering this ridiculous knowledge of them*' that floats 
on the superficies of the brain sue perpetually perplevm" 

Plato lrotagoias 
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and entangling themselves m their own ni*n«m«c Tint 
pjicik fine words sometime-, *tis true, but kt symeWk tint 
u *i»r ™Jr them Thet Me womleifnllt well nqwuntKl 
"itu Galen but not at ill with tin disease of (he patient 
th« line nkoaih deifened urn with n lone nbl.k lew of 
jitia, but understand nothing of the wise m baud tbci 
hare the theon of all things lit who w. ill nut it m 
practice 

I hnn sat In, when a, friend of mine in mi own hoii'-c, 
for s port-sale 1 ms with oik* of tln.se fellows inunkrftited a 
jargon of Galimatins. pntilu d np of jihtases without head 
or foil suing tint heiuteilnrdiu lien and then some terms 
that had relation to tln-ir dispute uud hi Id the io\<oiuh in 
|'la> a whole afternoon togetli-r, who .ill the while thought 
he had answered pertmeuth mid leunedh to all ]n« objec- 
tions, ami iet tins r .is a man of litters, ,iud npiitntion, 
mid a fine gentleman of the long rolx> 

“ Vo«, O patnenis unpm*, ijnos nitre par i>t 

Occipiti ecco, po-tui occnmti smma ’ • 

Whosoever shall narrow lr iiri into and thoiouphli sift this 
jort of people, wherewith tiie world is =o pcstcrt d will a> 1 
Imie done, find, that for the most put, thir nuthei nuder- 
ntand ofliers, nor themselves , and ihnt tin ir memories ire 
full enough, but the judgment totallr u»ul and unptv , 
some excepted, whose own nature 1ms of its. If formed them 
into better- fashion As I hau ol 15 en ed, for 1 sample in 
Adrian Turnebus, who hnvmg never made othei profession 
than tb.it of mere learning only, and m that 111 nn opinion, 
he was the greatest man that Ims l*ou these thousand seirs, 
had nothing at all m him of the pedant hut the weiring of 
his gown, and a little evtcnor fashion, that could not be 
civilised to courtier wai s, which in themselves are nothing 
I li.iti our jieople who can worse endure an ill confined 
robi than an ill-coutnvcd ramd and fake then measure hi 
the leg ,1 man makes, hi lus behaviour, and so much as 
tilt 1 erv fashion of Ins hoots, wli it kind of man he is For 

1 “ U jon, of jntnemn IiIikhI whose fortune it 1= to In e without 
ejes in the Wh of tour lmd, beutue «f gnmnee-, nt \on from 
beluml 1 —Plbsujs, iaf , u Cl 



of n ik i in 


I l ><*h I 


1 (J 

"'itlim «li r »• 11 n i a mnr 1 » til upon * irili I 

hi' <fi it juq li [ttt linn till* n onpiniMili quit ml 
ot Ins | r t i i U All fill I f iui'1 il ini i> d'lr in 
i»Mi 1 1 « j»i{ I in i{i{ t» ii tTM n t - 1 *i Ini t mi nf tint 
Hit in « n! I ii ii 1 bought h In l in icrprv tie* i nuv otbir 
limn. 1 iit arm*. nn 1 Ins n all Im lif* uiijlnM 1 m ilTunff 
Nit Ih <. m er il awl ng<rHi‘ tutor. - 

■ Qt ii nn l" m i a 
1 1 1 lif Int > limit |n r ilm J it in 

flint i iul« p tin rn-t Jui upright in desjiif* wf i pedant 
filti ttnn Hut it ih it t « ii null tint our ulut it ion dw 
it »t hj Mill in it tntiKf tnon. >ier all* r ns for thi 1>< tt* r 
S mi* < t our Pirlinui nts win n tin i nte to mlmit i flutr- 
i tniinit < nil tli» ir 1 irmng to ninth *i in« ot the other* 
tU in 11 tli tml of under*! in lmii Ii n-krn^tli irjudc 
limit of i in i i*h. m I in, ut then th lifter mcthuiki 
jir<Ki <1 with tin. 1 ett* r untlio* foi although *x>tli urt 
n i nut ml that it is nn nqumtt thei should l>c 
«lt f tit in mitliir, let til truth knowledge u» not so 
iibs >lut< 1> tire* nrr is judgment , (ho list mu mil o (Juft 
without the other but tin otln r nevir tut limit this Fnt 
ui tin Greek ier*e veil— 

ill 0 (il II/I I I/IT I i/I /i / 1 Ol r -(in I 

Vtcuhl to God th it fm the- good <>f our jwheuture llieic 
hi it, ties were is well furmshed with undorst ludmg and 
cousuuuo ns thei are with knowledge Non iitu ^cd 
siliohi discmius ’ tVo ire not to tie learning to tie soul 
but to ivor! and iiuoi porate them together not to tincture 
it Oiili but to giie it a thorough and [*.rf(,ct die ninth if 
il mil not take colour and meliorate its nnj e-rfeot state 
it Mere without question better to let it nloue Tis a 
dangerous weapon that will hinder and wound its master 


elae — Vu\V 

. 1 O Mil It 

“L f Stobiv t s 
. fl. ioi 
U' 1 Hit leiioo] 


empn iitau {J ratne’thcn*} bax framed, of better 


i U Ml H 
uicMsrie I<irmn„ i 
tit in p 3" (16(N) 
at tu l\ foi tl e »en : 
—WAICl £j 10b 


if the imdcnt.isi'iuig be ai aj 
lee of our futi re life but only 



cirAP iw ] 


ot rnwtm 


13Q 


if put into an awkward and unskilful hand “ Ut fucril 
melius nott didicissc ” 1 

And tins, jxindaeuturo is the reason win neither "t no" 
flit ologi require much learning in wonuu , and that Fniiuv, 
Duke of Brittany, son of John V, one tilling with him 
about his marriage with I«al>elln the daughter i*f Scotland, 
and adding that she was homoh bred, and without am 
maimer of learning, modi* answer, that he liked her the 
better, and that a woman was wile enough if she could dis- 
tinguish her husband's shirt from Ins doublet So that it 
is no so gicat wonder, as the) make of it, that our anu stw a 
had letters m no greater esten m, and that e'tu to tins da', 
they an. but mrel\ met with m the punupal councils of 
jirmccs, and if the eud ind de%*n ot ui-quinng nehca 
which is the only thing "t pioi*ost to oarsthes, by the 
means of law, phi sic prdantn, am! e'en dmmti itself, 
did not uphold and keep them m credit soil would, without 
doubt, see them in as pitiful a condition n e'er And 
"lint loss would this be if tin' neither instruct ns to think 
well nor to dn " Poatquiuu docti j>rodier\mt, bom 

desunt ” 1 All other knowledge is hurttul to him "lio has 
not the science of goodness 

But the reison I glanced upon hut now, nun it uot also 
hence proceed, that, our studies in France luvmg almost 
no other aim but profit, eveept as to tho* who, bj natnre 
bom to offices and unplot meats nvther of glory than gain, 
addict themselves to letters, if at all ouh for so short a 
tunc (being token from their studies More they can come 
to La vo an\ taste of them, to a piofessioa that has nothing 
to do with hooks), there ordmanlv lem.un no others to 
appl\ tlnmcelres "holly to learning, but pci>]de ot mean 
condition, who in thnt onl' seek tlio means to hie , and 


1 “So thnt it were better nee er to lime learned at nil '—ClCEKO, 
Tus. Qua \ , ii 4. 

J 11 Nos pcre« sat ce point dtoient kicn fren= senw', 

Qm clisoiwit qu’nne femme cn ' ut tnujemrs a --cz, 

Qnanil la cnpn'ate do son ccpnfc se liau-i-c n 

A connoStrc tin nournoint d’aicc uii l»a«t de tliaus'C H 

MomtPF, femmes laimncs act n sc / 

a fccncco, Ep , 9o “Since the want hate mode thw appciw- 
ftnee among us, the good people hm o become eclipsed Rousst AU, 
Dtstvm s «ir les Ltilrrs 
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Mi'li p-ojl • ho 1 (-ouls in, both Irt nil tin mid H 
tluwrt,* i It. it mn mil > s.vmpb, ,.f IL' ln«<*4 allot tin 
fruits uf I «<> 1 -Ig m lima if nr.lt ^atlwrt'l iml ill 
dig -i* I ml «I Jmr J to th. ir r- mpi-itl-t rjrut^ am th>.r 
tiling f *r it is n»t for know!. ].p» to • might' it i w>al 
Hut i«<lirl • f it- If n>r to miU* a hlinl mm •> lf< r 
busm -s in not m find i «.x» <i knt to gtiil, mum 

iml dir< t Hi m prind, 1 lx hue t-onarl fo*t ami hi night 
I to go u[“'ii ICm \ led/ !■» an i v'lli n< drug l»ut no 
<lnitf ba*. iirtti. • nout.1i to j#p n n*> it*' If From owift >n 
md fli ,u if tin v«»* 1 1» Huit«d uid inipun wln>nmiti<; 
j»iit ti I'tji Sink a on nm Inn i ntxht <!• ir ‘ noniih 
i ho 1 oiks mijnint (uni > urn f]«n nt h 1-01 s v li-it 1 * good lint 
<hn.'f nof Mini it iiul <.i*h knoi' Wg> , Imt tnnki-, tv* u*i 
f f it PI this | riunpil institution in his R< public H to fit 
bis uti7Mi* ttith , mpl nniimtx Miitibh 1 to tin ir natur* 
Mf nro <in <2o all and do* s ill Cnjij.lf art v n unfit for 
nmMif tlv ludi.aiid Iim»* so«l« foi tVMi's f f fliL 
mind Dgnnnb and vulgar souls trt linnortln rf 
]»lulo'f>j hr If tw «*e 1 sbo imker mtli bis shots out it 
the toes, v <• «-ai 'ijs no wonder, for, roinmonh none go 
nor-, final thin the* Jn I 1 I 1 minmr exp. run c often 
presents u« a pilin' •an vror- nkv«vLcl a dmiw les* 
nfornu I, and ((oastantli ) a scholar ot less sufhutnci 
than otb< r peoj h 

Old Ansto of Chios had reison to sn th it phdu*ophi.rs 
did their auditors harm, fonsmuch as most of the f-ouls of 
tho-fl that hear <3 them were nut (apabh of miking t«ncfit 
of mstnutions which if not apjJv d to ucskI would certainty 
b» applied to ill “ avurovr 01 An«tippi, arerbns e>- Zenonis 
t< hok cure 

In tin cxvdlcnt institution that Xenophon attnbuks to 
the Persi to- v 1 find that thev taught tiieir children virtue 
as other nations do letters Plato tells us that the eldest 
son hi their ror il sur cession was thus brought up , so soon 
a* be was born he was delivered, not to women but to 
wmu'hs of tho greatest authontv about their kings for their 
■virtue whose charge it was to Jeep his boJi healthful and 

' ‘ Thev prove 1«I effeminate debauHie'n iram the school of 
Anstip-jiu« Atul chtiiU and cjbics frutn Uiat of 7 «t» — Csct ro 
JJ' A alum Detr m 11 
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m yowl plight, and after he came to seien it irs of n<ge, t<> 
tnth bun to rtdt and to go a-hunling \\ litii he nnm J 
at fourteen lie was transferred mto tin* hands of four, tin 
wisest, the inn«t just, the most teutpmU, and must valiant 
of tlio nation, of whom the hrst was t«> instruct him in 
religion, the second to be nlnnis upright anil ‘■miort the 
third to conquer his apjietitc* and disin> and tin fotntli to 
despise all danger 

" 1 'is » thing 11011111 of very great rnnsidi ralirai that m 
that rn.ci.Heut and, in truth for its |M.rf « turn prodigious 
form of ci til regimen set dean In fiimigu- though so 
solicitous of the education of , hiUlrin as .1 thing of tin 
greatest concern, and euu in the ieri so it ol tin Jlnsis 
he should malxo so little mmtion of Kimuut, ns if th.il 
generous south, disdaining all other suhjuttun hut tint of 
urtne, ought to lv supplied msteid of tutors to real to 
them arts aud seipnies, with such mio-uis ns should oulv 
mslnict them in valour, prudence nnd justice, an (.sample 
that Plato lias followed in his laws Tie unninr of their 
discipline was to propound to them quotums in judgmmt 
«I»on men and their u turns, and if the' lomiinudvd m 
condemned thin or that ] arson or fact, tlm "ere to g* T « a 
reason for so doing , hi \\ Inch liienm tliti at on«e sharpened 
•lioir uiult rstaudmg, and learned u hat 11 us right Asi i ages, 
in noplion , 1 asks Cvms to piu an uiumnt <>f hu> last 
lesson , 3 and thus it was, * Agn it 1 "" in our win ml hamig 
n little short cas'Oelv, l»v font took a lnnttir tieuu nimtlnr 
tlmt waanot 10 tall as he and pa e him lu« own in < vclinuge 
wliueupon I, being appoint* <1 judge of fhc lonti-oifi’si 
gate judgment, tint I thought it last each should see]' the 
coat he hid, for that Uiei both of tlum "eie lwltn at fed 
with that of ene anothei than nath thi it own «]'«« " hlU ’ 


C'jftiai's icrsmn of this MUi M>«mtnco- ilifjerentlv, iiiil 
1 ik 1 ml Ci a pT-s-igi* mind, is not in nnj of the e litmus ol me 

^ Mi nllanT m* .\7noflvon, ash.eit Cin.s km he /“W J* ** 
{•arii insure ami (lit other urtius ni*ons4 die “ ‘a " 
If ft all his nil'll rs !>el u mi him in f’orsi >’ lit m*' 1, "" ufa’.ion 
hf ln<l learned tlm* tluogs long Mint tlrnt »- ■*•*» ' « 

J"wfa huu a judge of the ifilfi.rein.e-. amongst hi- wlioolielloiis an 
had one <hj i lapped limi for gu in, a u wng Muitrnre " 
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rm ira'-kr t< M "j I hvl done ill, in th i* I }i il on!, con 
'Sii'r 1 tli fitn i -M>t thi jnnn* i**» uhm?*?! wchttohne 
conoid nd tb ju*-tv* of tli 1 tiling rbjch r.qum 3 tLit no 
<>n -b ml 1 l< »■ mi*tunc f«n 'I h ttl < i from him flint is 
lu <if*n \nd Cmis nld. tl>u bo was whipp'd for Ins 
jam- u r« ire mi «mr nil j f>r forfeiting the firtaon~t 
of - 1 -r-e 

U T»*dmt must mke m< a ''>n It. mod option, in $' nne 
d> i inrtrtritirr, 1 r* nn p* rMiad me th't his school is 

lik 1 unto tbit Tim kn v how to go tl e revb-st war to 
■norV in 1 that '•uhvi wh*n mo-t rightly applied 
in 1 1 tunbr-loxl can do no mon but tow h us prudence 
m«ril honi and resolution the thought fit at first 
hind t*i initn*e *beir children with the Ksowledgi of 
off and t i instruct th< hi not hr h-irmr "nd rob* hut 
hi the txj- nm it cf action in ltveli funning and moulding 
them not null hr word-, and precept but elncflr In 
works and • sunnl* 5 to the t nd it might not lx 1 1 knowledge 
in thi mm3 onli hut it-, corofhxiou md hihit not an 
acquistti .n hut i nituial One aslant to this 

purpos Ag*.«llra-* what h thought must proper fur bovi 
to !• am Whit tli j ought to <lo whoa tier come to be 
men “ Fiid he It is no wonder, if such an institution 
produced t*o olnmaWc effect-. 

Tb* v u*c*I to 40 it is said to the other ■ sties of Greece, 
to inquire out rli tonoaus paint - p and mu turns , hut to 
La* dtinon for lc 41 da tors magistral**- and generals of 
amne- , it A. then" tlier learned to =p~ih w e [] here to do 
veil there to ill -ngagt them«elr«-i from a "Opbistieal 
□rgum-nt end to unravd the imposture of captious 
itllo*i«me here to evade the baits and allurements of 
pleasure and nth a noble • ■ iuru?e and resolution to conquer 
the menacr-. of fortune and death, thr>«*.> cudgelled their 
trains about words, these made it their business to inquire 
into thins*, there was an denial babble of the tongue, 
here a continual exercise of the soul And therefore it is 
nothin': strange if, when Antipater demanded of them fifty 
children for ho tones th*M- made answer quite contrary to 
whit v 1 should do, that they would rathei give him twice 

’ PJntvch Vpo hegm-»oitheLaee<h mnniam Rott -emadopN. 
th® eipre- ion m hi. ‘Di-coors "nr lei 3>ttrea." 
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as many full-grown men, so much did the) value the loss 
of tlieir country's education Wien Agesilaus courted 
Xenoplion to send his children to Sparta to he hied, “it is 
not,” said he, “there to learn logic or lhetonc, but to he 
instructed m the noblest of all sciences namely, the science 
to obe), and to command ” 1 

It is "very pleasant to see Socrates, after his manner, 
rallying Hippia*,* who recounts to him what a world oi 
money he lias got, especially in certain little milages of 
Sicily, bj teaching school, and that he made never a penny 
at Sparta “What a sottish and stupid people," sajs 
Socrates, “mo they, without sense or understanding, that 
make no account eithei of grammar 01 poetry, and only 
bus) themselves in stud) mg the genealogies and successions 
of their kings, the foundations, rises and declensions of 
states, and such tales of a tub'” After which, having 
made Hippias from one step to anothei acknowledge the 
excellency of then form of public administration, and the 
felioit) and virtue of thui prnate life, he leaves him to 
guess at the conclusion he makes of the inutilities of Ins 
pedantic arts 

Examples have demonstrated to us, tint in military 
affairs and all others of the like active natme the study of 
sciences more softens and untempers the courages of men, 
than it m nn\ wnv fortifies and excites them The most, 
potent empire, that at this dav appears to be m the whole 
world is that of the Turks a people equally mured to the 
estimation of arms and the contempt of letters I find 
Rome was moie valiant before she grew so learned The 
most warlike nations at this tunc m being are the most 
rude and ignorant the Scythians, the Parthians, Tameilane 
serve for sufficient proof of this When the Goths oveiran 
Greece, the Onl) thing that preserved nJ] tlie libraries from 
the fire was, that some one possessed them with an opinion 
that they weie to leave this kind of furniture entile to the 
enemy as being most proper to divert them from the 
exercise of arms, and to fi\ them to a lazy and sedentary 
life Wien oui King Charles YHI , almost without 
sinking a blow, saw himself possessf d of the kingdom of 
1 Plutarch, Life of Agesihu*, r 7 
* Plato, Hippine Major 
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Mjl c mil nM<l»nbl jnrt rf Tinnm t*i< mbl salmut 
him artnl it 1 rlii*- uihipMt h 1 fmlifv of <■> it uiest to tiii- 
ilnt Hi jnn wl mbl if It Jt m r< stmli*! to 
nil r lb mis It* in? ii nian 3 I amed thus u^o r >u , *<in3 

1 lrlikt 


CHVPTER \\\ 

OP TUP PDOCATtO' <1} CIULDBE’ 

To Dn\t m Toix Covn esc or Grpioa 

I si \ pr vet a"r tint father but let Ins con 1 m. neur so 
<b r jut or deformed w nil not notiMthstandintr own 
lmn not Hu* rth* less it lie Were not tot tlh liesotted and 
bint lnl with hi paternal iffeUinn that lie did not well 
Utcrti„li discern Ins dt.fn.ts lmt that mill all defaults lie 
rn utill Ins Just so I *ee Ktter than anv other that all 
I \ nto here iut but the idle reveries of a nun that has 
only nibbled upon the outward crust of scitures ut Ins 
nonage mil o’dr letuuied a jrenenl and formless unaae of 
them who has qot n little soateh of even-thin" and 
nothing ot tin. whole < la Frwoiet For I know in 
^eneinl that then, m such a thin., <is j h\ mi is junspm 
denee four p vrts in mat hornet i s and rou dilv wliat ill 
these ami and point at and peradveuture I ret know 
farther a liat stietiios in general pretend unto in order 
to th service of oui life but to dive farther than that 
and to have cudgelled in\ brains in the studv of Aristotle 
the monarch of all modem learning or partienlarlv ad 
cLn ted mvctJf to anv one scientu I have never done it 
neither is there anv one art of which I am able to draw the 
first lineaments and dead colour insomuch that then, is 
not a hov of the lowest form in a school that ntav not prt 

1 II e tikladeraitre en lence s Ron *ea tin hi Di=eonr=e 

Si le rftabli eniert <lcs ciencte et <(c arts a ccntn' ue a ep irer 
i i<rur% cju il » i pins 1 erresr^ Jans ] Vcadcnne ties Science* quo 
•> tout nn people de Hum ns 
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loud to be wjbor tlnn I, who am not able to examine him. 
m In*? first lesion, which, if I am at any time forced upon 
I mn necessitated m nn u\vn difime, to uxk him unaptly 
enough, some unnorsai questions, such us niav sene to 
tr\ Ins Batumi understanding , a lesson ns strange and 
unknown to Ium, ns Iui is to me 
I nexei xeniiush settled misilf to tlio Hiding 0.113 
honk of solid learning hut Plutarch and Seneca , m<l th»io 
Me tlie Dnnaidos I etornnlli fill, and it ox lonstanth nuix 
out, somethin" of wluih drops uj>on tins papei hut little 
or nothing stars with me Hisfori is nn paitiiulai game 
as to matter of loading, or pUc poettv, foi wlinh I lnv 
partiuilai kindness nml •■steun ioi, ax Cleantln-s said, ax 
the. iokp, foreid through the imnow passage ot 1 tramptl, 
comes out rnoic toiuhle and shrill so, methmkb, a bentuu *> 
pressed within the litnnonv oi icr-e darts out more 
bristly upon the unclei standing and *tnkm> nn tar ,i«J 
appiehension with a smaitei and more pit ismg effect Ax 
to the natural paits I liaxe, of whuh tlus is the Psrax, I 
find them to how under the burden nn fancy and judg. 
meat do but grape in the Jail,-, tupping and stumbling m 
the way, and when I haic gone ns iu ns I can I am in no 
degioe satixhi d , I discover still a now and gmtei extent 
ot land hofoio nit with atjouhled and imperfect sight and 
Imppcd up m clouds that 1 ini not able to penetrate 
And taking upon me to wnte indifferently of whatexu 
coines into my head, ind therein making ufp of nothing 
but m\ own propel and natural means, if it hefol me 
ax ofttimex it docs, accidentally to meet 111 mix good authrq 
the "ame heads and rominon places upon which I lure at- 
tempted to wnte fat, I did but just now 111 Plut-u ill's 
“Dixcouisi of the Foioe of Imagination to see nix e* If 
so wt d\ and so folium, so heavy and to fl it, ui comparison 
of those bctfoi waiters, I n t oace pi*} 01 dospi'-e 111) self 
Tot do I please jm self with this, that im opinions haxo 
often tlie honom and good fortune to jump with t hui s, and 
that I go in the cinie path, though at a 1 ery gi cat distance, 
and can. say, "Ah that n> so” I nm farther satisfied to 
find, that I have a quality which eierx one is not blessed 
withal, which is, to discern the vast difference betwixt them 
and 1119, and notwithstanding all that, buffet my own 
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TOOK 


IM nti #« I t, tsl f-.il n' lh v <in> 1*/ run «>ti m tl "ir 

e it r wit! it m n bn., or jTaAtonnp nj th <l<F*cts thit 

tin inj n n his I*»j i ojy*i to jm mm i n Anl in 

j!ii truth armnlilne 1 of *t n vwl rtri»ntr lack to ko'j 
j> i vj»h th j«ojl Tho in li rt‘ t s"rt! 11 i~ of ur 
tun who tin <nsr t th ir l»I*orn ur nothin tn c wl <d> 

t n* ml • « <f in nt author-. with idc, c iwi 
1\ that moms to illistriV tlioir rnj wniint,-. lo <jm o 

0 litriTr f <ir tins mfimt «li< nnilitud rf ornament 
r< 1 1 r tli i »pl ti d of th ir on li »mjv tjii ns so 
tallow ini If rmod tint th"- lo mu h mop than 
th * „ 

Hi 1 1 il opl * rs (.1 rvsippus an 1 E{ icnni« were in tl i« 
f two jmto < ntrara ltnmnnrv tlio first not onlr in ln« 
hnk in it *d pi «i_»s ml caring*. of r tl or author* 1 nt 
ontir | it a« an! mom tin wltnlr' Afc-d. i of Xhinpid ^ 
which uu Apollodons ooca«i n to «ii that should i man 

1 irk i tt of hi« wntinqs ill tint wa« none of In* he would 
lo i\ him n tlirn 1 nt 1 link pajvr wl creas the litter 
finite ontnirr in fhtvc hundred rolmues thit lie k-ft 
bhin limn lias no' * much is inv one potation 

I 1 1] pen d the other dav up>n this pi e. f fortune I 
tri r l bn i French lxtok where after I In 1 a 1 »c time 
nut dmmnur otlt a gn-at manv words so dull s,j ui*ipid 
«i) wild of alf wit or common sense that nidi «d her wtW 
onh Fn n Ji words after a Ion" and to li *i> tnrcl I came 
it list to meet with i pm. that wa* 1 ftr n h ml ele 
riled to the ren clouds <jf whi h hid i found either tie 
dwlmtr easy or the ascent "radtul thin. 1ml l>etn some 
eienst. hut it was so jurpen belli ir a f umpire. and «o 
wlinlh cut off from the rt t of the w >rk tint In ! e sis 
firs* words I niund mrself flvin" into the other world iml 
thence disciirered the role wlienii I came mi deep and low 
tlml X hive never had smu. the heirt to de end into it anr 
more If I should *et out one of hit dn our-cs wi h such 
rich spoils as Jic«- n a otdd hut too evidcntlr manifest the 
imperfection of m\ own writing- To reprehend the fault 
m othero tlr 1 1 am srnJtr of mi *elf ipficar- to me no more 
tinr-’a-sonable than to condemn is *1 often do ho*e of 

TX ogrnc. I iPriin Chn ippm vu. lol Epicure. £36 
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others iu mvself they are to lie evcii where reproved, and 
ought to hire no sanitunn allowed them I know veiv 
well hovr audaciously I my self, at even turn attempt to 
equal my sell to bit thefts and to mike an sty le go hand 
in hand with them, not without .1 temerarious hope of de- 
ceiving the e\ es of rov readerfiom discerning the difference, 
hut withal, it is ns much hi the benefit of in) application, 
that I hope to do it as by that of my invention <>i anj foice 
of mv own. Besides, X do not offei to contend with the 
whole body of these champions, nor hand to hand with 
ani one of them *tis onlv liy Audits and little bght at- 
tempts that I engage them , I do rot grapple with them, 
liut*tn tliur strength oiiIt, and nevei engage so far as I 
make a show to do If I could hold thorn m plav I were 
a brave fellow for I never attack them but wlieie then 
aie most sinewy and strong To tovei a man's self (as 1 
Lai e seen some do) with annthei man’s arnioui so as not 
to discoid so much as his fing. rs' ends, to am on A 
design (os it is not hard foi 1 m.iu that has anvtlmig of a 
schomi m linn in on oidm.irs subject to do) under old in- 
ventions, pitched up here and there with Ins ow n trumpery 
and then toendeaioui to conccalthc theft, and tomato it pass 
for his own is fii st injustice and nic.umuss of spirit in those 
who do it, who having nothing in thun of their own fit to 
procure them i reputation, ende.nom to do it l>y attempting 
to unpose things upon the world m their own name winch 
they have no manner of title t«> , and next a udicnlous 
folly to content theuisebes with tirquirmg the ignorant 
approbation of the vulgar bi siuli a pitiful cheat at the 
price at the same time of degrading themselves in the eves 
of Di'ii of un dersh in ding who turn up their noses at all 
this bon owed incrustation, yet whose praise aloue is worth 
the having For m) own pirt tlieie is nothing I would 
uot sooner do than that, neither liaye I said sn much of 
others, but to get a better opportunity to explain mi s«Jf 
Kbr m this do I glance at the composers of centos, who 
declare themselves tor such, of which sort of writers I 
lme in my time known manv veir ingenious, and particu- 
larlc one under the name of Capilnpus besides the ancients 
These are really men of wit, and that make it appear thee 
are so, both bj that and other wns of writing, as for 



HR of ml micvnos r»i oiirpfd'* (isoti* i 

t!i imj If Lt ) miis in that leant <1 nml lahm ms contexture 
of hhPiliti - 

But 1« it h w it nil] nnd Imw m< .asidci-able Kvnr 
tli >. ' iu f mux ini\ lx I will m I a«i<r i«t*a(M to 
<i*n < il tli in now *ro tli m ini oil bilil gmrkd pile lx fore 
th ni nln n th< jimUr h »s pr* M.nted >«m not with l j<t 
ft t fn • liut with tom* I or tlx h. in tm own jnrtiinhr 
< [ in ions itid fmui* and 1 delmr tli. in is ouli what I 
ini'- If lx In it mil not fnrvhatts to lit khcvcd bi ethers 
I bni lx. oilier nxl in tins Tinting lititonh t<idi a <<nir 
mvt-'lf tiht list xli ill p>mdwntun be another tlim.; tv 
in oi row if 1 1 ban" to axel am new instruction to changcf 
me I lust tm nithonh t<> Ik lybeud nutlierdo I < Its ire 
it buiif. t<< conations of in\ own inorudition to 1*0 ilk to 
Hietrusi otlxrc 

V fr« n 1 of mine then hat nip’ read tin preceding i linpter, 
t lie other <1«> tnhl me tint I «hould a litll* f irt her hn u?i\ 
tended me diswnirst on the education of <hildn.ii Nan 
madam if I hid im Riifluii.niT in tins subject J toiild not 
I tssiiih lxtti.r emjtlor it than to pnM.nt tm b st nntnn 
tit in to the little gentleman tint fhrtatuu; you short h with 
a luppt birth (for ton are too gujcmus to kgin otherwise 
than with a mile) for having had so grot i hand ni the 
tn*at> of jour mini ige I lme a tcrUm ] artiuihr nj,ht 
mil interest in the greatness and pn-pcnti of tin, iS'iie 
that shall spring from it 1 e Miles that \ ur haring had 
the best of iu\ sen ices «o long m jKix'e=si n sufiiuenth 
obliges me to desire tin honour un<l adiantagi of all 
wherein jnu "hill lie conci rued But in truth all I under 
stand as to that jartmihr is <>nl\ this that the greati st 
and most important difliculti of human science is the idu 
cation of children Frr as iu agriculture the hushuidr) 
that is to pret ede planting as also planting itselt is certain 
I lam and well known hut after that whnli is planted 
tomes to life there is a great deal more to be done nine 

1 Wild lio* lit I ini to do let nir fneml flatter me if tlicv 
jl< a c 1 lme in tlie meant me no Mich oj mion of in* on n talent, 
as t* 1 r l n«e m\«clf an\ ten f.ood sneec fn m m* endaato ir 

Tins passage w on] 1 an ear to I c an interim! itirm l*\ Cotton 
At all dents I do not find it in the o run mil editions 1 efore me or 
in Cf Ttc.— M G H 
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ai t to be used, moie care to be taken, and much more difg. 
cultj- to cultivate and bring it to perfection so it is with 
men , it is no bard mvttei to get children but afti r thev 
arc* bom then, bosons tbe trouble, solicitude and caie 
rightly to train, principle, and bring them up The symp- 
toms of then incbnaTioius in. tnat tcndei age in so obscure, 
and the promises so miuertim and fallacious that it is reiy 
liaid to establish anr solid judgment 01 conjecture upon 
them Look at Gimon, for ex iniple and Tbenustocles and 
a thousand others, w bo aery mui li deceived tbe expectation 
men bad of them Cubs ot be os and puppies readily dis- 
coiei then natural inclination, but men, so soon »s < rpi 
thei are grown up, npphmg themselves to certain habits 
engaging themselves m certain opinions and conforming 
tlienuelaob to pirticulir laws and customs, eisih alter, 01 
at hast disguise then true and leal disposition , and art it 
is hard to fui ce the propension of natui e WLcw e it cmnes 
to pass, that for not having chosen the 1 ight course, ye 
often take Ten gre it poms and consume a good part ot 
orn time m training up chilchen to things for whn li by 
then natural constitution, thei ire totally unfit In this 
Affieuity, nevertuefess, I am clearly of opinion ihit n»ca 
ought to be elemented in tbe best and most advantageous 
studies, without taking too much notice of, or being too 
sujierstifious in those light prognostics fhri give of ttiem- 
selies in thur tender xean», and to whnh Plato, m his 
Republic, gnes, luctbmks, too much authority 
Madam science is a ven gicat oniument, and a tiling of 
marvellous use, especially in jtersons raided to that dejjice 
of fortune m which you are And, m truth in persons ot 
mean and low condition it cannot perform its trrn aiid 
genuine oftiee liemg nntumlla inotx prompt to assist Hi thp 
conduct of wir, in the government of peoples, m negotiating 
the leagues and friendships of princes and foreign nation 
than m forming a sillogisra m logic, in pie id mg a piocem, 
in law, or in preseubing a dose ot pills m phi sic Where, 
fore, madam, believing you will not omit tins so netessar i 
feature in the education of your children who yourself lunv 
tasted its sweetness, and are of a learned extraction (for arc 
yet bate the writings «f the uicient Counts of Fins, from 
whom nia lord, aour huebind, and voanelt, are both of a on 
i * 6 



] 0 OF TW TDLr\rjO rif rjni&PFN POOF I 

1 •: I -i mHI n iMir rl f m 1 11 > \t ir tin I in-r d.ir 
' III w rl l v lUl ft! N whi 1) will j‘ il tl f Vrw 
1 ! >' *hi- {iLiliti in. \rnt S' »ml fi r « n in* *11 <t dm" 

a - I -ill i4|*n tli* <»*'i ma j rtsum t> -quaint tour 
hh.iuj -nil ji parM Hhr^n i 0 f nn twin con’ nr* to 
tli wn *j tn thnd -iii'h i‘ all I *un ab! loontnbu 
ft> t ir * n r in *lu« affair 
Tli i bin. of tl Iu'p 1- urn qhnH prondi ior -n ir e a, 
«t«n tl ■ U l f whom di p» ad-. lb.' rh .,] ° o f Iit» 

ill i -it l n li • oil cll»r _n-i ml «i*i*id rah! par* 
inl«iut «• rntun-1 m «o inipjrtam t ni t !»*id « tha rf 
whi h I mi ilyju to ‘p-i l, th -s hot iv r I «hi)I a*' 
n» n i o a< 1* mu anal 1* will larthui.* of moincn* to th 
«.< mm in nn ‘ ml m tin rh rm I tih< upon m«. to 
idn h nm fo’Iw it *=i fir onli a* it «}?.■» 12 appear 
Ui'iH 


For i Iw.* oi atnlin th.'n who prt en 1« to I. ttcrs n«t 
upon tl e a«mu»* of pr-fit (far ‘ / unsui an obj- t a* that is 
unworiir of tin. pra«» -in 1 in i .ur «.f t ! * Mh*u- on 2 roon. 
our in j a roan diieii* bn. wiw to and d^Knds ujnn 

0 her«) nor so nmJi foroutwinl ornament as for hi® om 

1 rop r and T-cnliar u •- and to furnish and umih hnn®clf 
tutlun having nth*r a tk-stre to wme out an ar onijhshed 
caralior than -in re ®cbolaT or learned man tor «iuh a one 
Inr I would al®i> have hi thendc «<>liut >u® t find lxim 
out a tutor who hio rather a -a .'II mn ie th-n a well fill'd 
-n"il •'tw knur indeed both the «m ani tlw ot!i r r hu 
ni her oi die two t o j refer manners an 1 judrm nt to mere 

and that this man «h uli ei-r lu charge alter 
■» n* w method 

Tis th> cu«-orn of pedazogu- o Ik. . email* thimdf m? 
in thfir pupils «!*'■ a® her v-re poumur into a funnel 
whilst the 1 ni»,to. of the pupil is oulv to n.|*eat what the 
r. h-rs have ®aid now I would Imeu utor to correct this 
error and that a* the verv fim Ir- should accvrdm ' to the 
eap^unt r he has to deal with pat it to the te«* p mutton 
hu jup] him®elf to tas*e thmffe and of him«elf to discern 
-nd diooo them ®ometime® opening the wav to him and 


, Tftr l , n fn V an erpwv 
vinca I ie*n lined a part of oar 1 1 


e eatod In Manta gne 

•mist — ®-EPr 


s-d 
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sometimes leaving him to open it for himself, that is, I 
would not have lnm alone to niiont and cp Pa k, but that he 
should also heai Ins pupd speak. m turn Socrates, and 
since him Arcesilaus, made fiist their scholars speak and 
tlien fliev spoke to them 1 “ Obcst plerumque lit' qui 
discere volunt, auctoritas eonirn, qiu docent It « good 
to mate him, like a young horse, trot before him, that he 
mav judge of Ins going, and how much he is to abate of his 
own speed, to act ommodnte himself to the vigour and 
capacity of the other Fen want of which due piopnrtion 
ae spoil all, wlwh also to know howto adjust, and to keep 
witlim an exact and dm. measuio, is one of the Jmdest 
things I know, and 'lis the of a high and a ell- 

tempered soul to know how to condescend to such jmenh 
motion!; and to govern and dnect them I walk finnei and 
more s«?< uw np hill than down 

Such os, accoiding to our common way of teaching un- 
dfitako, with one uid the Mime lesMiu and the «ame 
measure of dnect ion to nistnut several bms of diffeimg 
and unequal capacities, nip infinitely mistukeu , and ‘tis no 
"ondei, if in a whole multitude of scholars, there are uot 
found above two or three who bring a wav any good account 
of their tanii' and discipline Let the mastei not nulv ei- 
aimne him about the grammatical construction of the lmte 
"oids of Ins lesion, but about tb< suise and substance of 
them, raid l*t lum judge of tlv profit lit ki a made not Iw 
the testimony of Ins memory but t«v that of lus life Let 
him make lum put what h> lm ie erned into a hundred 
several forms and accommodate it to so manv several sub- 
ject*;, to hie if he yet nghtlv comprehends it, and has made 
it Ins own, tukmg instruction of Ins progress by the peda- 
gogic institutions of Plato a ’Tis a sign of crudity and 
indigestion to disgorge what yw cat in the same condition 
it was swallowed , the stomach has not performed its office 
unless it 1 eve slteved the form and condition of what w i' 
committed to it to concoct Our minds w ork only upon 

‘ Dio'<enf - Inertraa iv 36 

“ The aiitbnntj of tlio-ev ho teach, is very often an impediment 
to tliO'-e wlio de-irr fi learn 1 — Cicsro £h jSafoirxt Dtur i y 
d i * ,theii«hgumcinptbo4io]lowedh\ Socntt', in the dialogues 
of Plato 
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equally <w.e and understand them Bees cull tlicir several 
snoots from this flower and that blossom, here and there 
where they find them but themselves afterwards make the 
lioncj , w Inch is nil and pnrelv their own, and no more 
tin me and marjoram so the several fragments ho borrows 
from others he will transform and shuffle together to com- 
pile a work that shall be absoluteh bis own , tint is to say 
Ins judgment Ins instruction, labour and study, tend to 
nothing else but to form that He is not obbged to dis- 
cover whence he got the materials that Lave assisted him, 
hut onlj to produce what he has himself done « ith them 
Men that live upon pillage me 1 borrowing expose their 
purchases and buildings to even one's view hut do not 
proclaim how they mme b\ the money lYe do not seo 
the fece -rad perquisites of a gtutlemun of the long robe , 
hut we see the alliances where with he fortifies himself and 
Ins fninily , and the titles nnd honours he has obtained for 
him and his No man divulges Ins revenue , or nt lenst, 
wlneh wav it tomes m but ever) one publishes Ins acqui- 
sitions The advantages of our study are to become better 
and more v\ ist ’Tis, sa\ r EpuharnniR, the understanding 
that sees and hears, 'tis the uudei standing that improves 
everything that orders e\rrv thing, and that acts, rules, 
and reigns all othei faculties are blind, and deaf, and 
without soul And i ertauih we render it timorous .uni 
sep lie, in not allowing it the liberty and pnvilege to do 
anything of itself Wlioeiu asked his pupil what he 
thought of gninmar <unl rlietoi it, 01 of such and such a 
stnteme of Cicero ? Out masters stick them full feathered, 
in our memories, and theie establish them like oracles of 
winch the letters -rod syllables are of the substance of the 
thing To know by rote is no know led ire, nnd signifies no 
more but only to rttarn what one has intrusted to our 
memory That which a man rightly knows nnd under- 
stands, he is the free disposei of at Ins own full liliertv, 
without miy regaid to th author from w hence he hid it 01 
fumbling over the leaves ot his lxmk A mi te bookish 
learning is a pom, paltry learning, it may seive foi orna- 
ment, but theie is yet no foundation for any superstructure 
to lit built upon it a< coidmg to the opinion of Plato who 
says, that r oustaney, faith and sincerity , are the true plnlo- 



l'l oi tiie niLcvny* of oiitlijpfv 'noon 

tophi aul thr otht r 4 that ar« dir t ■! to o*h r 
ul» to n ilult nt' { unt I Mill vncJi that PaUi°I or 
P in | \ th two n >t<-d dun r-. of jnt tun** pooU Imie 
ii lit i t nit m.r» br«nb « un,» tbundoit without 
■•iimii^fi m nir ] la * a- th < nn j>t» enl 1 o atom 
Ui un 1 r-t <n«lm "ithotit • tir «<ttinti it »o worl nr that 
u « nil lira to nd handle a j d touch a luto orsnur 
vi h ut tl ironl 1 of j nii n<x; as tb h attempt to make 
ii 1 - Jill- in 3 trill withnut (Xernsin" ne m judging 
r «!]n thin,. Sow in tine natnti m of our «tn<li nd in 
tl ir { r « whats* ver j r nts i e If l^fon m i= bool 
oufBcitnt a rogm h trtel *>f *i j a"e a «otti«li mi-alt of a 

n ant i ]i 1 ii tin tabl* an so mam n v enlijc da 

Anl hr tlu« reason conversation v-jtli nun is of verv 
tm i u aol travel in*o foreign countries not to bring 
b I'd ( e in oat of our tonne monsieur- do) an account cmlv 
o c h v mam par. s Santa Eot* uda is in circuit, oro^tlu, 
n lm a <»£ Signora Xu via • poi*ic«ats or as «ome other- 
liov, much A-ro « fax in a statue in “wli an old ram is 
longer and iwwa If r tlian that made for lnui on some medal 
b it to b« able chicflv to girt an account of the human r- 
manners customs anl laws of thee., nitons wh>Te lie has 
Ivon "nd that i e m.n whet and sharpen our it it by nil 
lun^ a garnet tbo"'* of other- I wnull tliat a lm 
slioull 1*t -< nt abroad verv roumr anl firl -o ae to idl 
two birds mill one stone into those neighbouring nations 
whom language i« most diftcnnefr m ur own and to 
vluih if it be n-it form'd betimes th- tin me mil grow 
trio stiff to i>end 

And also ns tin general oj tnion of all that a dull 
should not >» brought up m his mutli<-rs lap ilothers 
are too ten ler nn 1 their natural affection is apt to make the 
mo-t discreet of tlinn all a j overfond tliat thev can neither 
find m their heart to gnu them du® correction for the 
faults they commit nor suffer them to be inured to hard 
slnps and hazards as thev ought to lie They mil not 
endure to «« them return, all dust and 'ire-t from tVu 
eacro-c to rlrmh cold drink when they are hot nor«ee them 
mown an unrnlv liu se nor tale a foil in hand vun-t 


Tli" pantheon of Ajnpjra. 
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mde fencer, or m> much ns to discharge a carbine And 
lot there is no remedy , whoever will breed a boy to he 
good for 1111*1111115 when he conies to be a man, must by no 
means spare lum when loung, and must xerx often trans- 
gress the rules of pin sic — 

** Vitamque sub dm, tt trcmdi* nsnt 
In rebus 1 


It is not enough to fortify his soul , 1 ou are also to mate 
his smews strong, for the soul will lie oppressed if not 
assisted bj the members, and would have too hard a task to 
discharge two ofliees oloue I know very well to my cost, 
how much mine groans under the burden, from being ac- 
commodated with a body so tender and iu disposed as 
etcninllY leans and pulses upon her, and often in im 
reading ptrcoivo that our masters, in their writings mite 
examples pass for mnginmimity and fortitude of mind, which 
really are rather toughness ol shin nnd hardness of lnxnes, 
fo r I have wen men ".onion, red children, iwtnrall, born 
of «o hard and insensible a constitution of bode, that ,1 
smmd cudgelling has lieen less to them than ,1 flirt with a. 
huger would have lieen to me, nnd that would neither err 
out, winrt mu shrink, for a good swinging heating, and 
wliwi wrestlers counterfeit the philosophers in patience, ’ t *< 
rather strength of nerxes than stoutness of limit Now to 
be inured to undergo labour, is to be accustomed to endure 
pain “labor cftllnm obduut dolon” J A boy is to be 
broken in to the toil and roughness of exercise, so as to bo 
trained up to the pain and suffering of dislocations, eliobcs, 
cauteries and even imprisonment ind the rack itself , tor lie 
may come, by misfortune, to !>e reduced to the wont of 
these, which (as this world goes) is sometimes inflicted on 
the good ns well as the bad As for proof, in our present 
civil war who o\er draws his swoid against the lawa, 
threatens the lionestest men with the whip nnd the halter 
And, moreover, bv luring at home the authoriti of tins 
govcmoi, which ought to be sovereign oxer the boy he 1ms 


* -“Lit last lixe in the open nir, nnd 
something ’ — Horacf, Oif , a 1, 5 b 

* "Labour hardens ns against pain " 
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llitl l III! 1 rllUlllHtl lliltlllsT 1 < f .pith H!l, 
il r i*i iii ir iii ’li r- • m k it nirtlnt l« mi t»* 

1 u iur Is oiij- u tli m -ill nr umr nii-iru-l lo< 1 
< x]w> mi 1- • ituiir i-in >inm *hti th’ i Iiht i>mi n t 
nnr-t 1 li » juinnj n r s il n tli rfor jiiIjjjvI It 
ir » rv ih' lit », u*. pi iliti union" r iti n On *li »M 
tli* r< fox tnm »i|* tl»> t 1“ i*j mu/ in 1 a Intol nil f 
In- In ml li? ttinn li Ins a *]inrel it mil t» forb'T 

ml mi* nt | nn<; it *r r« j r< \inu <' n ill* uviti.r ** 

n li ill'll*" M »rv tint ii -ini nr Ml l in hn j n - tu» for it 
is -i i rv nut- * 011111 , r.iloi'cs to cirj* at it rvtlunj tint 
is n l 'i r r t tl>l Miurmn jiahf* 1-1 film K citiofinl 
with i rrutiiu In in '« If ml not *un ta enrol mn pun 
tiling in nnoth r li« iroitUI n >t do linns* If mnliajntl it as 
urunoto iiiint n <uFtom< UcM «ajva siiiojmin] i un 
lmilit L*t him at oil tin vamatul unovil timet « of 
•Mitiiont' tin* t lul Itch nnthitK ii uf <«>v»tini*l« q ] ear bettor 
hr* 1 and mor. ictotnplisluil than h r* ilh v. ill Uv null 
t imijp' tIiscot»r lnnier*lf tofc> Vml ns if j»j rtmutiv*of 
int<rru[tiniMnlA|n.hon*lini!ffeiTii>tb>|H nut It 1 to«li 
Mrt tin nu. to dmw tli rqutitinn >f «• nu tiling innn. than 
orlmin T >r in it Ixfomt 1 m m 1 nt ua it |«n tut** mah« 
use of tin j uticil liii'iut m> it is mt j]*ril lo for am tut 
mi ji of i,ft ii inti jiJustnmiis ul« n>w amt pnvrfopt al ot<. 
thoanthoriti of custom n tjnid 'went s mt Vn tipiii* 
I'ontra nn am ct consuctnlinun feiemnt idem sibi ne 
arl*itrctiir liter* lampiix omm i!li et dmms honi« him 
hcentum assequcluntur ' Let him 1>_ instrurterl not to 


*fet him ie mt wTthont o-tpntstmi will) mt enn — 

tivci /; , tot 

’ 1 If Socrate* and \ji-tim us lift' e tnungre* rd tin rule n f 
■ mi con lust or custom I i Inn not imagine ttmt lie 1« hem ml t ( ’ 
loiho panic for it « t l*% f,reit and vnorugtt Mtm tint ill*' 
ootunol tins jTmkjr* — Cicfpo DeOffr, i 4! 
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engage in discourse nr dispute but with a champion wortlij- 
of him, and, e\cn there, not to make use of all the little 
subtleties that ma\ seem pat for his purpose, but only such 
arguments as may best sene linn Let bnn be taught to 
be curious in the election and choice of his reasons, to 
abominate unpeitmence and, consequently, to affect brevity , 
but, aboi e all, let him bo lessoned to m quiesce and submit 
to truth so soon as ever he shall discoicr it, whether in his 
opponent's argument or ujkmi bettor con (adoration of his 
own , for he shill never be prefened totlie chair forainrre 
clitter of words and sjllogisine, and is no further engaged 
to m3 aigmncnt whatever, than as. he shall in his own 
■judgment jpproi e it noi 1 et is arguing a trade, where the 
libert} of lecantntion and getting off upon bettei thoughts 
ire to be sold for lend} money “neque, ut oinnn, qua 1 
pitDscnpfa ct impernta smt, defendat, necessitate ulln 
cogitur ” 1 

If his gosernoi lie of m\ humour, lu will form his will to 
beaten good ind loyal Ruhjn t to his prime, yen affection- 
ate to 111* person and yer\ stout iu Ins quairel, but withal 
he will cool in him the desue of haling any othei tie to 
lus service than public duty Besides several other mcon- 
\cmeuces that nio inconsistent with the lily lty cien honest 
man ought to lias e a man’s judgment, being bribed and pre 
possessed In these partaculai obligations, is eithci blinded 
and less free to e\eitise its function, 01 is blemished with 
ingratitude anil indiscrition A man that is pnrrlj a 
courtier, can neither hate power noi will to apeak 01 think 
otherwise thin favourably aud well of a unstci, who, 
amongst so man) millions of other snip e< ts has picked out 
him with his own hand to nourish md adiance , tins fnvoui, 
aud the profit flowing from it, must needs, and not without 
some show of reason corrupt his freedom aud darzle him, 
and wc common I3 wo these people speak m anotliei kind 
of phiase than is ordinarily spoken by otlirrs of the saint 
nation, though wlint they say m that courtly language is 
not much to be believed * 

Let his conscience and virtue be eminently manifest m 

1 “Neither lb there an\ necessity upun him, that he should 
defend all things that nro recommended to and enjoined linn — 
OiciKO, Ac<i<l , 11 o 
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his ‘rpeafnng and have onlv ici°on for their guide Alahe 
Inm un<l r tanl that to acknowledge the error he shall 
hi % r m hi*. oi a armament thoiiji onl\ founl out hr 
lmn*- U is an e'Teui of judgment and sinunlv which are 
tlie j run ipal things he is to sc h after that ob.ihnar \ and 
ijnt ntion arc omnion qualities most appearing in me ill 
«i>u!s that to revise anl correct him^lf to for-ake an un 
3 i=t argum nt in the height and heat of dispute are rare 
gr it, and philoso) hiral qu ihtie Let him 1 e n 2 vised 
being in companr to haie Ins tje aid ear m even corner 
fori find that tin, ph os of greatest honour are comraonlv 
lr d upon hr men that haae least in them and that the 
greatest fortunes arc seldom accompanied v ith the ablest 
j vrt» I have been pt. scut when whilst they at the 
upp»r end of the chamber have l>een only commending the 
beau v of the arras or th>* flavuur of the wine mauv tlunz 
hat li lie l>een r cr« finels <ud it the lower en 1 of the table 
have leen lost and thrown a wav Let him cx immc even 
man s talent a pendant a bricklayer a passenger one 
war learn something from cverv one of tlies** in their 
s vi ral capacities and something will he picked oilt f 
their discourse whereof some use uiav be inale at one tune 
or another nav even the follr and impertinence of other* 
will < oulril nie to his instruction Br observing the grace 
and manner of all he =ep he will cream to’ him elf an 
emulation of the cond and a contempt of the bad 

Let an honest curiosity be suggested to In fancy of being 
inquisitive after everything whatever ther is singular anl 
ran, near the place where he is let him go and see it a 
line house a noble fountain an eminent man the plare 
where a battle has been anciently fought the passages of 
Cre c ur and Charlemagne 

Qu e tcllus *nt lenta gcla qme pntns ab , > > stu 
A entni in Italiam quis bene ie!a ferat 

Let him inqmre into the manners revenues and alliances 
of prm e. things m ‘themselves very plca'-imt to learn and 
aerr useful to know 

In this comer mg with men Imeanal=o and principally 

1 VThat conntrr is bound in iroit nhit land i friable with 
neat a 1 at wind sen &= fairest wr Itah - Proru’Tir*; n 3 
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those who only live in the mnrd« of history , ho shall Ly 
nridmg those Iwoks converse mth flic greif ahtl Iirruic 
'ouk ot the Vst age** TV an ulli and lain study to (host* 
vho make it so by <loinsi it after a negligent niannu, Imt to 
those who do it with cite and observafion, ’(is a study of 
inestimable fruit and value and tin only study, as Plito 
reftorfs, that the J/icedn'iniirimis referred f . ■ fhwnwlve« 1 * 
wlrnt profit -hall lip not r. ip as to the business of men, liv 
reading the hies of Plutarch ; But witlinl. h t mv eoi enim 
remember to what end hi® instruction* arc principally 
directed and that he do not so much imprint m Ins pupil’s 
memoir the date of flie nun of Carthage, as the maimer* of 
HttimilVil and & ipin, nor so much where Mariellus died, 
as achy it —as unworthy of his data that he died theie Let 
lum not teach him so much the narrative parts of history .is 
to judge them , the reading of t hern in iu\ opmiou, is a thing 
(lint of all others ire nppli <n». selves unto With t lie most 
differing nn asine I have read a hundred tilings m Livi 
tint nnotliei has not or not taken notice of at Inst , and 
Plutarch Ins read l handled more there than ever I could 
find oi than penal ventnro, that author evci vn*>te , to some 
it is tnertdr.v guu^nnr st»d\ , louD.ns the i*rt nmtoaiy 
of plnlosophv hi which the most abstruse pirts of our 
human tnitnrt pem trite There arc m Platan h mini long 
discourses uri uorlln to I* i aietulli read and observed, 
for be is. ui my opinion, of all otlu rs the gro ite*t master in 
that kind of hut these non *l»o»s-ii»d oflieis flinch 

ho lins onlv toucheil and glauced upon, win relic onlv points 
with Ins finger to direct us which way we mav go it we will 
aud contents lnniself sometimes with giving onh one busk- 
hit m the nicest article of the question, w hence w e are to 
grope out the lost As, for evainple, where he says 3 that 
the inhabitants of Asia came to lie vassals to one only, for 
not having ken able to pronounce one ■nlliWe winch is 
No "Winch saving of his gave perhaps matter and occasion 
to La Boetie 3 to write las “Voluntary Servitude ” Onh to 
sec him pick out a light notion in a man’s life, or a mere 

1 Hinmas Major 1 In tho “ E«*»y on rnl*e Shame ” 

■ Bom at 'iirlnt in Pengonl, l't November, 1330 died lSth 

August, ntB Of lii' works all unpublished during his hie, there 
is a complete edition, Pans, IStb 
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word tint does not «eem to amount evou to that, is it s elf a 
whole discour-i ’Tn, to our prejudice that men of under- 
standing should ®o immoderately afreet brevity , no doubt 
their n putation ts the better by it, but m tbi. meantime are 
an* tin worse Plutarch bad nitlicr n e should, applaud lus 
jtnlgmt nt than commend his Imowleder and had rather 
leaie us with an appetite to read more, than glutted with 
tli it we hate already read He knew ten well that a min 
nu.i '-at too ninth even uj«m the f>e«t subject, and that 
AJextiinlndusi justly reproatbed him who madeien good 
but too Iona =pt«cli< s to the Epliori, when he said ‘0 
stmugrr’ thou speab«*st the things thou ‘■honldst speak, 
hut not .is thou should st speak them ” 1 Such as have lean 
\nd spire bodies stuff themseh e» out with clothes, so they 
who arc uefes.tue in matter, endear our to make amends 
with word" 

Human understanding i* manellonsly enlightened by daily 
convert at ion with mo a, for we arc, otherwise, compress'd 
and heaped up in ourselves, and have our sight limited to 
the length of onr own noses One asking derates of vlut 
country he was, he did not make answer, of Athens, but ot 
the world," be who«e imagination was fuller and wider, 
embraced the whole world for his countn ami extended his 
«ouett and friendship to all miukmd , not as we do who 
look no further than our fei t When the vines of my vil- 
lage arc Dipped with the frost, my parish pnest presently 
concludes that the indignation of God is gone out asramrt 
all the human race, and that tb» cannibals have nlrcudv got 
the pip Who is it, that seeing the havoc of these m d 
war.-i of ours, does not cry out, that the machine of the 
world is near dissolution, and that flu* dip of judgment is 
at hand , without considering, that many worse things have 
been seen, and that, in the meantime, people are verV merrv 
in a thousand other parte of the earth for all this 5 For 
my part, considering the hcence and impunity that alwavs 
attend such commotions, I Render they are so moderate, and 
that there is no more mischief done To him who feels tire 
hailstones patter about his ears the whole hemisphere 
appears to he m storm and tempest, like the ridiculous 
1 Pintarcb Apothegms of the Laced -em omens 
1 Cicero, Tusc. Qi y-v., % T7 , Plutarch on ivule, c 4 
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Savmnnl, who Paul \ery gravely, thnt if that simple King of 
Franco could June mattigud his fortune ns lie should have 
done, lie might in time have come to tone been Menard of 
the household to the duke Ins master the fellow could not 
m his shallow imagination, cancel' e th it there could bo 
anything greater than a Duke of Saioc And. m truth, we 
are all of us, insensibly, jn this error, an erroi of a verv 
gre it weight and verj jwniuou* con sequence But who. 
mi ahull rcpiesout to his fane', ns in a picture, that grent 
image of onr mothei 2fat«re m her full majesfi and lustre, 
whoe'er m her face shall re ul s<» general and fO constant a 
sanctx, whoever shall observe himself m that figure, and 
not himself but a whole kingdom no bigger tlinu the hast 
tom h or prick of a p«*ii< il m comparison of the whole, that 
man alone is able to 'nine things according to their true 
cstim ito and grandeur 

Tins great woild which some do let multiply as so'criil 
spot ics imdei one genus, is the mirror wherein we are t» 
behold oursc‘ 1'1 s to be able to know oursehes ns wc might 
to do in the true bias In sliou, I would ha'e this to be 
the book m; lotuig gentleman should stud} with thomosl 
attention So many humours, so mam suets, so mam judg- 
ments, opinions, laws, and customs, teach us to judge aright 
ot our own and inform our undi i standing to discover its 
imperfection and natural infirmity, "Inch is no trivial 
speculation Bo mam mutations ul states and Kingdom® 
and so man; tui ns and resolutions of public foi tunc will 
make n« wise enough to make no great wouder of our own 
So many great names, so nmm famous ' lctones and con- 
quests drowu*d and swallowed lu oblivion, render our hopes 
ridiculous of eternising our names b\ the taking of half-a- 
eeoio of light horse, or a henroost, which on)) denies its 
memory fiom its ruin The pride and arrogance of so 
man' foreign jiomps and ceremonies, the tumorous in vjesty 
of so many courts and graudeurs, accustom and fortify our 
sight without astonishment oi winking to behola the lustre 
of our own , so many millions of men, buried before us, en- 
comage us not to fear to go seek sucli good com pan; in the 
other w orld and so of all the rest P; thagoras was w ont to 
say ' that our life resembles the great and populous assembly 
* Cicero, Tnsc Qua-® , ' 3 
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of the 01 jmpii games, wherein some exercise the hotly, tnab 
fliey mayearry aivay the glory of the prize, others bring in er 
rhandise to sell for profit, there are, also some (and those 
none of the worsl serf) who pursue no other advantage 
than only to look on and consider how and why everything 
is done, and to he spectators of the lives of <?tlie*i men, 
thereby the bettor to ]ndge of and regulate their own 
To examples may fitly be applied all the profitable dis- 
courses of philosophy to which all human actions, is to 
their best rule, ought to be especially direrted t scholar 
shall be taught to know — 

“ Quid fas op tare quid isper 
L tile miniums hotel p i(ht uurtsquc pi oping ilia 
Qajntnm e'urgtn deceit, «pitm teDe u* ewe 
Jussit et Imroana gna parte locatus os rn re 
Quid sumus, nut qiudnam victim gignumir 1 

what it js to knew, and what to lie igntumt , wlnt ought 
lobe the end and design of study, what viloin, tempe 
ranee and justice are, the difference bctvml tin lotion 
and ivante servitude and subjection licence and hbartj , 
by what token a nun may know line and sohd njutent- 
ment , how far death, affliction and disgrace are to be 
apprehended 

“ Et quo qucmquf tnodo fngiitque fcratque labor cm * 
by irhal secret springs vc move and the lesson of our 
various agitations and irresolutions for methinhs the 
first doctnnc w ith which ono should season Ins understand 
lug ought to be that which regulates his manners and bis 
Sense , that teaches him to know himself and how hot.ll 
well to die and well to live Amongst the hi oral science'' 
let us begin with that which makes us free, not that thcT 
do not all serve in fiezue measure to the mefrarhenand n 5 ® 
of life, as afl other thing! ia sump sort Uso do, hut let ns 

J ‘ I cun vrimt it is right to nnli , ulnt is the Into ti'cof e«i if 1 
monov lion much it become’ n* to/rve in hbcr-ihtv to our emmirv 
urd oar <}ar relation’, uhotn md nli«t the fieri e curtim j’i'lfl 
tlire to 1 1 * mill in whit ported tlicbumon svstem thou art. )>Hec I 
uliot v%c me wd to what purpose en^enderul — Pi isles ur 0" 
■Eitcvl li! ^5 ' 00 fU(li B “ nil0r sast ‘* !n ei CT i luod-hip ’ — t K i 
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make choice of that which thwcth and profes'edlv serves 
to that end It 'no are once able to restrain the oftu.es of 
human life mtlnn their just and natural limits, wo *>iinll 
find that most of the science* in use are of no great u*o to 
ue and even iu tho*c that are that there are many xph 
tinnecogsar? cxnties and dilatations which we had hotter 
let nlouo and. following Socrates’ direction, limit the course 
of ottr studies to those tilings only w here is a true and real 
ut iht x 

“ vutere nude, 

Incipo Micnili rcctc qwi morogat hornm, 

It nations ev».»eet«t, dam ileOjn imn.< /it /He 
Lnbitur ct Inlictiir in ouine volulnh* i« vum ” 1 

'Tis n great foolerv to hncli our thildieu — 

"Quid inoieant Piw* nrinio u,ue ""im Leo”i*, 

Lotiii a He«pcna quid Capnconnt- aqua,’ • 

the knowledge of the stnio and the motion of the eighth 
sphere Lefoit* their owu 

"Ti nViarraii j.o/101 , 

Ti i mnynrru Ilftwriw ," 1 * * * 5 

Amsumun s writing to Pvthngoras,* “ To wliiit purpose," 
Saul he *' should I trouble un self m si arching out the 
Secrets of the start, lumug death or slavery continually 
befoio mi eyes'” foi tin king* of Peisia were at that 
time prep must to lmnde Ins countn Every cue ought to 
sav thus, • Being assaulted, a** I am by ambition, avarice, 
tementy superstition and having within so mam othei 
cuemub of lif« shall I go cudgel im brauis about the 
world’s revolutions' ” 

After having taught him what will make lum more w i a c 

1 "Dire to lie m-c lie^in lie who defer* the hour of In mg 
well, i» like the clou n, « utnig *'11 the m er «JnJJ hav e flow cl «mt , 
but the m er still nun on and v. ill ran on, w ltU const int eonpn 
to age* wit lion t end * —Hon Vrr, Ij> , i 2, 40 

* ' VI hat influence l'i-cc~ have, or the Mjm of anprrt Leo, or 

Capricorn 1 1\ mg in the Hesperian w ■» c PliOFERTIUS, n 1, S9 

* “'\\ hat care I ubont the Pleiades or the '•tar* ot Tatirus ' ’ — 
A* ccpmin Ode \ra 10 

‘ liing Laort , n 4 
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and £,nod i (>u may {hen enter! iin him with the tlrau.nfcof 
lo,,! ] hvs.ur ^omnptn rhutonu and the *aeiiu which lie 
lII tin u hitimlf most inclnnlo Ins judgment king before 
IiantI fwriut U mil fit to choose lie mil quick! t make his 
01,11 flit ivh of instructing him ouf,ht to U. sometimes 
lit ilis o rr« mid sometimes bj, reading sometimes bis 
£0t< rn nr ah ill ( ut the author himself \rlueh hf bIiiII think 
most i ryjrr for him into Ins hands aud sometimes ooh 
the niturun and substance « f jt and if Iuuisclf he not ion 
t« rs mt enough in books to turn to all the fine discoiir < s 
tlic books tout tin for lus purj use there* mat' some man of 
Icwumf, It joint d t> him tint upon crert occasion shall 
8ii] jh him milt what he stands m reed of to furui'h 
it to liti ] npil And who con doubt but that tins iw 
of toulnun is mucli more case and natural than that of 
(?a7a in which the procoj ts are «o intricate and so harsh 
tnd the words so a am Iein an 1 insignificant that then b 
no bold to 1 o taken of them nothing that quickens and 
elevates the ant and finer whereas here the mmd lias what 
to fe d ujon md to dige-.t This fruit therefore is not 
wm Without comp inson touch more lair and beautiful 
but will also l e much more earh nne 

ris i thousand pities that matters should fce at such a 
pass in Mi r age of our» that philosuphv ei rn with men of 
uu icrstanding should be looked uiioii as a uun and fan 
tastie n,une n thing of no u«c no value cither m opinion 
cu effect, of which I tbiak those ergotisms and pet^ 
sopmstneg | )T prepossessing the oremies to it ue the 
cause And people are much to blame to represent it to 
clitMron for a thing of 6( . djffieult access and mtb such a 
trowning grim and formidable aspect Who is it that 
™» 8U1Se , d l i lhus Hi* fe'se P* m< 1 ghttfllt 
moif ftJ? 06 w 610 ls ,,0 ^ ,U K more airr mure 
or. ® an d f had like to liare said more wanton 
ehohf ^° S } ut feas,Wir jollitv a rnelao 

tw -n^ U , S loo <, Uiilt she does not inhabit 

of , 6 tbe S^amnan finding in the temple 

scud toft^r 10 ii.f philosophers set rbattiog together 

, !r eta ***** I am much drived 6r by jour 

* W.7J* §£• *1* Accilcma of Feu in 

* Tmat-eosUrtdasuhidihMeeMMd 
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< heerfnl and pleasant countenances, you arc engaged m no 
verj deep disi ourso ” To which one of them, Hutu Icon 
the Megarcan, replied " 'Tis for such as are pui'/Jul about 
inquiring whether the future tem>c of the \erb fiaWu Ih> 
spelt with a double A, or that hunt after the demotion of 
the comparatives \iipn and nnd the t-uperlafn es 

\t fpia-oi and /?«\ri<r-or , to knit their brow s w lulst dibtours* 
ing of their sr lenee but as to philosophical discourses, 
they always dnert and dicer up those that entertain them, 
and never deject them nr make them sad " 1 

*' Depremlnx imtui tnmientn latcnti* lit igm 
Corpora doprendoH et gaudm , sunut utrunujuc 
Indc lnlntum facie' ‘ 

Tlic wul that lodges pbilusophv, ought to be of such a 
constitution of health, as to reuiler the body m like manner 
healthful too, she ought to make her tranquillity nnd 
s itisfiction sluno so as to appear without, and her con- 
tent mmt ought to fashion the outward behaviour to hu 
own mould and consequently to foitify it with a graceful 
confidence' an active ana linons carnage, and a serene and 
contented couutc nance 11 io most manifest sign of wisdom 
is a continual cheerfulness , her state is like that of thing* 
in the regions nhme the moon, always cleai ancl seiene 
’Tis Baroco and Bnrnlipton 3 that tender their disuples so 
dirty and ill-fas uured, and not she, thev do uot so much 
as know hei but by hen -ay What ' It is she that calms 
and nppenses the storms and tempers of the soul and who 
teaches fammi and foyers to langh and smg , and that, not 
by certain nnaginarj epicycles, but by natural and manifest 
leasons Slic has virtue for her end, wlucli is not, as the 
schoolmen saj situate upon the summit of a peipemhculai, 
rugged, maiccsBihle piecipiee such ns have approached 
hei find her quite on the contrail, to he seated in a fair, 
fruitful and flourishing plain, fiom whence she eisilj dis- 

1 “ How chnmung isdn int pbilo-nphj 1 

Not harsh and crUilied, us dull fools suppose , 

But musical as is Vpollo s lute ” 

—Mil T0\, Com ns 

- “Yon may discern the formants of mind lurking in a sick 
body , j on may discern its jo) » e icli lialut the fine assumes from 
the mind Ju\E\An,n 18 

* Tvy o terms of the ancient scholastic logic 
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rover* "ill thinga talon to winch place anv cue tiny how 
ever nrriv< if lie know hut tlu n iv through t»lia<i\ green 
awl MMtth I) jiumlmig uenuu^ In a pleasant <>asv and 
cm ith li**«nt lilt tint of Hit (xlestnl vault ’Pis foi 
n it hiving fn rjuented tins supreme this beautiful trium 
j limit [i mi uuiihle this equalls delicious *md courageous 
virtu tin*, bo jrnfe&«cd md implacable enemv to aiuicli 
sorrow feir in] constraint who having nature for hir 
guide has fortune and. pleasure for her « mptnions tli it 
tliov h ru, [,on' iitording to their owu wuK imagination 
and ejiattd this ndieulmm this sorrowful querulous 
dopilclnl threatening temUe image of « to themselves 
md others and placed it ujon a rock apart amongot 
thorns aiiC brambles and made of it a hob 0 oblm (o affright 
pcopli 

lint the governor tint I would lnve that is sueh iv one 
as knows it to ho his dun to po*sCb9 Ins juj il with as much 
or mor dtottou than reverence to virtue will be able to 
mfoim him tint the poets 1 hate evermore 'uroinmodated 
thenmehea to the ] ul lie humour and make him sensible 
that tlie ends hate planted more toil nid svu at in the 
avenues of the cabinets of Venus than in those of Minerva 
And when hr shall onie find linn 1 egm to ipprelicnd and 
shall rcjvrc cut to luni a Bradamante or an Angelica for a 
mistress a natuial active generous and not a v ungoish 
lmt n mauls leautv in comparison of a Roft delicate 
artificial snn; enng and affected form the one m the 
hahit of a heroic south wearing a glittering helmet the 
other tn'hed up in curls and ribbons like a wanton minx 
he will then looi upon hi a own affection as brave and 
masculine wlien ho shall choose quite contrirj to that 
eff* nunate shepherd of Phrygia 

Such a tutor w ill in ike a pupil digest this new lesson 
that tl e height md Tilue of true virtue consists in the 
faulilv uliliti and pleasure of its exercise so far from 
difiiculty that (tots as well as men and the innocent as 
well as the subtle m i\ make it their own ltisljj order 
■md not bv force that it is to be acquired Socrates lici 
first mmum is go averse to all manner of v loluuce as totally 


He !■<}, cm H* v 2S ( 


! Heroine of \rioato 
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to throw it aside, to slip into tlie moie natural facility of 
her own progress ’iis the nursing mother of all human 
pleasures, who m rendering them just, renders them also 
pure and. permanent , in moderating them, keeps them in 
breath and appetite , m mleidicting those v> Inch she her- 
self refuses, whets our desire to those that she allows , and, 
like a kind and hi eral mothei, abundantly allows all that 
natuie requires, even to satiety, if not to lassitude unless 
ne mean to saj , that the regimen which stops the toper 
before he has drunk himself drunk the glutton before lie 
has eaten to n surfeit, and the lecher before he has got the 
pox is au enemy to pleasure If the ordinary fortune fail, 
she does without it, and forms another wholly her own, not 
so fickle and unsteady as the othei She can be noli, be 
potent and wise and knows lion to he upon soft perfumed 
beds she loves life, beauty, glon, and health but hei 
proper nud peculiar office is to know bow to legulato the 
use of nil these good things and how to lose them without 
couceru «m office much more noble than troublesome, 
and without w Inch the whole course of life is unnatural, 
turbulent, and deformed, and there it is indeed, that 
men maj juatlj represent those monsters upon rocks and 
precipices 

If this pupil shall happen to be of so contrary a. disposi- 
tion that he had rather hear a tale of a tub than the true 
narrative of some noble expedition or some v\ iso and leal ned 
discourse , who at the beatot drum, that excite s the youth- 
ful ardour of his companions, leaves that to follow another 
that calls to a moi ns or the bears, who would not wish, and 
find it more delightful and more excellent, to return all dust 
and sweat victorious from a battle, than from tennis 01 from 
«i ball, with the prize of those exeiuses , I see no othei 
remedy , but that he be bound prentice in some good town 
to learn to make minced pies though he wei p the son of a 
duke, according to Plato’s precept, that children aie to be 
pi iced out and disposed of, not according to the wealth, 
qualities, or condition of the father, but according to the 
faculties and the capacity of their own souls 

Since philosophy is that which instructs us to live, and 
that infancy has there its lessons as well as other ages, why 
is it not communicated to children betimes 9 
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T <1um m m 11» luinm o t nunc nnt r properm In wn 
t inj.Ni In •'Bielnert’U * 

Tliev In in t Ineli us to Inc uhui wc have ilm' 1- ’* don 
In ini, V Inindnd students hive got the pox Jx'fore tlsex 
In conn tore ul \mlotlc s lecture on temp, rune Cicero 
slid tint thnu_h lit should live two mm s nee IjO diould 
n \ cr find Insure to studs the Ivnc poets ui4 I find 
these sophisti result ore deplorably unprofit ibl<* Theloi 
si {. should 1m. l 1 ms i groat do il Ie a time to spare , ho ovcf 
lmt the hr t fit teen or sixttcu sears of his lift 10 cdueu 
turn tin run under is due to action I>t ns th^rLfori- 
4 inj 1 n tint «hort tunc in neoessan instruction Awn 
■with the th »rnr subtleties of dialectics thev are almses 
things I s sshn h our iises can never be manded ’ tk’ 
] lam i hil sophical discourse Icam iicur rnrbt.lv to choosi 
and then nulitls to applv them this ire more la* to be 
understood than one of Botiamos nmela a child from 
nurse is much more cap il lc of them than of learm* 1 ? to 
read or to vrito Philosophy has dwcour ea proper ior 
childhood as -well as for tlie decrepit age of m< n 

I atu of Plutarch s nimd th it Yn&totle did not so nnnli 
trouble lus croat disciple with the Loach of forming siilo 
giMiis or ssith the elements of geotnetrv as ssith jnnwiig 
into him good precept-, concormtuT salonr prowess mnena 
niuutr ti mperiuci", and the couleuijil of fear atfd with 
this ammunition sent him whilst: vet a boy with no more 
than thirty tliousand foot four thousand horse jod hut 
forty two thousand crowns to subjugate the empire of the 
whole earth For the other arts and sciences 1 p 
Alexander highly indeed commended their excel k’i* cc ' in ^ 
rliarm and hid them in yerj great honour and lint 

not ravished with them to that degree as to be temp te ^ *° 
affect the practice of them m his own per-on 

Petttcbinc ju» enesrjue tenewjue 
Fiiietn nuno certain mi ensqne viatica cam 


The clay 
the pile! eron 

mind and iter 


i= moi c fc and soft imw now mate, haste 
the rapid wheel- — Pebsics m 23 
r-en aisl olU men den' e lienee *» certain 
kw for miserable gre> hairs — Ptnsnjs ' 
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Epicurus in ilu? beginning of Ins letter to Mpiiupiis, 1 * 
savs, “That neithei the vounge‘1 should refine to philoso- 
phise, nor the oldest grow wean ot it ” Who docs other- 
wise, sec inn ta«itlv to implv, that either the time of living 
happilv is not vet come or that it is olrcuh p 1 st And rot, 
for .ill that, I would not have tin- pupil of uiirs impricutu d 
and made .1 slave to Ins IkhA , nor would I have him given 
op to the niorositv and melancholic humour of a sour, 1 11- 
aatored pedant, I would not hive Ins spirit cowed and 
subdued, hv applying him to the met, and tormenting lmn, 
as some do* tonrb’eu or fifteen hours a day, and so make a 
pack-hor^c of him Keithei should I think it good, when. 
In reason of a solitarv and melancholic complexion, he is 
discovered to lie overmuch addicted to Ins booh. to nourish 
that humour in linn, for that rendeis him unfit for civil 
conversation, and diverts linn from better emplovinenlR 
And how manv have I seen in tnv time tot alt i hrutified liv 
ail immoderate thiist after know ledge * Came ides was so 
besotted with it, that lie would not find time so much as to 
comb his lie .id or to pare lus mills 1 Ninth ei would I bav- 
ins generous manner* spoiled and corrupted liv the mcivilitv 
and bnrbuiisin of those of nnnthei Tlio French wisdom 
was ancientlj turned into proverb ‘ curly, hut of no con- 
tinuance " And, m truth we vet see, that nothing can be 
more ingenious and idea sing than the children of France, 
but thej ordmanlv deceive the hope and evpectation that 
linve been conceived of them, nnd grown up to le men, 
have nothing ertraordmnrv or worth lalnng notice of I 
have lieiud men of good understanding snv, these colleges 
of ours to which we send our joimg people (and of winch 
we have but too main ) male them such animals as tbc\ 
are 3 

But to our little monsieur, a closet, a garden, the table, 
his bed, solitude and companv, morning and evening, all 
lioms shall be the same, and all places to him a study , for 
plulosophv, who, as the fonnatnv of judgment and man- 
ners, shall lie his principal lesson, has that privilege to have 


1 Diogenes Laertius, \ 122 * Idem, l 

3 Ho1ib« said that if he bail been at college ns Ion; 
people lie should have been ns great a blockhead a 

W C H 
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a hand in everything The orator Isocrates being at a feast 
entreated to speak of his wl all the compare is ere satis 
fieri with and commended ins answer Tt is not now a 
time said he to do what I can do and that which :t is 
now time to do I cannot do 1 J?or to make orations and 
rhetorical disputes in a comj iny met together to laugh and 
make good cheer had been very unseasonable and improper 
and as much might have been said of all the othei sciences 
But is to what corn eras philosophy that part of it it least 
that treats of man and of his office? and duties it Ins lieen 
the common opinion of all wise men that out of reapei t to 
the sweetness of hei conversation she is evei to be admitted 
in all sports and enteitawmcnts And Plato liming 
invited her to Ins feast we see after how gentle and obliging 
a manner accommodated both to time and place Bhe 
enterta ned the company though in a discouise ot the 
highest and most important uatuie 

Efjue pauper; bn? pro k JocupJetob is Tqiie 
Et neglect. i 'etjue puetr- seml/usque noceb t 

By this rectliod of instruction my young pupil will lie 
much nioie and IiPttei employed tlun his fellows of the 
college are But as the steps we tale in walking to and fro 
in a gallery though three tames as many do not tire a man 
so much as those we emploj in a formal journey so our 
lesson as it were accidentally occurring without an} set 
obligation of time o* - place and falling natuially into ciery 
action will insensibly insinuate itself By which means 
our very exerusea and recreations running wiestlmg 
music dancing hunting ndmg and fracing will prove to 
be a good part of oua study I would have his outward 
fashion aud mieu anil the disposition of his lambs formed 
at the same time with h 3 mind Tis not a soul tis not a 
body that wc arc training up but o man and we ought 
not to divide him And as Plato says we are not to 
fashion one without the other hut maT e them draw together 
like two hoi sea harnessed to a coach By which saying of 
his does he not seem to allow moi e tune for and to take 

1 Plutarch 6y np 1 1 

s Tt profts poor and neb alike ljit neglected equally hurts 
old and yount, Hob ice, Ep j 1 25 
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more eaie of, eveiraaes foi the l»od\ , nod to liold tli.it the 
in mu, in si good proportion, does her business at the same 
time too r 

As to tic rest, this method of education ought to If' 
carried on with n. severe sweetness, quite coutrin to the 
practice of our pedants, who msteid of tempting and 
alluring children to letters hi apt aud gentle wins, do in 
truth present nothing liefore them hut rods and femles, 
horror aud craeltl Awav with this violence' ftv.ui vvith 
tins compulsion' than wbu.li, I ccrtainlv lielievo nothing 
more dulls and <h generates ft well descended nature If 
ion would hare him apprehend shame and chastisement do 
not harden lnm to them mure linn to heat mid told, to 
wind and sun, and to dingus that hi* ought to despise, 
wean linn from nil offenmmoi nnd deheatv m (lotlus.iud 
lodging, eating aud drinking , at custom him to even thing, 
that he mat not be a Sir Pans, n carpet-knight, but a 
sinews , bai di , and i lgonnit, s oung man I lias e o\ ei from 
a child to the age whuun I now am, been of tins opinion 
and am still i onstant to it But amongst other things 
the strict government of most of our colleges bas evi rnmre 
displeased me, peradventme, thev might hare erred less 
pcmicKiuslv on the indulgent side ’Tis n teal house of 
corioi (mu of imprisoned j outh They are made deb niched, 
In bciug punished liefore thev aie so Do but come m 
whenthev nrealiyut then lesson, and vou«hall heai not lung 
but tlie outcues of hovs vmdi i elocution, with the thundei 
mg noise of thiir pedngogius duink with fuij A icrv 
pretti way this, to tempt these tender and timoious souls 
to love then book, with a funous countenance, nnd a iod 
m liuud' A cuiscd and pernicious waj of proceeding' 
Besides what Quintilian has veiv well observed,' that this 
imperious nutlionti n often nttended bi ven dangerous 
consequences, and pnrtieulaili oui wav of chastising How 
much more decent would it be to see then classes strewed 
with green leaves and fine floweis, than with the hloodj 
stumps of buUi aud willow s 9 Were it left to nn ordering, 
I should joint the school with the pictuies of jov and gild 
ness , Flora and tkeGnecs.astheplnlosnpher Speiisippusdid 


1 Inst Orct ,1 3 
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bis 1 "W here their } rofit 11 let them fin re hive their pleasure 
U i> S i h vi nds a* are proj er and w hohscmic for thil 
Inn »>li ill lo wcilrnid uilli ku<.ir and such as ito 
lut t, r in to tin in « ml titered with {.all lis m melons 
t v t hot solicitous Plato is in his Liws cone mini, tin' 
in t} m 1 diversion jf tlic south of his < it' md how min h 
mil often he cnlirLCs upon then nccs sj irts t-on-,*? leaj s 
tnd danc s of which be tats that anti quit \ has given the 
orderin': and p itrona^e p irticnl irlv to the gods theni'clve 1 ! 
to A] olio Atimrv i and the "Mu'es He insists long upon 
ml is Ten [articular in emuf, innurneral le precej >1 i for 
exercises hit as to the let red sccntes «a%s vers little 
and onlj «eems ptrficulailx to recommend p-^tn upon the 
leioimt >f music 

All smitulant' in our manners lud conditions is to he 
avoided as inconsistent with civil societv Who would not 
be astonished at so strings a constitution as that of Demo 
phoon stcwarl to Alcxan ler the Great who sweated in the 
shade and shivered in the sun s I have seen those who 
have run frmr the smell of n mellow n]plo with greater 
] recipitation than from a harquebiiss shot others afraid 
of a mouse others vomit at the sight of ci am others 
reads to«woon at the in iLm., of a featlur Lid Gcrinamcus 
could neither endure the ‘-iyht nor the i lowing f a cock 
I will not duiv hut tint there mas perad. venture Iw? some 
occult cauac and natural averbion m these casss hilt in 
mv opinion a man might conquer it if hr took it in tune 
Precept him in this wrought eo effectual]' u| on me though 
not without some jams on mv part I confess that beer 
eveepted mj appetite accommodates it sell indifferent!' to 
all sorts of diet 

Young bodies are supple one should therefore in that 
a t e bend and plv them to all fashions and customs and 
provided a man can contain the appetite and the will witlun 
their due limits let a voting man in Gucls name bo 
rendered fit for all nations and nil companies even to de 
Lauchen and excess if need be that is where he shall do 
it out of complacence 1o the customs of the place Let huu 
be able to do everything Lut love to do nothing but what 
Dio„enc« Laertius n 1 
5 faevtui En pincn< Pyrrl or H\ potvp i 14 
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ib good The philosopher- theuieelvea do not just lit 
CoUisthenes for forfeiting the f n our of his Minster 
Aletmdei tin Great, In refusing to pledge him n tup of 
wine Iiet him laugh, play, trench with In'? jinnee nm 
I would, hr \c him, even m his debauches too ho rd for the 
rest of the company , and to i*\i el his comp rnions in atnlitx 
and vigour, and that lie mar not gne oier doing it, either 
through defect of power or knowledge how to doit hut for 
want of mil “ Mulhtni interest utrum pisenre altquis 
noht.ou nescutt " * I thought I p is=cd a compliment upnu 
a lord, ns freo from those erce=scs ns am mnn in France, 
hr asking linn before a gie.it dial of riry good company , 
lioir many tmus in Ins life lie had been drunk in German r 
in tho time ot hi* 1«eing there almut Ins ju.ijc'H’s affairs, 
■which ho also look as it was intended, and made answer 
‘ Three times,” and mtlin] told us the whole 'tors of Ins 
debauches I know some who for want of this. fnmlH, 
lure found i great mionreuu me in negotiating with that 
nation I hat e often with griat ndnnrntion reflected upon 
the wonderful constitution of Alcibiadea, who fo cnsili 
could transform himself to so various fashions without ,m\ 
prejudice to bis health one while outdoing the Ptr» nn 
pomp and hmm.and nnotlui.theLued'einonmn nusti nt\ 
and frugnliti , as reformed in Sjmrta, as voluptuous m 
Ionia 

‘ Oram-. An-tippnm deemt color, et stilus, et rc* *'* 

I would hare nij pupil to he sucli a one, 

“ Qnem ilnplici pinno psticntin \clnt, 

Mnwbnr, utu m si com ena dccehit, 

Pi rsounniquo ferct uon lncoiicmnus utrmuqnc ’ 3 

Tliese ire my lessons, and he who puts them in practice 
shall reap more adi.wtage than he who has had them lead 

1 '‘There is a vast difference betwixt forbearing to 'in, ami not 
know mg how to sin Sem-cv J'p , 00 

' “tierj complexion of life, eien station ami circumstance 
well became Atr-tippns HomiCF, , \i n 21 
3 'I should admire him who with patience bean up ft patched 
garment, bear- well \ changed fortune, neliug both parts cquallj 
well '—Id , th , 23 
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to him only and so on]} knows them If you see him you 
hear him if vou hear him you tee him (rod forbid says 
one in Plato that to philosophize were onlr to read a great 
in dii v IwoLs and to learn the arts Hanc amphs a nnam 
omnium artimn. beat vivendi diseiphnam a ita mag3S fjuatn 
litens per erraulx sunt Leo prime of the Pkliasians 
asking Heraclides Ponticus*o£ what art or science he male 
profession I Know ‘aid he neither art nor sc ence 
blit T am a philosopher One reproaching Diogenes that 
beine: ignorant he should pretend to philosophy I there 
fore answered he pretend to it with so much the more 
reason He-jessas entreated that he would read a certain 
booh to him You arc pleasant said he you choose 
those figs that arc true and natural end not those that are 
painted whs do vou not also choose e\eicisea which are 
naturally- true rather than those -written 3 

The lad will not so much zet Ins lesson by heart as he 
will practise it he -will repeat it in his actions We shall 
discover if there he prudence in bis exercises if there bo 
Rmeentx and justice in his deportment if there he grate 
and judgment in his spealaug if there be constancy m bis 
sickness if there be modesty in his mirth temperance m 
his pleasure^ order in his dome-=t c economy indifference 
m his palate whether what he eats or drinks be flesh or Gsh 
wine or water Qui disciplinam suam non ostentatmnen 
suentue «ed legem vitse putet quique obtemperet ipse sibi 
et detrehs pareat 4 The conduct of our lives is the Due 
mirror of our doctrine 2eu\idamu* to oue who asked fum 
whv the Lacetlieinomans did not commit their constitutions 
of chivalry to writing and deliver them to their youxljt raeI1 
to r ad made answer that it was because thev would mure 
them to action and nol amuse them with words With 


Thev hi e proceeded to tl s 1 e pi ne nf ] np 
of “ill art. is the great*'*! I the r I ve* rather ti 
reading Clcfpo T s Q <r, i t 
* It was not Heraclides of Puntus ul o an le tl s 
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r tit as a h and rule ‘of "l fe and ho ohe 1 L 
l thelanal clia.- jre-cnhedtohiDisali — C c£PO i r 
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such ft one, after fifteen or sixteen rears’ studv , compare 
one of our college Latinists who has thrown &wa\ so much 
time in nothing trat len ruing to speak The world is 
nothing lint babble , and I hardly ever vet saw that man 
who did not rather prate too much, than speak too little 
And yet half of out age is embezzled this way we are kept 
four or five years to learn words only, and to taclc them 
together into clanscs , as many more to form them into a 
long discourse, divided into four or five parts , and othei 
tn c veais, at least, to learn succinctly to unx and interweave 
them after a subtle and intricate manner let ns leave all 
this to those who make a profession of it 
Going one dav to Orleans, 1 met in the plmu on this side 
Clerj , two pedants travelling towards Bordeaux, about fiftv 
paces distent from one another , and a good wav further 
behind them, I discovered a troop of horse, with a gentle- 
man at the head of them, who was the late Monsieur le 
Comte de la Bochefoucanld One of mj people inquired of 
the foremost of these dominies, who that gentleman was 
that tamo after linn , he, having not seen the tram that 
followed after, and thinking his companion was meant, 
pkasantlv nuwveied “He is not a gentleman, he is a 
grainmari in and I am a logician ’ Now we who, quite 
contrary do not hero protend to breed a graiunnnan or a 
logician, but a gentleman, let us leave them to throw awav 
their tame at their own fanrv our business lies elsewhere 
Let but our pupil be well furnished with tlunas, words 
will follow but too fast , he will pull them after lnm if they 
do not voluntarily follow I have observed some to make 
excuses, th it tlicv cannot express themselves, and pretend 
to have then fancies full of a gieat many very fine things, 
winch yet for want of eloquence, they tannot utter, 'tis a 
meie shift, and nothing eise "Will you know wliat X think 
of it 9 I think they are nothing hut shadows of some im- 
perfect liuases and conceptions that they know not what to 
make of within, nor consequently bring out. they do not 
vet themselves understand what they would be at, and if 
vou hut observe howthev haggle and stammer upon the 
point of parturition, vou will soon conclude, that their 
labour is not to delivery, but about conception, und that 
thev are but licking their formless embryo For mv part, 
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I hold and Socrates commands it, that v.hoev cr has in his 
mind a sprightly and clear imagination he snll eapre's it 
well enough m one hind of tongue or another and if he lie 
dinnh by signs 

\ crlnqoe prein-ain Tern non mute =eqncntnr 

And as another as poetically says in his prose Quum res 
ammum occupavere verla ambitnt ‘ and this other, 
Ipsie res rerba rapiunt 3 He knows nothing of ablative 
conjunctive substantive or grammar no more than his 
licUr or a fishwife of the Petit Pont and yet these will 
gi'C you a belKful of talk if vou ml! hear them and 
liendventure shall trip as little m then language as the 
best masters, of art in France He knows no rhetoric nor 
how in a preface to bribe the benevolence of the courteous 
reader , neither docs ho care to know it Indeed all this 
fine decoration of painting is easily effaced bj the lustre of 
a Bimplo and blunt truth these fine flourishes serve only 
to amuse the vulgar of liicuiseb c5 muipahle of more solid 
and DUtntiv e diet, as Aper veiy endenth demonstrates in 
Tacitus 4 The ambassadors of Samos prepared with along 
and elegant oiatioo came toCleomenes King of Sparta to 
incite him to a war against the tyrant Polj crates who 
ifler lie had heard their harangue with great, grant! and 
patience gave them this answer As to the esordium I 
remember it not nor conseqnentlv the middle of jour 
speech and for what coDccrns your conclusion 1 will not 
do what v ou desire ’ a very pretty anew er this metbinhs 
and a pack of learned orators most sweetly gravelled And 
what chrl the other man say 3 The Athenians were to 
e.hoo^ one of two architects for a vorv great building they 
had designed of these the first a pert affected fellow 
offered his Service in a long premeditated discourse upon 


it v * Jnec a t!uri S i“ conceived in tlie mind thp \ nr Is to express 
^•an piesenttlieraschci — Horaci Tk Art- PoUirti \ VI I 
rv-idif, Jl '" t mn e rareon«>jDfhein , nI He vnnA oiier tkei selves 
s Contr ° ** ,n i ,ro4ro 

<-iCP]- f) JJzft"’}, 41 e,r «elv ^ foret v orb. to express them — 

•* Vlutejrf °* ‘^/wtors C is 

VlwthB 0 in= of the I aced<etuomans 
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ttip subject of tho work m band, and by bis oratory 
inclined the voices of the people in his favour, but the 
other m three words , “ O, Athenians, what, this man «\\s 
I will do "* When Ciceiow as in the height and heat of on 
eloquent hm angue many were struck w ith adimrahon , but 
Cato only laughed,'' saying “We have a pleasant consul ” 3 
let it go before, or coinc after, ,i good sentence or a thing 
well said, is alwai s m season , it it neither suit well with 
what went before, nor bas nineb coherence with what 
follows uftei, it is good in itself i nin none of those who 
think that good rhyme make's a good poem let him make 
short ! owg. and long short if lie will, ’tis no great matter , 
if there be invention, and th.it the wjt and judgment have 
-well performed then offices, I will say, here’s a good poet,, 
but an ill rhimer 

" Lmnncta nans, (luma componere versa- ’ ' 

Let a man, says Horace, dnest bis work of all method and 
measure, 

“ itinpora cert i motlosque, et, quod pnns online verhiuu est, 
Viwwnw fanas, pt v).u7ifeii- ultima inarms 
Invcuins ct.1n.1n disjccti membra poeta.,’ 1 

lie will never the more lose himself foi that, tho very pieces 
will be fine by themselves Menander's answer bad this 
meaning who being reprov ed by a fncrnl, the time drawing 
•j*i at w hsch he had puwaised a comedy, that he bad not vet 
fallen in hand with it, “It is made, and ready,” said he, 
“ all but the verses ’ ‘ Having contru cd the. subject, and 
disposed the scenes in lus fauev, he took little cai e for the 
rest Smc- Ron sard and Hu Bella] have giv en reputation 
to onr French poesy, every little dabbler fox aught I see, 

1 Plutarch, Instructions to Statesmen, c 4 
- Plutarch Life of C ito, e o - Ridiculum coh-tIcih 

^ * “Of delicate humour, but of rugged versification ’’ — Hohaca, 

* “Take aw av certain rln tluns and measure- uul change the 
otlcr of the words ywltiu" that “ U'cU should lie tir»i last ei’dtho 
li't fir-t, still these misplaced memlierv Imv e all the elements of 
poetry ''—Horace, hat , i 4, 5S 

* I'lutirch, Whether the \thenmns more evcelkd in Amis or in 
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sy ells his words -is high and makes Ins cadences verynetr 
as harmonious as they Pins sonnt qitam valet 1 * I'or 
the vulgar there were never so man) poetasters as now 
but f.}ii>j„b ties find it no hard matter to imitate fhwr 
rhvnv thev iet fall infinitely short of imitating the neh 
df'cnj tions of the one and the delicate invention of the 
other of these masters 

But what will become of our young gentleman if he he 
ittacl- cd with tht sophistic subtlety of some syllogism? 
* A Wettphcilu ham makes a man drink drink quenches 
thirst, therefore a Westphalia ham quenches thirst 
Why let him laugh at it, it will he more discretion to do 
so than to go about to answer it ‘ or let him borrow this 
pleasant evasion from Aristippus Whv should I trouble 
mvself t untie that which liound ts it is gives me so 
much trouble 1 One offering at this dialectic jugalmg 
against Clnnthps, Chrvsiipns took him short saving 

Eooerve the*e haul les to plav with children and do not 
In such fooleries ffnen tlu. srnous thoughts of a man of 
tears H these ridiculous snbtlcties ' contortd, et 
acnleata *-ophismata J as Cicero calls them are designed 
to possess him with an untruth they arc dangerous but if 
tlier rignifi no more than only to mal o him laugh I do 
not see wh v a id an need to be fortified against, them There 
are some so ridiculous as to go a lade out of their way to 
book in a line word Aut qui non verba rebus aptant sed 
re> extnnsecus arcessunt quihus verba convenient “ And 
as another =av8 Qui alicujus verbi decorc placentas 
vocentur ad id qnod non proposuerant s cnbere I f° r 
my part rather bring in a fine sentence by head and 
shoulders to fit m) purpose than divert my designs to 
hunt after a sentence On the contrary words are to 
serve and to follow a man s purpose and let Gascon 

1 * More «ound Shan ^en^e — Seneca Xp 40 

* Idem ibid 40 3 D o 0 enes Lacrtins n 5® 

4 Hem vn. 183 Cicero Acad li 24 

* M ho i!o not fit i ord= to the subject but «eeh out for thing 
quite from tf <• purj o-c to ft the words — QtlNTIt f VS nn 3 

Ml o 1 j their fondue s of sane fine sounding 'S ord are 
tpiujted to something thev lia 1 no intention to treat of ’ — SEN EC A, 
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come in pi it where French will not do I would haic 
things) so excelling, and so who! I t possessing tlio iinngmn- 
tiou of him that heirs, that he should ha\c something else 
to do, than to tlirnk of words Tlio waj of speaking that 
I lme, 1% natural and plain, the same m wnting ns in 
speatmg, and a smewj and muscular waj of oxpi casing a 
man’s self short and pithy, not so elegant and artificial ns 
prompt and vehement , 

" Hiw demum sapiet dictio, qua fenct , * l * 
rather hard than wearisome , free from affectation , 
irregular, incontmuous and bold, wheie os cry piece 
makes up «m entire bodj , not like a pedant, a preacher, 
ot a pleadei, hut rather a soldier-like sti le, as Suetonius 
calls that of Tulius Ciesnr, and jet I see no reason wh) he 
should call it so 5 I haie ever been iendv to imitate the 
negligent garb, which is yet observable amongst the ioung 
meu of our time, to weir niy clonk on one shoulder, mj 
caji on one side, a stocking iu disorder, which seems to 
express a kind of hnughtt disdain of tln.se exotic orna- 
ments, and a contempt ot the utifiual, but I find this 
negligent* of much bettei use in the form of speaking 
All affectation, particularly m the Fduk h gnieti and 
freedom, it, ungrateful in a enuitiei, nnd m a monnichv 
eieri gentleman ought to he fashioned aceoidiug to the 
court model , for which reason, an case nnd natural negli- 
gence does well I no more like a web wheie the knots 
and seams are to he seen, tlinn a fine figute, so delicate, 
that a mail mat tell all the l>oues and veius “ Qua xeii- 
tati operain dat oratio, mcomposita sit ct simplex " 3 * 
“Quis accurate loquitur, nisi qui vult putide loqiu 5 ’’ 1 
That eloquence prejudices the subject it would advance, 

1 “That has most weight nnd wisdom which pierees the car 
Epitaph on Lucan, in Fahncns, Biblioth T at , n 10 

* Montaigne's diflicullj arose from the mipertect text licfoie 
turn — “Lloqncutui milit'm, <|ua re xut trtjuavit,’ &c , wherev. 
thf proper reading is “ Eloquent in, militanque re, ant a. quant,’ 
&c Suetonius, Life of Julms Cn <«r, c IS 

1 “Let the language that is dedicated to tiuth he plain nnd 
unaffected Sexecx, bp ,40 

* “ For w ho studies to speak, too accuratclj , that <lo< s not nt the 

same time design to perplex his auditor} ’ ’ — Idem, Ep , 75 
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that wlirlh attrirttmti u <lf Anl as in our nutm tr *1 
lnl u *!*■ i n IkuI 7 iv <ffi_munfv to <In»ti» f .ui>-h ottts>hi>i 
5 ' i I '‘rt i ul ir an 1 unusual garb or fit-lit n * i in Inn 
t stub n w ybri 15 * s tnl io vorU tint ir> 

nt f nrr 1 1 n jn c K from a j turn! ind ‘•rhnli'-ti 
tin! it t n I Ik* Iquh} t> «-prik no oth*r faru ni,o 

tlim vb it t« s| Lenin th> mirl't jfcirr of Paris' Ari to 
I iron --ill _r itinnrnn w«juit out wJmnlicn.prtlKnlc’d 
f ji urts f r lu jlun wax «f d Iwnng him*- If nnj Hit 
1 vigil t liis rit r. win h was onlvpor-picuih of sp icli 
Tli unit in iu i rls hv t« own finliti immediatclv 

•disjw r lv its It ihr lull i whi lo [ oj !«. but tl:o imitation 
uivititin aulfith ipplunt, tlio «, itorli is of a slower 
iriTi s lh ^on rilit\ uf r vlcrs for 1m mg found a 
hV rilt *rr\ miMaWnh imzinc tli v bnx % tlv »w* 
I o h in I insi ]e •rnj win n is f«m «. in 1 smews are never to 
Ijo I orr we*l tin ulots ir<l outuird omimrnt that i« 
"i nls m 1 (*1 < uti« ii in it Mo t ol tho e I comi'pw* with 
«|K>ik tin ‘im timptu. Ilierewnt. lint whether tln.\ 
t'liul tli Mine thought-* I cannot sir TV Athenian 
ii-* Plato <tud\ fulness and cleg-incx of speaking the 
Lacidui) mins aff. et hnnti anil those of Cr< to to mn 
more at the fminJiti of c inception than the fertilit \ of 
s{ > nh mil the c are tin* licst 7 t no n«eil to sir that In. 
lnd two *.orts of disciples our that he rilled 91 \1Aoy01 r 
curious to learn things and the e were Ins fn ountes th 
oilier \cyo$ V iw tbit cared for nothing but worde l\ot 
lh it fine speaking is not a u.n eood and commendable 
quiliti , hut not «o excellent and so nei p san as some 
would tnal e it , and I am scaodalured that on r whole lift 
should lc spent in nothing che I would fir t understand 
mv own language and that of mv nuuhhonrs m th whom 
most of mv I usiiu-s and conversiliuu lie* 

Xo doubt hut Greek and Latm are verv great ornament 
and of verv great u*-e hut we l»m them too deir I will 
"here discover one wiv which has beta experimented in my 
own person In which thev are to lie had liet ter cheap ind 
such miv make us>- of it as a ill SIt late father having 
made the most precise inqinn that any min could pos»iUv 

1 D ngene- Laeruu. v 17 2 btobui Serin mn 
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make amongst, men of tlie grtatest learning and judgment, 
of an exact method of education, wisbv them cautioned ot 
this inconvenience then in u*e ami made to believe, that 
the tedious time ire applied to the learning of the tongues 
of them who had them for nothing, was the side cause we 
* ould not arrive to the grandeur of soul and perfeition of 
knowledge, of the ancient Greeks and Roman* I do not, 
however, believe that to be the unh cause However, the 
expedient my fathei found out for this wis that m mv 
infancy, and before I began to syw-iik he cumin ill nl me to 
the care of a German, who since (bed a faai m& phwcian 
m France, totallv ignorant of our language, but very fluent 
and a great critic in Latin Tim. miu whom he had 
fetched out of his own country and whom he entertained 
with a very great salarv for this only end had me con- 
tinually with him to bun there were also jouu d two others, 
of inferior learning, to attend me, and to relieve him who 
all of them spoke to me in no other languige but Latin 
As to the lost of his family it was in iu\iolalle rule that 
neither himself, nor my mother, mm nor maid, should 
speak am flung in mv comp ins, but such Latin words as 
every one had" learned onh to "abide with me 1 It is not 
to be imagined how great an advantage this proved to the 
whole f.mulv , my fathm aud mv mother to this, means 
learned Latin enough to understand it perfectlv well, and 
to speak it to such a degree as was sulkuent tor am 
necessiri use, as also Ihose of the servants did who were 
most frequently with me In short, we Lituied it at such 
a rate, that it overflowed to all <1ip uenzhbounu" Villases 
where there vet remain tliat lime e*t abli shed themselves 
by custom sec erol Latin appellations of arti'-'ous and tlieir 
tools As tor what concerns mvself, I was above •ov vears 
of age before I understood either French or Pengordiu, 
auv more than Arabic, and without art book irrammnr, 
oi precept whipping or the expense of a tear I had bv 
that tune learned to sjie.ik as pure Latin as mv master 
luinselt, for Iliad no means of mixing it up with auv other 
If, foi example they wen. to give me a theme after the 

1 The e in-caro* are the Vv-i- nt a small volume hv the -Vbl't 
Mangm “Education dc Mont'iiyae , o« L Art d cn 'signer lc 
Latin 1 1 instar des mere' I i tines * 
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college fashion thev gave it to others in French hut to me 
thev wort to give it in bad Intin to turn it intothatwhicli 
•was g<wl And iNicholas Grouchy who wrote a boot De 
Civtnitus Romnnorura William Guereute who wrote a 
comment upon Aristotle George Buchauan that great 
Scotch poe and Mark Antony Muret (w horn holli Trance 
and Italv have acknowledged for the best orator of his 
tune) lm domestic tutors have all of them often told me 
that I had in mv infancy that language so very fluent 
and readv that thev were afraid U> enter mto discourse 
with me And partienlarlv Buchanan whom I since saw 
attending the late Marescbal de Bn^ar then told me that 
hew is about to write a treatise of education the example 
of which lie intended to take from mine for lie was then 
tutor to that Count de Bnssac who afterwards proved so 
valiant and so brave a gentleman. 

As to Creek of which 1 have but a mere smattering mv 
father also designed to have it taught me bj a device but 
a new one and 1>\ waj of sport tossing our declensions to 
•tud fio after the manner of tho'C who Iw certain games 
at tables and chess learn geometry and inthmehc For 
he amongst other rule had been advised to make me 
relish s leace and dutv bv an unforced will and of mi own 
volunUn motion and to educate mv soul in all libertj and 
delight without any seventy or constraint which he was 
an observer of to such a degree e en of superstition if I 
mar cav so that some being of opinion that it troubles and 
disturbs the brains ot children suddenly to wake them in 
the morning and to snatch them violently and over hastily 
from sleep ( wherein they are much more profoundly 
involved than we) he caused me to be nahened by the 
sound of some musical instrument and was never uopro 
videl of a musician fur that purpose By this example 
vou inav judge of the rest this alone being sufficient to 
recommend both the prudence and the affection of so good 
a father who is Dot to be blamed if he did not reap fruits 
answerable to so exquisite a eultnre Of this two things 
wore the cause first a sterile and improper soil for 
thougn 3 was of a strong and healthful constitution and 
of a disposition tolerably sweet and tractable vet X was 
withal so hear i idle and indispo^d that thev could not 
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rouse me from my slotli, not e\eu to get me out to pint 
What- 1 saw, I saw clearly enough, and uudor this heavy 
completion nourished a bold imagination, and opinions 
above my nge I had a slow wit, tli it a ould go no faster 
than it was led, i tardy understanding, a languishing 
invention, and al>oie all, mcredible defect of menu-iy , so 
that.it is no wonder, if from all these nothing considerable 
could he extracted Secondly , like those, who, impatient 
of a long .itid steady cure, submit to all sc-tts of piescrip- 
tions and recipes the good man Lcmg extreme) y timoiouc 
of any way foiling in ft thing bo had so wholly set his hem t 
upon, suffered himself at lost to In. ovemiled by the 
common opinions which always follow their leader ns a 
flight of cranes, and complyiug with the method of the 
tamo, having no more those persons he had In ought out of 
Italy, and who had given lnm the first model of education, 
about him he sent me at biv j ears of nge to the Co lb go of 
Guienne, nt that tame the best and most flourishing in 
France And theie it was not possible to add anything 
to the care he hud to provide me tlie most able tutors, with 
all other cucumstanres of education, reserving also seier.il 
particular Tides contnuj to the college practice, but so it 
was, that with all these* precautions it iwa a college stall 
My Latin immediately gicw wmupt, of wbnli also by 
discontinuance I have since lost all m mnci of ir-e , so that 
this new way of education served me to no othei end, than 
only at my first eomiDg to prefer me tu the first foinis , for 
at thirteen y ears old, that I came out of the college, I had 
run through my whole couiso (as they call it), and, ra 
truth, without any niannpi’ o£ advantage, that I <an 
honestly bmg of, m nil tins time 

The hret thing that ga\e me any taste for VioLs was 
the ple>sute I took ui reuling tlie fables of Ov id's Meta- 
morphoses, and with them I avas so taken, that being hut 
scion or eight years old, I would steal from all other 
diversions to rend them, both bv reason that this was 
my own natural language, the easiest book that I was 
acquainted with, and foi the sulqect, the most accom- 
modated to the capacity of my age foi as foi Lam elot of 
the Lake, Amadis of Ganl, Huon of Bouleaux, and such 
truuipeiy, which children are most delighted with, I had 
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never so nw fc ia heard their names no more than I ret 
know whit th v contain so exact ms the discipline 
i.Ij r in I vi J roiiirht up But this mas enough to unit 
in n H 1 t the rtlier lesions that n ere prescnbttl me ini 
h r it was infinite !v to mv advantage to have to do with 
an mi h retail ling tutor whoTerv well knew di B ercetl' to 
c ninvc at this and other traantnes of the same nature 
f r bv tin"' means I ran through Virgil sJTtud nnd then 
Ten in e and then PI tutus and tl en =omc Italian comedies 
illnrcJ 1 1 tlie «weetnc e of tlio subject whereas had In. 
Wui s" foolish as to have taken me off tins diversion I do 
reall v lx. In re I Lad broni'ht nothing an rftum the college 

but a Intro 3 of hooks na almost nil our vounc ccntleroen 
do Blit he cam' d linn elf Ter> discredit m that business 
seeming to take no notice and allowing me onlv such time 
os I could steal front mr other regular studio* wJ ich 
whetted mi np] etitc to deTOur those hooks For tlie ihief 
things mv father expected from tin ir endeavour* to whom 
]ic 1 a 3 delirt red me for education were affability and "** 0 1 
humour and to «av the truth mr manners had no other 
vice 1 ut sloth and want of mettle The fear was not (hit I 
should do ill but that I should do nothing noboda pro" 
nosticaicd that I should lie wicked but only useless thev 
foresaw idleness but no mabcc and I find it falls Out 
naordmglv The complaints I hear of luvself are tl e e 
He is idle cold in the offices of friendship and relatmu 
and m tho c of the public loo particular too disdainful 
But the most mjiinons do not say Why has he taken 
such a thing "Whv ha^ he not paid such an one but 
Whv does he pan with nothing Wlir does he not 
give And I should take it for a favour tlut men would 
espect from me no greater effects of supererogation than 
the«e But tbcj arc unjust to exact from me what I do 
not t we for more ntjoronslv than tht y require from other 
that which thev do owe In condemning me to it ther 
efface the gratification of the action aud deprive me of the 
gratitude that would It mv due for it v\I ercas the active 
well dom« ought to 1 c of so much the greater value froai 
mv hands bv how much I Lave never been pi save that 
way j.t *>11 I can the more freely dispose of mi fortnne 
he more it is mine aud of mv*elf the more I am mv own 
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Nevertheless, if I were good at setting out mj own actions, 
I could, perndventure, vtrv well repel these reproaches, 
and could give some to understand, that they are not so 
much offended, th it I do not enough, as that I am able to 
do a meat deal more than I do 
Tetforall this homy disposition of mine, mr mind, when 
retired into itself was not altogether -without strong move- 
ments solid and clear judgments about those objects it 
could comprdieud, and could nlsu without any helps, digest 
them , hut amongst other thing*:, I do 1 ealli belies o it li id 
been tot illy impossible to have made it to submit In 
violence and force Shall I heie acquaint jou with one 
facultv of mi \outh I had great assurance of coun- 
tenance and flesibilitv of voice and gesture, in applying 
inv «elf to am part I undertook to act for befoie — 
u Alter nb iindroimn tnm im vjv cepcrnf annua, ' 1 

I plated the thief j-arts m the Latin tragedies of Buchanan, 
Guerente, and JTnret that were picsented in our college of 
Gtueune with gnat digmtv , now Anditas Goseanus our 
principal, as in all otLer ports of his chaige, was, without 
comparison the best of that eniplovmnit in France, and I 
was looked upon as one of the best actois ’Tis ail exercise 
that I clu not dmppiove in ioiing people of condition , and 
I have since seen our princes, iftor the i sample of some 
of the ancients in j«>rson handsomely and counnendabh 
jitiform tin. so eitrcn.es , it was eveu lllovud to person?, of 
quo lit j to make n profession of it in Greece "Aiistom 
tragn o attori rem apent huic et genus et fortuua honest i 
eraut n»i uts, quia nihil tale apud Grrecos pudorz est, eu 
deformahat ’ * Nav I have always taxed those with im- 
peitinence who condemn these entertainments and with 
injustice those who refuse to admit such comedians as are 
worth seeing luto our good towns, and grudge the people 
that public diversion Well-governed coiporations take 
care to assemble their citizens, not only to the solemn 

1 “I had just entued on nn twelfth vcor " — ^ iren , httenj , S9 

* “He imparted tin® nftair to Ansto tlw tragedian, a nun of a 
good familj and fortnn<*, wliuh did neither of them reccne am 
blemish bi that profession , nothing of flu* hind being leputed a 
disparagement in Greece Li\ l , ami 21 
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iutu 5 nt <1 i iin l»nt nI ♦ 1 > *-j- ri«. .in I vj-tf"* J ^ 1i» 
nit > n in I in Jtl'litji nuiii «*« 1 I v j* nut !* -i i« - 
in tfi r J - itih 1* -ill *w< 1 \innr nrlirlf lwltn' ihr 
in r i n tl in vvhi* j-r' tiii' 1 m lU- dfurj/n , 
in f in It n mltn | *t in* if tin Mij<r tin mur^ntn 

him- It \i 1 1 i*<r im ] irl vl, t\niif it r i- jjnU 

ill it tli f rm *.}n.rijl <■ wi tmir« In- f* pi’ fit fir* 
<• ti t ij- n «i f | i* m »1 u «vlm «■!. nil') fr' *mn irn! 
sin' so y [ ut «i«. i ui* •> tli n '•h< nil!" it» itr* v t n < t<~l for 

<«<) li t nti -t iiuiDi nth if lutl In <tn rj tli' in ir mi twir <. nit t 

}*■«•»«* *' « «« 

*1 i r turn f«i mv *>iihjM (li n h not inn* H« .ilittrtr? 
tin rj|»tit mi) ifTii’Hoii*- '•tlimn- job mil «* luitlmm 
! ill m I,, in i*- * Jid fl *>*Ji h»»n*s 1 1 dint of tin. h-b 
i hi |>ii 'tli. inlli irp krllnlof liirmiu to l> • p ' lir r* no 
so <lo v It iiu «lumU wwt null Mi it vithth'iu Hit 
ill tin tli* m • »t 
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'Til not Phillips r> ivon tluil w<. attribute fntlht) 

of 1 etwf an«I < riin^s of jicrsmsion to snnpficiti and igno 
ranee , fir I fine) I lino Iinnl lv.li f comput'd <o the 
impression of » 6»'il upon the soul mIih.Ii In hov much 
softer nnd of less n siatftUCt it n is (lie more oisr to lx 1 
nuprt.9«ed upon Ul ncie-’O f*st hni-cm m hl'n,ponden- 
bammpo-ofis dopnnti hk aiumum perspicms udere ’ 1 Br 
how ninth the soul is more empti and vntliont counterpoise 
with »i jnuJi jjmtcr ficddj it yields under the irewrlit of 
the first pet suasion And this is (lie reason tli it children 
tho common people, women and eukfolk'- ire most apt t<> 

1 \s tire “tile of the Imhncr mne| ^newai n> the nm^ht lint 
prcs-M it down, to tlie unml niu«t nf ncco^itv \ icl 1 to dull oris! ra 
uon -CtCFro, A-(ttf , li li 
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lie led by the ears But then, on the other-hand, 'tisa foolrh 
presumption to slight and condemn all times forfake that 
do not njipc u to ns prohible , which is the or dinar} mee of 
snob -u. fancy them st lies wiser than their neighbours' I 
•fcas myself once one of those, and if I heard talk of dead 
fnlhs walking, of prophecies, enclantiuuits, witchcrafts, or 
anr other story X had no mind to l>elicy e 

“Soninm, t errors nngico*, muncnls, ‘■•qris, 

Nottnnwis lenmres, portentaque The--«ali.” 1 * * 4 

I presently pitied the pool peoplethat were abused by those 
follies Tllierm* I now find, that I my self was to be pitied 
as ranch, at least, as the} , not that •■Nponente has taught 
we anything to alter 111} former opinions, though inr 
curiosity has endeavoured that wav, but reason has in- 
structed me, that thus resolutely to condemn am tbmg fn, 
false aud impossible, is arrogant)} and unpiomlj to cn- 
cumsciibe and hunt the will of God, and the power of our 
Wutliei nature, within the bounds of m\ own capacity, than 
winch no follv can be greater If no give the names >•{ 
monster sad miriiUo to even th.ng oar reason cannot com. 
pichend how mnny arc continually picsented before our 
ores 9 let us but* consider through wlmt clouds, and as 
it were groping in the dnrlc mu teachers load us to the 
knowledge of most of the things about ns . assuredly we 
shall find that it is rntlar custom than knowledge that lakes 
away tlioir strangeness — 

' Jam nemo, fessns sntimisquc imlendi, 

Suspirerc m cnJi di^imtur loud a templa," 5 

and that if those things wore now newly presented to ns, wo 
should think them as incredible, if not more, than any others 
“Si nunc jmwum mortal i1>u-< vbint 
E\ imprnu-0, si 'int objwta repent*, 

Nil iursi*- In 1 ' rebus potent imralnle dici, 

Aut minus elite quod mdircnt fore credere gentts ’ s 

1 “tlrentn-., tu'icic terrors nixnels, m-ee-es, Lnlsgob'-rs, and 

The'S-aliau prodime ' — Hoi vci , Tyi , 11 2, 20^ 

5 “ eary of tin. sunlit, non no one deigns to look up to lieiven s 
lucid temples LucREllLS, n 1017 The t0\< Ins inhale nrfentfi 

4 Lucretius, u I0d7 The sen' e of the passage is in the pretedinj 

sentence 



HUM TO Ml \MJU Time S' 


rjnf- } 


H tli it 1ml r t- ii a nr. r in inn «l ti < jirv h m> t 
Titli 4 Utli d - 10 1 tl* ^r< hj ,t (Lit t'liit Inn fillin 
i^itl in irJ»i t.1-4^ " L<nclnlf *lii ( ii-i mi tli it nitttp 
nuli f tli hnl 


1/ in in»t nl ji > tuij *(.i i«ht i ir k ns 

\t 1 *r I i n.ju u Irtsr <t nti r i- ile „ <•-< mm 
MlVU t 1 1 MsUl «Vt» V'* 1 \rmuitnl" 

( <>i«u Him u»l« rwB4*Min t ual inun n<vjnc t limnn 
tiir n [n re juimnt ntion ° cinim r rum «]tn« r mpr 
nil nt TI> non rltv nth'rtlwn !h ijt lire •.oftlmH." 
t mj ** n t> inquire in*o their rau«* IV nr t«ju«lu 
tuth m r r.ier m* ini with eitV*r acl-mwl sf^nicnt of 
* ur own urn >rtnc tad lufinuiti of thr juflmts ]*ntr ot 
nit nr. H« i nnnn unlit* It tlmu- nr-' th re te tified hi 

jh-hij k rortbr of fnili winch if n run it ]- rsmle one 
•* 1 ms 1 >l«f !r toUliiM vt on.lit it lci«t tMu'ici’th tn 
iu ntikj-rie for to eon kmn tli m i* imj » *ibk i !«■■* 
tom rm>u* { resumption to j.r< tend to limit the utmost 
ImiinrU of j it ilm Di<l wo nJith uni. Titan 1 thr di f - 
frnn. V nut th« m»pft««M*‘an'hlw itmisinl nudUtwiU 
that v Inch is runtnn to (lie «nl< r mU tour=c of natire 
mi 1 eontr>n to the common oj imon of in. n in notl-cli.'vnu 
ri'hlr ind on tlm other h-uid in not U in.: too incredulous 
we *.lmti!d ol «orvc the nils of Jic ijmt! nua t mi tuned In 
Ctulo 

W hen we find in Froi' 1 - irt tli it tlio Count d«. Foil. ' Inew 
in 1501111 the (Icf. it of John Hinj of Civile it Jut troth 
the nett d n if ter it hij pened iml tl e meins Iw winch he 

* V httfe rutr ee’n» W him wlio his no P icui \ Inner me 
fl mif*l»t\ «troiTn in I w> with otl er ll m -s_i tren n n m— ■ ini 
tl «i„ -»i i “’trs .icato t uf tl e land tli- 1 n A t knew t -re-Ur — 

I t-rt ETit - u OH 

3 ' Ti in,-- w fntmhir tom. n «■ mini® 1 1 1rin„ ottoi <een 

t-othittlici m ltlier adiinrc norircmniu itimhont tlun? tliei 
diilr «et Ciclio !>• \nlvri D"'f 111 n >s 
3 Mtj ii mi Vn»w»tle w h’-. Pltinio t%T %i o-ty 12 ■'nil 
rimi (\nt Hit hi m rij> t } i ent, tin n ntim t« Ctulo fl 
Toes |>j r.-i.rtiu mi the 1 Uc of Tl ii lit. i <^.41 I «t 
I " -iftcn' ar 1 xcnlio- u to ''don tn hi Life ol inion 111 i 

'•« 01 It Ins been ilMifttnlnted to other 
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tells us lie came to do ao, -we may be allowed to be a little 
meirr at it, as also at -wliat orn annals report, tint Pope 
Hnnorius, tlie same dat that King Philip Augustus died at 
Mantes, performed his public obsequies at Borne, and com- 
manded fcho like throughout Italy , tlie testimony of those 
authois not being, perhaps of autbonty enough to restrain 
us But what if Plutarch, besides sea era] examples that he 
produces out of antiquity, tells us, lie knows of certain 
knowledge, that in tlie time of Diirmtian, the nows of the 
battle lost In Antony in Germany, was published at Borne, 
m.ini dai s’ jolirnei fiom thence, and dispersed throughout 
the 1111010 iroild, tlie same dai it w as fought and if Cre*<ir 
was of opinion that it has often happened, that the report 
Ins picceded the incident, 1 shall we not saw that these 
simple people hate suffered them Belies to be deton ed with 
the a ulgur, foi not luting been so clear-sighted is we 9 Is 
theie am thing mine delicate, more dem, more sprightly, 
than Plmy’s yudgmi nt, when he isplcised to set it to work ■* 
Aui tiling more remote from vanity 1 Setting aside his 
learning, of which I make less account, m which of these 
evcellcuees do am of us excel him 5 And yet there is 
scarce a v oung schoolboy that does not torn iet liim of un- 
ti nth, and that pretends not to instruct him in the progress 
of the works of nntuie 

AVkeu we read m Boiubet the miracles of St Bulan's 
relics, away with them ln« authont' is not sufliuient to 
deprive us of the libertv of contradicting him , hut gene- 
rath and offhand to condemn all suchlike stories, seems to 
me n siugulnr impudence That great St Augustin ' testifies 
to have scen a blind child recover sight upon tbu relics of 
St (ten .use and St Frotasms at Mil in , a woman at Car- 
thage cured of a cancer, hi the sign of the cross made upon 
her ha a woman newly baptized, Hespenus a familiar 
friend of Ins to have driven uwny tlie spirits that haunted 
ln« house, with a little caith of the sepulchre of our Xord , 
which earth, being atso tnuisjKirted theuce into the church, 
n p unh tic to have tlmre been suddenh cured bv it , a woman 
in a procession, having touched St Stephen's slirine with a 
nosegnv , and rubbing her ey es with it, to have recovered 

1 On it M uv, iu 3G 5 Bo Cn Pei, vxn S 
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]) r sight 1 tiwmn irsl f r with i .(r-Toflnrmu-ul s 
of win li li |r f * linn*- K 1 1 )n ■ i«» n m * rctrtti *■ 
x it hit shill w* m m him (»|(j th tun Jjr It } jfcJioj 
\<n lit- n 1 M minimis lx lii *>f «Jw m Ii< »|| 1 > <l»» 

ii nli >f th s llanos Shill it 1* i r igw Mnn stinjli di 
tilludilv r i f tin I ns tnnl imj >«* nr» 7*- 1 m Ulan iiott 

Inn i, - « imj it 1 at is t i think hum IT e< nip iril li tu (h in 
in tirlu 1 1 n I intuit jn 1|! mint oriiHV I nnl t>f jm rf<< 
ii It Qui tit ritim in unit iin iifl* Mil m-A am tontui* 
nn fniuipnt li t j n unijti n of gn.it iluiiri rand 
ons |« n U il< th il nnl i* merit' it dn«s att< r it 
to i nt inn wlnt in I > n t <• in) n hind Iirnft* r at nnl 
tm, t> unir tun mi l* r t m.liinj \«i Inu < *.1 ibhchcd the 
htntlsol truth uulirr r uul tint rfter* inlr then .ipj < ir*» 
l tin in ujnii u it of lx In uui stringer things th in tloe 
ion hi\* i nt rt )nt< 1 nn an ulr< i li oblige 1 to quit tour 
hiuits Non tint whiih ‘■tons to tin so mmlt t<* ill or lei 
our mm iiRiiMu tin mini notions Wi nn non inioiumung 
tt huicu i- tin* C itlmli* s Jc.|K.rr»iw' k> irwli with tlnn 
lx. Inf Th i fnnn tin \ ippeir inodintt mul trite, n n n 
thu ftrint to tliur r»] j<.>uents som* «»f th* articles m qu« 
tn iv but besides tint tliti do not discern wlnt idviufci.t 
it t*s to those u tlh wlioni i a (out* ml. t > l>egin to git c ground 
and to retire aivl lion inuiU tins uniui iti8 our cniiin to 
foil n\ hib Mon tin t urtielts which tliei sclict is things 
indifferent, are vomotmiov <>f \<.n gnat importance 0 
nr< either u hull i mil ill nlutele to submit mneehes to tin 
nutlumti of our utils,] udxsd i oliti or tot ilh throw off nil 
obcdiciwe to it tis not for ns to d< toiniui wh it md how 
tnueli obednne* we owe to it xbid this I cm sae us hailin' 
msvilf made trial «f it that ha nrigformcrli t'tKn thebber!' 
ot ill) OlHi swing and fancy and omittodor cr*gli clod certain 
rules of the dismplint of our Church which seemed to me 
i mi and range tommjy nfterwards to disi ourse of it with 
li irned men I hare found those b line things to be bmlf 
upon ser) good aud solid ground and strong foundation 
and that nothing but blupiditi uad ignorance mikes us 
receive them with leas reveieuct* than thy rest ^ h> do we 

‘ W Jio though thri should en e me no reason for what the) 
•Mlirni com wet me with tbeir nlc author: t\ — CiCEltO. Tisc. 
<?ns,i 21 
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not consider what contra dictions we find m our own jude 
jnents, how manr things sew yesterday articles of oin 
ftutli, th.it to-day ap}>eir no other than fables 9 Qlorr and 
ounositj are the scourges of the* soul, the last prompts us 
to thi list our noses into evervthing the other forbids us to 
leai e aut thing doubtful and undecided. 


CHAPTER XXVII 

OF FB It 3. Osa IF 

Having comidered the pioccedmga of a painter that 
serves me. I had n mmd to imitate Ins wav He chooses 
the fullest place and middle of am "all, oi junel, ulicicm 
to <lran it picture irhn h he finishes with Lw «tiar>5 t one 
and ait, and the i acuity about it be fills with grotesques, 
winch aie odd fantastic figures without mi grate but v Iiat 
they derive from their variety, and the estraiagancc of 
then shapes And in truth, what are these tilings I 
scribble, oflai than grotesques and monstrous bodies 
made of \ -moits parts, without am certain figure, or am 
otliei than occidental Older, rolurencp or proportion 9 
‘ De-umt in pv«ccni innlicr foriDO^i snpenie 1 
lu fins -second piut I go hand m hand with tnj painter, 
but fall it rv slioit of lnm in the first and the better, mi 
power of handling not bemg such, tint I dare to offer at a 
noli piece find' polished, and =et off according f o art I 
line theiefore thought fit to borro" one of Estieune dp la 
Beetle, and such a one m shall houom and idorn fill the 
rest of in\ work — linmel' > u discourse that he called Voliin 
tin Servitude , but smec those who did not Itncro him 
hai e properly enough cillod it “ Le coutre Tin " He wiole 
in his vouth * bt wa\ of essay, w honour of liberty against 

' “ \ tur " nninn in her upper form tcnmuitc m a link’s t-ul 1 
— Hor let J?r Jrti -Poftiirt, 4 
1 “Not heinr a- jet eighteen i Mfs old ” — Ihiitio'i of 25S3 
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tv rants ami it has since ran through the hinds of men of 
great leatmne ind judgment not without singular and 
minted < nnmcndation for it is finely written and as fall 
asduvthmi, can possiblv he And vet one mav confidently 
« i? it is tar short of what be was able to do and if in that 
mor mature ige wherein I had the happiness to know him 
he had taken a design like this of mine to commit Ins 
thought's to writing we should have seen a great nnnv 
rare things and sut h is would hare gone vci} near to 
have mall d the 1 eat vm tings of antiquity for in natural 
parts csjcnallv I know no man comparable to him But 
he lms loft m thing behind him save this treatise only 
(and that t «* 1 j chmre for I believe he never saw it 
after it. first went out of his bands) and some observations 
up in that edict of January 1 made famous bj our cml 
w irs whuh also shall el<wrhcrc poradventure find a place 
Thu c v ere all I could recover of his remains I to whom 
with so affer tionatc a remembrance upon his deathbed he 
by his lai-t will > equeathed Ins library and papers the 
little book of Ids works onlj excepted which I committed 
to the press And this particular obligation I have to 
tlus treatise of lus that it was the occasion of mv first 
coming acquainted with him , for it was show e<l to me 
long before I lud the good fortune to know him and 
gave me the first knowledge of Ins name proving the first 
can e e and foundation of a friendship which we afterwards 
improved and m untamed so long as God was pleaded to 
continue us together c o perfect inviolate and entire that 
certainly the like is hardlj to be found in storv and 
amongst the mm of thus ace there is no sign nor trace of 
anv sncli thing m u c e *o much concurrence is required 
to tho building of such a one that tis much if fortune 
bring it hut once to puss m three ages 

There is nothing to which nature =eems so much to have 
inclined us as to bociet) , and Ynstotle =ays 3 that the 
good legislators had more respect to friendship th m to 
justice Now the most supreme pome of it* perfection is 

loS 7 i Inch granted to the Unguenots the public exercise of 
then religion 

3 1 im I«m 1 Frederic Morel 

’More! nlNiconac tin 
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Hus foi general Ji, ill *li«se tint pleasure, juofit, public 
or innate interest cicate and nourish, aie so unn.li the less 
beautiful and generous, and so numb the loss friendships, 
bi how tnm.li tliej Hire anotlici irw-e, and design and fruit 
m friendship, than itself Nutha do the four .uiuent 
lands, natural, social, bespit ibk. Venetian, either sepa- 
r.deh or jointly, mate up a, tiue and perfect friendship 
Tint of children to parents is rather 1 expect friendship 
is notinslicd by communication, winch cannot, l>\ reason 
ot the great (lisp inti, be betwixt these, hut would ratliei 
peilnps offend the dudes of undue , foi nuthei arc ali 
the secret thoughts of lathers fit to he communicated to 
children, kst it fagot an indecent launb«mt\ betwixt 
them, nox can the adaic.<j and rqn oofs, winch is one of 
the pnncipil offices of friendship, he pioperlf performed 
bj the son to the father There are sornt conn tiles whore 
twas the custom for children to Jill then fat he is , and 
othei', where the fathers killed then children, to amid 
then bring an lmjiednncnt one to another in hie,, and 
n.ituralh the « spectntmns of the one depend upon the 
nun of the other There hare burn gicat philosophers 
who have made nothing of tins tie of natme, as Aristippus 
for i>no, who being pie'sed home aoout the affection he 
owed to his dnldicn as being n>nc out of him, piesenfjy 
fell to spit, saving, that fins also <nme out of Inin and 
that wo also breed worms and lice, and thal otbu, that 
Plutarch endear oured to reconcile to his brotiin , s "f mace 
ntler the moie account of hun,” ulid he, ‘for coining out 
of tho smie hole ' This name of brother docs indeed 
can j with it a fine and delectable sound, Hnd foi that 
1 orison, no and I eillcd one nnothcr brothers but the cotu- 
pluatiou of mteiests, the division of estates, and that the 
wealtn of chi one should bo the porerti of the of her, 
strangelj relax and weaken the fraternal tie brothers, 
pin suing then fortune and ada lueemout hi the same path, 
’tis liaidlj possible, but tbej uinst of acrn&sity often jostle 
iml hinder one another Bus id i s, why is it ne<- esb.in that 
tlio emiespCHidonee of manners, parts, and inclinations, 
winch begets the tnie and perfect friendships, should 
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Lwrtms u. 31 


* On Brotlieily Loie, c 4 
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alwavs ra>‘ct in the c e relations ' Tlic father and tbe =de 
mar be of ipufr> cntitrtri humour-* and so of brothers he 
m iot on he is an brotlier, but he is passionate ill 
natural or a foul And moreover hr how much, these 
art* friend v hi[ s that tlie lair and natural obligation impose 
upon as so much less is there of onr own choice and 
vuluutarv freedom whereas that voluntary liberty of our* 
ha& no production more jirnrajitlv and pmperh its own 
than affection and friendship Not that I have not in my 
own person experimented all that, ran possibly be expected 
of that kind, haring had the beat and most indulgent 
father even to bis extreme old age that ever ras and 
who wis himself descended from a family for mam genera 
turns, fuaous and exemplary for brotherly concord 
Et ipse 

Notu. in fratres an inn paterm. 

VI e are not here to brine the lore we hear to women 
though it he an act of out own choice, into comparison 
nor ianh it with the others The fire c>f this I confers 

\eqn« enim e-t dca ne-cix iiO'tn 
l^nie 'Inlet in etins mi cet •un'inticm 

is more active more eager and more sharp but xntlial 
tis more precipitant, fickle moving and inconstant a fever 
subject to intermissions and jaroxvsms that has sfrired 
but on one part of us Whereas in friendship tis X 
general and universal fire but temperate and equal a 
constant, established heat all gentle and smooth without 
poignancy or roughness Moreover m love tis no other 
than frantic desire for that which flies from us 

Come tc"ne la lepre il cacnatore 
A1 frrdl , al caldo alia in mtogirv, ol hto 
Nf pin 1 e. tin ii,n che }*xr-a ' ede 
E =oI dietro a eln tu n se affrettx d i ietlc 4 

And I my^eli noted for paternal love to vards rar 1 rot her' 

— Hoimof ftfen .9. 6 

Nor ia tli e "o-Ide-a unknown to me who mice a pleading 
sorrow with my love •» flame — t, vtlcxlo lxvm 1 
* Xs tl e hunter pursue. the Irui- throu li cold and lie d over 
1 Maud dale 1 it so soon as it is taken an longer cares rent ntd 
cnilv deli Jits in ckanngthat which flees ironii im — Altiosro x 7 
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so soon os it enter* into tlw terms ot friendship, that i<5 
to ary, into a conctinence of dcsaes, it Tanislieb and js 
R one, I ruifaon destroys it, as baring onl) a fleshly - net, and 
bin,h a one as is subject to =ntiPt\ -Friendship on the 
rontrMT, ic enjojed proportion ft I il\ as it is desired, and 
only [{rows up. is nuuiibbed and mpiiwes b\ enjoyment 
as being of itself sputtual and tlic soul gi owing et ill more 
lpfined liv practice Uiukr tills peiiict fin udship flic 
otltei Set fang attentions Ikitc in m\ toungu years found 
sown. pUo» iu me to tip nothing of him rlio himself so 
confuses Int too much in Lis verses so that I had noth 
these passion*, but .ihruys so iliac 1 i ould mi self well 
enough distinguish them, slid ne\er in iwv degree of 
toinpaniou with out .uiutliir the first maint iming its 
flight in so luttj -uni so Lt.it „ t plue, as with disdain to 
tool. down, and see the otlier fly-iug at. a f ir hmnblpr pitch 
below 

As concerning iiiniiuuc, Lt sales tli.it it is a envemut, 
the eutrmec into « hull upIv is fi^e hut. the ( on turn me' 
in it foued .md compulviiy hi' mg xuothei dependence 
than th.it of our own fr. ev.ill, and n hug.un cmoiftouly 
contracted to othi 1 ends, there almost ah n\ s happeus ft 
thousand lutiic.n.iei iu it l»> untn'vl ■ nou«h to bicah tho 
IhtGUl anti to dit ft the cnrmit of i li'eh affection 
"lierets friendship lias no ituuiur of busme-*' or traffic 
with aught but itscU Mourner, to say uuth.tlu ordin ir> 
talent ot women is not such os is sufficient to maintain the 
conference and communication inquired to the support of 
this sacrid tic, nor An tb"' apjieir to f» endued wiUi 
Constance of nnud, to stistuu tin pinch of io hud curl 
durable a knot And doubt [o' s, if oatlnml this, there amid 
be stuli a irr.fi and aolnnfii) inniilunfj coutneted where 
not oul) die souls might hasp tins entire fruition, bui the 
bodies also might *hait. in the alliance, .uid a man be 
engaged throughout, the fmauMnp would c-'rtamh ih 
more full and jm rfret but A is vithout ..cample tbit line 
fact his over ret armed at such perfection, and, in tin 
common conseuf of the ancient «cbooH rt n. '.holl) rejected 
from it 

That otlier <irecmi licence is justly abhorred hy our 
tnannetfa, which also, from hiding, according to their 



1% *>J JRIIMlMHP [BOOK I 

pmclu * a so nrn»-ikm du*j inU of ag mul difference* of 
oiln cs Ik twitt th. ]w.r- answered no more to the jicrfcci 
union and h trauma thit we hi re require tlinn the other 
.jiiih W <nim isle amor minufirc J air w-que deforrnttn 
id }> s i ill. in qmsquim Hint inqnt forrnouitn wmem" 5 
N. it h< i will tint nn pctiin. thul the .Acadrim pm nta 
of it is I tonniu i utilradict me, when 1 m lint tin* 
liM furi m'jrtv.sJ Is the "-on of Venus into the heart of 
tin. 1m t r up r » Mglit ol tu<* Rower anil prime of a sjinnging 
.uni blossoming touth to which thci allow all I he imoluit 
and jnsisiini it. (forte tint an iimnodi rate ardour can ■pro- 
duce, w n Minfih founded uj>on c sternal lieauti, the fahe 
linage of ccrponl pi nintmu , for it could not ground this 
Jose ujiou the soul the sight of which as act lav coneeahJ 
vus hut now ‘tprmpup and not of uutimt} to bUr^out 
tint this fur. if it Hired iijxan a low spirit the mans hi 
which it prtf< m 1 its suit were ndi pn sent" favour m 
.idui.noemont to cliguitit« nud Mali tmnipur winch tlici 
1 1 no means apprnsc if ou a more g< uerous 6ouI the 
pursuit was Mutable generous. In philosophical instruc 
turns praopts to rev n- religion to ohts the laws to die 
for the good of on. 6 countri , hi ctunpk* of valour 
prudence and justice the loier studying to lender him«elf 
accept llili bv tlic grace aud beauti of bis boul that of Ins 
ixxli laing long since faded and decayed hoping In tlus 
mental souefi to establish n more firm md lasting contract 
When tins courtship cauie to effect in due season (for flint 
which Hits do not require m the loser naiuels leisure 
and discretion in Ins pursuit they strict!} requue in the 
person loied forasmuch ns hois to judge of an internal 
bcantv ol diflicult 1 now ledge and abstruse discover}), 
then there sprung in tho person lored the desire of a 
spiritual conception 1 >j the mediation of a spiritual beauty 
Hus was the principal , the corporeal, an accidental aud 
secondarj matter quite the contrary is -to the lover For 
this reason they prefer the person beloved maintaining 
that the goch m like manner preferred linn too and verv 
■much blame the poet jCsehilus for haring, in the loves of 

1 ‘ Tor vJnLis that Ioieof friendship* nhi does n« oneloieft 
<lc_fonnwl youth or a comely old raau’’ —Cicero, Tusc Qnax , 
u J3 
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Achilles anil Rtitodu*, given the lor er’s put toAthilles, 
nlio mis in tlnj first flower and pubescent of Ins youth, 
and Hie handsomest of all tlie Greeks After tins general 
community tlio sovereign and most worths part presiding 
and governing, and performing its proper ofhrc 1 }, they s.i\ , 
that theme gn*,il utility was dmud l>oth by private and 
public concerns th.it it constituted the force nud power 
of the countries wlieic it pms ,uled, uid the cluelVst secuntj 
of liberty and justice Of ninth flie salutifeious loves of 
Haruiodius aud Anstogiton an* instances And there hue 
it is that tbev called it sacred and divme and conceive 
that nottung hut the violence of ti rants aud the baseness 
of the common people mi mimical to it Finally, all that 
«m ho said in launu of the Academe , is, thut it mis 1 
love which ended m friendship, which well enough agrees 
with the S tonal dehmtiou of love “Amorcin count urn 
cssc Ottiatiffi fsuendtc er puklintudims specie " l 
1 return to mv own more just and true description 
" Otnuiuo ainieiti't' roi rolniratis jam confirmntvque, ct m- 
gc'una, et mtatibu*. judica-ndtr sunt ” 3 For the rest, w hat 
wo commonly call friends mid friendships, are nothing 
but acquaintance and familiarities, eitlu r oaasionallt con- 
tracted, or upon sonic design, bv means of which there 
happens some little intercourse betwixt our souls But ui 
the friendship I speak of, they nux and work themselves 
into one piece with so universal i mixture th.it there is 
no moie sign of the scum hj which they wore first con- 
joined If n man should importune me to give a reason 
why X loved linn, I find it could no otherwise bt expressed, 
than b\ mnhiug answer 1 iecause it was he, because, ifcwas 
X There is, beyond oil that I am abl* to B't) , I know not 
’ft hit inexplicable and fated power that brought on this 
union We sought ouc another long before wc met, and 
by the characters we hennl of one another, winch wrought 
upon our affections more than, in reason, mere reports 
should do, I think 'twas by some secret appointment of 


1 “Love is a clcsire of contracting fnenikluji arising from the 
heauts of the object —Cicero, Tu*c Qua * , u Si 
* “Tlio-c ire onlj to be reputed friendships tint ore lor tilled 
find confirmed b) judgment and length of time — ClCRPO, De 
Amtft , c. 20 
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Ji-'twn W < ml n ] m < ur mini , in] it our Hr t 
Tin } « nJn ?i h uvcibrifaHi at a gr i* c;h tntirt'no 
m tt i\ f H<1 tup- ht* «» wutiulh tibcti with obi. 
i il r i puna- I ntid'-'ttbl ircl I- . ist mis lit 
tl t tnin th ti if >nv ml iiotlmu pt- v « tr t nin* 1 n 
ir ib r 11 i r >ii 'Uiixiill'nLl'Uin'Ulm *-m * J rnitwl 
ili r in Ik i . tui is fl l i tv ii it itir n f f i nr intdlm nu ‘O 
nidi nil un ti j*rfc tx n mn K lint 1 -tuioil t* Inn. 
“i li >rt i u utmu m !*• l»* jmi> » »ltl ifi r «t were bo h 
full it v n mm and ht m itarh tli < Idtr) tlirrcv a 
no turn t > Ic «• n rnnn n Jl n*»nform I tin ixamjlt. 
if th <• *•! i nn 1 r cul r fmn lejnj-- tlx it rcrjuir snnirov 
j nuiuti m of I< n»' prilmun in i wiiunw in Tin In ft" 
thiri 1 itluntl it jf ltv. li niHliamuh refer to i* elf tins 

i uuoii n'lhntnu nor tv northra iiorfmu- 

ii nth ii ml ti 1 1 n u u t n h it ijinnU um of all tills 

mivliirf win h iriu< nn trial mil i unit] it toplunci 
mil it' If in In an 1 that hnntic * i/fd ltis whole will 
I ro«_ht it 1 tih mth equal touuirreu and a£ petite to 
llunci uni li-i it-« If in luiiu I im tnilv sav lo e 
rtiininj: nothin.; t > our»*'lu> th it wisutlier lnsorniiDo 
Mian ItIui in tin {rc'enie of tin Item in tou'ul- 
who aft* r tlx t had c tutcuied Ixl-crm- 6n«l>u» pro'e 
futed all tho'c who had had jut f mull irit with bin- tho 
came to a h Cans Blo«iu= alio was Ins ebxtfisT fnend 
hov much he would h u i done for him and th it he rondo 
answer A.11 things ‘ Hon 1 ^4.11 tlun—^ T iud La?lm« 
And what jf he bad commanded vent to fire our temples 
Hi would never hive commanded me that replied 
Blo*»iu But what if he had ’ «aid Lcelius X would 
have obeved him said the other If he vi« so perfect a 
fnend to Gracchus as the histones report him to hate 
been there was vet no nece^sitv of offendiner the consuls 
l»y such a hold confc sion though lie might still have 
retained the assurance he hwl of Gracchus disposition 
However those who accn«e this answer ns seditious do not 
well understand the mvsterr nor presuppose os it was 
true that he h id Gracchus will m his sleet e hoili hr the 
power of a fnend and the perfect knowledge he had of tht 
1 All this relate^ to f^tienne de la Boetie. 

Cicero D« A mint ,c 11 
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niRti ilie\ v erf* mow. friend*- than eif l/ons more fin nds to 
one euotbcf thin either friend or enemies to flieir tnuutn , 
or than frauds to ambition and innovation , having (Wk 
lutdy pitui up thorasches tn on** another either held 
iLtisyluU'lv the roras uf the othu s imlination md suppose 
oil this guided hv -\i\tue, and nil this hi the i ouilnc t ut 
i cason, -winch also without lh< «e it im<3 not Hon possible 
t<» da JJlostufi’ answer wis bu< h ns it ought {i< tie If nnv 
of tlicir Returns flow out nt tie* lnndli tlu*v were neitliei 
(according to m\ meisiuv of friendship) friuiils lo one 
another nor to themselves As to tin iut, thib answer 
'"tmea no worse sound, than mine 1 mild do to onetlmt 
should ash me ‘ It tour mil should lumnuvud v on to hill 
sour d.uightci , would vou do it ' ' «uid that I should nmhe 
answer, that f would, for this espn-w o* timeout to 
such an act, fura*-muth is I do not m ‘ho 1. ait suspect m\ 
own mil, and as little that of such .1 friend ’Tig not in tin. 
]w\v *» of ill the oliHjiiiUie m thi world to clnjio^esame 
of tlu ccrtmitv I lute »t the mentions and lumlutmir 
of mv friend im no unr nctiou of Ini, vli it into soever 
it might brrr, iould 1* present* d to we, ot v* bull I could 
not presmtlv and at hr* I sight, find out the moving < nice 
Our iouls hut tLi.uvn so iumniin«uslv togi tlur, thev hid 
considered etch other with so .ndeut on affection. and with 
the lilt nfftdien laid ejx n tli. *m IHiora ot uui hc-ans 
to one auotliei anew, that 1 not emit huew h- ns vtII ns 
mt own, but should cwtiuuVv ’u my concern nf mme lu* e 
trusted my interest much mute vilhngh with him, thnii 
with nvj self 

let no one therefore., rank other common frit aiMups 
with such a oao ns thw I have had na uinch erpermict. 
of these ns another and of the most perfect of fin lr land 
hut I do UOt idrige that an} sliuuld contovui'l the tiuok of 
the one nud the other for thev w»W find flu mselres 
much deceived. Tn those other ordinal v trieiiaslups, jnu 
nrt* to mil with brdle m joui band, with prudence and 
< lrcuinstiOLtion, for m them the hbot is not so slue, that 
n. man mu not half suqact it will Hip "L™ him, 
bind Ohilo 1 ' so, is if vou neie one d've to hate luiu , and 


Aulas (letlnis, i 
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Jisite him so, as, yon were one cbn to love him ” Tins pre- 
sept, though a.1 unijuable m the smeiugn and perfect 
friunlship I sjte.il. of is -nevertheless ver y Round, as to the 
prictm nf the ortbnarv .uni customary ones, and to which 
the saying that Aristotle had so freijuent m ins month, 
‘ 0 im inends, there is no friend , ” 1 may very fitly he 
applied In this noble commerce. pood offices, presents, 
and benefits, by which other friendships arc supported and 
maintained, do not deserve so much as to he mentioned , 
and the reason is the concurrence of our wills , for, as the 
kindness I ha\ e for myself. receives no increase, for any- 
thing I relieve amelf withal m time of need (whatever the 
Stotcs «dj ) and us I do not find myself obliged to mvself 
tor an\ service T do myself so tlx? union of such friends, 
being trul) perfect deprives them of all idea of such duties, 
and makes them loathe and Inrush from then conversation 
these wolds of division and distinction, benefit, obligation, 
acknowledgment entreat? thanks, and the like All 
things wills thoughts, opinions, goods wives, children 
honours, and live 5 , being in effect common betwixt them, 
and that absolute concurrence of affections being no other 
tli tin one soul 10 two bodies (according to that very proper 
definition of Aristotle)," tbev can neither lend nor give 
anything to one another This it. the roc son why the l flW ‘ 
givers, to honour marriage with some resemblance of tins 
divine alliance interdict all gifts betwivt man and wife, 
inferring by that, that all diould belong to each of them, 
and that they have nothing to divide or to give to each 
other 

It, in the friendship of which I speak, one could give to 
the other, the receiver of the benefit would he the man 
that obliged Ilia friend, for each of them contending and 

above ail things studying how to be useful to the othei.he 
that administers the occasion is the liberal man, m g> Tln s 
his friend the satisfaction of doing that towards him, 
which ahovcall things he most desires When the philo- 
sopher Ihogenos wanted money, he used to say, 3 that he 
redemanded it of his friends, not that he demanded it 
And to let \oti sec the practical working of tins I will here 
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produce an aw teat mul singular example, 1 Eudamidaa a 
OonnituAu, bad two friends Cfaamemis a %cinuinn, and 
Ardens a Conntlimn, this tm>n coming to die, being pool 
and tuB two fuends rich, he m uk Ins will after tins 
mamiei "I hecjueath to Aroteub tin lmituti n.into of im 
uiothei, to snpi>ort nnd promlo foi hoi m 1 ki old ape, 
and to Oiatavenns I beque'ith tlie u»u at mam mg mr 
daughter, nnd to give her as good a portion as In is oUc, 
and in use* one of these chain o to die J herein substitute 
the surmoi in his place’* Tin' who br»t h.m tins mil, 
toad* thorn sell os 'cn mein at tlx- contents but the 
legatees Iwjiug made uquaintia with it, accept'd it with 
v<>i\ gaat content, and one of tliun, L'hai ix< uu\ dung 
Within file da's after, and Aitteue bj that imams, ha' mg 
the duu go of both duties do'olied sole It to him, he 
nourished tlx old woman With ten great cine mul tuidu- 
Uess and of h'e tilmts he |ind ju cstnt. lie g.uc two and 
a half m martinet, with nu onh dnughtei he hid of his 
own, nnd twu and n half in marriage with the d lighter of 
EudiUiudns. and iu one tod the same dtn solemnized bath 
their nuptial* , . . 

Thu example is ven full if one thing were not to he 
ohioiti d, mmol' the miiltitude of friends forthepcifut 
fncurWiip I sveak of is nwlivuiWt cath one gne^ tum^n 
®o pfttireh to hiB fnood that In has nothini; leit to di"- 
tnbwte to'otheu on the lontrar'. m *-orn that he un.-t 
double, treble, oi quad tuple, and tbit ho hu not linu)) 
souls, and many anils, to contcr them ul upon this one 

ohiect Common friendships will admit otcUusum, ono 
raav love the beaut v of thu p’rsou the goocl-buwo'tr 
of that, the lihenibtc of a third, tlm mtennl affection of v 
fourth, the fraternal loae of n fifth and so of tlu ust imr 
tins fnendclnP that poshes the "hole soul, mrt lueie 
tuks and swa's with so absolute weiugnta eaonot pcis- 
Mbb admit ct a nml If two at tk -time tone should 
call to tou feu sun our, to which of them ' oula you run 
Should tk\ require of you central' office*, how wnMywa 
serve them both? Should one commit i Jama : to jour 
silence that it were oi importance to the olkrto know, 

> r ora the “To’-an* ” of Lucmi, < 22 
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how would nidi on_ri"c yourself * A unique an 1 par 
t Jf ulur fn<-o l«hip th soh es all other obligations whB.t e oci ** 
t! rt I have strora not to reveal to an' other I nnv 
with ut j* rjun communicate to linn irh j is not another 
1 Ut mv** If Tts intrvle enough ctirhuuly for a. man to 
Imil k Imn^clf and tho=v that talk of tripling tall tber 
know not rf what Nothing is extreme that has its like 
«id he wh i shall suppose that of two I lore one as much « 
the other tlut th« mutually lore one another too and love 
me a fc much as I love thiin multiplies into a confraternity 
the moat single of units and whereof moreover one alone 
is the hardest thme. in the world to find The rest of th s 
store suits vtrr well with wbat I was saving for Eud* 
midis as a bounty and favour bequeaths to 111 " fr, ends a 
lega< v of fernj loving themselves in L.a necess tv he le»re» 
them heirs to this liberalitr ot his which consists in girmc 
thorn the opjortunity of conferring a benefit upon him 
and doubtless the force of friendship is more eminently 
aj parent it this act of hi* than m that of 4rcteus hi 
«Iiort these are effects not to lie imatpnel nor tompr 
la aided 1 \ such as have not esju-neuce of them and which 
make me minutely honour and admire the answer of that 
voun' T soldier t » Cvruc br whom being asked how-mnrb 
he would lake for a hnr e with which he liad won the pnze 
cf a rate -rd •whether he would exchange him for a Tang 
Join hit) truly "or said be 1 ut I would giveblTO 
with all nn h -art to get thercbv a true friend could I fi 0 * 
out anv man t orthv of that, alliance He did not sai in 
in saving could I find for though one mav almost 
everywhere meet rath men sufficiently qualify 1 for a 
enprrfatjal acquaintance ret in tlus where a man is to 
d/-il from the very bottom of hia heart without anv m aimer 
of resen dtion it nil he requisite that all the wards and 
=pnngs be trulr wrought and perfectlv sure 
In confederations that hold but bv one. end we are oi»v 
to provide amuust the imperfections that particularly con 
cera that end It can be of no importance to me of wbat 
religion mv physician or my lawyer is this, consideration 
has nothing- in common vrrth the offices of friendship which 
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die) own me , anti X am of the same indifference in the 
domestic acquaintance my servants must n&CB&inli am- 
tract with me I never inquire irbm I am to tiic a. 
footman, if he be chaste lat if lie be diligent and am 
not solicitous if mi muleteer be given to gaming, as if be 
be strong and able, 01 if mi took be a wearer if be be » 
good cook I do not take upon me to direct ■shut other 
luen should do in tin. government of their faniihe* ((bore 
•no plenti that meddle enough mth to at), hut on!) gire 
an account of m) method in my own 


“ Mihi sit usn- e.-t tila, lit opus t”t fa cio /ice 


For table- talk, I prefer the plftibant nnd«itt\ Lefmethe 
learned mud tha grave in led, bruit) before guodnes 1 , 
in common discourse, the ablest speiher, whether or no 
there be sincontv m the case And, .is he that was found 
astride upon a, hobbi-hoi re, playing with his children, 
entreated the person who hid surprised Inmin that post me 
to si) nothing of it till hnnseJT 'unu. to be a fnthcr' 
supposing that the tonduess that would tb**u possess In* 
nuu soul, would render him a fairer judge of such an 
.return , bo I, also i ouli! wish to speik to aiul ns have h id 
experience of w bat I s.« though, know mg how remote a, 
tiling such v triendslnp is from the common pnctice. and 
how rare!) it ir to be found, I tie pm of meeting with nnv 
such judge 'Poi fivui these dis! oiii se« left us In antiquity 
upon this subject, seem to me flat <ind j<oor, m r ompanaun 
of the sense I have of if, and in this jnrticuJar, the effects 
borpiss even the precept* Ot plulosopln 

"Si! ego cnntnlenni jncundo auras nouco 1 


The ancient Menander dc-dawd buu to be h.ijipv that 
liad hud the good fortune to meet with but the shadow ot 
a fnend 1 and doubtless he hnd good reason to Eiv So, 


1 “Tins U\s beta »" *»J 05 
TewNC®, Ftrgttl ,1 1, £S 
’ l’iutordi, Lift ot Agf'it ms 
■" ‘ « iuk I Imic 

* Hut irch on Ihothcrt) Loi e. 


0tix ,W«nlI nMir he (vnUtoy 
a^reeible blend — Hc.wvCr, Sit , 



nr ran \jaiui 


t Hjitei til v if )i pp"l>‘ In < rpnetto for in gw 1 f 
if l t in; in ill tli nsf of rorJift Unwell, thud'* 

G> 1 I !i iw i i»n ! mi tune pl» isuillt enough hi 1 11 m 
t 1 > I tin l«-s of mhI. i fr. nil . tupfwl fro f <“» 
urn i ns iflbiinn uvl m ,*n<it traii'jiiilhts d f ' D1 "' 
luvinj? hin*i*ut utcd with nn natural uid oritpP' 1 ' cl ^ 
nitlitKs without lew.? Miluilonv ‘lftirolhin tflsuoo 
oimm it ill I ‘•at wrtli thi four wiril hrf the ,n rl" 
UpMtomjoa tlio t»w < «.t couth of this 
nothin * hut MnoU in obscure ind tt diems night * 

Hu <laa that I lost luui 

l^nem wnipor neorl inn 
Stni] r li uinrtfni i ( u ill volui (MIuIkIw 

I have mill ltd a lanuunhrap life, uud the ->er} [°'i^ 

that present tliorosthta to mi instead of 
untiling of wu-ohtion d mile uiv aHhition tor J - 
A\. were halve* throu 'bout and to that degree t“ at 111 
tlnul s In outlning linn 1 rltfnml him of his P" 1 

* Nee fa e *c ullii me toluptate In. fim 
D«ioi l t iuti-^ier iluin illo it e J men'’ jiartieep 

I was so crown an J <n custom ed to be ahravs his 
ill pi ices and in all thing' that mctlnuhs T atn > 10 
than half of mis If 

• Ilhm imrc ‘i partem mini t tulifc 
Jlatunor vis <jui 1 moror altera* 


There is no action or imagination of mine wlierttm ^JJ° 
not miss hint ds 1 Tudoos that he would hare ms™®, 
for as he surpassed me bv infinite degrees in virtu 

TC „Of1s — '/LaflD ' 4S , pnlOV 

1 1 ate determined tint it mil ncicrl'e right km > M 
finy pleasure fo Ion*, as lie with iiJitim T shared in all] lea 5 ' 01 ® 
awsj — TrRiNCa Hcnid i 1, 97 j* jtn 

’ If that half of ny soul were BiiaUhed an ay „ ni0 ms 
iintuueH ?(mhi whs should the other “ta\ * rintavlncn y 
mil not he equolh dear mil not I e a a hole the same" 3 * 

Itn ol\e ii[L destruction of both T — -HOP ACS 0t/ p u 17 '* 
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aff other accomplishments, sn lie alto did m tlie duties of 
faeutbiup 


“ tjnw clesuleno sit pudor, ant imvliis 
Turn win capitis * " ‘ 

" O nn«ei» fnter fulcrn p(p tuilii 1 
Omnia teunn nna pent runt jniuli i nostra, 

Qut tuns, in situ ihik is altOmt nmor 
Ttt Tot'd, tn idol ions fregisn cmimioda, 1 rater 
Ttcum uni* tola cst nn»tr« serultd muni i 
Cnjits e^o mi on! n tota de monte fugau 
(lire stmlm, ntguc ormus «lili<-ms atmiu 
Uloriimr’ muliero numjnam dm wrl'ilonueM'in’ 
Nuwjmin ecu to \itn filter aimluh'ir 
A»i>»eimn pnstlne at corte Kinp> r nnialio , " ’ 

But let ue bear a hot of =i\t<*cn «pe.ih 3 1 

BccaitfcO I have found that that work bus boon piiico 

brought out, and with n lnisclnetous desigu tn those who 
aim at disturbing and ehangiug the ooucution of mir 
Sot ortimuit, without troublim* tlientwHes to think whctktr 
thei jtro hkelj- to improve it ami 1-coaneo thej hnvtnmcil 
up hits work with some of thuronu performance, I hti't 


1 “ \\ lint fhame can there lie or men*\uv, m lamenting so defr 
n himil ’”_Hor \ct, Utlr i St 1 

1 0 lirotlier, i iktn from mo mi ernl'lc ' n ith iliee, alt our io\s 
nn.se imHicil, time jo\» which, in tin life tin duw Jo\o 
nouri-liid Dnot, then nn Vollut, hint disrated nit mv 
Jui>l>iiiesf Ah «ti tile «oul is tinned *ith tliei Jniin dond, I 
»ai c bidden adieu to the Mum™ to all the studies turn elnniiCii 
nn imnd No wore enn I spent tu tlicc , no n ore he >r tin »<nct 
Jicwr nann sli ill I voc thee 0 broth' f thanr to nu t'pn We 
Nonalit remains, but that 1 love tine while hlo slmll endure — 

Cvruixis Kun 20 , ht 0 , , 

5 In Cotton s ti mslntion the work reft-rn « m i' ‘ taw* Memoir 
tinon thcfiiiioiN uhe&of l*nunn," of ninth mention uns am ul\ 
Von imtilo in the lire unt edition Tin riUtiuit of l-M ho in cr, 
ami the Vjtnomtii edition of Lumndre which has bw.it litre 
adopted, indicate no particular u <*k hut the ulitio i I •>’0 , ™ li 
JftWlw of nqbtion \tnra ’I'hwh " » the igc at i»hfh Ti 
ltoctie wrote his '“ten mult Aolonlwe ) and sprats ot a bov 
of sixteen 1 iu- occurring <mh u> the common editions amt it u ontrt 
“coin tolcr aids <■ Jror that this more import. «l work \\ w, in t ttt, 
il t vrodmtion to winch Montaigne *f*ra, nn<C that the proper 
Tcu'Utuj of til* tret should be'* cightwi stats , 

* vihit the. I ka spoke is not linwc ei.gn'n t>J SraiifniCTC, and 
for tlw. reason furnished in Uit tnsuieg -entente 



2 »i> T k nirm s w.rp. itokt 

r fran i fr in iu e r i.. it h*r> But that be ni**m it 
f th mtl r mir not 1* injur 1 nor « if or -ith « ill 1= 
< i! I r u nnr hind to l— acr Hunt -d Tit 1 ! 1 1‘ J rui 
tj I Mr i tl * in to nnd r »nl tli ti wn vnt pn 

I 1 tn t 1 I ml tl.it l»r w v £ exi-rci®. o !r 

asi mu it! i tilt In Mn ralklunl > tl hr 
a tl i j» J writ r I uni no <pjr> ti jti l tit that { r 1 in 
* if [• li Til tula h” v rot* Mm o todo icntion tb-i It. 
t ul I no j tnt rli as hr m jr f an 1 T mor.-ovpr tuov 
n < coni J it 1 it Mn id his otu cl oi c* ho 1 ■* J rather 
!w bou Urn t Venice tiin at ^irlac «.nd h Irl 
ra^i But I h 4 another masim soren, snl’" imprinted 
in In « ll v*n Irnou It to ob.\ nJ «ul mit to th- 
in « ni rrh hit tva I- m Ther n v. rtnsi Mt * r 
i iz d in r iff "-ttonal' to 1 is co mt-v nor a greater 
en ini o all tb tun mo ions and innovation of hi® timo 
« tin lit w ulj much rntl rharptmjlu -l hi« talent t« 
th extra nuisl in of il ns. civil fiauK tlnn have dd A 
inv fu l ohm h In J i mm 1 fa<di on 1 to the mod 1 
of litter a--- Bu in exchange of this <mnou pie*' I 
rillpr nt vou nth anotl »r rf i mor-^gar ndfroh'- an- 
trum tl* 1 _tnc ! and and wntmn at the same 


GHAPTEE SXTIII. 

ivt *,‘i>-~T'EVTr «ossrr or £=— n:".£ de xa boitte 

To ilADOIE De CrEOHON COiTEs E Dz Gel «F'* 

Him. I I offer to tout L-dvship notions; nf mine either 
hecaa pi is air end t rour or because I find nothuu in 
tot untia wor*hr of vou hot X have a jjreat desire that 
ver e- into -wh-av part of the world soever they mav 
travel mar cam vcmr name in he front for the honour 
frill .. mie xo them, bv harms the great Consande 
d An loin* for their *siTe conduct I conceive this pre ml 
amdam r o much the more proper for von bo h hr rea on 
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cnxr xviyj 

there are few ladies in Fnnre wlio nre fo good judge* of 
poetrs and make bo good use of it as jou do , as uKo that 
t litre is none whoemgtse it tlie spirit and life that \on 
can, bj lint mil and mctimp mWe vmeo nature has nddrd 
to i our other perfections Ton v ill find, mad a in, that 
these TCrtes deserve jour esteem, nud will aim < with me 
in tins, that Gascony never jielded inure msenlion, finei 
expression or ilut more esiilinu* thciuxclses to flow trom 
a master hand And lie not jealous tlint sou have hut 
the remainder of w hut I published vome s i ir- mull* under 
the patronage of Monsieur de Poix, jour worths huismnn , 
for, eertninlr, these hast sometlnugin them more sjmglith 
and luxuriant, as lienig written m a greuior jonth and 
enflnmed with a noble ardour that one of these dnss I will 
tell jon, madam, in sour eir The others weio written 
later, when bo was i mutor for marriage und in honour of 
Ins wife, and al reads relishing of I hnow not what matri- 
monial coldness And for ms put, I am of the =nmc 
opinion with those who hold that jwesj appears nowhere 
so gaj as in a w nnton and incgular subject ' 


CHAPTER XXIX 

OP MODJRATIOJi 

As if we had an infectious touch, w e, by om nianm r of 
handling, corrupt things that m tliemselses arc laudable 
and good we maj grasp sirtne so that it becomes siuons 
if sve embrace it too stringently and with too siuloit a 
do sue Those who stj there is noser any excess m sutuc, 
forasmuch as it is not virtue when it once becomes excess 
ouls plij upon woids 

' "These mne and twenty sonnet* flint wero lu'crted lun h\ 
Muntaigne, were printed in Alai Angdicr* ipinrto edition, Paris, 
1">XS Tl«} scarce contain nnsthing m them lint nmoioim com 
plaints, oxpn.s-ed m ftsers rongli style, discovering the tolln.* anil 
outrages ot a rcstli =s passion oserj.orgeil, a* it were, with 
jealousies, fear*, and suspicions,” — Costt 
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‘ In<>nni «R|iicm nmnoii Fcr.it iiijuim iiiiqui, 
l Itnv ijunin tutm trt ' irtuiun hi ]>rti\t ip vn 1 

Tin*. 11 u hit lit It consideration of plulosoplij A man 
nm 1 1 tli 1 tou ninth in Imp with urine, and becxcessiw* 
in i just ulion Hoh wnl ijjrtu, with tlii'i Be not wiser 
than i ou should but In* s«btrh wiit* lime Known a. 
gunt in iu 3 j»r< judno tlic opinion men hid of Ins dctotion, 
hi prtU'udmjr to lie devout beyond ill tiunples of others 
of hjs condition I lou Itinjiente nnrl moderate natutes 
An 3intnodtn.t* /tal, evtn to that which is good, eien 
though it d<>i i not offend, astonishes me and puts me to 
fituch what nunc to gi'C it Neither the mother of 
Puiis.uii.is ‘ who was the first instructor of her son’s pro 
cess, and threw tlic first stone towards his deith, noi 


if he if cl to cam Iim Imc f it whom or virtue bc\ond timt w Jncli 
is neres-tm — llonvtt /// i 6, ) . 

"St Paul 1 -pistil? to llii Itnmunx, vn 1 

* “ It i« Iik« that Mont ii n m meant Honrs Ilf kin D <if I ran re 
flic Cardin il dOssat, writing to I <nu«c tlio (jncen donator told 
licr in III' frank manner tint lie Imd In cil as nuirli or more like ft 
monk, tlimi ■» moimrcli 1 1 otter \w« ) Ami Pope Sc\tus T *peak 
ny of tliftt prmc< rnc itni to ilie ronlmnl fit Jos eu c, protector of 
tlic ill lira of I rime smd to Inin plci'intlv There is nothing 
tlmt jour king hath not done mil (loo not do still, to he a monk 
nor nnrfbin^ that I hue not done not to lie i monk. ’ — CT>«TF 

1 Diodorus Siculus \i. Ji 

“Alontnjgne would In re /n«U' to understand upon tliPautliord' 
of Diodorus of biriK tlmt Panaanin-- mother (.!>'« tho first hint of 
the punishment that waa to 1«« inflicted on lira- son ‘ Pnu'ani i« 
lasa this lusLunuii 1 iurrci-iwii^ that the eplmn, ftnd 'onic other 
I <iceil emnmans aimed at apprehending lam got the start of them, 
and went and took siuctunrs m Miners as temple and the 
hareda inonnns, bung doubtful whether thes ought. to take him 
from thence in siolution of (be fr inclose tlicre it is soul that lirt 
ov n moth nr came herself to tie temple but spoke nothing nor did 
am thing more thin Ini n jntee of bnck which she brought with 
her on tho tliroahohl of the temple which, when she hid done ‘■he 
returned home Tlie LaeedTmomam taking the hint from tl ft 
mother, cftU’cd tlic gate of the temple to lie w allcil up, and bs this 
means stoned l'ftir- Tinas, so that he died with hunger &c (lit 
m cap 10 of Anijotf. traiHatjon ) The name of Panamas 
mother *■» Alcitliea as we are lofoimed hi Fluies dales scholiast 
who onls stjs that it was reported that when the\ set alwut 
"idling up the j. itcs of the chapel in wluch Pausamns hail taken 
ic fu -jo Ins motlu r Alcithc i Imd the iirst atone — L'OSTt 
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Posthunmis the dictator,’ who put In- owd in dt 'till, whom 
the ardour of south haS suixexsfulH pushed upon the 
C’lCiin "l 3'tfJ(*»’i>refldi idcoJ than thi rest of his eijitadimi, 
appear to mo altogether as strange , and 1 should neither 
adsise nor hire to folio a so saia-ge n -virtue, and that 
costs so dear ’flie amlicr that shoots over, imw*, ns 
iamb Ik tliat fills tdiort. and ’tm eqoath troublesome 
to m\ si^lit to look lip at i >>ieat lujht, ana to look down 
into a dark alus- L'ullicles in Pinto ' s.ivs that the 
eatiemita nf philo&ojdn rs hurtful, nnd minxes not to fine 
mto it ho olid the uimts of profit , that, taken moderated, 
U cs pleasant and usifalj hut tb it w tin pud it renders 
a man bnitish nnd vkious, o eoutemnei or religion and 
the i oin mon Inn-*, an in * hit to «ml 'oimrs ition and all 
human jileisttrcs, un amble of all public td minis tiatiou, 
unfit either to assist utfiLre or to i clime luruai It, and a hi 
object for all sorts of injuries and iflrouts He xri s true , 
for in itacxu«N it enslnies our natural freedom, nnd, hi 
an ’Vi pertinent .sijhthfj, lead* us out of tbefur n-d bcifeu 
i\a\ that nature has traced for us 

The l on? w« heir to ti..r irncs ,s verj JaufJll, and }d 
theologr thinks ht to curb and restrain it As I icmr luhw 
f have read in one place of St. Thomas Aqinins 1 wheie ho 
rondomna nnrntu'C' mthm nm of tin forbidden degree.*,, 
foi this rt*a*un amongst others, that there n> some dinger, 


- ‘OjKitKiifr dtflcr is to th' o’ ll is tiot i,n i tin,!, 'he 
has j,owl imtlinriti for rejecting it, liei.an« it doc' not uproar m 
hn-tori that Virsthlnaina s\ is hnmlerl will) it ns Titus Maulin' 
\,!v, nlW 100 i cars after his tunc for hi minis, lmimg put ln» 
soil to <1» ith for the like cause, ol>t illicit tlic odious n hoc of 
Imjieno us. nnd him that time Mnnlifum Iniinua li is- In a U'fd 
as a tenn to si^nili onit r» that ate toe ci>* Mnnlmiti Iinwori 
mis* Lim, m> re nut oiil\ Ivoirtolc for the <iiiu> present b«F of a 
Iwit example to jnet* nt\ And this bi-ton in makes no doubt h«t 
'am innJ-> ii » M bass Iran actual! i stihd P<x,fbnn>i iwn 
lmjierut, if Pa thtiinius hod lie on tin tirst m ho set sn l>arh irons an 
eveiDj'li Eht' i, WW n rif 2& Mil lib mu cap 7) But how 
ciei, Montaigne lin? \ wet klaaums on Ins si dr who salt 
rxnressh, that Po-thuumis nusnl Ins son to le put to death, and 
lKodorus of SiciH (hli an tap 10] " — I’osTr. 

* in the ttnrgli' 

* Sta.H!id»f>ci«nift', Qircst 154 at S 
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1( it the friendship a in'll) bears to tuc.1i noimii, should V 
1 mined Lint* for if the conjugal affeef ion In, f»13 and ported 
bit 11 ivt tlrnn t» it on "lit to he, and that it he oier and 
ahem Min hiruf >1 with th if of kindred too, therms no don lit, 
hut mi h an addition will varry the husband beyond the 
hounds ot iciHiU 

fh jse f< leiiw s th it regulate the niannei s of men dmuiH 
utd philoMipln , srill bin <■ Uieir s ij in tieirtluiijr there is 
no action mi private ami secret that can escape their inspec- 
tion and jurisdiction Tho arc best taught, who are bed 
able to control and curb their own liberti women expo'C 
thoir nudities as much as son will upon the account of 
pleasure thorn'll in the necessities of phasic thca are alto- 
gether as sin I will therefore, in their liehalf 1 teach tlie 
lmsbintls that is such as ue too Tohement in {lie exercise 
of thi* matrimonial duts— if such there still be— this Jc^on 
that tho a era pie ism e& tbev enjoy in tlic souel) of their 
wises are reproaehalilc if immoderate and that a licentious 
and riotous abuse of them is a fault as leprovnble here ns 
in illicit connections Those immodest nud debauched tracks 
and postures that the first ardour suggests to us in this 
affair, are not onh indecently but detrimentally practised 
upon onr wives Let them at least leirn impudence from 
another hand , thev ire ever ready enough for our business, 
and I for niy part alwivs went the plain way to work 

ilarnagc is a solemn and religious tie, and tuerefore 
the pleasure we extract from it should be a sober and 
=erjous delight and mixed with a certain kind of cxaviiv , 
it should he a sort of discreet and conscientious pleasure 
And seeing that the chief end of it is generation, some make 
a question whether when men are out of hopes of that 
fi uit as w hen the} are superannuated or alre id) w ith child 
it be lawful to embrace our wares ’tis homicide according 
to Plato “ Cel tarn nations (the Mohammedan, nmougst 
others) abominate all conjunction with women with child 
others also with those who are in their cour es Zcnobia 


1 Gnsta translates tins "on the part of philo nphi and tlififilogl 
oh emiy that l>nt few wives would tlnuh tliemsel' obliged to 
Montaigne for ana enoli Je^-on to their husband^ 

Law* 8 
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CHAP XVIX } 

wimldnev er admit her husband for woie than one encounter, 
after which she leit him to his own swing for the whole 
tune of lier conception, and not till .if! er that would again 
receive linn 1 a tnive and generous example of conjugal 
continence It was doubtless fxom some lascivious poet, 
and one that himself was in gieat diskless, for a little of 
tins sport, that Plato bon owed tins story that Jupiter 
was one dap *0 hot upon hns wife, th it not hai mg so much 
patience as till she could get to the touch he tluow her 
upon the floor, wheie the vehemence of pleasure made ]un» 
f oi get the great and important lesolulions lie bad but new h 
taken with the iest of the gods m bis celestial council , end 
to brag that lit had had ns gc oil a 1 m nt as when he got hei 
maidenhead mil uown to then patent-. 

The kings of Prrwa were won I to niviic their wives to 
the beginning of their festivals, but when the mat began 
to work in good earnest, ancl that they wcie to give tin 
runs to pit asm e thev scut thrm back to then private 
npvUt meats, thvit they might not participate m then nn 
moderate lust sending fra othei women m their stead, with 
whom they weie not obliged to t-o great a decorum of ir. 
xpeii s _dJl ldeuMUCB and .U1 suits oi gratifi callous arc not 
propurl v and fith ionfeind uj«>n .ill sorts of persons 
Epaminouda had ccmnutted to prison i j ruing man for 
rertnin debauches, for whom Pelopid is mediated, that at 
his request he might !■ set at hleit\ which Epaimnondns 
denied to him, but granted it at the fiist word Ion wench 
of hie, that mnde the same intm ressi on , saying, that it 
was a gratification fit for suih a one a» slit, but not for a 
ciptun * Sophocles being joint pnetnr with Pericles, seeing 
accidentally a fine bov pass 1 >t “ 0 whit a > harming boy is 
that'” saul he "Tbit micht be very well’’ ausweud 
Pericles, for any ntlici tbon n prtetoi who ought not only 
to have Ins hands but his eus, too, chaste J aEhus Veras, 
the emperor, answered his wife, who repro iched him with 
his love to other women, tliat he did it upon a conscientious 

’ Ttet*Ilin« pofim, Tngintv Tvmn r "Cl 
" Tlic lose lyioii'- pot t e- Homer we Ins Hind, mi 294 
» Plutarch, Precepts u f Mamagc, e 14 
4 Idem Instructions. to State -men 
* Cucro, He Oflic , i 49 
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i> nniif f rmnn h as tn in i,»« tup mi r r f honour mi 1 
dijiuti 11 t< f « intonnnll i- m ii’*I «ir midnuricl ■ 
<-i i ti il hisim jr*«*rw llirnwrinn *f tint v >mm in 
ur< it t n rtti« u \ h«i j '.rt< il fr m in r litis! mil In' -*ti« -Jit 
*\ mil rn t ruijh nth lus ini' coit ind irmnlunU tl» in'- 
ll! hn tlmv i- tio ]<1c"»tin «-/> 311-* -in I lawful -rl rc 
iiiti*tn|i* rmrr an l < s< ■ s„ nr* not to 1“ 0"ii h timed 
J’ut t«> «|w»k thi tnitli is n>t mn n moil »ii~tall» 
(r ittin lh» while ft 1- *■ irrr In Ins natural rundition 
in !ns jmw r to fiat/ » nn j 1 -isim j nr* anil • ntin. and x< t 
rn ii-t In 1* ontmu s<Wtnn -and |nc(|>t - in curtail that 
httl’liolm h isnflt \ct «MOk Knntijli lmlss b> irt 
in I -tuili lit mi*m' nt Ins own mwn 

Jorum mi ervt ntiMniu- rrt'- »iv 1 
Human wisdom m ik s a.s til use rf lirr t il' ut win 11 
turn fsitinn inlni-rfruni tliLumnl eranl -WM.lmvsof 
those f l< i«uns that arc n itnrills < itr rim a- she < mj loin 
itfivminblv indwell in lr'dimlhrii irni«.mtr indtmkinjr 
• nt tin ills of lif« t« all' vi it< tin sense of ‘hom Hid I 
ruin! tl< roast I sii nil have tiktn another and more 
natural rows whnh t <u\ tilt truth is Is tli commodious 
and holv and -houl l jxridventnrc liars Ivon itb to hare 
limited it too notwith-t incline that l>*th oiirsf intmlan 1 
corporal j hwmn« a- In conij ict l*ctim' tin inspire-, ran 
flnl no orhrr wav t< cur n r other remtdv fir the infir 
rmtusof tin hods nnd the soul tlun In tiiKorv .and jam 
1 j tins end watiluti"* fastmi,-> hur shirts n mote an 1 
<olitarr banishments tcrptnial mipn onnnni- whips and 
other aftltctions hivoK-en introduced among-t men hut 
so thit thi v should ram a stinc with them, and lie real 
ifthetions indeed and not fill out os it on re did to one 
fiallio who having Item sent an rule into the isle of Lealws 
news was not long after broucht to Ernie, that he there 
hsod as merrv as the day was lung and that wlmt had 
bun enjoined him for a penance turned to his pleasure 
and satisfaction whereupon the Senate thowrbt fit force ill 
him home to hia wife and famdr and confine Lira to I11- 

1 ^arhm in \ita c. o 

Vt c nrtiftrialK augment the wretched ne > of fortune — 
Pi’Ol'iTTIt - life in ", 44 
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own house, to accommodate tlieir punishment to Ins feeling 
and apprehension * For to him whom fasting would make 
more healthful and more q.nglitls , and to him to whose 
inlnte fish were more acceptable thnn tie>d) the prts.cnptir.11 
of these would h.ue nn curat no effect, no more than m the 
other sort of pin sic, where dings haie no effect upon him 
wlio swallows them with appetite and pleasure the hitter- 
ncas of the j lotion and the abhorrence of the patient m t 
necpssart mai instances to the operation The nature that 
would eat rhuliarb !tk« buttered turnips, would inmtrap 
the use and virtue of it it must he something to trouble 
and disturb the stomach, that must puige and cure it , and 
liore the common iuh that things are cured In their con- 
traries, fails , for m this, one ill is cured b\ .mother 

This boh* f a little resembles tli.it other so aucant one, of 
thinking to gratifi the gods and nature, bi massacre and 
murder nn opinion universally 1 once raceiud in all reli- 
gions And ill in these later turns wherein our fathers 
liud Amurathat the taking of the Isthmus, immolated si\ 
hundred i ..ung Oh. . ks to his lather'*! *-oul m the natuie ot 
a piopitiaton sacrifiie for Ins sms And m rhose new 
countries dial <n cied m thi*» age of ours, wkidi are pure and 
virgin vet, in ir.mpani.on of ours, this practii* is ui some 
measure iven where recened .all then idols leek with 
human blond not without animus examples of horrid 
cruclti some tlici burn ilive, and tike half broiled, off 
the coals to tear out then he.uts and entrails , some, eioii 
women, thca flna due mdwitli their blood i skins clothe 
and disguise others Neither are we without great examples 
of constant. v and resolution in this affan tin poor boulg 
that aie to be sa* utn ed.old meu, women, and children, them- 
selves going about some dais liefore to beg alms lor the 
offering of thnr sacrifice presenting themselves to the 
slaughter, singing and danaug with the spectators 
Tiie ambnssadois of the King of Mexico setting out ty 
Fern indo Coitcz the power anil greatness of their master 
after having told him that he bnd thiita aassah, of whom 
each •was able to raise an bnndred thousaud fighting men, 
and that he kept his court in the fairest and best fortified 


■Tacitus, Anna] , u 3 
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n t n i r '* *■ in utl*' 1 itlv tin* h - r}1 Ivrl" 
1 » ) f r t i ! . 1‘flir'li i i 1 r*s \r 1 it )*• i? nr 4 
if t 1 It’ll! III I*V* I'll •! t| TV ~»‘h ‘ m Jr > t* li 

l ir m n* r 4 imh t < h -rptl on rip i mu ri« 
i t pimjtlh to In* rl nn h.l v uiTU«‘h In* * n 
f nil n fn i r*. a* wr- \t”nr-\ jtjTQ in n i r r 
pi s f r tli f 1 n < f th* Fail f o~ f tic *vnfc*d 
Jifu mm i <>"<' I tiIj vlhr tin-, n til* awn 'ir < 3 

1 1 t- J*t * it ** tti 'f i« t i In U-'ti-j 1 lmr» 
c nt t<< iit-kn i"! d- Inm f nn t » tr at nth him <[ - pn 
ri*~* m* mjr r'rr l linn fhr» *nr« >* mf « trh n 

li \ i n *i m tl -i -ra* IMi It I -3 »oa t” fit* 
c„rv if (hr.n *r a fn-t ju« u l *ln f •*-. I th upon fi— it 
ar* 3 1 1 K-i lh*-' '•» 3 — t nl> J rtn s th * tar "o it t/ l w 
nma af il) •,<*) 1» hold fa n mrfj ini f eat3i* rs lilt if 
th u •»- \ man tal tin. e fowl- ,m»l th* fruits tha — e 
1 tv 1 rou ht thee 


CHAPTER XiX 
or rAvtisiu 

U"nE\ E2ac Pvrrhu' nmded Italr having viewed and 
cmmleied tho orJtr of the innv the Romans «cot out to 
moot him T know not *aid In. via kind of ha* 
Ic.nan'; (W c o tftGnik' calle-1 alio her nation ) the a 
am lx. hut tin. dispoYiou of this inm tint I h3» 

nothinc of 1 ifl'in'in in it 1 A.s ranch c oid the Greek* of 
tha which Fhminias brought into *hnr tountrv and 
Pmlip bcliollm * from an eminence the order and ditnho 
tion of the Roman camp £o~mcd in hi» kingdom hy Pnhhu* 
Snlptctus Galha spake to Die *am effect 1 Br which i 
ayp ars how cautious men onirht to h- of akin# flun'T- 
upon trust from nil "ar opinion and that we are to jade* 
by the eve of reason and not from common repor* 

1 1'lntvch Lite of Pvrrha** c.8 
lie o* 1 iaimrin. c. 3 
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I long had a man in ins house that liied Icn or fwehu 
jiars ui tlm hew World, discolored in tilts.’ htlci dais, 
uid in that jmt of it whore Villegnignon landed,' wlm.1l 
lie i illed Antarctic' France Tins discover! of so mst a 
countn seem* to lv of sen gre.it < on si dent ion I ciimot 
1>< Min' that hereafter there mat not he anolliei, so manv 
wiser men thnn we has met lx.cn deceived in tlu« X am 
afrud onr • ie« nn> lugger than our bellies, and that we 
li i\t> more i urin-.it \ than cupautv , foi we grasp at all, hut 
< itch not hint; 1>tit wind 

T’lito limit's in Solon, : telling it ston tliat lie bad heaul 
from the jmtsts of Pus in Egipt that of old, and Indore 
the Deluge, then was a gri it island calk’d Atlantis, situate 
direct 1\ at the mouth of tin Straits of Gibraltar, winch 
contained inert countries than l«»tli Africa and Asm put 
togi Uier , and that the Kings of that umntn, who not onlj 
possess, (1 that isle, hut ext» tided then dominion so far into 
the continent that the* had a countn of Afmausfiti us 
Egvpt and extending in Europe to Tusciin, attemptid to 
entrench men upon \sia, ami to subjugate all the nations 
tint hordoi upon the Mediterranean Si i, as fir is the 
Black Sci, and to that clTcct overrun all Spun, the Gauls, 
and Itah, so fur as to jsjnetnto into Gieeco, when' the 
Athenians stopjicd them but flint sonic time after, both 
the Athenians, md thn and then island, wore swallowed 
h) the Flood 

It is ior> hkeli that this extreme irruption and inunda- 
lion of water made wonderful changes and alterations m 
tile habitations of the eirtb os 'tis said that the sea then 
divided Sc ill fiorn Ttilj — 

“ Iln i loen \i quondam, Ct v astn com alia mini, 
DmmIiih-* f, nmt ipmni juotenns utraciun tollns 
L nn fori l ’ ‘ 

Cvpius fiom Sjrra, tho isle of Negropout fiom tlio con- 
tinent of Bceofiin and elsewhere united lands that were 

* At Brazil, in ITi7 ‘ In Tumis 

5 “ These IntuKthnj <mj, onto with violence ami vast dcsola* ton 
com ills'll, burst imutulpr, which crcwlulc were one" — liM id, 
hi 414 



216 OF CAWIBAI^ J3O0KI 

separate before* by filbag up the channel betwixt them with 
>und and mud 

Stpn!j»<]iv> din p\ln« aptaqno rerms 
\ i< uvk url es ftlit et gr&vr scant iratnmi 1 

But there is no gre.it appearance that this isle was this 
New World so lately ch Slow red for that almost touched 
upon Sj am and it were an incredible effect of an inunda- 
tion to have tumbled bach so prodigious a mass above 
twelve hundred leagues besides that our modern nan 
gators have already almost discovered it to be no island, 
but ieria finna and continent with the East Indies on thr- 
one side and with the lands under the tw o poles on the 
other side , or if it be separate from them it is hv so 
narrow a strut and cb-muel that it none the rooie desen es 
the name of an isI ind for that 
It should seem that in this great body there are two 
sorts of motions the one natural and the other febnfle as 
there .ire in ours When 1 consider the impression that 
our river of Dordoigne has made in my time on the ngbfc 
banl of its descent and that in twenty years it Ins gained 
so much and undermined the foundations of so many 
houses I perceive it to be an extraordinary agitation for 
had it always followed this coui bp or were hereafter to do 
it the aspect of the world would be totally changed But 
rivers alter their comse sometimes beating against, the 
one side and sometimes the other and sometimes quietly 
keeping the channel I do not speak of sudden lnuncln 
tions the causes of winch everybody understands In 
Mml nc hv the sea store the Siem d Arsne im trotter 
sees an estate lie had ttere buned mod* r the sands winch 
the sea vomits before it whue the tors ot sonic houses 
are yet to be seen and where his rents and domains are 
converted into pitiful barren pasturage Ilie inliaintaufs 
of this place aihnn that of late years the sea has driven bo 
vchemcntlv upon them that thev have lost above tour 
league*, ol laud Tie^t' sands m- her harbingers and we 

1 Tlmt v hah no? oneo a «t«nlr n v*h and boi e i C“*.Ql on it 
l«>“Oin nn\ fo-da ncighhoonog eilic and admit*! tlic plough — 
Hop a c Xh IctuPodtcf i 6 j 
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now sec great heaps of monng «=in«l, that march half & 
le unit; before lier, and ouupv the 1 mil 

Tlu* other testimony from antiquity, to which Mane 
would applv this- discover of the New World is in Aris- 
totle , at loist it that little booh of Unheard-of minifies 
lie bis He t lure tells us tint certain Carthaginians, 
having ironed the Atlantic Sei without the Straits of 
Gibraltar, and sided » ten long tram, discovered if last a 
great nud fruitful island all cot trod onr with wood, and 
Watered with set oral broid mid deep riven, , far remote 
froiu all Urra tir»w. and that the) aud otlnrs alter tlioiu, 
allured hi the goodness and fertihtv ot the soil went 
tluther with their wins and children and began to plant * 
colons But tlu senate of Cartilage. jH.rceiv mg their people 
hr little and little to dimmish issued out an express pro- 
hibitum, tint none, upon mm of death, should transport 
themselves thither, und also drove out thi«e new inhabi- 
tants , f* ’i ring ’us «aid, lest in process of time thov should 
so niultiph as to supplant themselves and rum their state 
But tins relation of Anstolli no inon.’ agrees with inu now- 
found lands than the other 

Tim, man that I had wns a plain ignomut follow, and 
therefore tin more lihtli to tell truth forvonr botUrbud 
sort of men au much more cunoimn then ubsei \ atinn *t it> 
tint, anil discover a irreat deal more, but thou flaw gloss 
upon it, and to give the greater weight towliat tlici deliver 
and allure tour 1m Ik f. thev cannot forbear a little to alter 
the story, the! never represent things to vou simply ns 
thev are, lint rather as tliev appeared to them oi as thev 
would have them appear to you, mid to gain the reputation 
of men of judgment and the better to induce loui faith 
are willing to ht Ip out the business with something more 
than is reallv ton. of their own invention Now in this 
case, we should utlierhaieamau of irreproachable verauft, 
or so simple that- he has not wherewithal to contrive, iijd 
to gi\ e a colour of truth to false relations, *uid w ho can ha\ c 
no ends m forging nu untruth Such a one was mine , and 
besides, be hits at divers times hi ought to me 'eversil 
seamen and merchants who at the same time went the saint* 
v mage I shall therefore content mvself with his informa- 
tion,^ "without lnqunmg what the cosmography sin to the 
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busier n "ftc shoal 1 have topognj bm to trace out to us 
the pirtmiiir j Iir«.s Then* tiler hive Iwcn but for hit jiil 
hid tl i i h inii„e over us to luxe firn the Hols Land 
tl in ill h is the privilege forsooth to toll us storm o* 
ill tlif tli r j iris of the world bruits I would hive 
verv n writ whit li<* know* aud as much as be knows 
h it no m >n an 1 (liat not to this onlj but in all other 
sub]c t { r --uch i person msj hart «ntnf particular 
1 now It 1 . 1 * in 1 <*T}«.ncnce of the nature of such a nver or 
*ui h a fountain wh» is to other thine knows no more 
thin whit in errlodv does ind jut to I»« p a clutter with 
this little pittance of his will undertake to write the whole 
hods of plijsic* a v let from which great inconveniences 
dome tl i jr original 

Now to return to mj subject I find tliat there is nothing 
Imlrirons aud savage ra this mtion hr am tiling tint I 
can gather excepting that even- one gives the title of 
barbarism to even thing that is not in u°o in his own 
countrj As indeed we hive no other level of truth aud 
r.n<mn than the example and idea of the opinions and 
customs of the pi ice wherein we live there is aluax s the 
perfect religion there the perfect, government there the 
most exact aud accomplished usage of all things The* ire 
*avuges it tin, biuh* rate that we sa\ fruits are wild winch 
nature produce of herself and bv lier own ordinary 
progress whereas in truth we ought nthor to < all tho=e 
wild whose natures we have changed bv our artifice and 
diverted from the common order In those the genuine 
mo c t useful and natural virtuos and properties are vigorous 
and sprightly which we have helped to degenerate rather 
bv accommodating them to the pleasure of our own cor 
rupted palate And vet for ill lhi« our tarfe confesses a 
flavour and dclicacj excellent even lo emulation of the 
best of ours in several fruits wherein those countries 
abound without art or culture Neither is it reasonable 
that art should gun the pro eminence of our great and 
powerful mother nature tVe hax e so surcharged her with 
the additional ornaments aud graces we have added to the 
beauty and riches of her own works bj oar inventions that, 
we have almost smothered her vet in other places where 
she alnne*! m her own puritj and proper lustre she mar 
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vtlloush baffles and disgraces all our Tam and fntolous 
attempts 

"Tt icninnt hMern? -ponte stin melius , 
f>urgil it in will-* (i>nno=inr nrhntm nntri= , 

Et token's nails dulcius nrtc cninmt 1 

Our utmost eudonx ours cannol arrive at much as to 
imitate tlio ne't of tlic least of birds, its contexture 
lio.iiitv, and convenience not so much as the web of a 
poor spider 

All things, has Plato,* are produced either In nature, 
bi fortnneor h\ art , the greatest and most beautiful by 
the one or the other of the former, the hast .mil the most 
imperfect by the lust 

These nations then stem to me to lie so fur barbarous as 
having received but ierv little form and fashion from art 
and hiimau munition and consequently to be not much 
remote from their original simplicity The luw« of nature, 
however, govern them still not ns ict much Mtinted tilth 
am mixture of ours hut 'tis m such purity that I am 
sometimes troubled we were not sooner acquainted with 
these people and that they were nut di'ioiered in those 
bolter times, when then? were uicn much more able to 
judge of them than we are I am sorr\ that Lveurgus and 
Plato had no knowledge of them , for to my apprdif usiou, 
what wc now see in those natioua, dots imt onh surpass all 
the pictures with which the poets ha\o adorned the golden 
age and all their inventions in feigning a happy state of 
niau but moreover the fancy mid even the wish and desire 
of philosophy itself , so native and so pure a simplicity as 
wo bi e\]>cnoncc see to lie m them could never enter info 
tlieir' imagination uor could they over behete that human 
society tould have been maintained with so little artifice 
and human patchwork I should, tell Plato, that it is a 
nation wherein there is no manner of traffic, no knowledge 
of letters, uo Bcicuge of numbers no name of magistrate or 
political superiority no use of 6Cmtp, riches or poverty 

i “ Thu lit grows lust spontaneously the arbutus best in diadv 
eav es , and tlic wild notes of birth are sw eetcr than art can teach 
— PlIOltttTIOS, i. 8» ID 
‘ Laws, 10 
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no contracts no successions no in ldeuds no properties no 
empln\un nts bat those of leisure no respect of lnndred 
but common no clothing no agriculture, no metal no use 
of c mi tr wine the very words that signify lying 
treach rv dissimulation avancc cnyy detraction pardon 
m'lt r heard of How much would he find his imaginary 
republic short of his perfection! 1 ‘ Vin a dns recentes’ 

Ho- natura mode- pnmnm dedit 1 

As to the rest they bye in a country very pleasant and 
temperate so that &a mr witnesses inform me tis rare to 
hear of a mob person and they moreover assure me that 
they never saw any of the natucs, either paralytic blear 
eved toothless or crooked with age The situation of their 
i oimtry is along the sea shore enclosed on the other side 

1 This is the famous passage winch Shakespeare through Flono s 
aersion 1B03 ored J6IS p 30° has emploi elm the Tempest 
li I It may lie interesting in *uch a case to compare the two 
translations The\ [L) cargos and Plato] could not imagine a 
.enintie so pure m 1 sm pie as we epe it h\ experience noreicr 
1 elee e our socic tie mielit he maintained w lth c , little arte an 1 
humane combination It is a nation u ould ! answ ero Plato tli it 
hath no lan lc of traflil.c no know ledge of letters no intelligence 
of numbers no name of magistrate nor of poll tihe'upenon tie no 
\te oi 6trvice of nclies nroiporertv nocontrait" nosucce ions 
no (Imriencfc, no occupation but idle no respect of kinred but 
common noapjirrell but natural! no manuring of lands nnv>a 
<t vine come or mettle Tlie rerv words that import lying 
falsehood treason dis-inmlation eoi etousne^ en\ le detraction 
nn 1 par Ion were ne^er heard of amongst them How dissonant 
word 1 bee finds his imagimm eoramom ealth from fl i> perfection 

Hot natura modes pn nnm riciht 
N ature at first vpns-c 
The e manner' did deu-e 

3 urthermoie tl ej Ine in .a countrc of so cacceding pleasant and 
temperate situation tliat a-s mi testimonies hair to] rlc me it is 
aui\ rare Ui see a *ichebodj amongst then and thee hate hull tr 
a. sure 1 me they net er s»w am man there shaking wath tl t 
j alac loothlfe. e with eaes dropping or crooked and «toopnv 
through a e e — V/ nl esnuwt t Libn ry it 
* M»n fresh trotn the go Is — isFatcv Fp <Ki 
3 Tie e were the manners first taught b> nature — \JPCII* 
(inrrgyi u ’’0 
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towards the laud with great and high mountains liming 
about a hundred leigue*- in breadth bet twin Time hai e 
lire it store of fish and flesh, that Ii no no resemblance to 
those of ours ninth the\ eat without ni\ other cookers, 
than plain Iwilmg, nmttng. and broiling The hist tint 
rode i horsi. tint tier, though ni sevenil other voyages lie had 
ocmtru t« d mi at .piaint nice and familiarity with them, put 
thtm into so terrible a fright, with his centaur apjioirante, 
tint tln\ killed him with their arrows Wore tho\ eon Id 
come lo'disi o\u who he was Their hmldiinrs me urv 
long, and uf tajneitj to hold two or time hundred peoph, 
made of the Inrks of tall trus- reared with one <*nd upon 
the ground, and leaning to and siipjtorting oltt another, at 
the top like sonic ol our turns ot who h the coverings lung 
down to the uni ground, nod «en«s for the bide wills 
Tim Jmve wood so hard, that tliei out with it. and make 
their words of it and their grills of it to broil their meat 
Thur beds an* of cotton hung sw inging from the roof, like 
our seaman's hatnmcH Us, <*i on mau his own, for the wives 
be npirt from thur husband* Tliei ribe u itli the sun, anil 
so soon as tlies are up eat for all di\, for the) lime no 
more meals liut that thee do not thi u drink, as Smdns 
rejiorts of some otlit r people of the East that neur drank 
at thur meils, but drink very oft. n all dm uftm and 
sometimes to a rousing pitch Their drink is mode of a 
certain root, and is ot the colour of our claret and thei 
never drink it hut lukewarm It will not keep above two 
or three davs, it 1ms a somewhat sharp, brisk taste, is 
nothing head}, hut lerj comfortable to the stomach laxa- 
tive to strangers, but a very pleasant beverage to such as 
are nt uistoiued to it They make use, instead of bread, of 
n certain white compound, like Coriander comfits , I have 
tasted of it , the taste >s sweet and a little flat The 
whole dm is spent in dancing Their voung men go 
a-hunfnvg after wild beasts with bows and arrows, one 
part of their « omen are c-mplojed in preparing tlicir dniik 
the while -which is their eh* f employment One of thur 
olcl men, in the morning before the} fall to eating, preaches 
to the whole familj walking from the one end of the 
house to the other, and several tunes, repeating the same 
sentence, till he lias finished the round, for their houres 
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rtti tit hast u liunir* l \irli Jan* \ tin or towards tliur 
nifv i iilln { mi h th tr iwi ir* tin tru h vl/nf 
hit lit ir II r r fiilunr m tin <1 • tu pit flam in 
mm i tint lit ih ir ai\ < who jroinh tfn m th ir drinl 
niriiuiill pus! Ih fav1iim<flWI«]t mio- 
•>" II it ml r lb t.i >1 II ini' Ms 111 I t • Jilnul till r 
ari'f* «./i it th i j, j ( • til'll t an I of tin it rift - I >r. 1 
Mil « nt un nil !»\ tb s tun 1 of i\hi (i til v J<vp t hr- 
< tin if th ir l m in to Ik «sti m « tirilphris ml 
mit njst >tl« t- it mi li'iu*- lint hhair nil over iml 
mu< li ni in i) uh ilun \\( without nthi r ri7 rtlnunnoof 
W<nl or it ill ili<*i lull ri in tliL lmmurfiith of (Ip 
^ *nl nulthitthu nh>bn\ mint* 1 snllof th god- on 
1 »il_ 1 m that | irt rtf hi iti ii whin 1 thr* mid rnn awl tin. 
au.nr- l in th. mil 

Tin i li iu I Knott n l wh it hind <>f pm sl» mid pr iplii t s 
wIkj wri nr li pn. nnt tin m*. fms (» (lit [> on} Jntifljr 
thrir nl in tM mount hip At tliur nrrirnl thin i ti 
B ri it ft ist .uil sohmn assimlh of mm> ulha,* tu.h 
house is I lnu dtvriliel inn! r> n nlUcrc and tlmr nre 
about i Tr in.li distant from on*' another Tins 

prophet ill < 1 inns to thun in pa Mu exhorting (him to 
vnton and tli nr dnti hut all tliur ethics an cimpn-d m 
these two articlis resolution in war mad affection to thou 
wires Hr also proplu.su ■. to thorn events to l Oinr and the 
issiti i tin > nri toespict fruia tlicir cuti'q>nsrs and [ romjits 
than to ot Jiuris (him from nitr btit Irf. him Jcol. to t 
for if he fail in lus ditmition and nrn (lime liappoti other 
who tli in he Ins fontold he is cut into i tiioii°and pieces 
if he be caught and condemned for a to No prophet for 
that, reason if auv of them has lxien mist'll on he is ro 
in ire faeinl of 

Dn in ition is a gift of God and therefore to abuse 
it oitglii to be a punisliilile imposture Amongst the 
Scj tbnns whore their di mien failed in the promised effect 
they were laid bound hand and foot upon carts loaded 
Bath furzo and Imiss end dream In oxca on which tics 
were burned to death ' Such as onl) meddle with things 
subject to tlio conduct of human capacity are excusable in 
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doing the best thev can but those other fellows that come 
to delude ns with iS'inanccs of nn ottraordman fncultv, 
Knond our uudi'rst incline, ought tlios not to lw pumsh. <1 
win n tin i do not ninlo good the effui t of their pros met, and 
for tli** temmlv ot tin ir imposture ■* 

The'v Invi nmtinmil war with the nations that htr 
further within the mninland. lievuud their mountains to 
which tln>\ go linked, and without other anus than their 
how '•and wooden swords, fashioned at one end like the hind 
ot our}avelin« The ohstmaev of their lutth sis wmwhiful, 
i ud till a noiretnl without great effusion of IdcHid f,.r is 
to runuiUf, iiwn\ tin v kuow not wlut it is Even one foi 
itrophi brings limn, tin head of nn enema he hns Lilli d, 
whlth he tin s owr the dwr of his house After lmv mg ,t 
long nine tr. ated their prisoners ven well, and given them 
all the regales Kiev tin tiimL of he to whom the prisoner 
1 dongs, invites a groit assemble of his tneiuls Thor 
l»‘i»g come lie ties n rope to mu of tin* arms of tin prisoner, 
of w hull at a distmei out of Ins reach In holds tin cun. 
end hmisi It and gnus to the friend In loves Ust tlie oth> r 
awn to hold after the snne mann.r, which being dom 
thev two in the presence of all the assemhh, despatch him 
with thiir swords \ftor that tliev mist linn eit him 
nni"in.'t tin m, an.l wend some chops to their absent friemU 
Tluv do not do this as >oum* tliml , for nourishment, as 
tin Sivthiaus aiuuntlv did hut ns a repri si ntntion of 
nn extreme revenge ns will ip]-eivr hv this that liaung 
ohserved the Portuguese, who won m league with fliur 
enemies to mllict another bort of diath «j>on am of them 
thev tool prisoner' which was to sot them up to the girdle 
in the earth, to shoot at the remaining part till it was stud 
full of uriows, and then to himg thorn, thev thought those* 
iicojde (,f thr other world (as being men who had sown the 
know ledge of a great mam rues amongst their neighbour!,, 
and who wen, much greater masters in all sorts of mischief 
than theO did not exercise this sort of reveugc without a 
meaning, and that it must needs l>e more painful than 
theirs the} begun to leave their old war, mid to follow 
this I am* not som tlrnl wc should here take notice of the 
barbarous horror of so cruel an action, but that, seeing so 
clcarlj into tl eir faults, wc should be so blind to our own 
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I «onc*nc thrre is more barbarity in eat rag a mao all re, 
than whra he is dead , in tearing a body limb from limb by 
mbs and t»nn<rats that ie jet in perfect sense , in Toasting 
it hi degrees . in causing Jt to be bitten and worried br 
d >^s inJ cxnoe Us ire hare not onlv read, but lately seen 
nut ditnmy&t inveterate and mortal enemies but among 
nuahtvrazk and fellow-citizens, and, which is worse, under 
><il »ur of put> anil religion), than to roast and eat lata 
atUrbe i\ dead 

ChtyMppua and Zeno, the two beads of the Stoic sect, 
were of opinion that there was no hurt m making use of our 
dead cai caasis in what way soever for our necessity, and in 
feeding upon them too,’ as our own ancestors who being 
bcarcijcd by Cesar in the city Ale-Ha, resolved to sustain 
the famine of the siege with the bodies ul their old men 
women, and other persons who were mc&palile of bearing 

arms 

“ \ a-cone-, at f<una cst, aliments tahbns usi 
Pn/Ji-vereaturaas’ ' 

And the phv sicuns male no 1 wires of employing it to all 
sorts of use either to apply it outwardly, or to giTC it 
inwardly for the heaLth of the patient ’But there never 
iras any opinion so irregular, as to exxu=e treachery, dis 
iovalty’ tjrannv, and cruelty, which are out fimilnr nee* 
We m IV then call these people barbarous, in respect to the 
rules of reason but not in reaped, to ournclies, who in all 
sorts of barbarity exceed them. Their wars are throughout 
noble and generous, and carry as much csoa°e and fair pro 
brace, as that human malady is capable of , haring with 
them no other foundation than the solo jenlou~y of valour 
Their disputes are not for the conquest of new lands for 
these, they already possess are so fruitful bv nature as to 
supply them without labour or concern with all thma; • 
necessary m such abundance that tier have no Deed to 
enlarge their bordeis And they are moreover, happy in 
this that chev only covet so much as their natural necessi- 
ties require all beyond that, is superfluous to them men 

- Dio-rene- Laertius 186 

J “Tis =atil the C.U5rons with such meats ajijieaw'd their 
hunger'— J utes Sat , w 93 
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of tin,* same age call one another generalh brothers, those 
"lie ire xminger, i hildren , and the old men are fathers to 
■ill The-* leue to thur licit' m * onunou She full jmi"o=- 
sion of goods without am nmmmr of illusion, or otlur title 
than xi hat nature Ik stows upon her creatures, in bunging 
tin m into the world If their miglihnur* pass oxer the 
mount lint to a*- lull them mid obtain a ml ton, all the 
Motors gain In it is pi, in «*nh mid tin. aJxant igi eflunnip 
proved thoni'olxes the hotter m valour and x irtu» for thex 
inner meddle xutli the goods <*f tin counuen.il tmt pr* -mitlx 
li turn into thur oxin lomitrx when tin \ hive no xx,uit of 
utivtlnug mei«san nur of this gnatest of nil goods to 
Inow lnjipilx liow to enjox th"ir toudition and to lie toil* 
tent ' "d those * turu do 'hi s in e , tl» , detv uvd of 
thoir prison* is no other ransom, than ni know leilgmoiit that 
tlnx are 01 ereorn* lmt there is not one found in mi nge, 
wlio will not rather clioos. to dm than make suih a lonfes. 
sion, or either hi won! or look, ruode from thi entin. 
gnudetir »f an umnuhlo louraae Tlnw is not a man 
amongst tin in who lmd nut rather 1*0 killed and eaten, than 
so much as to o]*n his muuth to intrent he max not They 
Use them with all liberalitx and fricdom, to tin >ud their 
liu s max k so niuih the dearer to than , hut friquontlx 
entertain them xx itli menm ex of tin ir appnvn lung iluitli, of 
the torments tliox art to sutTer of tin pn jurat ions ninking 
m order to it, of the mangling tlnm limbs, and of the feast 
that is to 1 « limdi, where tluir carcass is to be the only dish 
All which tliox do to no other end, hut only to extort some 
gentle or submissive word from them, or to frighten them 
so Us to nuke them run awax , to obtain this ndx antage that 
tlux xx in terrified, and Hint tlieir constancy was shaken, 
nud indeed, if eighth taken, it is in this point onlv that a 
true ncton consists 

“ Yictom milk cst, 

Ijuam qua confcs-os nr. mu i|uoqiie rubjugnt Iifi'to* >M 

The Hung-irinns, a von warlike people, never pretend 
further thin to reduce the enemy to their dtscteLoi, , for 
having forced this confession from them, thex let them go 

1 “ >o victors Js complete, which the conquered do not admit to 
he so " — Cl iLJillS, Dr Srxlo Contutalu Donorti, x 248 
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without injurt or ransom excepting at the most to make 
them cnpa_,e thtir w rd nevi.r to hear anus against them 
agun V< i hm snfficient advantages over our enemies 
that arc ! irrowed and not. t.nilv our own it is the quabtl 
' f a f <>rt»r and no effect of virtue to have stronger aims 
ini] b it is a de id md corporeil quahti to set in arrav 
tis i turn of fortune to make our cncmv stumble or to 
dazzle him with the light of the sun tis atnch of science 
and art and that mar happen in a mean base fellow, to lie 
a good fnufr The estimate and value of a man consist 
in the heart and in the will there his true honour lies 
Valour is stability not of legs and arms but of the courage 
aud the soul it doe» not he in the goodness of our hor e or 
our arm 1 * * but m our own He tint, falls obstinate in his 
mirage- — Si succulent de genu pugnat 1 — be -who for any 
d uigcr of imminent death abates nothing of in« assurance 
who dying vet dart* at his cnemr a fierce and disdainful 
look is overcome not bi us but bv fortune * he is killed 
not conquered the most valiant are sometimes the most 
unfortunate There are defeats more triumphant than 
victories Is ever could tho«e four sister victories the 
fairest the sun ever beheld of SaUmis Platan SIvcale and 
Sk ily venture to oppose all their united glones to the 
single glory of the discomfiture of King Leonidas and his 
men at the pass of Thermopyhe Whoever ran with a 
more elonous desire and greater ambition to the wihiumt 
than Captain Iscolas to the certain loss of a battle 3 Who 
could have found oul a more subtle invention to secure Ins 
vafetv than he dnl to assure lus destruction He was set 
to defend a certain pass of Peloponnesus against the 
Arcadians which considering the nature of the place and 
th° inequality of forces finding it utterly impossible for 
him to do and seeing that all who were presented to the 
enemy must certainh be left upon the place and on the 
other side reputing it unworthy of his own virtue and 
magnanimity and of the Lacedaemonian name to fail in anv 
part o£ his dutT he chose a mean betwixt these two 

1 If Jus legs fail him 1 r fights on I is knees — Senfca Dc 
Prov dentur c. *> 

Jlcm lie Constantin Snpienta® C G 

a Diodorai Siculus u 64 
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extremes nft<*r (lit-, manner, the joungcst and most actne 
of Ins men. In* pte-erwd fm the M-rvici. and defence ot Ihi'ir 
countn.and sent thorn Ij k 1 , uul with flic rest, whose Joss 
would bo of It's, ton-idem ion, lu resohed to make good the 
pas-, and with the do it h of tluiu, to make the eiierac bn\ 
their entn as «h ,ir as jmssil.h In could, n« it hi] out, foi 
bung present !\ em ironed on all sides be the -VrcidiaiiB, 
nffei hating made a gr.at slaughter of the i noun, he und 
IlHWtWnll cut in piece- Is tin re nut tioph> dodic ited 
to the conquerors wlmh was not mixta inure due to these 
who were ourenitu ■* The part that tru. c unquoting is to 
ph> , lice m the eueountn, not in the coming .iff , nnd tlic 
honour of cnlour lonsists in hvhtmg not in subduing 
Put to return to im store tlicsi prisoners ua so far Irma 
disenunug the* h ist, woakuess for ill the terrors that cm 
lie represented to them that, ou the contran, during the 
two or three months thei are kept, tliei aim is appear 
with a eliecrful counlemincx, importune their masters to 
male lwsto to bring them to the test dcf\, mil at them, 
und npioa.h them with cow ai dice iud the numbtr of 
bitths tlx i hiu lost ay unit tho-e u f then eonntij I 
lime i song mail. In one of these piisuuers wherein he bids 
tlx m cotiie all und dme u)>on Inni, and wcluimt , lot thc\ 
shall withal e it their own fathers uud giuudf ethers, who-e 
flesh has scried tofetd uid nounsh him These muscles" 
sats he, " this Utah and time' senna are \ our own poorsillc 
souls us sou me, sou little think that the substanu of sour 
ancestors’ limlis is hut set , notne what sou eit, aud sou 
will find in it the taste ot jour own fb'sb " in which song 
theie is to bo obsened an imcntion that nothing ioli«Ix s 
of the barb man Those that pamt those people djiug nttei 
this manner, rep u sent tin, prisoner epittiug in the faces ot 
Ids executioners and making wr\ mouths ut them \nd tis 
most certain, that to the rerj lust gasp, thej ucui cease to 
brave, and defy tJicrn both in word and gesture In plain 
truth, these men are %er\ auage in comparison of us , ot 
necessity , thei must cilbei be absolutely so oi else re are 
smages, for there is a vast diffeame betwixt tlx ir 
manneis and ours 

The men there hm o sec oral wices, and so much the 
greater number, bj bow mu. h thei hac e the greater roputa- 
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turn for vilnm And it if* on? very remarkable t on t lire in 
then lnimuro-* that (lie same jealousy oiir wives h lvc to 
liimhr .uni dm rt ns from the f rieiulsltip and f.umlinnty of 
fills, r woiiu-h those employ to promote their husbmds’ 
dt sirtn and to procure them main spouses , for hung above 
ill things solicitous of tlieir husband 1 -’ honour. ’tis thPir 
dmfest care to bceh out and to bnng in the most ewn- 
jiimons thf>\ can, fonsmuLli as n is a testunom of the 
fm ‘-hand’s v irtue Most of our hdies will cry out, that ’tis 
monstrous, iv bercas m truth, it i« not ro, Iwt a truly 
uintrimonnl virtue. ind of tbo highest form In the Jhl>]<\ 
Sarah, with In. all and Ruchct, tin* two wnc? of Jacob gave 
the most beautiful of tliur handmaids to tliur husbands , 
Linn preferred the passions of Augustus to her own 
interest, 1 avul the wife of King Deiotarus, Stratomce, did 
not nub, gne up a lair joung maid that scried her to In r 
liusbind’s unbraces but moreover care fulls brought up 
thf childien ho had by her, and assisted them in the suc- 
cession to their father’s cron n 

Vnd that it mar uot be supposed, that oil tins is done L) 
a. simple and servile obligation to then common practice, 
or by am authoritative impression of their ancient custom 
without judgment or reasoning and from having a soul so 
stupid, that it caimcu conti me wliat else to do, I must here 
give >eu some touches of their sufficiency m point of under 
standing Bi sides what I repeated to you before, which 
was one of thetr songs of war, I have another a love-song, 
that begins thus " Stir, addei , stay , that In thr pattern 
m> sister may draw the fashion and w orh of a nch nbbou, 
that I may present to my beloved, bv winch means thy 
beautv and the excellent order of thy scales shall fur ever 
be preferred before all otliei serpents " "Wherein tbe first 
couplet “ Stay adder” Ac males the burden of the song 
Now I have conversed enough with poetry to judge thus 
much that not only, there is nothing of barbarous in this 
invention, hut, moreover, that it vs perfectly Anacreontic. 
To which ruav he added, that their language is soft of a 
pleasing acrent, and something bordering upon the dree I 
terminations 


1 Suetonius, Life of Augustus, c 71 
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11 1 ref of thew people. not foregoing how den their 
knowledge of the corruption'' of this part of the world 
will 1 1 no dm tost their Imjipiut^s. and rc]K>s». and tlint tii* 
effect of thiMOiiunuU' will be then run r : I jaestippon* 
it is in ft \n\ fuir wm (miserable nicn to suffci tlnunselus 
to he delud'd with desire ol umelti and to him left the 
‘•etvtiiti otthin own heaven. to conn ‘owr ti>gi/e at oaiuf) 
w«ie lit Kuuen at the time that tin late Kim; Charles IX 
was there The lmg himself talked to them a good while, 
and they wue made to see' our fashions our pomp and 
the form of a great eltj Aftei winch, sunn one asked their 
opinion and would know oi them what of all th, tilings 
then had seen tin \ tuiind most to Ik .ulmin-d - Tn which 
thei iiiiide’ nusnor Hires things ,,f vim It I liuu fm gotten 
the* third, and atu turn Wed .it if hut fwu I u-t runic mliei 
They said thit 1U the lirst plaeo then thought it ren 
strange*, tlmt m many t ill men wearing beards, strong, uul 
well armed, who wire aland the king ( 't is like 1 they meant the* 
Swi-sof his guild) should submit tool ei i ihild.'md tint 
then did not rothn choose out cue unongst tlietnsihcs to 
eomuinwl Jiccoudh (the) h" •' a w ,i\ of sin a king in their 
language to call men the half of one’ anollat), tint the\ 
had obsmtd Hint flare were I'Uiosg-t m> men hill and 
t rum nu'd with all m inner ot <ouvnmdities, whilst m the 
meantime, then lube's were hogging at their doom, lean, 
and half-starved with hunger ami pou*rti , and tho\ 
thought it stin n gc that these* necessitous halves w«e able 
to suffer so gre U an inequality and lnpistue, lud that 
they did not take the others by the throats, or set the to 


their houses 

I talked to one of them a 2 icat while together, hut I liad 
so ill un mterpretei, and one who was so ]iuplt\ert In bis 
own muoKuice to apprehend my meamug, that I could set 
notluug out of h”» Cf mi moment Asking him wlint 
.idiantaee lie reaped from the snpenonti he lud amongst 
Ins own people (foi he was a captain, and oui uunners 
called him king), he told roe, to nurJi at the head of 
them tn w ar Demanding of him further, how many men 
he had to -follow him 9 he showed too a spare of giomwt 
to smnif) us mum os> could match in such a compass, 
which might be four or fi'C thousand men, and putting 
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tie question to him whether or no Ins authority expired 
with the w s he tdil me tins remained that when he 
went t<> visit the villages of his dependence they plained 
luia paths throu c h the thick of their woods by winch he 
ought past, at Ins ea«e All this does not sound very ill 
and the last was not at all ami's for the) wear no breeches 


CHAPTER XXXI 

THVT A WAN IS 80BEKX.T TO JTOGE OP THE 
DI7U.F OHD12.AACES 

Tbt true field and subje. t ot mi posture are things un 
known forasmuch as in the first pi ice their very strange 
ness lends them credit and moreover by not being subjected 
to our ordinary rea'ons they deprive us of the means to 
question and dispute them For vtiieh iea«on says Plato 
it is much more east to catisfv tin hearers when speaking 
of the nature of tlie god, than of the natine of men because 
the ynoi race nf the auditorr affords a fair and large career 
and all manner of liberty in the handling of abstruse things 
Thence it comes to pass that nothing is so firmly believed 
as what we least know nor any people so confident as those 
who entertain us with fables such as tout alchemist' 
judicial astruln-reis fortune tellers and physicians )d 
genus omne 1 * 3 to which I would willingly if I durst join 
a pack of people tlint take upon them to interpret and 
control the designs of God Himself pretending to find out 
the cause of evorr accident and tn pn into the secrets of 
the divine will there to discover the incomprehensible 
motives of His works and although the variety and the 
continual discordance of erents throw them from corner 

1 InCntne- 

1 It ain't 1 e home in mm3 that not onlvin the tune of Montaigne 
Jut m the later davs of Mol lire the general body of =o tailed 
p!i'“ air* v ere nterp emnines and d iriatw- — 1\ (’ H 

1 And all tl at «ort. of people — Hop ACE flat l 2 2. 
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to corner, and to-sthem from cast to neat, \ct do thii still 
inrsist in their ram inquisition, find tilth the fame penal 
to paint Mack and w lute 

In ft tuition of thr Indies there is this commendable 
custom, that when anything befalls them nuns'! m nn\ 
encounter or luttle, thix jmliliclj ask pardon of the sun 
wlio is tlieir cod ns haxing committed an unpist action, 
nlwiu s imputing their good or oil fortune to the divine 
justice, amt to fhnt »ulunjttiug their own judgment and 
WftBon ’Tis enough for a Christian t« V lieu tint all 
things Cotne from God, to receive them with acknowlcdg- 
wieut of His dnine and iris, ratable. u.sdoiit, an>l atai 
thftTikfnlh to acapt und rcvitio tium, "ith what face 
soexer they nun present tlicin>-i.h< a But I do not approve 
of what I see m nsi. that is to seek to affirm and support 
our religion hi the prospers of our enterprises Our 
lielief has other foundation enough, without going about to 
authorize it 1>\ exeats i for thepeopte being accustomed to 
smli plausible arguments as tin si nud so proper to tin n 
taste, it is, to be feared lest when the\ fail "1 success thei 
should .also stagger m their faith , ns mthc war wherem 
we are now engaged upon the account of religion those 
who ]md llie better in the business of ihuhelabeille 1 * 
making great hr igs of that success, ns an infallible appro- 
batvm of tlieir cause, wlieu tlip\ came aftciwarde to excuse 
tf.e.r ?...sfa. (k ifi/w of Monioulo. i aud Jutev/', hi 4 11 mg 
thex wire fatliurh scourges aud 1 on petion- (hat they bad 
aot a people wholly at tlieir morel thex make it manifestly 
enough appear, u hat it is to t.ilro tno sorts of grist nut of 
the same sack, and with the same mouth to blow hot and 
cold It were better to possess the vulgar with the solid 
and real foundations of truth 'Tuns a Eire naval bittle 
that was paiued under the command of Don ,T ohu of Austria 
a few months since 1 against the Turks, but it has also 
pleased God at other times to let us sec as great a ictoric „ 
at our own expense In fine, ’Us a. hard mutter to reduce 
dmne things to our balance, without w\ tc and losing 1 
great deal of the weight Aud who would take upon him. 

1 In-Mai K-CO 5 In 1560 

1 That of Lcpaato, October 7, J»71 
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to give i r«.a=on tint Anus and Ins Pope Leo the principal 
lieils of tlie Aran heresv should die at seven! times of 
c-> lih and =trangu deaths (for lieing withdrawn from the 
3isj it an n !vi gnpiug in the bowels thev Ixith o£ them 
■uidhmli gave up the ghost upon the stool) and would 
■u, H rvate this divine vengeance lir the circumstances of 
the place micbt as well ada the death of Hehoanhalns who 
w is also slain m a hou«* of office. And indeed Iren-BUS 
was involved in the same fortune Cmd hemt, pleased to 
show us that the cood hare somethin:; else to hope for and 
the wicked something el«e to fear than the fortunes or 
misfortunes of this world menaces and applies the u 
ucordm- to His own occnlt will and pleasure and deprives 
us of the means foohshlv to make thereof our own profit 
And tho^e peaple abuse themselves who will pretend to 
dive into these mvstene* bv the strength of human reason 
Thev never one hit that thev do not receive two for it 
of which St Augustine makes out a great proof upon Ins 
adversaries Tis a conflict that is more decided bv 
strength of memon than bv the force ofrreason ^ e arc 
to content ourselves with the In, it it peases the sun to 
communicate tons bv virtur of his ravs and who will lift 
up his ev e to tab** in a greater let him not think it stnuioe 
if for the reward of lus presumption he there lose lus 
sight Quis homimim potest scire consilium Dei * aut 
quis potent cogilnre quid vtlil Donuuus 


CHAPTEJK, XXX II 

TBVT WE AXE TO AT01U PLEASURES EVEN AT TUE 
EXPENSE OF LIFE 

I had long ago ob ened most of the opinions of the 
ancients to concur in thi* that it is high time to die when 
there is more ill than good m huug and that to preserve 

1 "Who 'imonrrst men can know the counsel of God’ or who 
can think v hat the will of the Lord is ’ —Xapie it n n 
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life to our own torment <<ud inconvenience, is eontrsr] to 
tie very rules of nature as these old laws msfiuct us 


H %iji n\>r~u(, f( Onrrti » i-t* iKfiunjf 

K<tA.!i ru Si i/nroi oif u,)pii m j’iJi rt.p,t 

XoEuiffni Tv /ll) 'pi' Ifflll , l) 'pi n'-\lvi( 1 

But to push this contempt of death so far as, to employ 
it to the removing our thoughts from the honours riches, 
dignities md other favours and goods, as we call them, of 
fortune, as it reason were not sufficient to persuade us to 
avoid them, without adding tins new mjumtion I had 
never seen it either commanded or prai tised till this pis- 
sago of Seneca fell into rav hands , who admaii gLucihus 
a man of cieat power and dtitbo.-zti about the empeio r, tv 
alter his voluptuous and magnificent w.13 of living, and to 
retire himself from this woildly vanity and nmhition, to 
some solitary, quiet and philosoplucal hie, and the other 
alleging some difficulties “I am of opinion,” sajs he 
" either that thou leave that life of thnie, 01 liie itself, I 
Would, indeed advise thee to the gentle wav , and to untie, 
rather than to break the knot tlion hast mdisciectly knit, 
prov ided, that if it 1> not otherwise tu be untied, thou 
resolutely break it There is uo man so gro.it a coward 
that had not rather once fall than to be at" ays falling " 
I should linv e found this counsel conformable enough to 
the Stoical roughness but it appears the more stiange foi 
being borrowed from Epicui us, who writes the same thing 
upon the like occasion to Idomeuens Anil I think I have 
observed something like it, but with Christian moderation 
amongst 0.11 own people 

St Hihn Bishop of Poictier-i, that famous enemy of the 
Anan heresy, being in Svm, had intelligence thither sent 
bun, that Abn bis only daughter whom he left at home 
Under the e^c and tuition of her mother, was sought in 
marriage by the greatest nobleman of the country, as being 
a virgm v irtuonsly brought up, fair, rmli, and 111 the flow er 
of her age , w hereupon he wrote to her (as appear'! upon 
recoid), that she should remove her affection from all the 


1 “Either tranquil life, or happy death It 
life 11 wpansome It 1* better to die tlmn to 
Sion cos, Serin vx. 


1. nc'J to the when 
i live miserable ’ — 
= Ep,5S 
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pleasures and advantages proposed to her , for that he lad 
in his travels found out a much great® 1 and more worthy 
fortune for her a husband of much greater power and 
magnifiiente who would piesent her with robes and jewels 
of inestimable value whorem his design was to dispossess 
her of the appetite and use of worldly delights, to jom her 
wliollv to Sod , but the nearest and most certain way to 
this, being as he conceived, flie death of Ins daughter, he 
never ceased by vows prayers, and onsoas to beg of the 
Almighty that He would please to call her out of this 
world anil to take her to Himself , as accordingly it came 
to piss , for soon after his return she died, at which he 
expressed a singular joy This seems to outdo the other 
forasmuch as he applies himself to this means at the outset 
whu.li they only take subsidiarily , and beside* it was 
towards his obIt daughter But I will Dot omit the lattor 
end of this story though it he from my purpose , St 
Hilsrv s wife haring understood from him how the death 
ot their daughter was brought about by his desire and 
design and how much happier she wa.s (> to be lemoied out 
oF film world than to hove staved to it ronc.ftiied so vivid 
an apprehension ot the eternal and heavenly beatitude 
that she begged of her husband with the extremest impor 
tumty to do ns much 1 ot hir and find at their joint 
requefc shortly after calling her to Hun, it was a death 
embraced with singular and mutual coutera 


chapter xmir 

TBIT BORTTTSE IS OV10i.TISC6S C'Bf, LUTED TO ACT 
B7 THE EBX.ES OF REASON 

The inconstancy and various motions of Fortune' mav 
reasonably make us eaptet she should present ub with all 

1 The term Fortimr so often emploved bj Montai^tu* and 111 
pwn^EH where lie my (>t have used tint of Providence was censured 
b\ tlio doctor*. v* ho examined 1 w Easnv ** v* lion he vc M at lionw in 
IjSI (<?ee Lis Travels u wed 76 )— W C H 
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f>nrts of faces Can thor** he a more e\pre«s ac ( of jnstuf 
Hum tins 1 Tin* Pu| i of Val* ntitims, 1 hasrag nwohcd to 
|jnji.on 4drm Cinli'ml of Cun itu nidi n 2iom Pope 
Alexander VI , hi* futlui and himself, were to sup w the 
Vat lean, ho sent k fun. a luitile *»i jmisoued wine, and 
withal, strict order to tlm hut lot to hup it sen s.th The 
Ripe being come In fore Ins son and i. uhut; for drink, the 
Imtler supposing this wine hul not In^'ii su stm th rw om 
mended to his mi* Imt ouh upon tin an omit id its tx 
eellenti, pres« nt**d it forthwith to the Pop', md tin duke 
himself commit lnpu’sentli nfter nnd being confident tin i 
line] not tncddkd with his bottle, took, also his ■ up , so tlmt 
the father died imineduteh npm th< ‘pit and tin -on 
ifter haMnu born Imur tonmiihd with siikue*?, tens 
lasers til to anotlui and a worse loitune 
Sometimes she teems to plat upon us, just in the md, 
‘if nn nfTur Moosntir iTEntne, at that time ensign to 
^/otiwurdi Vi nd<mie,aod Ufonwur A liujirt'. Irauhwit 
lu the tompun of tin Dili dAemt being hath pututdgrs 
to the Sintr de FniupurulW sister' though of several 
parties (as it oft f ills out amongst front n r neiglihoni ■>), the 
Sionr dc La quts tamed noi tint ou the tame dm he was 
married, and winch w is worse, bifoie he went to hed to his 
tuff, the bndcgioum hiving a mind to hmk. a hnio m 
honour of his new bride, went out to skirmish near St 
Omer, where tk S.eur .VEstn'o proving the stiongti, took 
him pnsonc r, nnd the more to illustrate lnsMcton, the lad\ 
herself was faiu— 

“ CoiiJUr's Witt ciuvtt tioi i if tin it (ere colhmi 
Qiinm semens nna attjuc altera ruisnt litoiis 
Niii-tilm-. in longi~ wirtum sfttnra-.'Ct iinnri.ni 

-to request him of .vurtesv, to ddner up hi? prisoner to 
her as lie accordingly did. the gentlemen of Franco newer 
denying am tiling to ladips 


' <\sar Borgia.— H C H 

J Gulocmrdini, btona d Italw, n’» 'i 

* Martin dn Bellav Mini , u , 

1 " Ciminflltit to ftlistnm trom embracing her new Bpmu>em lier 
ann« 1„ fore two winters paw in sncec'-ion, damn? thnt long 
lugliti laid satiated Her csger lo\ i CATTi ra»S K* m Si 
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D* 1 nt <rat.li. -inn l<r G no -ntiw 
1 f H I n final 1 !}(■ in] r f Ct n tin it p! 

i 1 t r’ i 11 r( i int r tk ' n of H 1 i ptr* 

i i 1 tl ‘■in uii h i jl ivj to trnnl i‘*‘ our 
i i- 1 ”• ir nil Mia Km Cl vi t*i n*i * Ao«n»u 

! ii Mr .)1 f<»l d «n f lima* Iv- 1 v dn a fit, r 
i l Bo i h t ha it fr m «- m mth tl t Rint, Pol»-{ 
l i cu it <2 •« » b- f ix. a citr and K in_ sty! n ’war from 

1 i t ^ » V tj til f«j« n-d \i_i in nt Orkto' i' 

« t in 1 » i n at a i n up j r* r r tl M -« th r-ll 1 2 * 
rf tl M i lu i with t jm i ant> ri'^vtulente Ml 
d rn with o ulJ u rum B ,t *h< 3i 1 <jurt< cu&trar in 
mr Mika nr f r Cij *iui P n hnn ’ 1 f rn t» 
tl i t Kr n and Iminc tm ,1 a triiic un Kr t un. t 

|ir * til trail th nuti lmn e jnm. the Tail r u lift, 1 
fr in i la I i Jn|j« 1 down o-aun Dtftvtht! « whole 
ul •nur* nl c cx-itl* iijk n it' found >i tm that tin* 
U i •dcif'i.r lmmi onrrni »<« I r tint aiUmj t 

t pi mu l » vlav the jlir i .an Ji mi cf Photo. 
Kin .iwn or r It th jhv man's In n-a'-m of an m 
J*" hum in his l t Invina a unrl t*»nd him elf of hi 
jam It Rath ttea Mir wl lm'eif in a battle despiratclt 
me It thicle-t c the nemv where he va so for*unatelr 

roots led umt** throu h th b-vlr that tin. imj-i-hun*- 
bred* an 1 ht was pcrRctk cured Did 'he net aim eicel 
pointer Pro r 2«.n* * m hi® ar* who 1 h inns? finished LLe 
I it ure of a d<y quit* tired and out of 1 r -a h in all he 
otner yar'iei'-ellcntli v-dl to In own likinc l*utno beinsr 
aile to tipr& as be ttoild the 'hirer and foam that 

'htitild corav oj + of it mouth n xt-d and an"mt hj rrork 

ht took hi= 'j-on^e whith bv cleanin'' hi pencils had im 
1 i1».*d ieceral«nrt»yf colours and threw i m a ra^ amiin 
the picture with an intent utterly - to deface it when f r 
tune cm dm the eponse *u hit jncf upon ho Tnnu h 01 the 
do'’ it there p^norrued wh t all his ar* was not able to do 
Drv-s 'he not 'omenmcs direct our coun'eUaud corn c 1 
them Isabel Queen of Ea^Rud Innn, to =ail from 
Zealand into her own kingdom with „mrmr in favour of 

1 Martin da Bellac Mun hr u. itiL M) 

2 Pliny >at Hi iuoO 1 Idem ibid Ttxv ID 

* In 13H5 
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chap xs.xiii } act m ria riles o> nr\«os 

her son ugamst hot husband, had beer lost bad she come 
into the port she intended, home: there bud wait for ]>j the 
enenn , but fortune, ugaiust her mil, threw her into 
another luixen, whei*' she landed m sifetv And that 
nun of old who throwing a stout at a dog bit and billed 
bis inother-m-law , had he nut reason to pronoinue this 
t erso, 

rdtTi'poroi iijiui iaS\m fjni Witch 1 

Icctos lnd contracted with two soldiers to loll Timnh'on at 
Adrana iu Siult 5 These villains took tbnr time to do it 
when he w as assisting at a sacrifice, and thrn®ting into the 
croud as thci were making signs to one another that now 
was a fit tune to do tlieir busine** in steps a thud, who with 
a 8Word tabes one of them full Urm over the pate, Im s him 
dead upon the place and runs awax, which the other seeing, 
nnd concluding himself distoi cied and lost, runs to the nit nr 
and liegs for mem, promising to discoxoi the whole truth, 
ninth ns he was doing and taxing oppn the full mu. 
bpiract, behold the thud mau, who Iwwg npproliLiuleil, was, 
ns a munlei cr tlimst «uid hauled hi tin people through the 
press towards Tnnoliwi nud the othpi most eminent pel sons 
of the assemhh.hefoiewhom being In ought, lie mesouttor 
pardon, ph.admg that he hnd ju-th slim Ins iathei’s mur- 
derer, which he also piowng upon the ®pot, In suffineut 
witnesses, whom Ins good Colt one ion opportunely supplied 
linn withal, that hi fiitliei was reallr billed m the oitx of 
tin* Lecntines l>y that xtrx nun on whom he had fnL.n Ins 
revenge, he was presently nwurded ten Attn 1 unnre. foi 
liar mg had the good fortune, bj designing to remige die 
death of Ins fathe i , to presen e the life of the rommoti father 
of Sicil\ Fortuue, hul\, in her conduct surpasses all the 
rules of human prudence 

But to conclude is there not a dnect applicafton of hci 
favour, bounty, nnd pietx manifest!! discovered iu this 
action 5 Ignatius the father and Ignatius the sou being 
proscubed bv the truinivn s of Bomt, lesohed upon this 
generous act of mutual kindness, to fall In the hands of one 

1 " I<nrtane has morp judgment than w e " — Mcn \J> urp 

3 Phitatdi Lilcot Timoleoa.t 7 

1 TV old Attic miua was «ex enty fixe drftfinn'us 
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in th r mil l s ill it tin tint tv fm ‘rit' an l d«f it the 
multi nf ili ii rints nnl it'«nrtIin M h v illi tlmr*- 1 ' rl" 
Invn nu full <in%< «]*• n m anrili r vh n fnrtwi m 
luiI 1 lli tint th*v ma«l< tv < i juilli in on il 

w imd«. uff r 1 mtr v it h il c • inti It linn >ur In «'» I rav A 
in n 1 hip iw t* It in tli. m just Ktr* ii„'ih « » ugh to draw 
lit tlmr lil «>h Bttoi K tint tbit nu. lit h.ivc lilc rh fn 
• ml rut < nr mntlnr in this living i >ndihoti with c> ch 
•ml !i irtv mi mlirw tint the <xu utmier" mi off Imth 
tin ir h win at nm i h ivuir til 1“ ins still fust iink'-i 
l gi tli or in tins noli Iwinl nii'l tin ir wnmfh jim**! 
immlli u< njotith nffi ■ In natch ‘■inking in the last Hood 
and nm mi«l< r of tin 1ms of c v h other 


CHAPTER XXXJV 

of om mrrcT in oun noiLUMirM 

Mr father who fora man that lml no other idiaut igi*thim 
experience ntnl 1m own nitural jnrts was ncvcrtlicle *? 
cf a ten clear judgment forunriv told mi that he once 
lml thoughts of cniie-iA ounng to introduce tins practice , 
tlmt there might be MI even Citv a eerUiu plnci aligned 
to winch such ns stood in need of amtlnng might repair 
.uni hate their business cut end In on officer appointed for 
that i urj>o«e As for example I want a chapman to bur 
tm pearls I want one tlnit has pearl:. to sell such a one 
wants tompma to go to Pans , such a one seeks a sen ant 
of such a Quality , such a one a master, such a one such an 
artificer , some inquiring for one thing, some for another 
every one according to whit lie wants And dnjbtlc'i 
these mutual advertisements would be of no contemptible 
advantage to the public correspondence and intelligence 
for there arc evermore conditions that bunt after one 
another and for want of knowing one another s occasions 
leave men in vert great necessity 

I hare he ird to the great shame of the age we live m> 
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that m crar wrr <iglit two most excellent men for learning, 
died so poor that the' bad scarce bread to put in then 
mouths Iiilmg Gregorius Giraldn- iu Itali , aud Sebast nntia 
Castalto ra Germany and t belter-' there are a thousand 
mm would have nu itcd them into their families, with very 
ndiantngcous conditions, or hare relayed them where they 
■were, had they known then wwts The world is not so 
generally corrupted, hut that, I knu« a nisin th.it would 
heartily wish the estate his juacbtors bare left Inm, laalit 
lie einplojcd, en long ns it shall please fortimu to yive him 
hare to enjoy it, to secure rare and ienttikib]c persons of 
any hu<l, whom misfortune Bometimis persia ntes to the last 
degree, from the dancers ot nuc*sita . iuid , it least place 
than in such a condition that thev must l>e urv hard to 
phase, if thcr arc not contented 

Mi father iti lus domestic eronoraj had this rule 
(which 1 inimr how to commond, hut in no means to 
imitate], nnnieh, that besides the day-book or memorial 
of household affairs, where the small accounts payments 
aud ch>ln«sennjiti which do not require a s-trctirvs 
hand, were entered, and which a steward alirtis had »n 
custody, lir ordered him whom he emplorcd to write for 
him, to keep a journal, and m it (o set down all too 
remarkable occurrences, aud doily memorials of the his- 
tory of his bouse verv jdcns.int to look over, when tunc 
begins to wear things out of meinorv, aud very useful some- 
times to put us out of doubt when ench a thing was begun, 
when ended , whntTisitcas came, and when thei went, our 
travels, absences, marriages, and deaths , the reception o 
Rood or ill news, the change of principal servants, ma tW 
like An ancient custom which I think it would- not be 
amiss for evert onr to revive m his own house, and i and 
X did eery foolishly in neglecting it 
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OKA.PTEB XXXV 

OF THE CPSTOSI OF WEi-ED, G CLOTHES 

Whattver I shall say upon this subject, I am of necessity 
to made a ome of the hounds of custom, so careful lias she 
Wn to shut up all the avenues I was disputing with 
myself in this shivering season, whether the fashion of going 
naked m those nations lately discovered is imposed upon 
them hr the hot tempera tare of the air as we «ay of the 
Indians and Moor*, or whether it. he the original fashion of 
mankind. ili_n of understanding forasmuch as all things 
under the sun, a« the Holy Writ declares, are subject to the 
some laws, were wont in such considerations as these, where 
we are to distinguish the natural laws from thoie that have 
boon nnpoicd by man’s invention, to hire recourse to the 
gencrtl pohtv of" the world, where there can be nothing coun 
terft jt ITou all other ci eatures heme sufficiently furnished 
wirh all things neccssarr for the support of their being 1 it is 
not to be imagined, that we only should be brought into the 
world in a defective and indigent condition, and in such a 
“date as cannot n uhsist without eitcrnal md Therefore it lfc, 
that I believe, that as plants trees, and animals, and all 
thjn>r„ that, have life, are ‘•een to be bj nature suffinientlv 
clothed and covered to defeud them from the injunc3 of 

Wfather, 

6 

Proptcreruinefere r&- onines ant cono -unt, 

but '•ete, anr eonchi , .irrt oallo, unt cortice tectw, 1 

«o were we hut as tho'e who hr artificial light put out 
that <>1 the dav, *o we by borrowed form® and fashion* hare 
dcstroied our own \nd ’tis plain enough to be seen, tbit 
iu cnetom only which renders that impossible that otlier- 

1 Mantuan** c\.pie~*iouc "nilh li^ille -iu 1 llirearl — M CB 
5 “ Vnil that ior tin* rtwon jiPiril all thin, ar* cfatlu'd "iln 
"tin, or liair <>r aliflK or hart or -oine «-aeh thm_ — Lcci cnC e 
h 930 
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w i 1 ' nothing so, for of those nations who hue no 
manner oi know ledge of ilothiug, wmc ut. «iuut«l unfit i 
the h mie tmpctuUiti that we are, and njin»* in mm li colder 
< lunate- And beside*, our most loudci pirt* are alwuvs 
i X] •'"•’it to tli>, air, a-, the eves, month oom ami tars ami 
mirunmtrv labourer!. like our ancestors m former time 1 ., go 
with then l*TtM<ts nud belli* 1 , open Had we Ken bom with 
’i ueresMU upon ut, of weiring jh ttico its ami torus lies, there 
is no doubt hut nature would hare fort ifud tho'i parts she 
intended should bo exposed tu tlie fun of (lie seasons, with 
A thicker fekm, is she lins done the timber t nds nud the soles 
of til* feet Atnl win hliould tins enuu Laid to beho\( ' 
I observe much grettcr di-tanee I etwixt nn ha hit and that 
of out of om nuiutn boon thun U'twivt his and fh it ot u 
man who has no other uni. ruin hut his bkm How main 
mou, espLUolh in Tiukov. no naked ujion the aw ouut of 
devotion ' Some one naked a l*ggar, whom he taw in his 
shirt m the chpth of winter as brisk and frolic, as lie who 
goes 1 fulfill'd uj> to tlie etrs in furs how In was ab’e to 
enduif to no so - *• Win, sir,” lie auswored, 1 ton go with 
i our fa< e h in I am nil tact " The Italians luv< a storv 
th* Puke of Florenee's fool whom 1ns, master asking, how, 
iuvmg 'i> thinh ikid lie wap able to mi J port the coU, when 
In hnnsilf wnrmlv wrap]>cil «]i lie was was h.vnllv able 
tu do it * in ’ leplied the fool, “ use tin rnwpt to put 
on all ronr ilothi* \ou have it ome and vou 11 fuel no 
more told than t ’ King Jilist-uu^a,' to au extreme old 
age, < oujd npvei be prevailed uj«m to go with Ins In ad 
i<>\ ertd, how cold stonuj.ormmj soc'u the w c vtber might 
he, winch also is imported of the Emperor Sou ru* Herodo- 
tus tells us, that in the hatth s fought K tw i\t the* Egi ptians 
anil the Persians it was observed both hi lmiiM.lt and hj 
others that of those who were lift dead upon tin field tlie 
heads of tlio Ecvptinnb Wire without fnnipniu-nn lmrdei 
tlian those of the Persians, In Teasou that the list hail gone 
with their heads aiwavs covered from then inf nut, fiist 
with biggins, and then with turbans, aud the otheis ilwns 
shaved aud Imre King Agesilnws continued to a dwripit 
age, to weai always the same clothes m wiutei that he did 


1 Cicero, De Soneetute, e 10 
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m summer Cs ar says Suetomus marched always at the 
head of liis army tor the most part on foot with nw head 
hare whether it was ram or sunshine and as much is said 
of Hannibal 

Tam lertice nado 

hecipere iD'tanft, unfm* cichqne nnnam 3 * 
A Veaetno who has long lived m Pegu, and has lateh 
returned thence writes that the men and worn on of that 
kingdom, though thry cover all their other parts go always 
Laietoot and ride <-0 too and Plato very earnestly ad 
vwes for the health of the whole body to give the head 
ami the feet no other clothing, than what nature h 2 a 1 he 
stowed. He whom the Poles have elected for their king * 
since ours came thence, who 5 is indeed one of the greatest 
prunes ot this age never wears any gloves and j*i winter 
or whatever weather can come norcr wear-, other cap abroad 
than that he wears at hwne Whereas 3 cannot endure 
to go unt uttoned or untied, my neighbouring labourers 
would think themselves m chain*, if they were so braced 
Tam) * is of opinion that when it was ordained we «bou 2 d 
be hare in the presence ol the gods and before the magi'- 
tratc it nas «o ordered rather upon the score of health and 
to mure Uc to the injuries of the weather than upon the 
account of reverence and since we are now talking of cold 
and Frenchmen a*e to wear rsnelr of colours (not I OH 
self for I seldom wear other than black or white m nni 
tat 10a of mv father) Jet us add another stow out of Captain 
Martin da Belli' who affirms that in the mar1.I1 to Luve® 
bourt? he saw so great frost that the munition wine was cut 
mth hatchets and wedges and delivered out to the soldiers 
hr weight and that thev earned it away m baskets and 
Ond 

Nnaai(oe con I'tunt tonnam sen an tii testa 
"V ina net Jwu ta men, *«J dot i frusta Inbuilt 

1 Plutarch in 3 710 2 In 3 iin c r iS 

2 Bn-«! leaded he marched in e\po=t 1 to pouring ram 

ami the utmost of the weather — feltiu, Ivai fCC* 1 3j0 

* ^teptan Bitliun * t r ‘jtepheii Batli'irv at) 1 not Henri III 

e Finn bit Hn-t wm 5 
In I >13 U-irtia dn BeM-w llfm. hi foJ 4"8 
“ The v me \ ben out of the cist retain* t! e form of tl c <sud> 
Vid is gw ea oat not m cup* 1 uc in bit- — 0\ fD Tmf m 10 2* 
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CHAP TXXV ] 

At the mouth of the like Mieotis, the frosts are so aery 
sharp, that in the xory same place wheie Mithudates’ lieu- 
tenant had fought the enema dry-foot and gnea them a 
notable d( feat, the summer following he obtained over them 
a naval victor) The Romans fought at a v L r) (preat di«nd- 
a antaye, in the engagement the v had with the Cai thagmians 
near Placentia , by reason, that they went to the ch wire with 
then blood fixed and their limbs numbed with cold , uheieas 
Hauuilial had caused great fires to be dispersed quite 
through his camp to warm his soldiers, and oil to be distri- 
buted amongst them, to the end that anointing them sell es, 
they might reader thur ncr\ es inoie supple and n< tn e, and 
fortify the pores against the violence of the air and freezing 
wind, which raged in that henson 1 

The letieat tlie Greeks made from Babylon into their 
own eountr\ is famous for the difficulties and calamities 
they had to overcome , of which this w as one that being 
encountered m the mountains of Armenia with a horrible 
storm of snow they lost nil know ledge of the country and 
of the wajs, aud being driven up, weie a day ,uid a night 
without eating or drinking, most of then cattle died, ninny 
of themsel' es starred to death, soveral struck blind with 
the driving hail and the ghtteiing of the snow, many of 
them maimed in their fingers and toes, and lmm stiff and 
motionless with the extremity of the cold, who had )et 
their understanding entire - 
Alexander saw n nation wheie thea burr then fnnt-trec 
m win 1 01, to protect them from being destroyed by the 
frost * and we also may see the same 
But so fai as clothes go, the King of Mexico changed 
four times x dav his apparel, and never put it on again, 
employing that he left off m his continual liberalities and 
re wauls, and neither pot, dish, nor othei utensil of his 
kitchen or table was ever served twice 

1 Lii), -ex. 51 2 Xenophon, Fxp of Ca ms n 6 

5 Quintus Cortiu", a » 3 
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CHAPTER XXXVI 


or cato auE yciumjee 

I ajh not guiltv of the common error of 'judgin'? another 
hv ravself I easilv believe that in another s. humour 
which is contrary to mr own and though I find m\ self 
engaged to one certain form 1 do not oblige others to it M 
mani do but helms e and apprehend a thousand wa vs of 
bring and » outran to most men, more easily admit of 
different e than uniformity amongst as ' I as frankly ns am 
one w mid bare me disi barge a man from raj humours and 
principle and consider him according to bis own particular 
model Though 1 am not continent myself I ueverfhele « 
sinceielv apjirove the continence of the Feudians and 
Oapndim*- and. highly commend their wav of living I 
insinuate nns»*lfl»v imagination into their place and lo'O 
and honour them the more for being other than lam * 
yen’ much desire that wo may lie judge J crorj man hi hint 
self and. would not be drawn into the consequence ot 
common e\implo» Mv own weakness nothing alters the 
esteem I ought to have for the force and vigour of tho f 
who de«ersc it * Sunt qui nihil suadcut quam quod e e 
imitan pos=e ronfidunt " Crawling upon tho sh me of fW 
earth I do mil for all that cease to obsene up ni the clotw» 
tlic inimitable height of some lieioic souls Tis a grc'il 
deal for me io have inv judgment regular and just, it the 
effects cannot be so and to maintain tins sovereign part ■** 

1 art free from corruption tis scum tiling to Imc niv "ill 
right and good wheic ms legs fnl me Tins age Mhc ,r,l|n 

1 I am imt jmi es,el mill this ronmnn cnnnr injure 01 
' tl ers a i or ling to what I am nn m 1ft I am cw* to I'd 1 
tiling lifje nn. iffim ins kcIic Tho i_Ii II c n^n.ed to < in / r| 

I lo not tie flies orl I into it c even turn Intli \ul 1 I'di’’ e 
and tone ii« ill a a* I manner* f fife cnnlrtrt to the » "* 

«. nc -I mrw el JP13 pin 

Tit r< or. s 1 j "r m Ip it tlim-lut s hat tl.es In hoc tilts 
tan imitate tl f ui c be — ClCl I 0, be Or it r c 7 
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we live, in our part of the world -it least is grown so stupid, 
(inf not onh (ho wnm, but tho vor> iungm.it ion of 
urine n defwtive and sevius to Ik 1 no other but college 
jirgon 

“ Virtutem verbs put ant, ut 
Lucnm ligna ' 1 

“Omin iercn dobereut, etmni n pcrupcre non pownt 
’Tit* a gewgaw to hang in a cabinet, or at the end of the 
tongue ns on the tip of tin ear, for oruament onlj There 
are no longer virtuous actions eatnnt , tho-c actions that 
earn a show of virtue lime vc.t nothing of its es'-eute , In 
jvHon that profit elm, fpar, cstum, ami other stnhlihe 
foruign <rau** s pot us on the w a\ to prodmo them Our 
justice nl«o, valour court cm m n be called so too, m 
re'-{*cct to others and according to tlic face tiiev ipnear with 
to the public , but in the doer it cau l>\ no meins bo virtue, 
Kx.uise there is another end proposed, imothei turning 
cause Now virtue owns nothing to lie hen, but what is 
done b' herself and for hens'll alone 

In that great battle of Tlatrei, tint the G reels under the 
command ot Fuusamns gained nganist JlardoniUB and the 
PerMins. the conquerors according to their custom, coming 
to divide amongst them the glow of the exploit, attributed 
to the Spartan nation tin preeminence of inloiir m the 
engagement Tlic Spirtans, great judges of nrtue when 
thev came to determine 1» what particular mnn of their 
nntiun the honour was due of having the best behaved him- 
self upon this occasion, found (hat Anstodi nius had of all 
otlurs h.irorded his jienon with tho greatest liras era 1 ut 
did not however, allow him nm prize, In reison that lus 
virtue hud been muted bv a desire to cleir Ins reputation 
fiom the reproach of his miBianingc at the business e*t 
Therm opv lie, and to die bravclv to wipe off that former 
blemish 

Our judgments are ret sick, n i*d ol*e> (he humour of our 
depraved manners I observe most of the wits of these 

1 "Thev thin) wonts virtut, as tlicv think mere wood a sacred 
grov i 1 — lion icf, 7/i,i C, 31 

‘ Which ihn\ ought to reverence, though tlioj eannot torn 
prebend Cicilui, 1 ksl ?mr< , v 2 



24 -G of cxro the robb^m [book i 

tunes pretend to mgenmty by endeavouring to blemish and 
darken t!ie $017 of the bravest and most generous actions 
of formei ages putting one vile interpietation or another 
upon them and forging and supposing Tain causes and 
motives for the noble things they did a unglitt subtlety 
indeed 1 Give me the greatest and most unblemished action 
that eser the day beheld and I will contrive a hundred 
plausible Antts and ends to obscure it God knows who 
ever will stretch them out to the full what diversity of 
unices our internal wills suffer under They do not so 
inaliciousir j lay the censurers as they do it ignorantly and 
rudely in all then detractions 

The same pains and luence that others take to blemish 
and bespatter the«e illustrious names X would -willingly 
undoigo to lenl them a shoulder to raise them higher 
These rare forma that are culled out by the consent of 
the wisest men of all ages for the world s example I should 
not sticl to augment m honour as far as my invention 
would permit in all the circumstances of favourable inter 
pretation ind we may well believe that the force of our 
invention is infinitely shoit of their merit Tis the dntv ot 
good men lo portray virtue as beautiful as they can and 
there would be nothing wrong should our paBsion a little 
transport us w favoui of *0 sacred a foim What these 
people do on the ooutr iry lliey either do out of malice or 
by the vice of confining their belief to their own capw.ity 
or which I cm more inclined to think for not having their 
sight strong dear and elevated enough to concene the 
splendoiiT of virtue in her native purity as Plutarch com 
plains that in his time some attributed the cause of the 
younger Cato s death to his fear of Ciesar at winch he 
seems very angry and with good reason and by this a man 
may guess how much more he would have been offended 
with those who hare attributed it to ambition Senseless 
people* Ho would rather have performed a noble just 
and generous action and to have had ignominy for his 
reward than for gloiy That man was in truth a pattern 
that nature chose out to show to what height huraim vn tue 
and constancy could arrive 

Bnt I am not capable of handling so noh an argument 
and shall therefore only set fir c Latin poets together eon 
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m *lw ]i-y« «>f tnd, ineulcmalh, for tin ir 
• v n tf*- 1 Sun, ,t w«11 «>!«• it«-1 <hiM will judo* the <vn 
tint, m r Mtij.tris «» <»f t!i> others a littl* tht <uhM uimnd. 
th third tiv>r** u«'nr*m». hut ni.rtliruKii lu the < strata* 
l ttu»> *.f In*- men fi>rci , In* will th. ti tlniij. tint there w ill 
l« r.to.u f«<r t*. or two gradation*. «>f ins. mum tn«»m. to 
the fourth wd inmintiH.; to tin* pit. lief tint. In will lilt 
Uti Ins h iii'K in ndtmritnm minim; to tin 1 w (Ik fir-t h\ 
(• ijtv sj> i> •«* (hut n*jni.* tint In will owr i . m»t t<> 1** filled 
tut hr tins l.imnn will Ik* will K» istound. <1, ho will not 
1 In m wluri Ik i- 

Aiid In r* i*. i wonihr m Into nr mow jets than 
1 ml i*i - and nit- rj.r Nr- of j«»tn , it **• » wr to int. it 
th in to uinl* r»t in<i it Th* *»• i* mil* •*! a rl nn low ami 
Hitch *at< * >rt of jmm in, th it ,a man mm ««ll > imuch ju<ltr* 
io oi rt mu rul< - of ort , hut th. true. Mij>n mo and dinm> 
j»h si is nKiii nil ml* *• ami li-i-ou Ami whom rihsurns 
tin Ik itili of it with tin* most a— invJnml most *t. nil *-it.lkt 
t . s no nn»r. than tin .jun 1. relluti m of a ll ndi of hcht* 
nitu it «!"■' not > tm iso Iml nwslin mill event In tni*» 

our jmlgmeni Tin fun tint p.s*. ssis him whom nh|» to 

jmu'ln.to into it wnnml* tot a third man hr In intnr him 
n jc.it it, hi. a lo vision.* tint not oult ittrvt* tin* 
m-dh , I m i]so irifus. s mi., it tin iirtu<* to nttnut other- 
Atnl it is nion iii.il nth muut.-t in our tin tins that tin 
inspiritnm of tin Mums linunu fir-t stirre-1 up the 
jin. t to .uigsr, sorrow, lain <1 uml out of himwdf, to wh it 
tur lln \ will <to»*- nmnso. r hi (ho poet j«>s«(M the 
in tor, ami lo tin actor eons. culm li nil tin' -jioeliitoni 
fco much *Jo our ihH-inna ham; ami iltj>eml uj>ow one 
anotli. r 1 

Pottri hns on r had that j>ovror over mo from li fluid to 
tnuthpn rif* Uinl trnnsjiort me hut tln« an id ‘w.iitmn nt 
iiiat is natwril to m> , 1ms 1 m. u vanouslt handled ha 
runts of form- not so minh higher or lower (for tin*; 
sure mit the hiulast of enn hind) ns chflcnuf* m colour 
rir>t,n gaj and wpnglith flmnci , afterwards n lefts and 
penetrating suhtlets , and lastly, a mature, nnd constant 

1 Tin lotun ni vtttrmtimn of A irgil — ( II 

s AH these mtn„i - are tnkia from Plato 1 - Ion 
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vigour Thai names will letter pspress tliem , Ond, 
lilcan, Tirgil 

But our poets are beginning their career 

*«it Cato, dam imt, sane idC i =arc ni nor,” 1 


“ Kt innclnm denota morte, Catoncw,”" 

"ays the second Ami the third, speaking of the uvilwaro 
bctwirt Clntsar and Pompey, 

“ Victnx tauxa dn« p]&c U i l ml ncta Cutom ’ 

And the fourth npon the praises of (Jfesnr, 

‘ Et ennetn torrarnm snbacta, 

Prefer atroeem minima Catoms ' ‘ 

And the master of the choir after having set forth all the 
great names of the greatest Romans, ends thus 
“His dantem jura Catonem 


CHAPTER XXXYII 


THAT WE LAUGH AW) CM FOR THE S'WF THING 


\Yet,h -^e read m history that Aubgcmu, was very much 
displeased with tus son for presenting him the head Of 
King Pyrrhus his enemi , but newlv vluui fighting against 
him and that seeing it, he wept r and that Rent, Duke 


“ Let Cato, vlnM be live, be groafertbati fear — M vptiai.. 


* A.tk 1 Cato invincible, death being o\er<cme ’—tlvMiris, 
Astron ,iv 91 

s “ ileai en approves the ernquenne caw,?, but Cato the ton 
querod — I-CCVN, u 128 

* “And conquered all tail tin* mdoimnble nund of Cate — 
HoriCE Ocl ii I 23 

Cato Civm„ laws to ill the rest —A \fid yin C70 
0 Plutarch, late of Pyrrhus. 


\ 
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of Lorraine, also lamented tlie death of Charles, Dole of 
Burgundj , whom he had himself defeated, 1 * and appeared 
in mourning at his funeral and that m the battle of 
d’Auray (which Count Montfort obtained over Charles de 
Blois, his competitor for the duchy of Brittany),* the con- 
queror meeting the dead body of his enemy, was levy much 
afflicted at his death, we must not presently crj out, 

“ L eo>i uvven, clic 1' ammo ci ux una 
Buy passion sotto '1 contrario nmnto, 

Ruojtre con Hvistior’chiara, or'bruna.’ 3 

"When Pompev’s head was presented to Cssar, the histones 
tell us, 1 that he turned away his fact, as from a bid and 
unpleasmg object There had been so long an intelligence 
and society betwixt them in the management of the public 
affairs, so gre.it a community of fortunes, so main mutual 
offices, and so near tui nlhauce, that tlus countenance of his 
ought not to suffei under auj misinterpretation , or to bo 
suspected for either false or counterfeit, as thiB othc r '■eemB 
to believe 

“Tutmuqne putriut 

.Km bonus esse EOccr, lurjinas non xpontc cailcntcs, 
Mudlt, geimtuiquc cvprcsslt pectore in to , 1 4 * * * 

for though it be true that the greatest part of our actions 
are no other than visor and disguise, and that may some- 
times be true that 

“ Hvmli> Aetna sub persona mua Cst ,’ 8 
let, in judging nf these accidents, vie nrc to consider lion 
much our souls ire oftentimes agitated with divers pis- 
sions And ns tbev snv that m our bodies them is i tou- 
gregatiou ot divers huinonrs, nf which that is the sovereign 


1 liifore bancj tn 1477 ’ September 20, iqr>4 

' “And tints it U-vpiicns that the mind of cacti veils its passion 

iimkr a ditlcrcnt uppt wince, sid lienevth a smilmg vjsnic, gav 

lx noalli a sombre «r —Pm I. VKCft 

‘ Plutarch, f ifi of f i' ir, c 11 

8 “And now bethought it wife to ph\ the liud fntlicrin law 

boshed forced tears and iroin a joi fill lircv-t «nt lortli sigh* and 
groans — Lues's, i\ 10T7 

8 “ 1 hr heir s ii irs licbind the mash arc 
S-1IU.S ftptwf bttlvtm, vvu 14 


smiles’— I'd nits 
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which according to the complexion -wc- are of, is cow 
mowlv mini predominant m us so, though the soul have 
in it diver- motions to give it agitation, ret mirf there fl£ 
n«ewitv lie one to overrule all the rest, though not nth 
nef/'s'-arv and absolute a dominion but that through the 
fleiiluhtv and meonstanev of the soul, those of less autho 
ntv mar upon occasion reassume their place and maVe * 
little ^alli in turn. Thence it i=, that we see not only 
children, who innocently obey and follow nature, often 
laugh and ciy at the same thing but not one of us can 
boa-t what fourney soever he mar have in hand that he 
has the most set his heart upon, but when he tomes to 
part with hi-, family and friends, he will find something 
that trim hi- a him witliin and though he refrain lus tear' 
yet he por« his foot m the stirrup with a sad and douav 
countenance And what gentle flame soever maT warm 
the Lt art of mouesl and well-born nrarns vet are they hun 
to be forced from about their mothers' necks to lie put to 
bed to their husbands, whatever this boon companion is 
pleased to «av 


‘ Estne novis napti- odn» Vena* ’ nine parentuw 
Frn-trantnr wl'aa gaudn hchrvmuhs 
Lbcrfim lhalaini onssi iutri limin'! fnndunt • 

Non jta me din, sera gemnnt j a remit ’ 1 * 


hi either is it strange to lament a per°on dead whom a man 
would bv no means should he alive TVhett I rattle ra» 
man, I do it with all the mettle I have, and load him with 
no feigned, but downright real curses , but the heat being 
owr, if he should stand m need of me, I should be very 
tv a dr to do him good for I m*tantlr turn the leaf TiVTien 
I call him calf and coxcomb, I do not pretend to entail 
thoep titles upon him for ever, neither do I think X give 
mvsdf the he m tailing him an honest fellow pre t enflv 
after Xo one qualitv engrosses us purely and umversally 
Were jt not the sign-fjf a fool to talk to one'« self there 
would hardly he a dav" or hour wherein J might not be 

1 “ J. Vena, really alw^ng to the new lutfe ^ « r *£■ 
she Inae-lr opp^r to he r yveU a toman J the Mi> -lie £ 

dantiv "heif-onentenap the nnjit,’ 3 ^ chamber bo, hi th „ . 

t»c e are no true tsar* r — Cvnru.t S 1 
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lu-ard to grumble and mutter tomvselfandngwd myself, 
“Confound the fool'" nnd yet I do not think that to l>c 
inj definition Who for seeing mo one utile cold and 
pre=cntl) yen fond towards inj wife, believes the one or 
the other to he counterfeited, is an ass Nero, taking 
hue of his mother whom lie wn« sending to he drowned, 
was nevertheless scumble of some emotion at tins farewell, 
and was **lmth with horror nnd pilt 'Tis said, that the 
light of the etui is not one* continuous thing, hut that ho 
darts new rue so thick one upon another that wc cannot 
percent! the intermission 

“ Larguv emm liquid) fans Innnnis a tlicnus sol, 

Irrignt ns-ntne ctelniu t initnro icrenti, 

Sniipeditntquc novo coufvtim Inuunc lumen " 

Just so tbo soul v.inoush and imperceptible darts out her 
passions 

Artabanus coming by surprise once upon his nephew 
Norms, clinl him for the sudden alteration of Ins counte- 
nance* He was considering the immeasurable greatness 
of his forces ] Missing over the Hcllesjont for the Grecian 
expedition ho was first seized with a palpitation of jot, 
to sec so mam Bullions of men under his command, and 
tlus appear, d in the gmetv of Ins looks hut his thoughts 
at the same instant suggesting to him that of so many 
lives, within a ceiitur) at most there would not be one 
left, ho presently knit his broWB and grew sad, ev on to tears 

We have resolutely pursued the revenge of an injury 
rewm cd, and been sensible of a singular contentment for 
the nctor) , but we shall weep notwithstanding 'Tib not 
foi the victors, though, tint we shall weep there is 
nothing altered in that but the soul looks upou things 
with another eve and represents them to itself with another 
kind of face , for everything lias many faces and several 
aspicts 

.Relations, old acquaintance, and friendships, possess 
our imaginations and make them tender for the time, 


1 “ i\ haustlevH sour, a of hqnnt light, the ethereal sun, inundates 
the heavens with splendour, ever renewing it-elf, ‘til! replacing its 
rnvs with new rajs LuCHrmS, v 282 
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according to tlieir condiLKm but the turn ib so quick tbat 
tis gone in a moment 

* Nil adeo fieri eelert ration e wdetiir, 

Ijunm i) nipt)"* hen propont et jnchoat insa. .. 

Ocro* ergo animus qnam res se perciet ullt. 

Ante oculos quorum in promptu natur.i virietirr 1 

and therefore if tve would male one unlimited thing of all 
tine succession of passions we deceive oursclvcB When 
limoleon. laments the mm der he had committed upon so 
mature and generous deliberation he dues not lament the 
liberty restored to his countiv he does not lament the 
tyrant but ho laments his biothcr one part of his duty is 
performed , let ns give him. leave to pertouu. the other 


CHAPTER XSXYIH 

OF SOLITUDE 

Let us pretermit that long comparison betwixt the active 
and the solitary life and as tor the fine saying with winch 
ambition .rod avarice palliate their vices that we are 
not bora for ourselves hut for the public 3 let us boldly 
appeal to those who are m public affairs let them lay 
their lunds upon their hearts and then say whethei od 
the contnuj they do not rather aspire to titles and 
offices and that tumult of the world to make their private 
advantage at the pubbe expense The corrupt wus by 
which in this our tune they arrive at the height to winch 
their ambitions aspire manifestly enough declares that 
| their ends cannot be very good Let us tell ambition that 
jit is she herself who gir es us a taste of solitude , for what 
' does she so much avoid as society ? What does she so 

* N'utliijis therefore so prompt as tl e soul v 1 en it jiropouri Is 
ftn\ thing to he done and be^ris to do it It is more nctne than 
anythin,, l hich «c seem until re — IncrmijS m ]g3 

* T!ll< * 1,5 11 0 UI * 0 ? innl P afl ' 5 « ' hy I ucan on Cato 0/ "Utica n- 
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much souk as elbow-room " A man may do welt or ill even - 
where but if what Bins ■sate be true, 1 * * that the grntest 
part is the worse port, or wlint the Preacher say s there ib 
not one good of a thousand , 

liin «}iwp2'° I 10 *! ewtro m suit tohdeiu q"o+ 
Tlielmnuu juirta , a el <ln iti* o-tin \ili, - 

tliC contagion is ion dangerous in the crowd A man 
must citlici imitate the vicious or linte them both are 
dangerous things, either to resemble thun becuuke (lies 
are luuni or to bate many because the\ nro unresembhng 
to oursehes 1 Merchants who go to sea are m the right, 
ii hen thei are cautious that those who emlnrh with them 
m the same bottom, lie neither dissolute blasphemers noi 
ncmus other wai s. looking upon such eonetj ns unfortu- 
unto And therefore it was that Bias pleasantly said to 
souic, who being with lnm in n dangerous btomi implored 
the assistance of the gods "Peace speak softly," said be 
"that they mas not know you are here in hit company ” 4 
And of inure pressing example. Albuquerque w ro) m 
the Indies for Emmanuel, King of Portugal, in an extreme 
peril of shipwreck took a s oung boy upon his shoulders, 
ioi this only end th.it, m the society of thru- common 
danger, Ins inuncemc might ser'C to proto t him, and to 
recommend him to the divine fn'oiir, that they might got 
safe to shore ’Tis uot that a wise mau mnj not liso 
everywhere content, and be alone m the yer.y i rosed of n 
pul n e but if it be left to his own choice, the schoolman 
will tell you that lie should flj the yen sight of the crowd 
lie will endure it, if need he, but if it be referred to him, 
he will choose to he alone He cannot think himself sufh- 
uentli rid of uce if he must yet contend with it in other 
men Obarondas punished those ns eul men who were 
convicted of keeping ill company 5 There is nothing s 0 
unsociable and sociable us man, the one by Ins site, the 

1 Diogenes Laertius, m 'it ft . , , „ , 

* "Good men ire scarce we could n-inlh reckon up fts ninny 

a* there ore gates to Thdies or mouth's to the Nile ” — JU' e\ \l. 
Sat , mu 26 , _ , . , 

a tseneca Eii , 7 * Dmguies Laertius, in ait > 

1 Diodorus Siculus, \n 4 
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other bv las nature And Anfistlicnes in my opinion did 
Dot give him a satisfactory answer vrlio reproached him 
with frequenting ill company bv saving that the phy Bitians 
hied well enough amongst the sick 1 for if they contribute 
to the health of the sick no doubt but by the contagion 
continual sight of and familiarity with diseases, they must 
of necessity impair their own 
Now the end I take it is all one to live at more leisure 
and at one 6 ease but men do j»fc aln ars take the right 
way They often think they lia'e totally taken leave of 
all business when they have only exchanged one employ 
ment for another theie is little loss trouble in governing 
a pm ate family than a whole kingdom Wherever the 
mind is perplexed it is m an entire disorder and domestic 
employments ire not less troublesome for being less irn 
portanfc Moreover for baring t>baken off the court and 
the exchange we hare not taken leave of the principal 
vexations of life 

Kit oet pmlentmcume 
Non locus efftisi late I lans arbiter aufert » 

ambition auinoe irresolution fear and inordinate desires 
do not leave us because we forsake our native country 
Et 

Post eqmtern seilet atra cara * 

they often follow ns even to clo'-stcra and philosophical 
schools noi deserts nor caves hair shirts nor fasts can 
disengage us from them 

H-erot latcn kebab? ummlo 

One telhng Socrates that such a one was notlung improved 
by his travels I very well believe it said he for he 
took himself along with him 1 

Diogenes Laertius I ife of Anfcisthdocs 

” Ke-ison and prudence not a pfve i it! a commanding view 
of tl o great ocean banish care —Hop vet Jbi i *2 
^ ^ Black care sits behind tie ) oilman 1 — FtORVCE Oil n 

* T1 c ntul si aft -sticks in the i onuded side — *£\FID iv 73 

• Seneca £p I(H 
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" Qmd terns tiho calertfea 
Sole aiulMun- ’ patnx qui® e\sul 
Sc qncxjne lugit ’ ’ 1 * * * V 

If ft man do not first discharge both himself and his mind 
ot the burden with winch he finds himself oppressed, 
motion will but niiihe it press the hinder and sit the hem icr, 
as the 1 tding of a ship is of less encumbrance when fast 
and bestowed in a settled posture You do a sick man 
more harm than good in removing him from place to place, 
jou fix and establish the disease bj motion, as stakes smk 
deeper aud more ficmlv into the earth bv being moved up 
and down in the place where they are designed to stand 
Therefore, it is not enough to get 'remote from the public , 
*ttb not enough to shut the soil onh , a man must flee 
from the populur conditions that have taken possession of 
Ins soul, he must sequester and come again to himself 

“ Until jruii vincula, ilicns 
Ivnm luctata cnni® nodum arnpit attamen illi, 
tfuum tuglt, a collo tralntnr pars lung i iaU.ll i. 13 

Wo still earn our fetters along with us ’Tis not an 
a u «o hi to fiber tv we vet cast back a foot upon what tie 
have left Indued us , the fancy is still full of it 

1 Ni-i pnrgatuin c-t pectus qua pnvliu nobis 
Atqne pom.nl i turn ingraft® iti'iiiuuiiluiu ’ 

Qunnta con-ci mlulit hoimnom cupcdmis acres 
Sidlicituin earn » qunnlique pennile timort« ’ 

Qmdv p superlii i, spurcitlO, nc pitulanlia, quantoR 
tliiciunt clades’ quid lu\n*>, dosidituqiio ’ ” 

Our disease hes in the mind, which cannot escape from 
itself , 

1 “ Win do vv e seek climates \v armed bj another sun * AS lio i= 
the wan that In fleeing from lus country, can nko the from liii U . 
self’ — Hoi ice, Or/, u 16, IS 

2 “Yon s«,ptrta|M i on l ’nv e broken your chain Uir- <}ngw], 0 
after long efforts lias broken lus chain, still m Ins flight drags n 
heaw portion of it after him " — pEEsms, Snt , v ITS 

* “ But unle'S the mind is purified, what internal combats and 

dangers must we incur in spite of all our ellort® ’ How mani 
hitter nnvietieo.hon mtm terrors, follow Of<on ii -egi I t’e* 1 pv-uav ’ 

V hat destruction lwfal= ti' from pride, lust, petulant anger 1 W hat 
evil® arise from Inxorv and sloth I” — LLCBLTUJfr, ' 13-4S 
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4 In rnlpa est animus qui sc non efFugit unipram 1 
aud (lien fore w to be tailed home and confined within 
itfcolf that is the true solitude and that mar be enjoyed 
eren in populous cities and the courts of tangs though 
more coiumo diously apart 

Now sjn.ee we will Attempt to live alone and to nine 
all manner of conversation amongst men let us so order it 
that our content may depend wholly upon ourselves let 
us dissolve all obligations that alh us to others , let us 
obtain tins from ourselves that wc may lire alone m good 
earnest and hie at our ease too 

Slilpo having escaped from tlic fire that consumed (he 
city where he lived and wherein he. had lost, his wife 
children goods aud all that ever he was master of 
DemotnUB Pohorcetea seeing him in so great a ruin of Ins 
country appear with a serene and undisturbed uounta nance 
ashed lnm if he had received no loss 3 To which he made 
answer No and that thunks he to God nothiDg was lost 
if! t)3 5 Thw also wis the meaning of the philosopher 
Anfusthenes when he pleasantly said that men should 
furnish themselves with such things os would float and 
might with the owner escape the storm " and certainly i, 
wise oiai never loses an) thing rf he have himself When 
the ci tv ot Nolfl was mined by the baibamm Paijlmus 
who was bishop of tlial place having there lost all he had 
and himself a prisoner prayed after this manner 0 lord 
defend me from being sensible of this loss for Thou 
knoweet the) have yet touched nothing of that which is 
mine ‘ The riches that made him rich anl the goods 
that made him good were stall kept entire This it is to 
make choice of treasures that can secure themselves from 
plunder and ■violence and to hide them in snch a place 
into which no one can enter and that is not to be betraved 
by any but ourselves Wives children and goods must 
be had and especially health by him that can get it but 
we are not so to set our hearts upon, them that our hap 
piness must have its dependence upon them we mu*t 


Horace Ep i 14 13 The Citation 

ceding 


translated w the pre 


4 &i Augustin DeCnit Dei 


5 Diogenes Laertius vi 6 
10 
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re*ene a backstop, wholly our own and entirely lree, 
wherein to settle mu trne liberty , our principal solitude* 
and retreat And m tins we must for the most partentertam 
ourselves with ourselves, and so privately tliat ao exotic 
felon ledge 01 communication be admitted there, there Jo 
laugh and to talk, as if without wife children, goods, trim, 
or attendance, to the end that when it shall so fall out that 
we must lose am or all of these it mm be no new thing to 
bo without them We have a mind pliable in itself, that 
will be enmpam , that has wherewithal to attack and to 
defend, to recent* and to give let us not then fear in this 
solitude to languish under au uncomfortable vncmH 
** In «ih-. sis tibi lurli k loci' M 

Yirtuo is satisfied with herself without discipline without 
words, without effects In our 01 dinar} actions there is 
not one of a thousand that concerns oursehes Be that 
thou seest scrambling up the ruins of that wall, furious 
and transported, against whom so mam haiquebusa- 
shots are levelled and that othei all over sears, pale, 
and fainting with hunger, snd vet resolved rather to 
die than to open the gates to him , dost thou think 
that these men are there upon then own account 9 No , 
pemdvcnturi in the behalf of one whom they never 
saw and who never concerns hunsolf for their pains and 
danger, but lies wallowing the while in sloth and pleasure, 
this^otiier slavering, blem-eycd, slovenh follow, that thou 
seest come out of his study after midnight, dost thou 
think he his been tumbling oier hooks, to learn how to 
become a hotter mau, wiser, and more content 9 No such 
matter, he will there end Ins days, but he will tpach 
posterity the measure of Plautus’ icrets and the trne 
orthography of a Latin word 'Who is it that does not 
voluntarily exchange his health, his repose, and his very 
life for reputation and .glory, the most useless, frivolous 
and false com that passes current amongst us Our own 
death does not sufficiently terrifv and trouble us , let us, 
moreover, charge ourselves with those of our waves children, 
and family our own affaire do not afford us aimety enough , 


“ in solitude, be company for thyself ’’ — Tiboli us, u tt, 12. 
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] t «c mt lertalo ilK.ee of o ir nci^ld ours and fn«nd e still 
more lo bre *1 onr bniw itid torment us 

\ il ij !*» <] irtnne I n mom man itu n imhttwe int 
I'amrc jt ijd it can s jui i[ «e c<t 1 1 * 

fcolitnle Germs to m<* to wear the l>cst fnour ui sueli ns 
hire a Iren h cmj loied tl eir most active anti flourishing 
iLt- m the world s service after the examj le of Thale* 
M e hare Ined enough for others let ns nt least lire out 
tlic small n tnnaut of life for nurse lies let ns now call 
ju our thoughts and mtenti ms to our-ilves and to our 
own oa«o and repose Tis no light tiling to inal e a sure 
retreat it mil be enough for us to do without mixing 
other enterprises Since God gives ns Icsuro to order our 
removal let us make readv truss our bag"a<*e take leave 
1-ctjjne of the compativ anl di°entan'’le our*elvcs front 
those violent, importunities that engage us elsewhere and 
sejrinto us front ourselves 

^ t must break the knot of our ol libations how strong 
soeicr qu I hereafter lore tin* 1 or that, but espouse nothing 
but ourselves that is to «av let the remainder he our 
own but not «o joined an J so close x« not to be forced away 
vithrmt flaunt, ub or teannjr out part of our whole The 
greatest thing in the world is for a tnan to know tliat 
he is his own Tis tiuic to wt-ra ourselves from societv 
when we can no longer odd northing to it 1 e who is not 
in a condition to lend mast forbid himself lo borrow Our 
force* bemn to fail us let u c call them m and concentrate 
them in and for ourselves He that can east off within 
him 'elf and resolve the offices of friendship and companv 
let him do it In this detaj of nature which render* him 
useless burdensome and importunate to others let him 
take care not to be useless burdensome and importunate 
to lumsclf Let him 'oothc and care =3 himself and above 
alt things be sure to govern himself xntli reverence to his 
reason and conscience to that degree as to he ashamed to 
make a false sten in tlierr presence Hamm est emm lit 

1 Ah can mv mm discover or de n«e an -tl mg dearer than he 
13 to f mwelf ’ Terexce Adel 1 1 15 
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se qureque v treat m Socrates 1 * 3 airs, that bovs an. 

to cause themselves to 1* instructed, men to exercise them- 
selves m veil dome;, and old men to rftire truin all cml 
and mihtarv employments, living at tliexr own discretion, 
without tlic obligation to nnr olbce There .ire some coin 
pWioos more proper for these precepts of retirement than 
others Sik.1i as are of a soft and dull apprehension, and 
of a tender will and affection not readili to be subdued or 
einploiud, whereof I am one, both by natural condition 
and by reflection, mil sooner incline to this advice, than 
active and busv souls, winch embrace all, engage in all, are 
hot upon even thing, which offer, present, and give them- 
selves up to o\ erv occasion We are to use these accidental 

and extraneous commodities, so far as the\ are pleasant to 
us, but by no means to lav our principal foundation theie , 
’tis no true one , neither nature nor reason allows it so to 
bo Win therefore shonll we, contrarv ro their lav-s, on- 
slave our owu contentment to the power of .mother ^ To 
anticipate also the a< cidcuts of fortune to deprive our- 
selves of the coim.niem es we have in our own power, as 
sei end have done upon the account of devotion, and some 
philosophers bv reasoning , to be one’s own servant to ho 
hard, to put out our own eves to throw our wealth into the 
liver, to seek out gnef , these hv the lmseri of this life 
aiming at hhss in anuthei , those, bv laving themselves low 
to avoid the danger of falling all such are nets of an 
excessive virtue The stoutest and most resolute natures 
render oven their hidiug awav glorious and exemplars 

"Tut* et jixrvoila Inert", 

Qmim ns rtelicinnt, sit is inter viha forti* 

Yeiuin, ubi Quid melius contingit ct unctuu-, ideiu 
Ho' sapere, et solo* no bone vnerc, ijuunuu 
Con-pint ur nitidis fundata pecuma v llli' ” 


respect and revrcnce 


1 "For tis rarely *»en tint i 

enough for them-cb ea ’ — Qlisthavn, v i 

1 btolvui* Sprra all 

1 " % him 1 run 'hort, I laud a huiublr and safe condition, con 
tent with little when things turn round, then I change m\ note, 
and Mil that none are u i«t or know how to In e, but those w ho 
linv o plenty of money to lay out in shining villas Hoiuct, £p , 
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V. pti il^il ! wnull «ni m-tiim w 11 rnoo n, lt Tjs 
LU ouJifjr m «in 1 r f irtunc < f »vnur l«j r* j are mii-clf fcf 
h r i 1 Unit it toi r is ir» r> j r ent Im re If 

as fir n i lmiirmtiMi can * r tch tfiL ill to ionic ..swe 
d it j u-n.- ml nJiirv r-c t<-unt“rf if war in tie 

tr t ilm nf j*» » » I <1© no think \rc lu< »he 
jbil" jli r th 1 t nijnrat> Mil iirturns for knowing 
that li rnvl u «f c 1 1 “tn 1 m«w r t«> «•! wneutleton 
di itntf hi** f >rtunt *jllua-*l J jm f t< Jo 1 1 ate indeed » 
1> t r tj mi n i f him tlno it ho Ini d» nud h m <If what 
ho li d with I«lt> riliti and tn tdtraiif n I mjo the ntuio t 
limit $ of n'i urd n -eta in and t*u* knug i px>r man 
Ix-ljni- at me Ioor (f(ttm a in re jocund and more 
li Itln tl '’n I tor- If ntr I put mu If into lin pla* e and 
®tt »uj 1 1 > d'-v 0 ® me uimd aft* r In mode and ninmac m 
life iwinner our other eiimjle th High I finer death 
povirtv coukmj t ml sn.hr i*s tnaoinc on mrbiels I 
eoeih r.-«olrc on to lx. affn hied fom«mti h as i !•■>= than 
I tahL» them with £<> much pittence ml am not wjllinc to 
1" hue tbit alesa understanding can do mure than o greater 
or that the effects of precept nnnot amr. to as "area a 
height is those of r us loin And hnowin" of Lon uncertain 
duration the e accidental <ou\cmences are I never forget 
in the height it' ill inv enprm at* t*> make itmriliiefesfc 
p rarer to AJmi'ditv God tliat he will j lea®® to render roe 
content witli mvgclf and tht condition wherein lam I see 
young men icrr gar and frolic who nevcrth«.le # s> keep a 
mess of pill in their trunk at homo io tik* wl en thev re 
got a cold win li thev frar «o much the le Is rail e 
thev think thev have remodr at hand Even one should 
do in hie manner ani moreovi r if tlier find them “lvtia 
subject t<* some more violent di«ea*e should furnish thorn 
=drcs with such medicine.-, as mar mimb and stupefr the 
par* 

The f.mplnvment a man should choo e for sneh a liie 
ought neither to lie a lalonons nor an uupleasmg one 
oflierwice hs to no purpo e at all to lie retired And thi= 
depends upon everr one s liking and humour Aline h®* no 
manner of ccmplatencv for hu«handrv and 6uch as love it 
ought to appjv thcmeelve to it with moderation 
1 Dicgaaes Laertm> f it 34 
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“ ConMitnr uln res non c c wilnmtti n* rcbii« ’ 1 * * * 
Hnsbtnnin is ot herwise *t ten senile emplovniont, ns 
Stilus! call** it, 5 though some parts of it aio more c\uis- 
nlilu Ilian the rest, as the care of gardens winch Xenophon 
attributes to Cj ms , 5 and a moan m vt he found out betwixt 
the i-ordid and low application, so full i't perpetual solici* 
tmlo nhuh is «een in men nlio make it then entire business 
and stmh and the stupid aud extreme negligence, letting 
all things go at random, which ne see m othera 

"Doinntrth pccus edit ngellos 
fnltaijuO, dum jwregro e*t animus s ne corpnro \ elov ’ ‘ 

But let us hoar what aduee the tonneer Plint 1 gilts Ins 
friend Cauinms Rufus upon the subject of solitude “I 
advise thee, in the full and plentiful retirement wherein 
thou art, to lease to tin lnnds the care of tin husbandry 
and to addict tin self to„tbo stud' of letters, to extract from 
thonce* something that ina' be entire!' and .ibeolut&l} thine 
own " B' "Inch, lie mcaiiB reputaliou, hke Cicero, who 
si's, tint" he "mild employ his solitude and retirement 
from pnblie affairs, to acquire be his writings an lrnmort il 
life* 

“ l sqnc adtotio b 

Scire tunm, nihil cst, ms t« c ire hoc, scml niter’ ’ 

It appears to 1» reason, uiifn a man talks of retiring from 
the world, that ho should look quite out of himself These 
do it but by halves the) design well enough for themsehes 
when they shall be no more in it, hut still tliei protend to 
extract the fruits of that design from the world, when 
absent fiom it, bv a ndicnlous contradiction 

The imagination of those who seek solitude upon the 
account of devotion filling their hopes and courage with 


1 " Emhaimir to makr circumstance* subject to me, and not me 
subject to circumstance- -Hoi a. l, J> , i h 1®. "hose teat, 
howe'er, w, “ Et mihi res non mo rchu- snbjungere ronor 

9 Catiline, c 4 l^onomic*,!' . 

‘ * Den'ocntus cattle rntl'is corn ax»l ■*w»l «i» lulus," ml t ins 

mind ranges abroad "lthout the bo<l\ —Bor 'Cl ,&/>, i l- 

5 Lvi i S ‘ Cicero, < *mor , c. 4i 

’ “Is nil tin learning nothing, unless anothu knows that thou 
kno\ie*t»’— rtraiua, i«f,i il 
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t rtaintv of dicin' promises in the other life is touch mcn 
rati jiiallv foundid Thev propose to themselves God in 
infamt ol ji <_t ia t,oodnc*s and power the eou 3 has tjerv 
v In-rewithai at full liberty to satiate her desires affliction® 
an 1 sufftrmsi turn to their adviuiauj; lieing undereane for 
h a' quisiti.in of stoma i health and jot death is to be 
to h I an 1 longed for where it is the pa«=age to so perfet t 
a condition the asp-ritv of the rule- thev impose upon 
tlitn*Ues is immediatelr eoftcued bv custom and all 
their carnal appHiteo baffled and subdued bv refusm" to 
humour and. feed them the e bein'' only supported In u«e 
and exeru'o This sok end thetefore of another happy and 
immortal life l* that winch really merits that we should 
abandon the pleasures aud conveniences of this and he 
who cau rcallv and Constantly incline his =oui with the 
ardour of this vmd faith and hope erects for himself in 
solitude a moie ’"oluptuevis and dehuous life than nuv 
other *ort ot Immr wh itever 

'Neither the end then nor the means of this advice 
pleas'* mo for to. often fiU /»iit of the fmng pan into the 
■fire This booh employment is painful as ant other aud 
ns great an encmv to health which ought to be the fir=t 
thing considered neither ought a man to be allured mth the 
pie “lire of it which is the *>ainc that de'trov s the frugal 
the avariuuus the voluptuiow and the ambit.ons man 
The 'u e- sjive as caution enough to beware the treachery 
of cnir ile-itev and to distmgniv'a true and entire pleasures 
frim such is or-, mixed and complicated with greater pain 
For the most of our pleasure ear IVipt wheedle and can. K 
odIv to strangle us like tbore thieves the E 'vptiana called 
Pliihstce if the headache should > owe before drunhetiTie^ 
ue should have a care of dnulnng too much but pleasure 
to deceive u? marches before and conceals her tram Bools 
are plea ant but if Jv bem p ' over studrou 5 we impair our 
lwalth and =pod our good humour the host pieces we have 
let us give it over I for mv part am one of tho c e who 


Ofpisnv to Pufu 

This plo'lding occupation of bo< he- i_ a. pamfall as mu oti er 
an i as. 'rent no enejme vnto health which oxiffif pnncipsIK to be 
eoit-i lerrd. tr d i man ♦! onld not -uffer !un elfe toi-e mu c ijrlcd 
> tbeplea-we lie take m tlieru. — Fiorio edit lfil't ji 122^ 
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flunk, that no fruit derived from thorn con recompense so 
great a loss As men who lime long felt tlicmselus weak- 
ened bv indisposition, give them'elves up at last to the 
mercy of mediune and submit to certain rules of living, 
which the) are for the future never to transgress , so he who 
retires, weaiy of and disgusted with the conmiou way of 
living, ought to model this new one he tnt» i s into In the 
rules of reason and to institute and establish it bx piemedi- 
hf.ou and leSo'tioti He ought to l«n e taken to , e of ail 
sorts of labour what advantage soever it mnv promise and 
generally to have shaken off all those passions which dis- 
turb the trunquillitv of bodv and soul and then < Loose the 
way that liest amts with his own humour 

* M l nu-->im=<]ne mix no\ etit ire via 1 
In husbandry, studv, hunting, and all other exercises, men 
are to proceed to the utmost limits of pleasure, but must 
take heed of engaging further, where trouble begins to mix 
with it We ait to ri serve so much employment only as 
is n&pssnn tt> keep us ,u LreAfh find defend ir- from the 
inconveniences that the other extreme of a dull and stupid 
laziness brings along with it There are sterile knOttv 
sciences clnefl) hammered out for the irowd let such be 
left to them who ore engaged in the world' - service I for 
my port oar< for no other books, but either such as are 
plea .ant and easy, to amuse me, 01 those that comfort and 
instruct me how 'to regulate mi life and death 

11 Tocilnm avlvas inter reptirc *alulire*, 

Curnntcni, qunlquid dignum -njnenti bonuqui e-t ” J 

Wiser men having groat force and vipoui of soul mav pro- 
pose to themselves a rest wholly spiritual but for me 
who have a vctv ordin iry soul, it m ven necessarv to sup- 
port mvseif with bodiiv conveniences, and acre having of 
late deprived me of those pleasures that were more accept- 
able to me, I instruct and whet mv apjietPe to those tint 
remain, more suitable to this other season We ought to 


1 Propertius, lib n 21, 3S Montaigne tntn-!nte* the passage 
in the preceding pnrasnph 

5 “ Silenth meditating in the healthv grot es, what be^t become* 
a wre and honest man * — HoRACt, Ep , i t, 4 
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hold with all our force, both of Lauds and teeth, the use of 
the pleasures of life that our years, one after another, 
snatch away from us 

“ P-upanras duJcia , nostrum eat, 

Quod vims, cuus, tb ijiaoes, et tabula fics ” 1 

Now, as to the end that Pimy and Cicero propose to ns, 
of glory , ’tie infinitely "wide of my account Ambition ib 
of all others the most contrars humour to solitude , glory 
and repose are things that cannot possibly inhabit m one 
aud the same place For so much us I understand, these 
hare only thur anus and legB disengaged from the crowd , 
their soul and intention remain engaged behind more than 
evei 

11 Tun , >01010, cuncnlis alionis oolli^is C3ca-. ’ 7 

they have only retired to tahe a better leap, and by a 
stronger motion to give a bnskci charge into the crowd 
Will you see how they shoot short 9 Let ns put into the 
counterpoise the advice of two philosophers J of two very 
different sects, writing, the one to Idomeueue, the other to 
Xnulms, their friends, to retire into solitude from world]} 
honours and affairs “ You have,” say they, "hitherto 
lived swimming and floating, come now, and die in the 
harbour , you have givrn the first part of jmu life to the 
light, give what remains to the shade It is impossible to 
give ovei business, if you do not also quit the tmit, therefore 
disengage yourselves from all concern of name aud glory , 
’tis to be -feared the lustre of your former actions mil give 
you but loo much light, and follow you into your most 
pm ate retreat Quit with other pleasures that which pro- 
ceeds from the approbation of another man and as to 
vour hnowlcdge and parts never concern v ourselves, thft} 
will not loie their effect if ) ourselves be the better foi 

1 "Let us pinch 1 lie's sweets, ’fci« for them ne live b> ami 1>j 
vc Hindi be ashes a ghost, a, mere subject of talk — Pllt*Ios, 

’ "Dost (bon, old man, collect food for otter-, cm' 1 — Fulfill s, 
Sal ,’i 22. 

3 Lpiciirua ami Seneca See Seneca Ep , 21, v\ bo cites a 
from the Letter of EpieuWS to Idomtnetts, differing from that 
!?' en l>j Diogenci Laertius 
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them Runomher Inin, who lying ashed whj he loVh so- 
much nuns in an art that could tome to the knowledge 
of but 6»u pMm ' '.V. few nro enough for me,’ replied 
he, ‘I have enough with one, I lurre enough with neier 
an one ’ 1 He fcaid true , jon and a comjamon nro theatre 
enough to one another, or jou to rourself Let the people 
be to vou one, and lie jou one to the whole people- ’Tis 
an unwortlu ambition to think to dome glurj fioin a 
man’s sloth and privacy jon arc to do like the beasts of 
chase, ulio efface the track at the eutmaco into tlieir den 3 
You arc no more to concern i ourself how the world talks 
of jou, but how jou are to talk to yourself Retire tour- 
self into rourself, but first prepare j ourself thoie to nu.no 
t ourself it wen a folia to trust \ ourself iu rout own 
hands, if jou cannot goxem j ourself* A man rani mis- 
can \ alone as well as m eompnnj Till j cm Imre rendered 
yourself one before whom vou dare not trip, and till j ou 
have a bashfulnfs and respect for yourself, * Ohversentur 
species IiohPstcc ammo,” present continual! \ to youi 
imagination Cito, Phociou, and Aristides iti whose pre- 
Benco the fools thllUbehes will hido then faults, and make 
thorn controllers of all j our intentions should these deviate 
from Virtue, your wspeet to those will set you right , they 
wall keep jou in the waj to be contented with jouiself, 
to borrow nothing of any otln r hut jouiself, to stay and 
fix your soul ni certain and limited thoughts wherein she 
may please herself, and having understood the true and 
real goods, which men the more eujoj the more they 
understand, to rest sitisfied without desire of prolonca- 
tion of lift or name ” This is the piecept of the true and 
natural philosophy, not of a boasting and prating philo- 
sophy, such as that of the two former 0 

’ Senocn, Ep , 7 

3 Idem, Ep , 7, ascribes thesa words to Dmnocntus. 

3 Idem, Ep , GS * Mi m, Ep , 23 

! “Let just end honest things be ever present to the mind — 
Citrtio, 2W Qua-* , u 22 
0 1*1 my tlic j onager and Cicero 
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CHAPTER XXXIX 

A CONSIDEEAXHM. UPON CICEEO 

One -word more by way of comparison betwixt these two 
There are to be gathered out of the writings of Cicero and 
the younger Pliny (but little, m my opinion resembling his 
unde m his humours) infinite testimonies of a beyond 
measure ambitious nature, and amongst others, this for 
one, that they both, m the sight of all the world, solicit 
the historians of their time not to forget them in their 
memoirs, and fortune, as dm spite has made the vanity 
of those requests live upon record down to this age of ours, 
while she has long since consigned the histones themselves 
to oblivion But this exceeds all meanness of spirit in 
persons of such a quahtv as thev were to tbinb to derive 
iiuv great reuown from babbling and prating, even to the 
publishing of their private letters to their fnends and so 
withal, that though >.rnne of them were never sent, the 
opportunity being lost they nevertheless presented them 
to the light with this worthy excuse that they were 
unwilling to loee their labours and lucubrations Was it 
not very well becoming two consuls of Rome sovereign 
magistrates of the republic that commanded the world, 
to spend their leisnre in contnvinc quaint and elegant 
missives, thence to gam the reputation of being verged in 
their own mother tongues. 1 * * * What could a pitiful scbool- 

1 “Cieoro writing to Lucecins, E|i , 12, lib v and Plim to Tacitus 

E|),SS,hh nt , mlhtbi ioo=t remarkable difference that t!ic fir«t 

earne-lb desired Ins friend not to atlacii him eh c cnirnih>U‘-h to 

the rules of but 1> ddlj to leap the bamors of truth in hie fai otir 

*Tc plane etiani vtqne etiaui ruju ut et ©nit' ca celieiiieiitiflS 
emm qunm forts. 5 e sent is et in ea lu-iori t neglign- 
wLereas Plnu declares e\|irc« H , that he •lor- not dcr-ire TneitilB 
to gne the least offence to the truth, *C£!ifui<juum non e\i„«* nt 
Gvcedvsrei actc modum Nnmnee hntom doljet egredi i entitem, 
et honette factis icntas sufficit One uould ba\e thought tint 
Montaijne should, in jn. tice to Plinj , hate dirtwgulshed him 
trom Cicero in tin- particular — COSTEL 
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mister have done worse whose trade it was therein to 
get n inrag v It the m ts of Xenophon and Ciesir luid 
Dot far transcended then eloquence, X Scarce believe tliei 
would ever bare taken the pains to hate written than, 
the\ made it their business to recommend not tkur spoil- 
ing but then doing And could the perfection of eloquence 
Imc nddt d a lustre suitable to u great personage, eertimlv 
Scipw and triius had ne\ei leagued the honour of tneir 
comedies, with nil the luxuiuiuies and elegancies of the 
Latin tongue, to an Afro in Mare, foi that the work 
was thors, its beaut} and excellence sufficient!! declnie , 
Teience luuiself confesses as much, and I should trie it ill 
from an; one that would disjiossess mo of that bclict 
’Tis a kind of mockerr and offenc to extol a man for 
qualities mishtconmu. his coudition, though otherwise com- 
mendable in themselves, but such is ought uot, howe'er, to 
be his line! talent, as if i min should commend a king for 
)» mg o good p'-nte*-, «i gx'd s’ohitec* a good uiarksuinu, 
or a good runner at the ring commendations that add no 
konoiu, unless mentioned altogcthei and in the train of 
those that are propmlj applicable to 3nm, namch, justice 
and the science ot governing and conductins: lus people 
both in peace and war At this rate agriculture was an 
honour to Cl rns and cloqumci and the knowledge of 
letters to Chnilemignc I have in rar tun* known some, 
who b\ writing hare acquired liotli their titles aud toi tune 
disown their apprenticeship, con upt tliur style and effect 
lsuomuee in so v ulgii a qunlit) (which ilho oui nation 
holds to he raielv fc«n in very learned hands) and to <-epk 
a lepntfttioii h\ letter qualities Demosthenes' i-ompauions 
m the Ombissv to Philip, extolling that prince as hand- 
some, eloquent, and a stout drinker, Demosthenes smd, 
that those were eommenditions more proper for a woman, 
an advocate, oi a sponge thou for i king 

« imjw ret hellantc puur, jncenteni 
hems in hostern " 


1 Plat, well, Life of Demosthenes e 4 „ , , , 

1 “ In the fight, overthrow A oar enonn, bat be merciful to him 
when fallen ’ — HoiciCL, Cm in Srt<- , v 61 
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’Tis not his profession to know either how to hunt or to 
dance well , 

Oraimnt eausas ohi cceli jue mpattis 
Dcscrihuii radai ct ftdgentia *i ton clicent 
Hie regert impeuo populot **cmt 1 

Plutarch sajs moreover, that to appear *oeieelleulra these 
les'i nece->sarj qualities is to produce witness ngtmst a 
man's self that no hi c spent his time find applied Ins stndv 
ill, winch ought to haio been emploacd in tlie acquisition 
of more uecossan and more useful things So th it Philip, 
lung of ifieedon, haiing heard that groat Alexander lus 
son sing once at a feast to the wonder of llie licit mnsicmtis 
there Art not thou ashamed ••md lie to linn, to mi g 
so well e ’ And to the smie Philip n imi-icmn, with 
whom lie sai disputing al>out some tilings concerning his 
art * Heaven forhid «ir said he, ‘ that f,o pi it i ini' 
fortune should tier befall jeui ns to unUrnhuil tin v things 
hotter tlmi I ’ A king should he able to answer as Iphl 
crites did the orator alio pressed ujou him ju hio urn 
Inc after this manner ‘ And whit art llioit (Ini final 
hr nest it nt this rite 5 art thou a min at arms irt thou 
marcher art thou a j ike man ' * T mi non" nf all this , 

hut I know how to command nil thi .» ’ An I Anh tlx iu s 
took lt for flu argument of htfle anhn an Jmii mas th it In 
re commended for jilting <*«<Ibn11a well uj >n i Hut, 

1 1 now sen well tint «h it 1 li ir mu «u< dui II iipu 

th luti^nnt. of m» <s p* f hid nth r i gr« u di il h 

at otfld «a\ nothing tis Uof so mn h to •!« nl* tin hlal 
as<odcjr»«w(Ji< *■ a aril* much (h mor< oft, mu h 
t-a thev doit iihlicj nit md \it I mi milt h ch c< it.d if 
mam ethrr writer* d> liver iimr v«rth n itiii« r n* to th 
mitt r, mil li »<1I < r ill \ r.if am dlur vnt>r hi' 

«. urn thing* much in »r m tc ml nr u( nil mnfu un r 
d/i";ingJii uj-on hr ] a;*- r fli m im* li J >irttn th i<» f< 
in I c, nli mu -.li r uj th land* , sh mil l «nn»* Hi r pul 
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I should trebly umltiplv tile volume And how many 
stones have I scattered up nnd down in this book, that I 
only touch upon, which should am one more tunousli 
search into, they would find matter enough to produce 
infinite essai « Neither those stone* nor my quotations 
.nlwaas serve simply for example anthont \ , or onunneut , 
I do But onlv retji\ rd them for the u*o I make of them 
the' cany sometimes liesides what I apply them to, the 
seed of a more neh and a 1 wider matter, and sometimes 
collateral!', a more delicate sound both to myself who will 
sax no more about it in this place, .and to others who shall 
be of m\ humour 

But returning to the speaking 'irtu» I find no ere it 
clioue 1 ctwivt not knowing ti* sj-uk am thing but ill, and 
not know mg to speak anything but well “Non cst 
omameutum nuk concinmtns " 1 * The sages tell us tint 
ns to whnt concerns knowledge, ’tis nothing but plnlosoj.b' , 
and ns to whit lonctrns effects, ’tis nothing but 'irtue, 
winch is generall' proper to all degrees nud to all orders 

Tliei e is something like tins m these tw o other philo- 
sophers, 1 for thev also promise etornitr to the Utters the' 
wnte to their friends but ’tis after another manner, and 
by accommodating themselves, for a good end, to tbe varnti 
of another, for the' write to them that if the concern of 
making theno-ohos known to future ages, and the thirst of 
gloty, do yet detain them in the management uf public 
affaire and make them fe ir the solitude and retirement to 
wlncli they would persuade them, let them never trouble 
themselves more about it, forasmuch ns thev shall have 
credit enough with jmstcrity to insure them that were there 
nothing else hut the letters thus wn'ten to them, those 
letters w ill render their names as known and famous, as 
their ov-n public actions could do * And besides tins diffe 
rence, these are not nlle and empt' letter* that contain 
nothing but a fine ]iugle of well-chosen words and delicate 
couched phrases, but, rather, replete and abounding with 
grand discourses of reason, bv which a man mav rendei him- 
self not more eloquent, but more wise, and that instruct us 

1 “ ^jminetrtral neatiwte uf style is no ninnlv ornament”— 

SisrCA, Ep , IJ5 

* Epicurus and faencca. 3 benoca, Ep , 2t 
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not to speak hut to do well A war with that eloquence 
that enchants ns with itself and not with actual flunks 1 
unless sou will allow that of Cicero to be of so supreme a 
perieu ion as to form a complete body of itself 
And ot him I dial! fmfher add one storj we read of Inin 
to this purpose wherein his nature will much more nun 
iestlv he laid open to us He was to make an oration in 
public and found himself a little straitened m time to 
make himself reach at hit, «n>e wh**n Eros one of his 
slaves hrouqht lute word that the audience was deferred 
till the neat day at which lie was so mushed with joy that 
he enfranchised him for the good news 
Upon this subject of letters 1 will add this more to what 
Lis been already =aid that it is a kind of writing wherein 
mr friends think I can do something and I am willing to 
confess I should rather have chosen to publish my whimsies 
that way than any other had I had to whom to write but 
I wanted such a settled intercourse as I once had to 
attract me to it to raise mv fancy find to support m» Toi 
to traffic with (he wind as some others hat e done and fo 
forge rain name-, to direct my letters tu m a serious bull 
ject J could never do it but in a dream being a sworn 
enemy to all manner of falsification X should have been 
more diligent and more confident had 1 had a judicious and 
indulgent friend whom to address than thus to erpo^e nij 
self to the various judgments of a whole people and I am 
deceived if I had not succeeded hitter I have naturally a 
humorous and familiar stylo hut it is a '•tyle of my own 
not proper forpublic business but hkethe language I speak 
too compact irregular abrupt and singular and as to letters 
of ceremony that have no other subblance than a fine coi 
texture of courteous words I am wholly to seel I have 
neither faculty nor relish for those tedious offers of serme 
and affection , X believe little n them from others and I 
should not forgive myself should I say to others more than 
I myself believe TXs doubtless very remote from the 
present practice for there never was so abject and servile 
prostitution, of tenders life soul devotion adoration 
vassal slave and I cannot tell what a* now all which 


Plotvch ipvlLeg’ii'i ai + Cicero 
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expiessions are so commonly and so indifferently posted to 
and fro by every one tuid to even one that when they 
ovonid profess a gi eater and more-rr spectful inclination upon 
more 311st occasions, the} have not wherewithal to express 
it I mortally hate all au of flattery, which is the cause 
that I naturally fall into a shy rough, and erode way of 
speaking, that, to such as do not know mo, mar seem n little 
to relish of disdain I honour those most to whom I ihow 
the least honour and where mr Soul moves with the 
greatest cheei fulness, I easily foigot the con. monies of look 
and gpstuie, and offer myself faintly and bluntly to them 
to whom I am the most devoted methiuks they should 
read it in my heart, rad that the expression of my words 
does but injure the love I have conceived witlnn To 
welcome, take leave, give thanks accost, offer my service, 
and such verbal formalities as the ceremonious Jaws vi our 
modem civil itv enjoin, I know no man so stupidh unpro- 
vided of language as nivself , nud I have uev- r been em- 
ployed in wilting left vis of favour and recommendation, 
that he, m whose behalf it w,is written, did not thrnk mv 
mediation cold and imperfect The Italians are great 
printers of letters, I do believe I have at least an hundred 
several volumes of them, of all nhu.Ii those of Auoihal 
Caro seem to me to l>o the Vst If all the paper I lnve 
Ecnbbled to the ladies at the time when mv hand was 
leallv prompted lw mv passion were now in being, there 
might poi adventure, be found a page worthy to he Com 
mumcated to 0111 young inamoratos, that are besotted 
with that fmy I always write mv letters post-haste —so 
precipitately that though I write intolerably ill, I rather 
choose to do it my«elf, than to employ another , foi I can 
find none able to follow me aud I never transcribe any 
I have accustomed the great ones who know me to endure 
my blots and dashes, nnd upon paper without fold or 
margin Those that cost me the most pains, are the worst , 
when I once begin to draw it in by head and shoulders, ’ti« 
a sign, that I am not there I fall too without premedita- 
tion or design , the first word besets the second, and so to 
the end of the chapter The letters of tins age consist more 
an fine edges and prefaces than, in matter Just as I bad 
rather wnte two letters than dose and fold up one, and 
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always assign that employment to some otter so when the 
real business of my letter is despatched I would with til 
mj heart, transfer it to mother hand to add those long 
harangues offers and prayers that we place at the bottom 
and should he glad that some new custom would discharge 
us of that trouble is also of superscribing them with a 
long ribble row of qualities and titles which for fear of 
mistakes I have often not wntfrii at n II and especially to 
men of tlie long robe and finance there arc 60 many new 
offices such an infinite dispensation and ordering of titles 
of honour that tis bard to set them forth night yet 
being so dearifj boneftf tier are aertfter to be mrstehea nor 
omitted without offence I find the same fault likewise 
with loading the fronts and title pages of the books we 
commit to the press with such a cluster of titles 


CHAPTER XI 

THAT THE RELISH OF GOOD AND T.VlL III, PENT'S TN A ORB AT 
MEASURE UPON THE OPINION WE HAVE OF THEM 

Men (says an ancient Greek sentence) Aje tormented with 
the opinions they have of things and not Iij the things 
themselves It were a great nr toiy obtained for the relief 
of our mo-era ble human condition could this proposition be 
established for certain and true throughout For if evils 
have no admission into us but hy tlu judgment wc ourselves 
make of them it vhonld ujetn that it is then in our own 
power to despise them or to turn them to good If things 
surrender themselves to our mere) why do we not convert 
and accommodate them to our adv mtage ? If what we call 
evil and torment is neither evil nur foment of itself but 
only that our fan*,) gives it that quality it n m us to change 
it and it being in our own choice if there be do constraint 


Manual of Fpictctug c 10 
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upon us wo must certainly he very strange fools to take 
arm® for that side winch is most offensive to us, and to gne 
sickness, u.mt, and contempt n hitter and nauseous taste if 
it be in our power to gne them a pleasant relish, and if, 
fortune simply providing the matter, ’tis foi us to give it the 
form Non , that what wc tall evil is not so of itself, or at 
least to that degree flint we make it uid that it depends 
upon us to give it another taste and compleuon (for all 
comes to one), let ns examine how that tan be maintained 
If the original being of those things wc fe.tr had power 
to lodge itself m us hj its own authority, it would then 
lodge itself alike, and in like inarrer, in nil , lor men arc all 
of the same kind, and siting m greutu and less proportions, 
an* all provided with the same utensils mid instruments 
to conceive and to judge but the diversity of opinions we 
haie of those things dearly evidences that the 3 only enter 
us hi composition, one person, pcnuhmture, admits them 
in their true being, hut a thousand others gne them a new 
and contrary being m them We hold death, poverty, and 
pain for our principal enemies , now, this death which some 
repute the most dicudful of tUl dreadful things, who dots 
not know that others call it the only secure hvrbour from 
the storms and tunpests of life the soieieign good of 
nature the «o!e support of liberty, and liie common met 
pi ompt remedy of all ev ils 9 And as the one expect it with 
fear and trembling the others support it with gitater ease 
than life This blade complains of its facility 

" Mors » u tin 1m pandov \ itc sulxluccrc nodes 

Veil nrtus te ‘ola dorct 

But let U6 leai e these boastful courages The odor us an 
swered Ly simadius w ho tbieatened to kill lnm, " Thou wilt 
do a "brax e feat ” said he, " to ai nve at the foice of i cantlia- 
ndes ’’ ~ Tho majority of philosophers arc observed to have 
either purposely anticipated or hastened and assisted, their 
own death How many ordinary people do we see led to 
execution, and that not to a •ample death, hut mixed with 


i “O death I I would June (lie** spire Hie cow aril, and that 
i iilour alone slianld in* nt thoe " — LDCAK, ix ISO 
3 Cicero, Tusc. Qu > *• , x 40 
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‘•]>iijh?p! 1 rn film with gn soil*. tnrnwnN ‘ijjuirwirl 
si'li unu till tlifr through firm oura_ocrnatur.il 
siii] L its tint i min can dt= our »o ebm_ from th ir 
rlnun nlitun • tflinc tliur dome tic iffairs cam 
in mini th in Ires to thurfn ud sm^ng prtadiro and 
illr sid_ the ] topi nn *. untunes sills mg mto jc 1 
an 1 Innhii:. to ih ir companions quite is well ae &uerat 0 ' 
(in tb it th s ssore leading to th tra Hots fold th rather 
in nit u t uk< him t hr nigh null a ‘•treat lest a merchant 
nh liu 1 th r*. "dioull trust him In tli wav for an old 
dJ t AtirJlu r toll the hangman he must not toucl h« 
lie k for fear of miking him Ittub he wi* •-« ticklish 
A i jth r au r ml his (.onf**‘'or w ho promi’t-d him Ik 
'- hnuld ill it 1 i> ‘•up v ith otir Lord Da con then «ai J 
h>* m ns r m far I for ms part he p fast to div 
Ynuthor h ising calk'd for dnrih and the han man harms, 
drool first ? nd lie would not dnnh after him for bar of 
«itchin_ r ome enl di=ea*i Erervbols has heard the tale 
of the Piinrd to svhvin 1> m. ujujo the ladder thee prt- 
c nted a common wench tellm. him (as our hw doc 
sometime* f emit) that if he wukl marrs lior thee sroti’d 
tare his life he his in a islule considered her and p r 
casing that ‘die halted Come tie up tie up «aid he 
she limp Anl tbes tell anotlicr rton of the same 
hnd of a fi How m D< nmarh who being condemned to Jn«e 
hit ho tl md the like condition Icing proposed to him 
upon the ■•eafioll refused it l>r reason the girl the) offered 
him had hollow cheeks and too sharp a no=e Y servant at 
Toulous.* 1 nafr aroused of hcrosr for the sum of his belief 
referred himself to that of his master a soung student 
j rpoucr sutli him choosing rather to die thin suffer him 
self to be persuaded that Ins madu- could err TYe read 
th it of the tnhal rtaats of Arras wl in Louis XI took that 
tit) a great man) let themselves he hangc-d, rather than 
they would sat God 'ate the Eng And amongst that 
mean souk I race of men the buffoons there have been some 
who would not lease their fooling at the ver) moment of 
death One that the han man -was turning off the lauder 
c~ied Xannph the galley an ordmars saving of his 
Another sc hum it the point of death his friends had laid 
upon a bed of straw before the fire the j>kTsieian asking 
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him where his pun ]m “ Betwivt the bench n n/? the fire ” 
*'iidhe,andthepne'st,togi'chim evtTenie unction, groping 
for hi 1 ! feet Hindi hi? pain had made lnm pull up to him, 
“Ton will find them,” olid It, • at the end of ini legs " 
To one who being present cvhorted him to recommend Inm- 
«elf to God “ Whr, who goes thither 5 ” yud he , and the 
other replnug “It mil pmsenr/r he vonrse/t. if it he His 
good pleasure” “ Shall I lie sure to lit there In to 
morrow night 9,1 said lie “Bo but recommend \ our-, elf 
to Him,” said the othr r, " and sou w ill won 1 *• t here ” “ It 
were best then," said he, ‘to cam m) rtunumcndations 
mvself " 

In the kingdom of Narswga to this d.i' , the wives of 
their priests are buried rdue with the bodu > of then lins- 
b mds; all other n ire « ore burnt at their bn s)> in'?’* funerals, 
which tlie\ not onl\ firmh but rhecrfullv undergo At 
the death of their hng. his wi\es, and 1 oiieiibnies, his 
fin ountes nil his officers and domestic senauts who mate 


up a whole people, rut sent themeplves so gaili to the fire, 
where bis bodv is burnt that thoi seem to tnl p it foi a, 
singular Iiououi to aceompanv their muster 111 death 
During our late war of Milan, where then- happened so 
nunr takings and i Unkings of towns, the people, impatient 
of so mam changes of foitune took buch a resolution to 
die, that I have heard m\ father 6 jv, lie tbeie svw a list 
taken of fi\e-.ind-tw t ntv masters of families who made 
themselves nvav in one week’s tune an incident some- 
what leserablmg that of the XnnUnans w ho. being besieged 
hr Brutus, 1 1 capitated themselves— men women, and 
children— into “uch 1 funous appetite of dung than 
nothing can be done to pikIc death which thev aid not to 
avoid life, uisouiin.li that Brutus had much (hfftnnv in 

Ei err opinion is of foice enough to cause itself to he 
espoused at the expense of life Th" & rst , e , 6 
valiant oath that Greece took and observed in the Median 
war, was that even one should sooner exchange life for 
death than their own laws for those of _ ’* ““t J 
world of peoplr do we seem the w nrs betw ixt the Turks and 
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ho Greek rtrh r» nibncr i cm* 1 d -atli tlnn uu* in um i* 
them h tn Unit «f I iptism ' An example of vl i h no 
rrt f i In a i- mnpil V 

Th km l A astilf bonne Vim hoi the Jew out o f 
tli ir 1 nmivn' Tobn Kim. of Portugal moon lorump 
of *»iirbt <kwi till vl ««*!] tli min. rcit mt<> ln w for • 
c rtam limit «I tine upon ton htion tint the iitno fis«l 
cumins; i «-x|in tlm *b*will In. gun- ml L«* to furnish 
tin in with shij j in, 1 1 transport them into Amen. T1 
limifrl div cam* which onn. lapsed thcr tur giv n b 
tin 1* rstw 1 tint nth as were ift rwards fo inti in tli 
km lorn sboul 1 rcraun slave-, it tl w> r L yen- slenderly 
jrmiJel anltbf>«i'nhooml»ar!.ed m them wen. nidih and 
villamo i«U u- .lb tbc seinv-n wIkj Ionics other in Jigni 
tK hep ti tm «rui'in 2 upon Uk ‘•oa om wliib forward* 
and aootlicr 1 1 Lwarlc till tl <.v til «pcnt all tl eir pm. 
visions ml ver ronsminel to bin of them at so dear a 
rite ati 1 so lui *» ntlnl that th<\ =u them notoD short rill 
tliov were all =tnp{-el to the voir shirt' The Dens of this 
inhuman usage Vine brought to tbo-e \.lio remained 
h* hind the cretter part of thpm re«nlu-d upon *IaTerv and 
6onie undo a «hov of changing religion Emanuel the 
■WC'iis or of Tohn b* inq tome to the crown fir t c et them 
at Ub* rt\ md afterwards altering h" mind, ordered them 
to depart hi« lountry assigning three pjrts for thtir 
pas age He hoped an Bishop O-onns no contemptible 
Latin historian ot the*c later times, that the favour of the 
Ixl>* rtv he hid siren them hiving failed of converting them 
to Clinstumtv vtt the difficulty tf committing them-elvea 
to the mtrev of the manners and uf abandoning a country 
thev were now habituated to and were grown rerv neb in 
to go and capo e themselves in strange and unknown 
Ti gion* would certainly do it But findinehimself deceived 
in his expectation an 3 that thev were all resob ed npon the 
voyage he cut off two of the three ports he bad promised 
them to the end that the length anti mcomniuditi of the 
pa* age might reduce some or that he mioht have nppor 
tunitv bv crowding them all info one plare the more oon 
veiueiillv to execute what he hal designed which was to 
force all the chiMicn under fourteen rears of age from the 
arms of theu fathers and mother* to transport them fro® 
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their sight and cirai tr«at ion, into n place where tliev might 
ho instituted and brought up in our religion He s i ^ $ that 
this produced a most horrid spectacle the natural aftection 
betwixt the pironts and their children, and motwnn their 
7e.ll to tlieir ancient belief, contending ngniixt tin? nolent 
detree, fathers and mothers w ere common h seen making 
ihemselTQs awat and 1»\ a ut much mere ngorous example 
precipitating out of lme and compassion their voting chil- 
dren into a ells uud pits to avoid the si rente ot this law 
As to the remainder of them, the time that had been pre- 
fixed being expired for a ant of menus to transport them 
thev again returned into slavery Sinn* also turn il Chris- 
tians upon uliose faith, as also that of their postentx, even 
to this dav , -vs hi* h is a hundred \ ears since, f* w Portuguese 
t in jet reh , though custom and length of time are much 
more 1 powerful counsellors in such changes than all other 
constraints whatever In the town of C.istdnaudan, fiftv 
heretic Allngeoii at one time suffoied themselves to be 
burned alive in one fire rather than tiler would renounce 
their opinions • Quoties non modo duetores nostri ” sajs 
Cicero, ‘ sod uuiTersi etiam csercitus. ad non dubmm 
mortem coneurreruut I haae seen an intimate friend of 
mine run luadlong upon death with a real nfWtion, and 
that was roob d in his heart by divers plausible arguments 
which ho would never permit in* to dis[>nsse-s him of aud 
upon the tirst honourable occasiou that off* red itself to him, 
precipitate himself into it without mi manner of visible 
reason, with an obstinate and ardent desne of dv ing We 
have severnl examples in our own times of pel sons, even 
voung cluidicn, who foi fear of some bttlc inconvenience 
have des>p »ti h* d the jusel' es A nd wlint sha 11 w e not fear, 
say? one of the an«ieuts ‘ to this purpose if we diead that 
whicli cowardice itself has choseu for its refuge - 

Should I here produce a long catalogue of those of all 
sexes and conditions ami sects, even in the mod happy nge«, 
who have cithei with gient constmcj looked death in the 
face, 01 volunt.uih "ought it and sought it not onlv to 
avoid the evils of this Jife, hut some pnreh to avoid the 

1 “ Ho>i often have not only oar leader , l»at whole nrniies, run 
to a certain and uuunicst death ’ — Tm- tjntn , i 77 

2 Seneca, Fn , <0 
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sitwh of 1 «ieil ind othns inr the hop* 1 of i b* tt r < n li 
ti n 1 *h r 1 should nourhaacdonr Ai\ thunumltrr 
i » it timU tint in truth I bhcmlil hue a Inttci Innrnu 
nit t » r h n tip them. who hart fr urcd it This "one 
t'> nt ti Oil]] e.irio for ill Prrrhc* thpjjulo ujhcrlieuut 
mjc tl.n in 1 1 oat in i Ten etc it ten pest si owid to tho'C 
h fin t’» most iffnjdrtl alo'i* liiai and encoungwl 
them 1 1 thi. ex raple of a bop tint was tin re noth in ’ it .ill 
touemu d it tin* storm Shall me thin date to «<« that this 
dnntnp of r a«>n of w Inch i < <o much liomt and upon 
the a j oi/ut »f ninth «i tlnnh our tires misters md 
emperor* over tho rost of all creation rat given ns for a 
tonmnt f Jo wl it on I or nr a the 1 m>v ledge of thing- if 
it render, tis more nnnurolr " if rr there) a W the tnn 
<p.ullitv an 1 repo-e we should enjoy without it f and if t 
] tt tin mto a worse condition ilinn Pvn-iws hoz' Shall 
a»e i Jiiplna the underst Hiding th it nas conferred a, on u» 
f<ii our greate t t tootl to our own ruin setting our«el\c-> 
against the do ijn of nature ami the unirerotl order of 
thmgr which intend that eien one si onld male use of 
tlio fneulties members and mourn be has to Ins own 1 p-L 
advantage 

But it maj peradrenturo hooljectori a j, must me roar 
laili i= true enough as to wl at oontems death but wh t 
will ton sa> of mdieoneet' What will you moremer siy 
of I am which Aristippus Hierommus and most of the 
’vacs ha\e Tt.p ited the worst ot puls and fhnsp who hare 
denied it hj wo>d of mouth h ivo liowcrer cernfe sed it in 
♦•[feet 0 Posidonius lieuig (wtreuudj tormented with a sharp 
and painful disease Pompoms caaiu to Mbit lmn tscu«iD2 
himself that, he had taken so nnsKKonn) le a fund to come 
to hear him discourse of philosophy The pods forbid 
baid Posidonius to lum that pun should eier hue the 
poa er to hinder me from talking and thereupon fell 
limned lately uj on a discourse of the contempt of palU 
but in tl e meantime his own infirmity was pi wing its } art 
and plagued li mi to purpose to which be cried out Thou 
nnvest wort thy will pom and torment me with all the 
lower thou bast hut thou shalt never make mo say that 

’ T> '» ene Laertm- i\ Cicero Tasc Qua? n 13 
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lli on art nn et ll ” Tins story Hut tliev make such a cluttei 
withal, -what lias it to do I film would know with the ton 
tempt of pimi ' He onh fielits it with w ords, and in the 
mo ultimo, if the shootings and dolours ho felt did not more 
him, win did lie interrupt Ins discourse * Win did he 
fancy lie did so ip-eat a thing in foibeanns to confess it an 
evil * All does not here tourist m the imncinntmn , our 
fancies inaj work upon othei things hut here is the eertam 
science tint is playing its part, of which our senses theui- 
selies are judges, 

“ tjm nisi Mint ren, ratio qnoqcc falsa ri » ’ 1 * 3 4 

Shall no porsmde our skins that tliejerkb of a whip agree- 
ably tickle us, or oar tasto that a potion of aloes is tun <ie 
Grates* Pyrrho's hog in here in the same piedicament 
with us, he is not nfraul of death ’tis true, but if \ou 
luit him be mil erv out to some purpose Shall we force 
the general law of nature which in crerr hi mg creature 
under lieaveu is seen to tremble undo pam 5 The \ery 
trees sepin to groan under the blows tin r receive Death 
is only felt bv l cason, forasmuch ns it is the motion of .in 
instant , 

"Ant hut, nut yeniet nihil ot prr«cnti* in ilia - 
" Mfttvque mums iKcnv, qtifun mom mortis li ibct , J 

ft thousand beasts, a thousand men, nre snoner dead than 
threatened That also wlm h we principals pi etend to fear 
m death is pam, its ordinal v forerunner yet if we may 
hclieae ft lloh father, “ mnlam mortem noa fm it, nisi quod 
serjuitur mortem ” * And I should ret say, more probably, 
that neithei that which goes before nor that which follows 
nftei is at all of the appurtenances of death 
We excuse outsell es falsely and I find by experience 

1 "Winch, if they lie not true, rea>on it'df must be wholly false 
too — Lccrltius, iy 4b0 

a “ Deatji has bet n, or u ill come there is nothing of the present 
in it LsTIEYN’E TIE I \ BOFTJF .'stfrif* 

3 "The ihlai of death is more painful than death itself — 
Omd Ep Ai Mtlnr to T/owens, y 42 

4 “ Ti' not death that is the ei ll, but that which follow s it — 

&T ALt tATTN, Dc Cmt J>n, l 11 
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tint it i» rathe? the impatience of the imagination of death 
that, makes ns impatient of pain, and th stive find lfcdouhl) 
gives ous as it tin eaten s us with death But reason aeons 
ing oar cowardice for fearing a thing so sudden, so 
inevitable, and so insensible, we take the other as the 
more excusable pretence All ills that earrv no other 
danger along with them but simply the evils themself es 
we treat as things of no danger the toothache or the gout, 
painful as thus arc, ret being not reputed, mortal, who 
reckons them m the catalogue of diseases 9 

Bat let us presuppose that m death we principally regard 
the pam , as also there is nothing to be f oared in poverty, 
hut the miseries it brings along with it, of thirst* hunger, 
cold, heat, watching, and the other inconveniences it makes 
us suffer, still we have nothing to do with an j thing but 
pam I will grant, and very willingly, that it is the worst 
incident of our being (for I am the man upon earth who 
the most hates and avoids it, considering that hitherto 
I thank God, I have had so little traffic with it), hut still 
it is in il>, if not to annihilate, at least to lessen it by 
patience, and though the body and the reason should 
mutmv, to maintain the soul, nevertheless, m good con- 
dition TYVre it not so, wlio had ever given reputation to 
virtue, valour, force, magnanimity, and resolution * where 
were their parts to he played, if there were no pain to he 
defied 9 " Avida est pencuh nrtuv 1 Were there no 
lying upon the hard ground, no enduring, armed at all 
points, the meridional heats, no feeding upon the flesh of 
horses and asses, no seeing a man’s self hacked and hewed 
lo pieces, no suffering a bullet to be pulled out from 
amongst the shattered bones, no sewing up, cauterising 
and searching of wounds hy what means were the urban 
tage we covet to haie over the vulgar to be acquired '' 
’Tis far from flying evil and pam what the sages sav, that 
of actions equally good, a man should most covet to per- 
form that wherein there b greater labour and pain "Non 
est etum hiluntatc, nec las ana, nee nsu, aut jocc, coniite 
lentatis, sed sept etiam tnstes firmitate et constants suut 

’ "Connie is greed v of danger — Sbseoi i> Praudcntu’, 
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beati " 1 * And for this reason it has ever been impossible 
to peisuade our forefathers but that the victories obtained 
bv dmt of foue, and the hazaid of war, v ere not more 
liououiable than those performed in great security hr 
stratagem or practice 

“ L etuis est, qnotiis magnu sibt constat honest nm ” s 

Besides, this ought to lie our comfort, that uaturallv, if 
the pain he violent, ’tis hat short, and if Long, nothing 
violent, "si gratis brevis, si longus, levis ” 3 * 5 Thou wilt, 
not teel it long, if thou fedest it too much , it will either 
put an end to itself or to thee , it comes to the same tiling , 
it thou canst not support it it mil export thee “ Monnnens 
niaximos murte tain, parvos multa habere imcnella 
reqiuetis , mediocnum nos esse donunos ut si tolerabiles 
suit feruinus, sin minus, e vita, quum ea non plncent 
tnuquam e tlicatio estamus”' That which males us 
suflei pain with so much impatience, is the not being 
n< customed to iep>«e our chtefest contentment m the soul , 
that we do not enough lelr upon her who is. the sole and 
soveieign imstrc«s of oui condition The Uod\ s.ivmg m 
the greatei or less projiortiou, lias but une and the same 
bent'nud bias, wheieas the soul is vanable into all sorts 
offoims, and subjects to herself, tnd to her own tiupue, 
all things whatsoever, both the senses of the both and ill 
other accidents and therefore it is that wt ought to study 
her, to inquire into her, and to rouse up nil her powerful 
faculties There is neither reason, foice, nor prescription 
that C ill ana thing prevail against her inclination and choice 

1 ‘Tor nun .an not onl\ liappt hj mirth and uantonne-*, be 

laughter anil jesting, the companion of levm, lntt uftltnies the 

{truer 'ort reap felum fnim their firmness and con.-tanc\ ’ — 

Cictno, Di Ft tub , u U) 

5 "A good <lccd i' all the more a satisfaction b\ how much the 
more it has cost us ’ —Lee U., iv 401 

5 Cimtj, lie Fnil. »i 20 

* “ Unnembcr that the groate-t pains are terminated bv death , 
that slighter pun- ha\ e long intermissions nt riixi-c, and that w e 
are masters ot the more moderate =ort s« that u tlici be tolerable 
we bear them if not »e can gu out of life is irum a tboitre 
vi hero the etitdtainment dots not please n = ClCETO D Fxntb , 
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Of so tnanr thousands of biasses that she has at her dis 
posal [*t us give her one proper to our repose and conser- 
vation, and then we shall not only be sheltered and secured 
fu>in all manner of injury and offence, but moreover grati- 
fied aiid obliged, if she will willi evils and offences She 
males her pi ofit indifferently of all things , error, dreams 
»ervc her to good nse as loyal matter to lodge us m safety 
ami contentment Tis plain enough to be seen that ’tis 
the sharpness of our mind that gives the edge to onr pains 
and pleasures heists that have no such thing, leave to 
their bodies their own free ,md natural sentiments and 
cmi'ecpjenl lv in every kind very near the same, as appears 
bv the resembling application of their motions If we 
would not disturb n our mumlwr' tlie jurisdiction that 
appertains to them in this, 'tis to be believed it would be 
the better for us and that nature has given them a just 
and moderate temper both to pleasure and pain , neither 
can it fail of bemg just bcuig equal and common But 
seeing we have enfranchised ourselves from her rules io 
give ourselves up to Him tumbling liberty of our own 
fancies, let us, at least help to incline thorn to the moat 
agreeable side Plato ' fears our too vehement) r engaging 
ourselves with pun and pleasure, torasmuck as these loo 
much lmit and ally the soul to the body whereas I rather, 
quite contrary, by reason it too much separates and dis- 
unites them As an enemy is made more fierce by our 
flight, so pain grow 1 - proud to see ns trurtle under her 
She will surrender upon much lvttei terns to them wlio 
male head against her a man must oprose and stoutly 
set himself i gainst her In retiring and giving ground, 
we rante and pull upon ourselves the nnu that threaten 1 , 
u>- As the body is more firm m an encounter, the more 
stiffly and obstinately it applies itself to it, so is it with 
the soul 

But lot us come to examples which are the proper eotn 
moibfcy for fellows of such feeble force as myself , where 
wc shall find that it is with paiu as with stones that receive 
i brighter or a more lanmushiug lustre according to the 
foil they are set in, and lhal it has no more room m us 


Jn lie Pb tdo. 
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than n e me pleased to allow it “ tantn m doluernnt, quan- 
tum doloubus se inseruerunt ” 1 We are more sensible of 
one little touch of a suigeon’s lancet than of twentyuounds 
with a sword id the heat of fight The pains of child- 
bearing, baid by the pin «ician and bj God himself 5 to be 
very gicafc, and whnli oui women beep so gieat a eluttei 
about — them are whole nations that make nothing of them 
To say nothing of the Lai edtemoman women, w hat altera- 
tion can jou see m our Switzers’ u ires of the gn ml sa\ mg 
as they trot after then hubbands, you see tnem to-daj 
with the child hanging at their hacks, that they earned 
i este relay m their bellies 5 The counterfeit gipsies no 
hove amongst us go themselves tn wash thens so soon ns 
tlier come into the woild in the first river they meet 
Besides so many loo'e wenches ns daily steal then children 
out in generation, as hefoie they stole them ui in concep- 
tion that fau and noble wife of Sabinus, a patrician of 
Borne, foi aaotlici’b interest, alone, without help, without 
ci \ing out, oi so ninili as a groau, endured the bearing 
of twins J A poor simple boi of Laccdremou haying stolen 
a fox (foi thev moie fear the shame of stupidity in stealing 
than wo do tne punishment of me Knavery), and having 
got it under his coat, rather endured the Paring out of his 
bowels than lie would discover Ins theft 4 And another 
offering intense at a snuifue, suffeied himself to be burned 
to the hone In a coal thnt tell into his sl« eve ratliei than 
disturb the eerenu.m And there have b. en a great 
number, for a sole trial of urtw* following their rasti 
tutions, who ha' e at seven jeais old endured to he 
iv hut] >i d to death without changing thur countenance 
Aud Ciutu has «een them fight in parties, with fists, feet, 
and teeth till they have fainted and sunk down, rather 
than confess themselves, overcome “Nunquam naturam 
mn<s lmccret, cst etiini ea semper znneta, s"< ] nos, 
luiiln is, delicus otio, lmguoie, desnba omnium infeeimus 
opiniombus mnloqne more dclimtum mollmuius ’ Every 

* “Thev snflfceil so innch the more, bj "how much the more 
the' o w n\ to suffering Sr ArGTJSm, Dc Cm! I><i, l 10 

5 Genets id 16 

* Plutarch on Love, <*. *U ‘ Idem, Life of la curgns, c 14 

* “ bu-tom w onld He' er compicr nature, for “be is o'er invincible, 
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one knows the ston of Sacvola, that having slipped 
into the enemy s tamp to kilt their general, and hat mg 
misled his Hon, to repair his fault, In a more strange, 
invention and to deliver his country, he boldly confessed 
to Porsenna, who was the king lie had a purpose to kill, 
not only his design, but moreover added th it there were 
then in Ins camp a great number of JSomans,, his accom 
plices in the enterprise, as good men as he , and to show 
what a one he himself was, having caused a pan of miming 
coals to be brought be saw and endured his arm to hi oil 
and roast, till the king himself, conceiving horror at the 
sight, commanded the pan to be taken away 1 What would 
you say of him that would not vouchsafe to respite his 
raiding in a bool whilst he was, under incision ? And 
o£ the other that resisted, to mock and laugh m contempt 
of the pains inflicted, on him, 5 so that the provoked 
cmeltv of the executioners that had him in handling and 
all the indentions of tortuics redoubled upon him, one after 
another, spent in vain, gave him tlie bur kirn's? But he 
was a philosopher But what ' a gl uliator of Cffisar’s en- 
dured laughing all the while, Ins wounds to ho searched, 
lanced and laid open "<)uis raedioi ns cladtitor ingewitifc'' 
Quia vnltum mutant unquam 5 Quit non modo otetit, 
verum etia.Tn decnhnit turn, ter? Quis, quiiin dcrnbiusset, 
ferrum recipere jussus collum contraxit ■* 1 ‘ Let us bring 
in the women too Who has not heard at Paris of her 
that caused her face to be flared only tor the tresher com- 
plexion of a new skm ' Them are who have drawn good and 
sound teeth to make their von.es more soft and sweet, or 
to place the other teeth m belter order How nnn> exam- 


hut we hate corrupted the miml with sh ulous vautiume-- ncgli 
geive, and doth ' am opinions and oermpt manner- li.u e rendered 
it (.ITeminate and mean — CtCEPO Tttsc Qtar « , ' 27 

1 I,m, ii 12 * Seneca Ep , 7S 

* Had Montaigne prohaUi refers to Anoxarcku , v> liom Nico 
creon, tj rant of Ci prni liad cut to msecs 

* “ H list, cien the least notable ffsdiator eio- <-o much as 
tittered v groin* \\ Inch of them f-t er so mnrii ch-mccd ouiiil 
ton safe* Minch of them, standing or even fulling, did ■-a i„no 
mimonsli “ Whichof them ulitii hewus iliwn and commanded 
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pies of Hie contempt of pam bait we in that sex 9 "What 
can they not do, what do thev fear to do, for never so little 
hopes of an addition to then Iwautt 9 

11 Vellore queis eura est albo- a stirpe capillo-,, 

Et fnciuuj lUmpta pelic, reterre not am ’ 1 

I have seen some of them swallow sand, ashes, and do their 
utmost to deotroj their stomachs, to cot pale complexions 
To make a fun* Spanish hod\, what ra<ts will thm not 
endnic of gliding and hraunc,, till the) have notches in 
their sides cut into the tot quick, and sometimes to death 5 
It is nu onhnarv than* with several nations at this dav 
to wound fhemurlves in good ■ ,init*st to gam ■ re die to what 
thc\ pmfe,s of which »ui king* l elutes notable examples 
ot what he has seen m Poland and doue towards lnmself 3 
But besides tins which I know to hale been imitated bv 
some in France, when I cime fiom that famous asaunbh 
of the Estates nt Blois, I had a little More soeu a maid m 
Picaidv, who to manifest the ardoin of her proniHu, as 
also hu < oust cm i , gne hcisi If with a li'idkin she wore in 
her hair, fuui oi hie good lusti stabs m the arm till the 
blood guvhed out to some purpose The Turks gi\e them- 
selves great scats m hononi of then mistresses, and to the 
end tJie> mar the lunge) remain, thet piesenth dap fire to 
the wound, when* tluw hold it an incicdible time to stop 
the blood and term the eicitrn e , people that lnne been 
e\e"ituesspc of it lime both written and sworn it tome 
But for ten a spare* there aie there ei erv dai tellnws to b> 
fouud that will gn< thomseho a good deep slash m the 
arms or thighs I am willing, Inuroww, to hare the testi- 
monies neari st to us when wc b ivc mo t need of them, for 
Christendom furnishes us with enough * After the example 
of our blasted Guide, there hare been mam who have 
crucified themselves TVe leam b\ testimouv very wortln 
of belief that King St Louis wore a hait-slnrt till in lus 
old age bis confessor gave bun i dispi nsation to leave it 
off, and that men Pndav he caused his shoulders to be 


> *• Who carefull \ pluck out tlicir etcr hairs l>\ the roots inf 
new their la«< hi peeling off the old shin ’ — TmciLUS, i S, 41 
s Henri 111 3 Anil spc De Thou, ffi-t lib bui 

4 A TnrJ>i-ij com, worth about a^rmv Joimille 
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drubbed bj his priest with five small chains of iron which 
were always corned about amongst his night accoutrements 
for that purpose 

William our last Duke of G-uienne the father of this 
Eleanor w ho !us transmitted that duchy into the houses of 
France and England contmually for ten or twelve years 
before he died wore a suit of armour undei a religious 
habit by way of penance Fulke Count of Anjou went as 
far as Jerusalem there to cause himself to be whipped by 
two of Ilia servants with a rope about his neck before the 
sepulchre of our Lord- But do we not inoieover every 
Good Friday in various places see great numbers of men 
and women beat and whip them°elves till they lacerate 
and cut the flesh to the very bones ? I hav e often seen it 
and tis without any enchantment and it was said there 
were some amongst them (fur they go disguised) who for 
money under tool by this means to save ka unless the 
religion of others by a contempt of pain so much the 
greater as the incentives of devotion are more effectual 
than those of avarice Q Mavimus buned his son when 
he was a consul and M Cato his w hen pr<etor elect and 
Jj Panins both his within a few days one after another 
with queb a countenanre ag expressed no manner of grief 
I said once inemly of a certain person that he had disap 
pointed the dinne justice for the violent death of three 
grown rip children of bis being one day sent linn for a 
severe scourge, as it is to be supposed be was so far from 
being afflicted at the accident that he ratlicr tool it for a 
particular grace and favour of he even I do not follow 
these monstrous humours though I lost two or three at 
nurse if not without grief at least without repining and 
yet there is hardh anv accident that pierces nearer to flu- 
quick I see a great mam other occasions of sonow that 
should they happen to me I should hardlv feel and have 
despised some when tier have befallen inv to which tie 
world have gn cn so terrible a figure that I should blush to 
boast of ray constancy Er quo nntoHigitur non rauaturu 
eod in opinions, esse agntudincm ' 3 Oj mioii is a powerful 
1 Cicero Ttt e Qu« in ’S 

9 Bj v liic.li one mnj nndenactnd that O nof is not in naf tire hut 
10 opinion." — <.,ICF-PO Tust. Quas , ut SS 
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part v , bold, and without measure Whoever so gieedil> 
hunted after seumtv and repose as Alexandei and C'csar 
did aftei distutbanee and duhculties «• Teres, the father 
of Shakes,* «a wont to sav that when he had no wars, he 
fancied there w tu no difference betwixt him and his groom 
Cato the consul, to secine some cities of Spam from rev olt, 
only mterdic ting the mh Lint ants from wearing arms a 
great many hilled tliemselv es “ierov gens, nullain vitam 
rati sine aimis esse" 1 Hon nnuv do we know who have 
forsaken the <. dm ana. sweetness of a quiet life at home, 
amongst then a< q wnUnce, to seek out the horror of 
umnluhitible deseits, and having precipitated themselves 
mfo, so .thjei t a eoudifton as t*i become the siuru and con- 
tempt of the woild have hugged tbmiselves with the 
conceit, eu'u hi affectation OniJmal Borromeo, who died 
hitch ‘ at Mil'll!, amids* ->11 the joJJitv rJn r tin* air of Hull, 
lus vouth, butU, and great riches invited him to kept 
lumsiif m so austere aw at of hung that the same robe 
he wore m sunnnei s»Tved lniu for winter too, lit had onlv 
straw for Ina b»d and hib homo, of rat mo tiom the affairs 
of his tniploymcnt he con tinu. ill\ -pent m studv , upon lus 
knees, having a httli hiead and a class of water set by his 
book, winch was all the provision of his repist and aff th« 
turn ht spout m •* itiug 

I know soiix w Ik. consontuiyly h ive acquired both profit 
and advancement lroiu tiukoMoui, ot which the haren.mn* 
onlv affiichts so mnuv people 

If the sicht lx not the must mtessan ot nil our senses, 
treat least the most jdei-ant but the most pleasant and 
most u -etui of all our members seem to be those of gone 
ration uid ret n great manv have conceived a mortal 
hatred agamst them onl| fo" tlrs that tht v irero *oo 
pleasant, and have deprived them>elves of tlum onlv for 
their value as mueli thought he of his eves that put them 
out The gt ue rah (\ and more solid sort of men look upon 
abundance of children us a gteit blc-smg, I, and some 
others think it ns a great b- neht to be without them 


Ivin ’ of 1 linec 5 PIntarcli, Ipotlu'jnivv 

• klitrec people, who thought there w vs no life wuhuutwar 
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And when you ash Thales why he does not marry, he tells 
you, heeause he has no mind to leave any jostei ity behind 
him 1 * 

That onr opinion gives the value to things is very 
manifest m the great number of those which we drt not so 
mm li prmng them as oureelvce, and never considering 
either their urtnes or their use, hut only how dr^r they 
mst us as though that, were a part of then substance , and 
vc only repute for value in them not what they l»nng to 
ns, butwlntwe add to them By which I understand that 
we are great economisers of our expense as it weighs, it 
serves for so much as it weighs Our opinion wiU never 
sufEei it to want of its value the price gn es vahit* to- the 
diamond, difficulty to virtue, suffering to dev otic®, and 
guping lo physio A certain i>ersou, to be pom, threw 
his crowns into the same sea to which so many come, in all 
parts oE the world, to fish for riches Epion ue says 3 
to he nch is no relief, but only an alteration, of affairs 
In tiuth, it is not want, but rather abundance, tbit creates 
avarice I will deliver my own experience concerning this 
affair 

I have 9tnce mv childhood lived in three sorts of conui 
fionb The first, which continued for some twenty years, 
I passed over without an) other means but wh.it were 
casual and depending upon the allowance and as #,s<au( * 
of others, without stint but without certain revei" ,ft * 
then spent my money so much the more dieerfulbi <u '“ 
with so much the less care hnw it went, as it wholly 
depended upon mr oxer-confidence oi fortune ^ never 
lived more at my ease I never had the repulse of finding 
the purse of any of mv fnends =hut against me, haviug 
enjoined myself this neccssitv above ail other necessities 
whatever by no means to fail of payment at tlie appointed 
tune, which also they liave a thousand times respited, see- 
ing how careful I was to satisfy them , so that T practised 
<it once a thrift), and withal, a kind of alluring honest.) 

I naturally feci a Lind of pleasure in paying as if J 
mj sliouldcis of a troublesome weight and freed m) self 

1 Diogenes Laertius i 20 

3 Seneca Ep , 17 
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from an image of slavery, nb afro that I find a ravishing 
load of satisfaction in pleasure another and doing a juijt 
action I pscept pa j incuts u here tie tron bfr of iifu ©umug 
and reckoning is> required, and m such cases, There X 
Licet with nobody to ease me of that charge, I delay theii| 
how scandalously and injuriously soerer, all I possibh 
can for fjii of the wranghngs toi ahull loth mi hamoOp 
mid way of speaking are so totally nuju<ipei and unfit 
Tlieij is not long I hpfrs so muih as driving a harg ua , ’t’ g 
a mere traffic of cozenage and impudence wheie after ah 
hour's cheapening and dodging, both pirtios al«)idmi th«r 
word and oath foi fivepence piofit 01 abatemnit Yet [ 
always hoi rowed at great diswh aatacre foi Wanting the 
confidence to speak to the per^n nii'elf, I eoinnuttod mj 
request to the persuasion nt a letter, winch usually is 
veiv successful advocate, and is of \cry great ad\«ntag>. 
to him who has a nnnd to deuy X, in those dure, mon, 
jocundly and freely referred the conduct ot m. aflans tq 
the atais, than I have since done to my own pi undent! 
and judgment Most g<*id managms loot upon it as <t, 
horrible flung to Uve always thus in uncertainty and d< 4 
not < onsider, in the first place, that tin. gre itest p u t of thu 
world five so bow manv worthy men have v\ holly <tbau 
doneil their own lerf.uuties, and yet daily do it, to the 
winds, to trust to the liKonstaut fay our ot punccs and of 
tortime p Omu rut .rtwve a million of gold im«e than he 
was worth, ju debt, to tmcoinc Cicsnr, and h..w many 
lncnhants hare begun then tnflc by the salt of ♦limiflinis, 
which they scut into the Indie*, 

‘•Tot per nnpoUntio li-eta* " ' 

In bo great asictfty of devotion as we sec m these days we 
have a thousand and a thousand colleges, tnat piss it over 
commodious!) enough, expecting every day their dinner 
tiom the liberality of heaven Secondly , they do not take 
notice that this certitude upon which thev so much rely , 
is not much frsa uncertain and Lizurdous than hazard, 
itself I see muwj as near heyondtwo thousand crowns 
a year as if it stood close by me , for besides that it is m 


‘‘ihe* so many rtnrniy "car “ — CATtrrrc s, i\ IS 
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tin; pun er of chance to make a hundred breaches to poverty 
through the greatest strength of our riches — there being 
very often no mean betwut the highest and the lowest 
fortune — 


I Httuna -utrea est tnm qnuiu splendet, frangitur 1 * 3 
and to turn all nm bamcadoes and bulwarks topsy turvy 
I find that by dims causes indigence is as frequently 
seen to inhabit with those who have estates as with those 
that have none and that peracUcnturc it is then far less 
grievous when alone than w hen accompanied with riches 
X'hese flow more from good management than fiom 
le'tnue , "Faber est suae quisque torturne , ” * and an 
uneasy necessitous, bnsy rich man seems to me more 
numerable than he that is simply poor In divitn* mopes 

quod genus egestatis gravibsrmura est” 3 The gieatcst 
and most wealthy primes are by poverty and want driven 
to tbe most extreme necessity , for can there be any more 
extreme than to become tyrants and unjust usurpers of 
then subjects' goods and estates ■“ 

My second condition of life was to hare money of mv 
own wherein I so ordered the matte) that I had soon laid 
up a iory notable sum out o£ a mean fortune , considoimg 
with myself that. that, only was to he reputed hating 
which a man reserves from his ordinary expense and that 
a man cannot absolutely i eh upon revenue he hopes to 
receive how clear soeier the hope may be For what said 
I if I should be surprised by such 01 such an accident’* 
And aftei such hke vain and vicious imaginations would 
very learnedly , by this hoarding of money provide against 
all inconveniences , and could, moreoiei, answei such as 
objected to me that the number of these was too infinite 
that if I could not lay up for all I could, bowei er do it 
at least for some and for many Yet was not this done 
without a great deal of solicitude and anxiety of mind I 

1 ‘ Fortune is glass in its grexte<t brightness it breaks — 
Ixllni Pi Wins Sotw* 

I im <ino is tl e maker «if Ins onn fortune — S U 1 t.ST 1)6 
flcpxxl Ortl , i 1 

1 Poor in (lie mills! of riches winch is {lie worst of irai.rtici 
— Sesfc,) J p 14 
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kept it Terj dofcf* iui3 though I dare talk to boltTlv of 
an self, jievei spoke of mjv mom >, but la)<=eb, as o f bto do, 
v-lws being mb, preteud to be jioor, and being poor, pie- 
tcinl to be mil, dispensing dieir conseieucos from ei or 
telling stncereh what flier have a rtdv ulous and shame- 
ful prudent* Was t gotm* a jnuruet ' ruetbougbt I rrns 
BmorouongJi provided aui the jnoie I loaded iar-e}[ 
ivitli inonoi the mon. aleo vns I loided with feir, one- 
■wlule’oi the dauper of the roans, another of the fiilchtt of 
hun vhe had the thvirso ofin> biguuto of vruoui «« some 
others that I kno»v, I v,m never sufbueuth -ernie if I hid 
Jim aot nJw.iia m tor e\e If X cbt'.c-v? to lea'e an 
utth-hov behind me, 0, wbnt straneo suapiiiiaj*. and 
austetvot mind <bd I enter luto. and, whua was worse, 
witlinut Ujimg to ii'ijuaiut unvlionr with it U.v mmcl 
was etemulh taken up with sntli thing* as tlic*e- sMlat, 
all things eonsubreJ there is uore trouble leaping 
than na getting it And if I did net altogether so 
mil'll as I sal . or was not revile so scMnlatousiv solicitous 
of im luonei a<= I hai <* in ido mrstlf out to be, \et it cost 
tut Bomcthnus nfc Inst to restrain sum If trom bung 
I reaped Ittfk or no ndrntifnge hj ttIuT J L 'd a ad my 
expenses a> pan d nothing les« to me foi basing the more 
to spend , for, as 0i on b utl ’ tlie kairi men ale as augrv 
as Uip b ild tn V j, uJkd . and affei toil axe once ,icc"s- 
tniUPd to it and bate wm« «wt tout heart upon vi>urhro,p, 
it 13 no more at \<iur rice , to; tin uut fud n xaur 
Ik art to break, it ’tis a bndduig that i ou inll farm must 
of nu-ossiti all tumble down to rum if vim sui out die 
least pebble necessitT must hrst take yon In the throat 
bailor, >ou mu prevail u)>oil y outsell to touch it and I 

it Wiij J swne* l,n e pniratd aarthiag I had, oi sold a boise, 
md with much less constraint upon urn* If thm bnre 
made the ie ist bream in that heiored pur-e I had ao care- 
fully Kid by I5uf the danger was tli t i mao cannot 
t asilv press sake « rtain limit* to this desire (flu*) arc hard, 
to find id things thet r mar conceives fo be good) and to 
stint tine qood Inwhwnliy so that it miv not deguernte 
mtu uvan.ee mm still axe intent upon adding to the heap 

' Seneca, De Tnvwpiillitate Annul, p S 
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and increasing the stock., from sum to sum, till at last the) 
Tilefr deprive themselves of the enjoyment of their own 
proper goods anti throw all into reserve, without mating 
any use of them at all According to this rule thet are 
the richest people in the world who are set to guard the 
walls and slates of a wealthy utr All montyed men I 
conclude in lie covetous Plato 1 pLices corporal or liuinau 
goods m lias order health beauty, strength, riches , and 
riches, s avs he are not blind, but very clear sighted, when 
illuminated by prudence Dionvsius the son did a ierv 
handsome act upon this subject , he was informed that 
one of the Svracu»ans had hid a treasure in the earth and 
thereupon sent to the man to bring it to him which he 
accordinglv did, privately reserving a small part of it 
onlv to himself with which he went to another uti where 
being cured of his appetite of hoarding he began to live at 
a more liberal rate v bn.li Dionysius teams:, caused the 
rest of his treasure to lie restored to hun, saying that since 
h° had learned >o u=e it, he veiy wilhngh returned it bid 
to him 

I continued some years m this hoarding humour when 
I know not what pood demon fortunately put me out of it 
as he did. the Syracusan and made me throw abroad all 
mv reserve at random the pleasure of a certain journey I 
took at very great expense having made me spurn this 
fond love of money underfoot bv which means I am now 
fallen into a third wav of living (I speak what I think of 
it), doubtle“ much more pleasant and regular which is, 
that I live at the height of mv revenue , sometimes tlie 
one sometime* the other may perhaps exceed but ti“ very 
little and lint rarely that they differ I live from hand to 
mouth, and content my c elf in haring sufficient for mr 
pre exit and ordinary eij»eii«e, for as to extraordinary 
occasions all the laying up in the world would never 
suffice And tis the greatest folly imaginable to expect 
that fortune should ever sufficiently arm us against her 
self ’tis with our own arras that we are to fight her. 
accidental obc« will betray us in the pinch of the busing's 


5 Ui-j~U l 'er tie father 3cccnhr<g to PJyta wh in J>*« tpoit’fjrW’- 
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If I lnr up, ’tis for wine near nud contemplated puiposc , 
liot to purdinsi* lattdx of which I ln.ro no need, but to 
ptmhftse pleasure 11 Non esse cupiduui, petunia est , non 
0°% croaoera, teU«»l Cat ' 1 I neither am in auv greit 
apprehension of wanting, nor m desire of ion mou , 
•‘dninaruni frnetub ext m copin . tapiain declnnit sail- 
etas And I am ierv well pleased that tins leformatnui 
in me lias fallen out in m agt nntumlh inclined to 
ammo, and that I sit jii>«ulf cleared ol ,i folb so common 
to old men, and the most ndiculous of all human follies 
Perault'i, a man that Tnd run through both fortunes, 
nud found that the increase of substitute was no m< rouse 
of appetite either to entutr or dunking, sleeping o i the 
enjOl moot of Ills wife ind who on tlie uthei side felt the 
care of Ins omuonuts lie In mi upon lus shoulders, as it 
does on mine, was resohed to plaice it poor jonng ninu, 
liiq faithful fueml, who panted after riches, mid made him 
n gift of all Ins, which were ercebsneh gieit, nud, more- 
o'er, of all lie "ns ni the duilr war of getting In the 
liberality of Cuus, Ins good master, and In the wm , con- 
ditional!' that he should take tare handsome I> lomaintnm 
ntid pleutifullj to entertain hint ns lug guest and tuond , 
which being accoichnglj dune the' afterwards bird ten 
bappilj togetkei , linth of them cqunll' content with the 
change of then mndition’ ’Tis an example that I Luuld 
nmtate with all mj heart, and I rerj much ippro'etho 
fortune of the aged pi elate whom I sm to have so abso- 
lutely stripped himself of lus parse, lux revenue, and care 
of lus expense, committing them one while to one tiustv 
sonant, and nnothei while tonnothei, that he has spun 
out a loug succession of ' ours, as ignorant, In this menus, 
of his domestic affairs as a mere stranger The confidence 
m anothei man’s virtue is no light ex idence of a man’s 
own and Go<l "llhnglj favours such a ronfidcnce As to 
wltat concerns lum of whom I am speaking, I see nowhere 
n better got erned house, more nobly and constantly nuim- 

1 “ Not to beco'ctous, is monc' , not to bo mad after buying, is 
rc'cuup Crcnro Paradox , m 3 
1 “ Thu fruit of riches is in abundance, and content declare” 
nlmiinunie.”— Idem, tiro’, 'i - 
J Xenophon, Cjtop edia, nu 3 
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tamed than Ins Happy to have regulated hie ait ana to 
so just a proportion that fns estate is sufhuent to do it 
without Ins core or trouble and without any hindrance 
either in the spending or laying it up to his other more 
quiet employments and more suitable both to his plate 
and liking 

Plenty then and indigence depend upon the opinion 
every one hag of them , and riches no more than gloiy or 
health have other beauty or pleasure than he lends them 
bj whom they aie possessed fiveij one is well or ill at 
cose according as he so finds himself not he whom the 
world believes but he who believes himself to be so is 
content anil iu this alone belief gives itselt being and 
reality Fortune does us neither good nor hurt she only 
presents us the matter and the seed which oar soul more 
powerful than she turns and applies as she hest pleases 
the solo cause and wneieign mistress of hu own happy o* 
unhappy condition All er terns 1 accessions receive taste 
and colour from the internal constitution as clothes warm 
us Dot with their heat but our own which they are lit in 
cover and nourish he who would shield then with a cold 
hod} would do the 'line service for tl e cold foi so snow 
and icO arc picnivcd And, certes after the same manner 
that stndj is a toiment to an idle man abstinence from 
wine to a drunkard frugality to the spendthrilt and 
exercise to a lazy teniiei bred fellow bo it is ot all the 
rest The things aie not so psunful and difficult of them 
selves but our v.ealtness or cowardice makes them bo To 
judge of gic-it and high matters requires a suitable bouI, 
otherwise we attribute the vice to them which ib realty our 
own A straight oar seems crooked, m the watei it does 
not only import that we see the thing but how rad after 
what manner we see it 

After all this 5 why amongst so many discourses that 
bj bo many arguments persuade men to despise death and 
to endure pain con we not find out one that help*, ns ' 
And of so many sorts of imaginations as have so prevailed 
upon others as to persuade them to do so why does not 


* The re^t of the chapter a mainly token from Sscncca- Ep 81 
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e^en one apph some one to himself, the most suitable to 
his own humour 9 If he cannot digest a strong- working 
decoction to eradicate the cn), let him it least fate a 
lemtn e to et«e it “ Opuuo est qniedam effeniuut'i ne lens 
nee m dolore masns, quoin eaderu m voluptate qua quum 
liqoescimus, fluimusque molhtm, ipis. aculeura sine di- 
more ft'rzv non poss'imus Pot uni in eo est, ut Lin 
ituperes, ” 1 As to the rest, a man does not transgress 
philosophy liv permitting the acrimony of pains mil 
human frailty to prevail so much il>ove measure , for thev 
constrain her to go Inch to her unanswerable replies “If 
it I* ill to li\ e in necessity, it leist there is no necesutv 
upon a man to Live in necessity " - ■ No man continues 
ill long hut by his own fault He who Ins m itlier the 
courage to di< nor the hoert to live, nho will neither resist 
nor fiv wliRt cui we do with bun 9 


CHAPTER XLI 

JiOT TO COMMUNICATE V MAN S HONOCr 

Of ill the follus uf the world, that which i» lrtO't uiutor- 
wdh received is the -ohutude of reputation uid glory , 
which wc ire fond ot to that degree as to ulnndon riches 
peace life aud health which ire effectual md snh-tantial 
uoods, to pursue tlu« Alin phratuui and > mpty word, tint 
has neither body nor hold to lw taken of it 

11 Li faittv cV invoghwc i on dolce «n»ne 
(>!t *n(« r*'i riortnh, cl [Or »i hcJH 
E ila Ku un Mxuie ana il un n tin otnb'i 
(. li iu! <f.m Acnt-i -i dih ,wi e vnilia. 7 


Ti i\ f iht « e rc'-t a*id « itfu\ in e , 
.■< On «tin,;in_of n L>ewitliniit roinnr 
co mnnril oce - ‘nlf * — Ctci r» t Tvs- 


' 1 1 nun »Jn h vii'ii ftKumr «<i uid rninr« j 
dfi]w\iv~<> iiir nl>at nn*vlie,«dn , iM 
u liun i Li \tl» ili-j'cr- 1 at i di<* oHv* T > 
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An<l of all the irrational humours of men it should seem 
that the philosophers themselves ire among the last and 
the mrifct rdnctant to disengage themselves from this tis 
the moat reatire and ohstimte of all quia etiam bene 
pu>fi< antes. annnos tent are non cessat There is not 
anv one of whn h renara so cleaily accuses the vamtj hut 
it is so deqlv routed m us that I d ire not determine 
■whether anv one ever cleailj di^chftrged himself from it or 
no After i on have said all and believed all lias been ■wd 
to »ts prejudice it piodnccs so intestine an inclination in 
opposition to your I >e=t aremnents thni yon have little 
power to resist it for ae Cicero says even those who 
most controvert it would jet that the bools they wnte 
about it should v isnt the light under then own names and 
seel to derive glorv from seeming to despise it All other 
things, in* ummuiucal le and fell rate commerce vt* lend 
our goods and stal e our lives for the necessity and service 
ot our friends but lo comm irntale a man s honour and 
to lobe another with a mans own glory is iery rarely 
seen 

And v et we have some examples of that tmd Catulus 
tuctatius in the Cimbnan war having done all tlut in bun 
lav to make his filing soldiers face about upon the enemy 
Tan himself at list away with the rest and counterfeited 
the coward to the end his men might, rather seem to follow 
their captain than to fly from the enemy * which was to 
dliandon his own reputation m order to cover the shame 
of others When Charles V came into Provence in the v car 
1537 tis said that Antonio de Leva seeing the empmOT 
j oaitivelv resolved upon this expedition and believing it 
would redound, very much to his honour did nevertheless 
verv strffiv oppose it in the coun< d to the end that t! c 
entire glon of that resolution should 1* attributed to his 
master and that it might he said his own wisdom and for 
sight Lul been such as that contrary to the opinion ot fU 
he had brought about *o great an enterprise which w s to 
do him honour at his own expense The Thracian imhas 

1 Because it teases not to assail men tl e he t discipline t 
mini — 1 AcetsTix DcCt t D-t U 

Urati n for \rchins c 11 3 Plnlarcl life of Mam ' t * 
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^adors comm? to comfort Arehilemnda the mother of 
Brands*, njou the death of her «on, raid commending bun 
to that height ns tn say he hnd not left his like behind 
him, she recited tins private and particular coiimitndation 
to attribute it to the public ■' Tell me not that ” said she, 

‘ I know the citv of Sparta has many citizen® both gre iter 
and of grea+or north than he' 1 In the battk of Creey , 
the Prmce ot Wales, being then v wy voumr had the ran- 
ffnard coni mi tied to him the main stress of the Jurtle 
happened to be in that plate, which made the lord® who 
were with him, finding themselves overmatched stud to 
King Edward to advance to tliur relief He inquired ot 
the condition 2«® eon was in, and beiiur nusnered that lit 
was alive and on horseback “ I should then do him 
wrong,” said the king 1 now to go and deprive lain of the 
honour ot winning this battle be lias ®t> long ami so bravely 
sustained w hat hazard soever hernus, that shall be entirely 
his own , " and accordingly would neithei go nor send, 
knowing that if he went, it would 1* said all had been io<-t 
Without lus succour and that the honour of the victorr 
would be wholly attributed to hun “ benipei emm quod 
postremum adjectum est id rein tot.im videtur tmisse ” 2 3 
Many at Some, thought and would usunlh sa\ that the 
greatest of Supto’s acts were in part due to Lndins whose 
constant practice it was still to advance and support 
Scipio’s grandeur audreuown without anv cate of htsown - 
And Tlieopomptis, King of Sparta to him a ho told him the 
republic Could not miscarry since he knew so well how to 
command “’Ti® rather,” answered he ‘ because the people 
know so well how to obev ” * As women succeeding to 
peerages hnd notwithstanding thur sex the privilege to 
attend and giv e their votes in the tn ik that appertained to 
the jurisdiction of pters, so the ecclesiastical peers not- 
withstanding their profession were obliged to ittend ore- 
kings in their wars uut onlv with their friends and servants, 
but in then own persons As the Bishop of Beauvai® <hd 

1 Pint ucli, Apothegm* ot the Laced • momm-, an Brasilia? 

5 “Forthe lost stroke too. business seems to effect performance 
of tlie whole action ” — Hvr, v«n -to 

3 Plutarch Instructions lor Statesmen, c 7 
‘ Idem, Apothegms ot the Ltu.ed'enxraiuiic, art Tiieopompas- 
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who be ntj with Plnlij Augustus it the battle of Bouvuae? 
had a nu table share m that action, but be did not think it 
fit for him to participate in the fruit and glory of tliat 
violent and Mood} trade He ruth hi? own hand reduced 
several of the enemy that day to Ins mercy idiom he de 
livetid to tbe first gentleman be met, either to kill or receive 
them to quarter referring tile whole execution to tbits other 
hand and he did this with regard to William Bari of 
Soimburv whom he gave up to Stesure Jeban de Neele 
With a like subtlety of consul nee to that I hare ] usfc named 
he would kill hut not wound and for that teason ever 
fought with a mace And a certain person of my time 
hung reproached by the king that lie uad laid hands on a 
priest stiffly and positively domed he bad done any such 
thing the moaning of which was he bad cudgelled and 
tacked him 
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Plowscs says pome where 1 that. he. does not find bo great a 
difference lietwirt beast and beast as he does belimt luau 
and man which he wvs in reference to the mteru<il quail 
ties and perfections of the soul And in truth I find °o 
vast a distance Ictwist Epanmiond&s according to my 
judgment of him and some th it I Lno" who are yet men 
of good sense that I could willingly enhance upon Plutarch 
and say that there is more difference betwixt piirh and 
such a man than tbue is lx tout such a man and such i 
beast 

Hem vu nro ipud jirwtat * 

and that there are as mans ond innumerable degrees of 

Win lie lean de Toilet Trojes Ij/ 8 p 220 
tlewrw Hut de Traiicc 

3 In the issso The JJrute Creation cvkiscs Pevon % 

* Vh ho * roncU mao one mnn iiQotli'r — TfrLSCE 

r i«cfi # u i i ‘ 
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mmd& as there are cubits bctymt this And Lea? en Put as 
touching tin* estnu-ifi* of n>/n, ’bs sfiiage that, ouivlicb 
e\cepted, no othci creatme is esteemed b<n on<l its propei 
qualities , wo commend a horse for his strength anil siirc- 
ness of foot, 

11 Volucrcm 

Sic laudntnns (Hinuni, fanh cm plumm nilma 
Ferret, «,i c\s\iltn rauco \ ictoiici circa, 1 

imd not for his rich caprnson, ,i greyhuiind foi Ins speed 
of heels not foi Ins fine collar , a Iinyrfr fin Her n mg, not 
for her gesses and bdls Whv in like mamiei, do ire not 
value a nun for wh it is proper! \ his own p Hi Ins a great 
trom, a beautiful p.ik< e. so much credit so manv thousand 
pounds a. yeu all tlicst ,m about him lint not in him 
Tun mil not but a jug m a pule if ion tlmipou a horse 3 
you mil sec hun stopped of his housing cloths, you mil see 
him naked and open to ? nur eye , 01 if Iib lie clothed as 
they anciently were wont to present them to princes to 
sell, ’hs oul> on the less important prrts. that you miy 
not so niuik consider the Jieauty of his colour or the brendth 
of lus crupper, as principally to examine bis legs, eyes, and 
feet, which aio the members of greatest u«e 

" Reylim hit min est nl» cquus mr rrantui , upulot 
Iiispicntnt ne si Incie' ut sa pc, decora 
Moili fnlta pede est, emutoiein indue it hmntno 
Qnud pulcliw dune*., breve quixl caput, onliu ier\i\ ' s 

why, m giving yunr estimate of a man do you prize Imn 
MT.ipped and muffled up in clothes 1 ' He then discoveis 
nothing to you but such parts as ue not m the least his 
oyrn, and mnieals those b> wlncili alom otic mai ngiifh 
judgt of hia Table ’Tis die puce of the blade that you 
inqune into, not of the scabbard you would nutperadycn. 
ture bid a farthing for hnn, if you saw him stripped Tim 

* “So no praise the su ilt horse for u lioiu mam an applauding 
hand *jIoi\s, anil in ton exults among flic imr»e shoots of the 
circus' —Jr 1 1 n At, uu 57 

- Seneca, Ep , SO 

3 " Wlit n vugs i T d fpnt folks Pur horses, ns ‘ti* the. custom, 
in their housing*., tln*i take care to inspectiery closely , li *t a short 
head, a high crest, a broad haunch, awl ample chest stand upon an 
old beaten hoof to gull the buyer lion \ce, Sot i 2, S6 
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are to judge him liv bmsplf and not Jit what he weais, 
and as one of the anuents very pleasantly said Do tou 
know wliv i ou repute hnn tall 9 You ruokon withal the 
hi ight »t hib pattens ” 1 The pedestal is ou pail o£ the 
sta t iw Measuie hnn without his stilts , let him lay aside 
his r^emii-s a&l lus titles, let him preheat lumsclf in Ins 
shirt Then examine if bis boll he sound and spughtly, 
retire and disposed to perform its functions What soul 
has he * Is site beautiful, cap ible and happily provided ot 
all hei faculties Is she nch of what is hei own or of what 

she has bun u wed - Has fortune no hand m the affau '< 
Can she, without winking, stand the lightning of swords * 
is Bke indifferent whether her life expire h> the mouth or 
through tbe throat ■* Is she settled even and content f 
Tins it, what is to he examined, and I>v that you axe to judge 
of the i ast diffeiem.es betu ut man. and man Is he 
“iy\pien« sIMqus lmjieriusus 

CJnem neque panpenea, aequo mors nepue siaculaterrent . 
P-jpormrc cnpidimbns contemoere honored 
Tort is et in seipsa totw ter. s stque rotuntlus 
‘Extern ne quid v at cat |>cr ) u' c mono , 

In quern mani a rmt semper fortune ‘ ' ' 

such a man is fire hundred cubits above kingdoms and 
duclnes , ho is an absolute monarch m and to lnmsulf 
“ Sapiens Pot ' ipse ftngit fortunam mbi 5 
what lamins far lutn to covet or desire 5 
“ Non no n dermis, 

Jol aired •Ainatunm latr-ue m»i ut quoi 
Corpore uyunctn~ dnloi ab-it intnte fruatur, 

Jucundo “ensu, enra semotu metuque ’ ’ 1 


1 Seneca, ip 7tJ 

,, fttieni a < moo, who bascoroiuanrl over hunoelt whom neither 
pmert, nor death, nor chains afinght who has the ‘•trength auil 
courage torulruin bis appctitei nnu to contemn honours who has 
his alt within himself a nurd u ell limed and even laliui red liken 
smooth and perfect halt viUich nothing external can Btoj in its 
course v\ liom fortune assails m vain — SoRVCF toil n ft 
1 The avue man is the master of his own fortune " — P( iLITS, 
Zhn , ii 2, 8i 

‘ ‘‘Do vie not see that man’s nature nets no more than that 
free from bodily pun, ho mv, e' crcise lus mind agreeably, exempt 
from fear and (Watty Licretios, u Jii 
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Compart' with Mich n ono t1»«* common rabble of mankind, 
•dupid and mem spintid M.*rv ile, instable, nrnl cimtimulh 
floiting witli tlie temjx'st of vinous passions, that to=ses 
and tumbles thi m to oud fro, and nil depending upon others, 
and rou will find a gro iter distuice than hetwivt he non 
and earth, nndvet the blindness of common U'-nre is such 
that we make httle or no account of it win leas, if no ton- 
cider a Jit asant md a king a nobleman and <i i nssn), n niagi- 
sfnfc and a private mail, a rich man and a poor there 
Opji ais a vast dispirit v , though thev diffei no more, ns a 
mrm mu «a\ than in their breeches 
In Tliruco the line was distinguished from his people 
after .v verr pleasant and especial numnei , Ik had a re- 
ligion bv himself a trod all his own and w hw h lus subjects 
were not to nrtsume to adore, winch was Mercurr, whilst, 
Oil the other hand, lie disdained to have nuvtlnng to dowitli 
theirs, ilnrs Bacchus and Diana And a et tin \ arc no 
other tbnn pictures flint make no essential dissimilitude , 
for as vou set. at tors in a phtv lepiPsintmi: the pt rson of a 
duke or an emperor upon the stage, and lmmedinteh after 
rctm-n to their truo and original condition ot valets and 
porters so tbo empoior, whose pomp and lustre so dazzle 
you in public, 

' m ilieet ot grandes nnili cuni luce -insnjrdi 
Vuro mclmtuntm, toritimine llmlnwni u.tti- 
A'-stlne, et Yonen., suclurem fvcrcit* jintst , 1 * 
do but peep behind the curtain, and \ on will see nothing more 
thau an ordinary mail and peridveutiire more contemptible 
than the meanest of lub subjects ‘ ille bentm mtrorsiun 
est istms hracteaf.i febcitns est,"‘ cowardice lrresolutioa, 
tmbitnni spite, and env\ ngit.ite him as much as another 
“ >011 mini ittfT, neqno con«nlan«, 

Smnuiniet In tor mr-ems tiunnltns 
Mentis, ct curie Inqueata cireinu 
Tc tnolnnl#« " 3 * 5 


1 “ Became lie "cars great enn nH* nchli --et in gold, darting 

gtem In'tre , and the =ca bine silken robe, sw>fn with pressure, 

ami moist with llliPrt love Li cratt«,n 1125 

s “True happiness hes \\ ltlun, the other is bat a counterlrit 
felicitv ’ — Semcv, f,p , 111 

5 “ For not treasures, nor the consular lictor, cvn rcnioi c tl c 
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Cue and fear attack him even in the centre of his bat 
talions 


Kc ceraqne mehis hnnunnra cnrraue ' an u lefts 
Npc metnnnt =omtas annonim ncc fra tela 
4u larterqno inter regft rcrumqiie potentea 
f ftr=antiir neqne fnlgorem reverentur ah anro 1 

Do fetffls gout an<I apoplexies spare him any more than 
one of ns U hen old age hangs heavy npon hie shoulders 
tan the \eomen of his guard ea=e him of the burden 
When he w astounded with the apprehension of death 
can the Gentlemen of bis bcdchambei comfort and assure 
him 5 "When jealousy or any other capnee swims in Ins 
brain can our compliments and ceremonies restore him to 
his good humour' The eanoj y embroidered with pearl and 
gold he lies under has no virtue against a violent fit of the 
coke 


Ntt mluVe <>it) n- decedent c«rpnn? fehrts 
Tei tilil us M m fuetun* o>lnx\ue nttanli 
Jflctans qnam i plebeia in » e»to cnbamlimi e»t " 

The flatterers of Alexander the Great possessed him that he 
was the son of Jupiter , but being one dav wounded and 
oh crying tho bloodstream from his mound What say jon 
now mj masters said be is not this blood of a crimson 
colour and pmvlj human 5 This is not of the completion 
of that which Homer makes to issue from the wounded 
gods 5 The pvt Hermodorus had written a poem ju 
honour uf knUgoaite wherein he called him the son of the 
sun He who has the emptying of inv close stool said 
■knfigonus knows fo l he contrary 1 He is but a manat 

im. erabte tumult of (he nnml nor cares (hit fly about pilled 
filings — Hopirr Oial 6 9 
1 The fear® an l jmmuip cares uf men fear not the ela-.li of 
arms nor pci ut- of & arts and nui gle boldl\ w ith groat kinp= anil 
potentates an 1 re pect not their purple an l glittering gold — 

I ICPFTIUS U- i~ 

Fevers quit a man no mtoipt because he is stretched on a 
cntnOi uf neli tapestry than ir he be in a coar=c blanket — Idrm 

3 Plutarch kpothegm art Menander 
* Hem ill <L art Vnti'ronos 
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best, and. if he be deformed or ill qualified from Ins birtL, 
the empire of the \miyerxe cannot set him to rights , 

“ I’nell e 

llnne rapmnf , qmdquid c ill <11 ent Inc, ro-a fint , ” 1 
what of all that if he lie a fool r oven pleasure and good 
fortune are not relished without neour and uuder-lauding 
“ H ws permde «unt nt illm* amron* <jiu ea pc'-idet 
Qm uti eeu, ei too ilh, qui non utitur reae, m dn • 

TYlitdetei the benefits of fortune are, tier ret riqmrr a 
{> date St to n hsh them ’T,<: fruMon and not possession, 
that rondeis. ns h*pp\ 

“ bon donuis et fumin' non n ri' accrvro, » t nun 
■iLcroto donum rleduxit corpoic ftbrCc, 

Non ammo f unR. t xlnt jHe.se -or 0|H>rt»t 
Qm coinportatm rolms toe co^itil nli 
QuiLUj.it ontmamt jm ut ilium sw .iojiui- ,mt 
Ut lippusi plots' tabul i , mmenln jioilijinni * 

He is n sot, hn taste isp died and Hat , lie no more enjoys 
ul.nt lie has than one that Ins a cold lOi-hes tWihionrof 
canary or than a horse is sensible of his nch lapanson 
Plato is in the nelit when lie tills us that hodth. Ivaulv, 
n gear, and n<li< « uni ill tlie other ilmurs , ailed goods, me 
eqinllj fyil to the unjust as good to the just and the eml 
<>n the cciatran the same And tht refire uheie the hods 
>nd the mmd are in disorder to vljjt U'O sorre lhe-t 
external Lonyemenics considering that the least pink 
with a pin, or the least piston of the -otil is snjhcicnt to 
dtpnvi one of the pleasure of being cede mouanli of the 
woild At the fiiet tv. its b of the gout it signifies much to 
lie called Su ml Tour ilnjestv, 

’ “ What thou _H ^trl- earn hnn t>fl thon-ili n herei erhe stejw, 
iheix 'prinj; up » m i’ — Pu-sk-s $*t n 5s 

“Thiugsin iu- hrs tbo uni nf their piK'. '.-or* , good u 
xell used ill lfnhu'M — - Tfi fa of Ihnrt t -i 
1 •' Ti' not laud' or heap <>S gold nrd 'il\« r ill it can hani-h 
f,M.r« {mm the bod a of the 'irk owner or raw-. from fu- mind 
flic )»"V- or must I*, sound and healths n lie wonid lia*i the 
t rue H ali=at ion o f hi' « ealtli Tohtmsihoi'inaitmi' or tiumron-, 
h- house and land arc ns a picture tonhUnitman or aionuntatioa 
to a gout a man — llor \c», fp , » 2, 47 
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T o l ct vigen to oonflata' totu. et aoro n 
do fa*- not f r et his palace and grandeurs it lie be 
nn rv an his Ik in" a prince beep him from looking red 
an! 1 o!-m pale and enndm ► hie teeth like a madman 
"N -V if he 1 e i man of parts and of right nature royallv 
adls rerv little to his b ippmess 

v, ent-i !>ene « la-ten pndi! tuque tins ml 
Divni'r f>f lernnt regales adilere luajus 

In. di ccrua li> nothing hut counterfeit and gnllerr Xav 
perhaps lie would be of King Selcncus opinion that he 
who knew th weight of a sceptre would not sloop to picl. 
i up if he «aw it Inn" before him =o great and painful 
art theduti® incumbent upon a good king 3 Assure Hr 
i can 1« no e.t v task to rule others when we find it 
*o bard a matter to govern ourselves and as to dominion 
that =<»ems *-0 charming the frailtv of human judgment 
and the diffictiltv of choice m things that are new and 
doubtful considered I am very much of opinion that it is 
far more easv and pleasant to follow Ilian to lead and 
that it is a great ^eltlement and satisfaction of mind to 
hat e only on- path to walk in and to have none to answer 
for bat a man s self 

1 1 sfinn nu»bo jsm «it pare re quiet m , 

<in ini revere yupeno res vellc * 

To which we inav add that *a rui" of Cvrus that no maa 
was fit to rul° but he who in hi' own worth was of greater 
value than tho e he was to govern but King Hiero in 
Xenophon '-avs further that in the fruition even of pleasure 
itself rhev are in a worse condition than private men 
forasmuch a= the oportumties and facility thev have of 
commanding those things at will takes off from the delight 
that orlinarv folks en]o> 


A. ira. n gold aud silver — TmuiLts a 2 “0 
I r vnnr Tomadi i totlnd v our Inn" 1 - and feet m good o dor 
need no regal riches to make von bajjiv — Hop vox E] 


Plutarch li a gv c e «ho«ll meddle will Affair oi State c. li 
Ti much better calmly to obey than wi h tortile. — Lutpl 
was v 1126 
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“ I’lnjiu 1 * tunor, nuiiumijm patens in 1 1 din. uohii 
Vcrtitni to, stmuwho duki-. utir.fi Mot" 1 

Can think that tht binging bnr& of the ebon tehe am 
great delight in mu*.** tlie sahptv rathei lenders it 
ftnublrsorne and tedious to them rmsti, balls, uinsijnt 
miles and Idlings dubghl sui]j >* Jx>t MiJr ser, 1 (Wit 
to «ee, them , Inithaung been tnojo* ntli at >-iu ken t whin- 
TOentg, the i<*lish of them euro* flat ami m<tijnrl Nor do 
Tfonin so lancli delight Unis' who irah^r cu* ruua' prMtuo 
of tlie spoil He who mil not t*i\e burned hi sun to la 
thirsta ran mwer hud the trap pleasure of di inking ran c« 
2iJ tufiJdmCf tr,Js v.t‘ t<ku«iiif to d*. \pr> tutors, hut t 
tv” nson'o <ml to tin 'O' l>r nli'iio fh'i in j^lonoul And 
that tins is no Vii. see th it pnu< i s> dual tbuuBoh souu - 
tune, ia liinguiBing their ijualrtv, while to do jioce ‘h.in> 
fives and to stoo]) to the pool and ordiu nj a \j of hung 
of the meanest ot then people 

" I’ll nauqiie (jrftt i mmu)nlu>i ices, 

Vnndtqiii pwM'Mii k ['«i|ieiwn 

fo.ni, sine nnlwia el o-tro, _ 
fjulhutani i\]da.nefp frnnlcni ’ " 

Not lung is so distasteful md clogging n->.i?iiin.hnu Whot 
appetite would not bi Waffled to see thici bundled women 
at its mrrci n- tlie grand signor has m his ,*u\'\\a And, 
of !u» uieMor”, wiwt fiummi or hum of spoit did he 
respi-ve to himself, who m'ei "out hawking without ae\eii 
thousand fidconeis 9 And busbies all Hus, I lanu th.it 
this luetic oi grandeur ormtfS with it no little distiu kmc* 
and uneasiness upon tlie injonimut of the most templing 
pleasures , tho gieat are too eonspK'iwus and li» too open to 
ci e rv ouc , a view Neither no X /mow to what euu a man 
should we-rp ipfjiun? nl thuD to umccrl then errors since 
what is oulj leiiuted rodiwuetiouin us, the people m them 
brmd with theiianie»ot tuuuni and contempt of the ki" s > 


’ ‘The neb ami snot ere often pleased uitli 'inct; and i 
plain supper in a poor eottnje, whir then v, neither tapestij 
nor beds rif pntj.Tu, I ms mute their mmoit fro. smooth 
HoMfl 20, U, winch li»s rfu i(i(.u., notjiralufliiiiw 
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and he si lea their prticlmt j to nee ire apt to hold that it 
is a be i b ten m2 of pleasure to them to insult over and to 
trample upon public ol serxanecs Plato indeed in Ins 
is defines a tyrant to be one who in a citr has 
licence to do "whatever ins own will le ids him to do and bx 
rrasi >n of this impunity the display and publication of their 
\ ices do ofttimes more mischief than the vice itself £rei> 
one feais to be pned into and overlooked but pnncea ate 
So even to their very gestures looks and thoughts the 
people conceiving they have right and title to be judges of 
them besides that the blemishes of the great naturally 
appei” greater by reason of the eminence and lustre of the 
I nee whore thex are seated and that a mole or a wart, 
appears greater in them than a wide gash iti others And 
this is the reason whv the poets feign the amours of Jupiter 
(o be performed in the disguises of so many borrowed 
shapes and that in ongst the many amorous practices they 
lay to his charge there is only one as I remember where 
he appears in hie own majesty and grandeur 

Hut let us return to ifiero who further complains of the 
in conveniences be found in bis royalty in that he could not 
look abroad and travel the world at liberty being isii were 
a prisoner in the bounds and hunts of his own dominion 
and that in all Ins actions be was evermore surrounded 
with an importunate crowd And in trniii to see our bn"s 
sit all alone at table environed with so many people prating 
about them and so many strangers staring upon them as 
they alxvavs are I have often been moved rather to pity 
than to envy their condition lung Alfonso was wont to 
sav that m this asses were in a better condition than 
longs their makers permitting them to feed at tbevr own 
ease and pleasure a favour that kings cannot obtain of their 
servants And it has never come into mv fancy that it 
< ould be of mi) great benefit to the life of a mau of sense 
to have twentx people prating about him when he is 
at stool, or that the services of a man of ten thousand 
livres a year or that has taken Ornate or d efended Siena 
should be either more commodious or more acceptable to 
him than tbo*e of a good gico® of the chamber vho 
unlei stands his place The adxantages of 'overeignty are 
m a manner but imaginary every degree of fortune hisiii 
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it some image of i-rmcumlitv Cu'ir falls .l! 1 f b<. lords of 
Fr.v.n«e having fiet trjnclii«t wiflim then own demesnes 
roiklets or petty Lings, and m truth the name of '■in' 
oieepted, flws s? n preif-v fir toward 1 ! kingship for do but 
lock into the pioni’O't n?iroipf<vii> umri, ns Hrittnny , fm 
cvuujilf take notice of the tram, tho rascals th* ofhm 1 ! 
the eroptovnients, spivjco ceremony. and state ot i lonlwhn 
liws retiird from court in his own hou»e, ivmongst In's own 
tenants and sen rate, and observe with i1, the ifjfjLC uf hi' 
lirngimtuin, tin rc is nothing more ro'.il , be hnr.. talk ©J 
Ins mister (mo a. rear, is of a Lint* ot Pots i, without 
tiling wit further recognition *>t Inin, than In «wni 
reiuote hndrrd Ins secKtin Itejxt in some tnu ti reemd 
At«J, to sp. iL the truth, oni laws .ire Gisv enough, so ow 
tint a gintliinan of Franco suine fuJ« the weight of 
scvercignti pinch his shoulders alien e twice m Ins life 
Real and ettettuil subjection ouh iQiKeijis such amongst 
us as rolvuua.nlv tin nst tour cm k' under tin. toU m<l 
who (les'eu to <n t iredt) 1 .>iid hint* v* )>t snJh we nees foi 
a nnn tint luv»« Ills own ineside Hid i iu gov> rn hishivu'i 
without tailing by the ."im with Ins might oumm engaging 
IB suits n£ hw is is tree is v duke oi Venice “Piuoos 
<wnifnn phuea -emtuteoi teneot 
But that wf«n h Fmro i« mesr Lujicpnn'd ,it it, that he 
finds lnmsi.lt 'tripp-d of ill f-n nd 'hip, deprived of all 
mutual souetv « heroin the true and mu-t perfect fruition 
of human lib consists For wimt usatnom or afferuou 
Mid goodwill c.ui I e\tm:t from Ihm that oire> rue, abctl a 
he will or no, all thvfc he is able to do t Ciu I form HUT 
assurance of his real lespeut to me, fiuiu his humble tv at 
of Speaking and sulvrni* c ive behaviour when thfse an 
oerpinouics it is not m lus thoiee fo d**nv? The honour vh 
r'ceiie fron’ tbrn*' Dwt fear u° f >s not honour, those 
iespp(ts are paid to loyaltr and not to me 
“ Mr' maim tain n »m Icntim e«t. 

Quint Nh itaumii i ojatur popuiu- sui 
Qnnm It ire, tnm Irani if" 

i “ ScV'atlide enchains few, bill niani entluim them eh es to 


semeuib ’ — SiMfi i-p . -- 

• ’Tit t'e tb achh of hugs, that th*ir '.nhjci/N rip 
hottnil whatever tlio> elj or do, aofc nnlv to submit but alio to 
(ivM-t, it ' — f.iGiu, Tfnjc\w u J, /» 
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T> • I mt tha th e 'ntied and tb« good hang hp th* is 
ha*-d ,ml be that is UJored have. the one a unuh 
r -ren f j<uJ him a< the o her 3fv predecessor was 
an lmv n r hall b«* erred nth the -ame ceremonv 
tL 1 Lat» Ii iav sabje t> do me no harm tis no evidence 
«nv „ xkI afiet ion rhv should I look upon it as «um 
ita i i B t m bar purer o do if if iho would No 
on" foil r* m.- or ol i-r, mv command 11 cj on the a*" count 
E anv fneud=hir he twist him and me there can L" no 
c ntra/nno • f frwaJJup where there is =o little relation 
an 1 r. rr<s]*«ndenr/* m jwn hei ht has put me out r t th" 
fatntliantv of an 1 intelligence with men there is too "Teat 
di" 7 izniT ?eJ ‘hsj^oi oTtmo be'mst as Thev follow me 
eith r upon th" account of deipncv or custom or rather 
mi f nun than me to mcrea - their own Ail tli<rc ear 
« me w d for mt i tut outward paint appoaram e their 
iih-rtr Urn rn all parts restrained br the great j ower an 1 
rtithonn I hare over them I ««.e notbiuc about, me !>u 
wh,. is fas t^olle.1 an.l lis_in ed 

The Emperor Tnli2n hem* one Jar applauded 1 v hi 
courier for Iu« exact. justice I should b* prou J of t! e 

j nn es said hf lid tbev tome from yr on that dur- 
onflnnn or lt3tppn*ve the contain in ca e I di'Aild do 
it nil! the r at airanta cs of ] rrocos arc common to 

hem with m n o meaner condition t ti= for the _.od to 
mo mt winded hor-e« anJ Iced upon amhro<ua> tl o ha'C 
11 o litr '•1 *T) nor tier appetite than we the «t»J tie 
ami Jmm» Iv— -n ha! is of no 1-ctW t mp-r than tlntwc 
a! u 1 - therr ct>-vd nr-ith®rd<£ ud th ro frum th ram 
nor the ■*un 

Tl mdet an who wore a rom o frattioat md re ixr d 
rosined i or tire o th* f 1 citv of a pmab-W and 
ire t m" aft x tie nece iti 'l pull r fi « r <|innn 
that he Uould nn sum his cl arpe he m 3 aus« r * 

1 who oatno to e art 1 m to it lou wo i / J nut otf r 

1 h t p^reoadc roc t th ha 1 vo i * i t th fi 

rlcrct h tr I have jlmf *1 n mrcrcbsrl nl tl« 
*avxn luns I faw we n ror -arl r * 
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In Anacliarsis’ opinion the happiest state of gora nraenfc 
would be wliere, all other things being equal, piecedency 
should be measured out bj the virtues, and repulses by the 
vices of men 1 * * 4 

"When King Pirrhus prepared for his expedition into 
It ah, his wise counsellor Cj'neaE, to male him sensible of 
the vanity of his ambition “"Well, sir,” said he, " to what 
eud do vou make all this mighty preparation 9 ’’ “To 
lnaho mjself master of Itnlj replied the Ling “And 
what after that is done 9 ” said Cjoic is ‘ I will puss over 
into Gaul and Sp im ’ said the other Ana what then ' ’ 
“ I will theu go to subdue Atnca , uid la-tly, whm I have 
brought the whole world to mj subp ctiou I will =ut down 
and icst content at mj own ease ” "For God sake, sir,” 
leplied Cj uens, “ tell me wh,it lundeis that you nuy not, if 
you plcnst, lie now m the condition )ou speak of 9 Whj 
do you not now at tb'8 instant, settle yoriaelf i° the state 
> on stem to aim at, and spare all the labour and hazard 
jou interpose •'”* 

11 N’ltmriini, quin non hene norat, qua* ewet imtiench 
hmi=, et omnmo quoad crc-cnt \<rn xolnptas ”* 

I uill conclude with an old veisicle, that I tlnnk \er> apt 
to the purpose “ Molts cuique aui fingunt fortimam 


CHAPTER XLIII 


OF STJaiFTU tr Y LAWS 


Tuf wav hr winch our laws attempt to regulate idle and 
vim expenses in me it aDd clothes, seems to b> quite con- 


1 Mat i’rli, lJarquet of f'a J^men ^ages, c J3 

- Idem, Pyrrlm- < 7 , , . , 

s “ Trulj 1 m>cmih> tliex do not know wlmt is the proper limit of 
nttjuwtum, and how for nil pleasure extend-- — LeCEUrilS x 
1J,»J TJ e text )»th '/‘tin tun it 

4 *'l nrj lunn frames hia own lortnnc — Coi \ FLICs lx Laos, 
LiJcvJ Atticm, c u 
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trair to the end destined The true wav would be to 
hf_pt m men a <*ontmpt of oiks and cold as vam two 
1 u and TK*Je«« whereas we augment to them the 
h nonr- and enhance the value of sm.li things which 
lire is a Terr improper wav to ornate a disgust For to 
• nact that none but princes shall eat turbot shall wear 
vi Iret or gold hue and mtcrdictthesc things to the people 
what is it but to bring them into a greater c3teem and to 
set even one more acov to eal and wear them ' Let knurs 
Irate off these ensigns of arandenr ther hate other 
enwiah besides tbo e excesses. are more excusable in tot 
other than a prince We mar learn by the example of 
several nation, better wavs of cstenor distinction of quibli 
(whwb trulv I conceive to be verv requisite m a state) 
oil ouch without to.tenng to this purpose mult corruption 
*md manifest inconvenience Tis strange bow suddenly 
and with how mm h ome eactom m the o indifferent thine 
estabhsbc- itself and heroines authority We bad ^rce 
worn cloth -i tcst in compliance with the court for tt jC 
inournmc of Hemr TL but that 'll La were alreadv crown 
in o such contempt with every one that a man. so clad 
was pre-eutlv concluded a citizen nils were divided 
betwixt the physicians and surgeons and though all other 
people almost went in tb" «ame habit there was notwith 
stanling m >,nc tlung cn other sufficient distinction of the 
'S' era! com Litmus of men How sudden!) do greasr 
chamois and bnen duublets become the fashion m our 
nnine whilst all neatness and nehne« of habit fall into 
contempt Let kings but lend the dame md bo- on 10 
leave og rhis expense and in a month the business will 1>" 
done throughout the hnedoio without edict or ordinance 
u c shall ell follow It should be rather proclaimed on the 
conharr that no one should wear scarlet or goldsmiths 
work but courtezans and tumblem 
Zeleucus with the like invention reclaimed the i onapted 
manners of the I>ocnnns 1 TTis lows were that bo free 
woman =honl I 1m allowed anr more than one maid t® 
follow her unIo~* she wa= drunk nor was to stir oat o* 
the atv br night wear jewels of gold about her or go w 
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an embroidered robe, unless she was a professed and public 
piustituta that bravos ewepted, no man was to wo ir a 
Rolil nag nor be seen in one of tho'-e effeminate lobes 
woren m tlie Citv of ^Iiletum By which mfnm 011= exrep* 
tions, be discreetly diverted bis citizens liom superfluities 
and pernicious pleauires, and it was a project of (peat 
nfJih to attract men by hen oat and ambition to (heir 
duty and obedience 

Onr Un as can do wlnt they please in sutli external 
reformations, their own inclination stands ra this case for 
1 hw '* qnicquid prrotipes faciunt, pr.-eciperc udentnr 
"Whites er is done at court pastes tor a rule through the 
the lest of Prana. Let the courtiers fall out with these 
abominable breeches, tint diecoier so mm h of those parts, 
should lwtoncei led, the«e ureat bellied doubles thitmike 
us look like I know not what, nyd aic so unfit to admit of 
arms, these long effeminate locks of hair this toohah 
custom of hr* nig what we present to oni equals and 0111 
hnnds m saluting them a cemimui in former times only 
duo to princes Let them not pcimit that a gentleman 
shill appear m place of re -poet without Ins sword, un- 
buttoned and untTORsed, as though he came from the 
house of office , and that contrary to the custom of our 
toiofatliers aud the particular privilege of tin nobles of 
tins kingdom, we stand a long nine bar,, to tlwm in what 
place soc\or, and the ,jw *0 r hunched others so ni»uj 
tiercolets and quartclets of kings wi limit got nowadays 
and also other the like innovation'; md dtgem rate customs 
tlicy mil see them all piesentlv vanish and cued down 
Tliese are, ’tis true, hut superficial errors , but thev me of 
ill augurv and enough to inform us that the whole faint, 
is cri7! and tottering when we see the roughcast of our 
walls to cleave and split. 

Plato m Ins Tjiws- esteems nothing of more pestiferous 
cnnsequenc e to his cih than to give young men tin liberty 
of introducing m\ chnDge m their habits ge&tuies, dances 
songs and exeicises, from one form to mot her , shifting 
from tins to that, hunting after novelties, and applauding 
the in% enters , In winch me ins mauneis are corrupted and 
1 “ Wat pnarrstlicm'-ebcs do, they seem to enjoin in others. 

— QuliTia Viilam , 3 - Book ra 
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{lie old institutions come to 1* nauseated and deapi ed 
In all thin" =3X10" onlr is tho=e that are evil o change 
is to Iv feared eren the change of i»2 ons winds mnds 
and hnmouis And no laws ate in their ■‘rue credit but 
sm h to which God has given w loner a. contmnanre that no 
one knows their hegmuuuf or that there ever iv is anr 
othir 


GH.4PTBP JETT 
or suer 

Peasov directs that we should always go the ‘'-ame war 
hut not alwavs at the 'nine pace And consequent Jr 
thonizh a wr«e man ou"ht not so much to giro the icin to 
human passions a*, to let him deviate from the right path 
lie mar notwithstanding without prejudice to his duty 
leave it to them to hasten ot to slacken his sp ed and not 
fir him^alf like a motionless and insensible Colossi 
Could virtue it elf put on flesh and blood I liehoTe the 
pulse would heat faster going on to an assault than in 
goiu" l<> dmnrr that 1“ lo vai there is a uecessitr «h fi 
should heat aud be mored upon this amount I hare 
taken notice as of an estraoidman thing of some great 
men who in the highest enterprises aud molt important 
affaire hare kept them =elyes m sosettltd and serene a calm 
a no ai all to break then s leep Alexander the Great 
on the d v a'srmifd for that furious battle betwist 1 im 
and Danus =lep ‘-o profoundly and so lone m the mormoir 
that Parmenio wa« foned to enter lus chamber and 
comm to ln= bedside to call Imu «ereral times bv lus 
same the time to go to E^ht compelling him ^o to do 
The Emperor Otho baying put on a resolution to loll him 
«elf that night after banner settled his domestic affair 
divided his muD wauiungst his servants -aid =et a good 
cdse upon a swotcJ he had made choice of for the purpose 
and nor starin" only io be sahstied whethei all his friends 
bad retired m safety he fell mto so sound a sleep that the 
aentlciaeu of lu= chandler heard him snore The death of 
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tin® emperor has m it circumstances paralleling that of 
tlie great C.ito, and particularly this just related for Cato 
being readr to despatch him6elf, whilst he only staved Ins 
hand, m expectation of the return of a messenger he had 
sent to brnitr him news whether the sen, iters he 1 id seat 
away were put out fiom the port of Utica, lie fell into so 
sound a sleep, that they heard him snore m the next room , 
and the man whom he had scut to tht port, having 
awakened him to let him know that the tempestuous 
weather had lundeied the senafois from putting to sea, lie 
despatched aw it mother messenger, and composing again 
himself in the lied, settled to si, op.and slept till 1>\ theretum 
of the last messenger lie had certain intelligence tlvu were 
gone 1 TVe nmv here f urthei comp ire him wit h Alevander 
in the gieat and dangerous storm that threatened him hr 
the sedition of the tnliune Jlctellus who, nttemptmg to 
publish a decree for the calling in of Pompec with his 
nrim into the citi, at the time of Cnhlme’s couspiracv, 
was null and that stoutly oppused In Cato, so that vpit 
simp language and bitter meuaces p.is«pd betwixt them m 
the senate nhout that affan . but it was the neat rlnv, in 
the forenoon that the control ersy was to be decided , 
where Mctellus, l»»sides the favour of the people, and of 
Caisnr — at that time of Pompei’s faction — was to appear 
accompanied with a rabble ot slaves and gladiators , and 
Cuto only fortified with Ins own courage and const mey, bo 
that his relations, domestics and mam virtuous people of 
his fi lends wue m great apprehensions for him , and to 
that degioe that some there were who passed on r the 
whole night without sleep eating, or drinking for the 
clanger they saw Jmn running into, his wife aud tasters 
did nothing but w cep nud torment themselves ui Ins house , 
wheieas he on the contrary, comforted even one and after 
having supp<“d after his usual mauner, went to bed, and 
slept profoundly till morniug, when ouc of Ins fellow- 
tnbunes roused him to go to the encounter The know- 
ledge we have of the greatness of this man’s coinage liy 
the lest of has lift* mav warrant ns < ertamlv to judge that 
Ius indifference proceeded from a soul so much elevated 


1 rintardi, Life of Cato uf Utica, c. 30 
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nltove soi !i accidents, that he disdained fo ?el it take any 
more hold of his fane; than anr ordinary incident;. 

In tho naval engagement tliat Augustus won of Sextus 
PoaijH iu* in Siuly, just as tliey were to begin the fight, 
lie was so fast asleep that lus friends were compelled to 
wake him to give tlie signal of battle and this was it that 
pave Jfark Antony afterwards occasion to reproach him 
that he had not Ihe coinage so much as with open ciei to 
Ijoholtl the order of his own squadrons, and not to liave 
dared to present him -elf before flia soldiers, till first 
Agnppj had iwouplit him news of the vittorv obtained 
But as to the vaunt; Marins, who dirl mur.li worse (for the 
day of his lust battle against Sylla. after he had marshalled 
his ami and given the word and signal of halile, he laid 
him down under the shade of a tree to repose himself, and 
fell so fast asleep tliat the rout and flight of his men could 
hardlv wakun him, he having seen nothing of the fight), he 
is said to 1 u\p been at that time so extremely spent and 
wom fmt. with labour and want of sleep, that nature coaid 
hold out no longer Now, upon what lias been said, the 
physicians may determine wlicthei sleep he so necessary 
that Our lives depend upon it for wc read that King 
Perseus of Macedon, being prisoner at Home was hilled by 
tang kept from sleep , but Phm instances such as have 
lived long without sleep Herodotus speaks of nations 
where the men sleep and wake hr half-years And thei 
who write the life of the sage Epimemdes, affirm that he 
"lept Beven -and -fifty years together 


CHAPTER XET 

OF THE BATTT.F Oh' DFEUX 

Out. battle of Drcux 1 is remarkable for several extra- 
ordinary incidents , but such as have no great kindness 

1 December 10, H62, m which the Catlyilies under the command 
of tlie Due dc Guise and the ConsUi.l»te Qe Jlontroorrncv , defeated 
the Protestants commanded by the Pnncede Condo. See Stsmomii, 
Efist dcs Frsnqais, vol won p til 
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fm M de Guise nor much favour Ins leputatiou, ire -willing 
to hare hnn thought to blame, and that his mal mg a halt 
and delaying time with the forces he commanded, whilst 
thr Constable, who was general of the army, was racked 
through and through with the enemy’s artillery, hi& 
battalion lovited/and himself taken prisoner, is not to he 
excused , and that he had much better have urn the hazard 
of charging the enemy m flank, t ban staving fm tne advan- 
tage of falling in upon the rear, to sutler so great and so 
important a loss But, besides what the event demon- 
strated, he who will consider it without passion or pre- 
judice will easily l>e induced to confess that the aim and 
design not of & captain only, hut of even pi irate soldier, 
ought to legard the vwtnry in general, aud that uo parti- 
cular octurrenres, how neaily soever they mnv concern his. 
own interest, should divert him lrom that pursuit Plnlo- 
penmen, 1 ni an encounter with lUhchimdns, having sent 
liefoie a good stiong pirty of Ins archers and plmgert. to 
begin the skirimsb and these being routed and both pui- 
«ued by the Cnemv , who, pushing ou the fortune of their 
aims and in that pursuit passing t*v the battalion where 
Philopcemen was though Ins soldiers were impatient to 
fall ou, he did not think fit to stir from Ins post nor to 
jure sent himself to the tnemv to lelicve lnsmr-n, hut having 
snffeied these to he ih.i&cd and <ut in pieces before his 
f ice, charged -u uj>on rbt enemy’s font wIipu In. saw them 
left unprotected by the horse, and notwithstanding that 
thev were La'-tdeuioniius, vet tikmg them in the nick, 
when thinking themselves s< cure of the victory they began 
to disonlei tlioir ranks, he did tins business vvitn great 
iaeihh, aud then put himself in pursuit of Maiumidas 
Winch case is i cry like that of Monsiem de Guise 

In tliatblooih b ittle betwixt Agesibuis aud the Bceotuns 
which Xenophon, who was present at it nportsto be the 
sharpest that he bad ever seen, Agesilaus waived the ad- 
v antage that fortune presented him, to let the Bceoti ui 
battalions pass b\ and then to charge them in the rear 
liovv lortam soever he irught make luuiself of the net on, 
judging it would rather be an effect of conduct than 

1 Plutvnli in Mtn, c. 0 
Quoted In Plutarch, Life of VgcMhus 
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-alour to proceed that mv and therefore to show bis 
prowe » rattier din«c mill a marvellous ardour of courage 
to tharte them m the front, but be was well beaten and 
-'ell 1 ounded ior lus pirns and constrained at last to 
dt'euaa^e bim'elf and to take tbe tour e be bad at firt 
n-^l - ted opt mug his battalion to give wav to Shis torrent 
ot Jhxotiau* and tliev being pa^ed bv, taking notice that 
ther marched in disorder, like men who thought them 
"hcs cot «•£ danger, be pursued and charged them m 
Sink ret could not so prevail as to bnn< it to so general 
a rout 1 at that tbev leisurely retreated still facing about 
upon him tti! they had retired to c afety 


CHAPTER XLT1 
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"W ffax vanetv of herb* «oever ere -hutted together in the 
di=h vet the whole ma s is swallowed up under one name 
of a =allet In like mannei under the consideration of 
rumps I will make a hodge podge of diren. ortides 
Evprr natron ha . certain names that T know not whv 
arc taken m no good -en<e srs vnth us John William 
Benedict- In the genealo"T of prince al o there c eein 
to be certain uames fatalli affected a- the Ptolemies of 
Egrp‘ the Henries in Eo-buid the Chaile es m Fi-ance 
the Baldwins in Flanders and tile W illiain' of our am lent 
Aquitaine from whence trs raid the name of Guvenne 
has i s derivation,' which would =eero far fetched were 
there not as crude derivations in Plato himself 
Item t.i> a frivol on- thing in itself but neverthrless 
worthy to be recorded for the strangeness nf it that i» 
written bv an cveivitae that Henry Duke of bionuandv 
son of Hewn IL tin- of England raaKm- a great fei't 
in France the contour'd of nobility and gentrv were c o 

1 \nmt-ma, t e old designation oi the countrv— L k<£in awe 
f< lonieim- La Goi&iuw. 
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great, that being, for sports’ sake, divided into t loops, 
accoidmg to their name* m the first troop, winch consisted 
of "Williams, theie were found an hundred and ten. knights 
sitting at the table of that name, without reckoning the 
oidmary gentlemen and servants 
It is as pleasant to distinguish fire tables by the names 
ol the guests, as it was m the EmpeiorGeta, to distinguish 
the sei oral couises of Ins inrat by the fir«t letters ot tin 
meats tliemsehes , so that those that liegan with B, weie 
served up together, as brawn, beef, bieara, bustards, beeco- 
ficos , and so o£ the otheis Item there is a saying, that 
it is a good tluug to have a good name, tint is to say, 
credit and a good impute but, besides this, it is really 
com ouient to have a well -sounding name such as is easy 
of pronunciation and easy to be remembered, by lenson 
that Lmgs and other great persons do by that roems the 
more easily know and the nio.o hardly foiget us, tiud 
indeed, of our own swvauts we more frequently call and 
employ those whose names me most icadi upon the tongue 
I mvself have soon Henry II . when he cuuld not for Ins 
lienit hit of a gentleman's name of our country of Gascon v, 
and moieoier, was fam to call one of the queen’s nmds of 
hououi, by the geneial name of her race, hei own family 
name being so difficult to pi enounce 01 remember And 
Soorates thinks it worthy a father’s care to give hne names 
to Ins children 

Item, 'tis said, tli it the foundation of Notre Dame la 
Oiaude, nt Poitiers, took its ormana! from hence that a 
debauched young fellow formerly living in that place, 
baring got to )mn a wench, ami, nt her fird non) mg in, 
asking her name, and belu? auswered that it was Mary, he 
felt himself so suddenly darted through with the awe of 
religion and the remreuec to that sawed name of the 
"Blessed Yirgm, that he not only immediate ly sent the girl 
away, but became a reformed man aud so continued the 
remainder of Ins life, and that in consideration of this 
miracle, there was erected upon the place where this vouug 
man’s house stood, first a chapel dedicated to our Lady 
nail afteiwaids the church that we now see standing there 
This vocal and auricular reproof wrought upon the con- 
science, and that right into the soul , flus that follows. 
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insinuated itself merely by the senses Pythagoras being 
in couipmv with some wild \oung felloes, md perceiving 
that, In ited with the feist, the) complotted to go violate 
an honest house, commanded the singing wench to alter 
her nunton ans , and hv a solemn, giavo, md spondaic 
music, gently enchanted and laid asleep then ardour 1 

Item, will not posterity say that om modern reformation 
has been wondoi fully debate and evict, ra having nut. 
only combatted errors and vices, and filled the world with 
devotion, humility, oliedience, j'eace, and all sorts of virtue, 
hut in having proceeded bo far as to quarrel with oitr 
ancient baptismal names' of Charles, Lotus, Francis to fill 
the world with Methmclnlis, Erekicls, and Jlakclus, names 
of a more spiritual sound 5 A gentleman, a ueighhoiu ot 
anno, a great admucr of antiquity, and who was alwnvs 
extolling the excellences of funner times in comparison with 
this present age of ours, did not, amongst the rest, forget 
to dwell upon the loftv and magnificent sound of tho 
gentlemen’s names of those days, Don Gnunedan, Que- 
dregan, Agenlan, which but to heai named he coDcened 
to denote otbei land of men than Pierre, Guillot, and 
Miclicl 

Item, I am mightily pleased with Jacques Amvot foi 
leaving, throughout a whole French oration, the Latin 
names entire, without varying and garbling them to give 
them a French cadence It seemed a httle harsh and 
rough at first, hut alreadv custom, by the authority ol his 
Plutarch, has overcome that novelty I have often wished 
that such as write histones in Latin would leave our names 
as they find them and as they are , for in m iking Vaudc- 
wont into Vsllemcmtaniis, and metamorphosing names to 
make them Biut better with the Greek or Latin, wc know 
not where vve are, and with the persons of the ruen lose 
the benefit of the story 

To conclude ’tie n scurry custom and of very ill conse- 
quence that vve have in our kingdom of France to call 
even onft by the. name of his nia.001 or sngneury , tis 
the tiring in the world that the most prejudices and con 
founds families and descents A younger brothei of a 


J Scvtuv Empiricus, Advers Mathero bookvi 
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good family, Laving a manor left Iran hr Ins father, bv the 
name of which he has been known and honoured, cannot 
liandsoiaelv leave it, ten years after liib decease it falls 
into the hands of a stranger, who does the same do hut 
judge whereabouts we shall be concerning the knowledge 
ot these men We need look no further for examples than 
our own ro\al family, where every partition creites u non 
surname, whilst, m the meantime, the original of the fiiimh 
is totally lost Tliere i' so great libertv taken in these 
mutations, that I have not m tm tune seen any one ldvauced 
lw fortune to nnv extraordinary condition who has not 
presently hud gmedogieui title-, added t-> him, new and 
unknown to lus father and who has not been inoculated 
into eonio illustrious. stem In good-luck , and the obscurest 
families aie the most apt for falsification How ninny 
gentlemen have we m Franco who l>v their own account are 
of rovnl extraction' more, I tlimh, than who will confers 
the\ are not Was it not i pleasant p usage of a fnend of 
mine'' There were several gentlemeu asseiubled together 
.limit the dispute of one seigneur with another, which 
other had, in truth some pre-eminence of titles and alhnnccs 
above theordinirv gertrv U]k>u the debate of this pre- 
rogative, even ouc to make himself equil to him, alleged 
this one extraction tbit another, this the near re'cnillance 
of name, that, of arm* , another nu old worm eaten p it cut , 
the very least of them was great-graudcbild to some foreign 
king Whin tlio\ c-tme to sit dov.u to dinner, my friend 
instead of taking bis place amongst them retiring with 
most profound longi's outre ited the conipim to excuse 
lum for having hitherto lived with them at the ratio rate 
of • cei>ipinn»i , J>nt Kuug now lvctar informed of tbur 
cjnalitv he would begin t<> pav th* m the respect due to 
their birth and grandeur ami that it would ill beemm him 
to sit down among so many princes, ending this farce 
with a tlnuiNind reproaches ‘L>i us in ItcxTs Lime 
satisfy ours-lws with wlwt our fithers were contented 
with,* with what w*< ore We are greet enough, if we 
riglttlv understand how to maintain it Let u« not disown 
the fortune awl condition of our amosfor- ami let «s In 
aside thf sc. ruhculou- pretences that can ticur l>e wanting 
to anv one tint hv> the impudence to allege th-'m 
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Arms have no more teetmfcv than sirnames I hear 
azure powdered with trefoils or. with a lion s piw of the 
Kami anned gules m fes'e "What privilege has this to 
continue particularlv in mj house' A son in law mil 
transport it into another family or some p iltry purchaser 
will make them his fir=t anus There is nothing n herein 
there is more change and confusion 

But this consideration leads me perforce into another 
subject Let us pry a little narrow ly into and in God s 
name examine upon whit, found ltion no erect this glory 
and reputation for which the world is turned topsy turn 
wherein do we place this renown that w e hunt after with 
«0 much pains <* It is ru the end, Peter or William that 
•Carnes it, takes xt into Ins possesion and whom it only 
comems 0 what a valiant faculty is hope that m a 
mortal subject and in a moment makes nothing of usurp- 
ing infinity lmmeusit.v eternity and of supplying its 
masters indigence at itb pleasure with all things he can 
imagine or de'-ire 1 * Suture has given us this pas«ion for a, 
pretty toy to plar withal And this refer or William 
wh it is it hut a sound when all is done oi three or four 
dashes with a pen so easy to be varied that I would fain 
know to whom is to be attributed the glory of so mam 
victories, to Gucsquin to Glesqum or to Gneuqwn *' and 
yet there would he something of greater moment in tie 
case than m Lucian that Sigma should serve Tau with a 
process, for 

Non Jevia aut tudicra pctnntnr 
Premia 3 * 

the chase is there m vcr\ good earnest the question is 
winch of these letters is to he rewarded for so many sieges 
battles wounds imprisonments and services done to the 
crown of France l»j this famous constable 5 
Nicholas Denisot 1 ! never concerned himself further than 

1 The actual name is as in Froissart Du Gne'clm though the 

old nter-, ' inontli cal] him Guetqwn Du t.neelm DuGnjnqmn 
Du troe^niun Gucsmnaun GneFctanns Guesquinaf- &c 

T ud ( rment of the t o i el 

’ fliej aim afc no flight or tnnal re* aids — JEt ad v 1 76 1 

* fainter and poet burn at Man* 1 jI5 
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thu letters of his name, of which he has filtered the whole 
contexture to build, up bv anagram tlie Count d’Alsmnia, 
whom he has handsomely endowed with tlic glory of his 
poctiy and painting The hif.tuii.in Suetonius' was sahs- 
±t*d with only the meaning of his name, winch made him 
cfishiei his fithei’s snmme, Lems, to leave Tranqiiillns 
suceessoi to the reputation of hie writings Who would 
believe that Captain Bat aid* should bate no honour but 
what he domes fiom the deeds of Tetei Terrill , and that 
Antonio Isailm’ should suffei hnnstlf to his face to be 
robbed ot the honour of so 111.1113 navigations ami commands 
at 6ea and laud b\ Captain Paulin and the Baron de la 
Guide' 5 Seoondh, these an. dashes of the pen common to 
a thousand people How mam ait tlieie, in evei} fnmih, 
of the same name and siinamt r and how niuy nioie 111 
•seieral families, ages, and countries 5 History tells us ot 
three of the name of Socrates, of file Plato*, of eight 
Amtotles. of seven Xtnojihcms of twcnt.i I), metmis^s, 
and ot twenti Theodoies, and how mnui more blit was 
not acquainted wath we m.iv imagine Who hiudeis iny 
crooni from t tiling himself Poui]>ey the Great 5 But after 
all ivltut i irtiie, w hat authority, 01 what secret springs aie 
til eie that. fi\ upon m\ deceased groom, 01 the nthei 
Porapey, who had Ins he id cut off in Egipt this glorious 
lcuowai, mid these so much hououied flourishes of the pen 
5.0 us to be of an} adi outage to thrm > 

•' Id ctncrciu ct inane* credis curare *ejmlto- 1 
What sense have the two companions in greatest esteem 

1 LifeufOtlio e 10 
a Pierre ilu Turul, Clici idler lie Hninril 
5 Antonin Im. din cslled Pnulin, from tlic nlicc of hi* hirtli, a 
town >it llie Mtnj.coi-, nwl who 1 - . idled m T>c Hum’* Hi*t»r\, 
Antonin* F*ca)jmi» Ad In i»arn* nnd oftener Atl unaruA, Fobim.* 
Giula, He took tht nniue of De la C.anle from 1 cor|n.rol of thu 
nmm who pa*M«g one 1 K 1 through 1’aulin walk n cmiipim ot 
foot soldier*, took a fancy to liini and mmsd him off w itli linn to 
make him Ills l*t>i Re distiiii'nidied lumsplf hi In* wit inhmr 
and conduct in the sec eral cmplnj mint* winch lie hid, a* general 
of thpgnllei*, nmbi-*ntlor to the Porte and to England He h * 
eiilo^ititn 111 lira nt. tuie* Memoir* ot llln*trnm* Men . 

t Do j <m btliexe tin. dead r» r aul *uch thing* ' '—.Eund, it M 
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amongst men, Epaminondas, of tins fine terse that has 
been <o many age 1 * current in his praise 

1 toimlm no*ttis laus est attntaLaeoimiu 1 
or Afnranus, of tins other, 

\ sole ivoicnte, «npr\ M i otr- Paluiles 
Kcian fe-t qrn fv'ti , » me equip inre queat ’ 8 

Sumwirs indeed ticUe themselves with these fine phrases, 
and hi them incited to ]«aloust and desire, mconsideratclv 
ami aoording to tbeir own faner, attribute to the dead 
this thur own feeling Tainlr flattering themselves that 
thor shall one dax in turn be capable of the same character 
Howetor, * 

1 Ad h:r< 

Romanos Gttiiosqni' et Barbaras lndnperator 
> Ereut , cTMisnadu'cnniijunatqne labors 

lode Inbuit tnnto major tanir »ifi« e«t qmm 
1 irtolL- * 


CHAPTEE XLTH 


OF THE C'.CEErAIMrr OF OLE JFDGJSEVT 

W eli. saTs this verse — 

E - ew» ci ~oVir i opi> i a [ifyz cm tvCa.* 

1 “The „ 1 oit of the ’?partin« is extro flushed bv my conn_--eL * — 
Ciceeo lust. Quax V 17 

* ‘From where the s-annst' over the Pains V-rotis to where it 
'ets, there is no one xcLo-e nets can compare \> ith mine — Idem 
ibid. 

3 “ For Llie-e th" Roman, the Gieeh the JDarbanan commander 
hath aron cd him= c lf hath nndereone dauber ond toil so moeh 
areateT i, the thirst foriamethan the thirst for virtue — .lu ftvcl. 
v 187 

* “There 1-. ei emvherc enongh liberty of argnin'r both for «nil 

on both sulw — Jltad, xx. 249 
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For nnmpk — 

“Vince AnrnM’, e non «»pj« usar i>oi 

Ben In ittono van mtnriu " 1 

Swi «■{ would iiuprore tbr» argument, and condemn the 
oversight of our lead* is in not pushing borut the uetcry at 
Mouamtour, or atuv'e the King of Spam of not knowing 
Lou to mate his host use of thr idvnntige lie boil against 
us at St Quentin,' mni conclude these evt ersights to pro- 
oeed finm a soul alreidi ilmnL with sucres 5 or from i 
spirit 17111611 being full aud 01 ergot geil with tlus lieL'Uinins; 
of good fortune Jiid 2j't tLe appetite of add i in. to it 
alrealv haying « uoueb to Jo to digest wlw.t it bat iahui 
m he lias his anus fall, and an embrsne no more un- 
wortln of tin benefit fortune has corf on ed upon him aud 
the mlv intage she had put into his h mds for r lint utility 
docs lie reap from it, if imtwitlistnrJiug, be give las 
cut mi respite to rally and make bend aennat him - Whftt 
hope is there tbit he mlj dare it inofhtT tune to attack 
wa eu< ny reunited aud miompn«id ‘uni armed anew with 
nicer and reun^*, uhr did ur>t dare t» pui'Vi them when 
routed ind nniiiaimcd la 6 nr ? 

"Daui fortunn rnlet, dmn conficit omnia Ujtoi- ” 

But witlnl, what Utter opjwrtumlt can lie expect than 
that ho ho* lost 3 ’Tis not here, is in I t n<uig, where the 
most iiit« giui the pnze , lor *-o loug as the ewiui is on 
fo«t, the jruno is new to begin and tbit is not tn be li11c* 1 
a victor) that puts not nti end to the war 111 the encounter 
where Cfp'w Ind the woml, oeir tbe uty of Orwuin In 
reproached Pompey's soldier- that be had Ur" lost hid 
their eein ltd known how tf> oi eremar - , ' mil ifserwirck 
clawed him iu a Ten different fisbiou when it rune to his 
turn 

But win unv not a man abo argue, on the < cut ram, that 


' ‘ IHmuW onuineicd hat knew not hov to mnht the boU am 
ot Ins v wtonc' — i’rtt vitCH, Son S3. 

• \wjn-tlO, IV* 

* ‘ \\fnl-t lortam. 'in the licit, and terror *eue* upon iu tbe 
cncmv ' — LPC \v VJ1 7 14 

4 yinttnl I h. c* C i-sir, c 33 
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it is the effect of i precipitous and insitiaie spirit not lo 
know I low to bound and restrain its covelnig that it is to 
abuse tlie favours of God to evcecd the mcasme He bis 
pitscril ed them and that ag-un to throw a man s self 
into danger after a victors obtained jg again to expose 
himself to the morcv of fortune that it is one of the 
greatest discretions m the rule of war not to dnre an 
eueini to despair r Si Hit and 3 Ian us in the social wir 
having defeated the Mur-anns seeing \ et a body of reserve 
that prompted I9 Jespair was coming on iilc enraged brutes 
to dash m upon them thoughtitnot convenient io stand their 
charge Hid not Monsieur do Ton $ cidour transported 
him so funonslv to pnr-.no the remains of the vicfen of 
Kaveona he had not oliscurcd it hi lus own death And 
jet the recent mcmoi} of his example sened to preserve 
Itonsieur d Anguieu from tlie same misfortune at the luttlc 
of Serisola, Tis dangerous to attaol a mao you have 
deprived of all means to escipe but by his arms fernetes 
siti teaches violent resolutions graviasimi mint morsus 
lmtatm necessitatis 

\ jneitm hand grain juguJo q i- pn>i oral bcwfeni 4 
Tilts was it that made Pharax withhold the Eicg of Lace 
daemon who had won a battle igainst the Man knew® 
from going to charge a thousand Argians who liad escaped 
m au entile Ixxlv from, the defeat but rather let them steal 
off at liberty that lie might not encounter valour whetted 
and enraged l»j mischance J Ulodomir King of Aquitaine 
after his victory pui»umg Gon leitiar King of Bmgundr 
lieaten and making oil as fist as he could for safety corn 
peJIeJ him to f ice about uod mate Lead irliemu its ohsti 
naev depnved him of tin, fnnt of his conquest for he there 
lost his life 

Tn like manner if a man were to choose whethei he 
would hive his soldiers nchly anil sumptuously accoutred 
or armed onlr for the necessity of the matter m hand this 
argument would step ic to favour the first of which 

Fnrajrcd necesoifcv h tes deepest -Portjug 1 vtpo Dcrfatn 

4 Uc lo jre ents himself to the foe sells 1 < life dear — 
Luoi\ tr "*» 

3 D odnrus Excel as tu 2o 
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opinion was Sertonus, Philopitraen, Brutus, Cn?«ir,' and 
others, that it is to a soldier an enflaming of courage and a 
spur to glon to sec himself m brare attire, and withal a 
motive to lie more obstinate in fight having {us arms 
which are in a manner Ins estate and whole inheritance, to 
defend, which is the reason, sa\ b Xenophon, why those 
of Asia tarried their wises and concubines, with their 
choicest jewels and greatest wealth, along with them to 
the wars But then those arguments would l>e as read} to 
stand up for the other side , thnt a guienl ought nth or to 
lessen m lus men their sohcitude of presen mg themselves 
than to increase it, that In such means they nil lie m a 
double fear ot hazarding their persons, ns it will l>e a double 
temptation to the encmj to tight with greatei resolution 
w lieu so great booty and so rich spoils are to lie obtained , 
and tins verv thing lias lieon observed in former times 
notably to encourage the Romans against the Sunnites 
Antiochus, showing Hannibal the arms lie had raised, 
wonderfully splendid and rich in all sorts of equipage, ashed 
him if the Romans would be satisfied with that arm} ? 
“Satisfied 5 " replied the other, “ ves, doubtless, were their 
trance never so great ” * Lvcurgus not only forbad his 
soldiers all manner ofhmerv in their equipage, but, more- 
or or, to stnp their conquered enemies, because he would, 
as he said, that poverty ami frugality should slune with 
the rest of the Inttle * 

At sieges and elsewhere, where occasion draws us near 
to the niemv, we willmgH suffer our men to bravo, rate, 
and nffrout him with all sorts of injurious language , and 
not without some colour of rei son for it is of do little 
consequence to tahe from them nil hopes of uiti rj and 
composition, hr representing to them that there is no fair 
quartei to be expected from ail euemv they have incensed 
to that decree, nui other remedy remauung but m nctoiy 
And jet V itellius found himself decened m this way of 
proceeding, for having to do with Otho, weaker in the 
aaloui of bis soldiers long unaccustomed to war and eftemi 
nated with the delights of the citj, ho so nettled them at 

1 Suetonius, Cvenr, c 67 . . . _ „ „ „ 

- Cvropaalm, i\ 4 > Anlns Gelhu% \ 5 

* Plutarch, Vpotliegins of the Laceilanioniaus, art Ljctirgns 
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la c t with injurious lancing reproaching them with 
cowardice and regret for the misnX' es and entertainment® 
thrT had If ft behind at Potne that hv this means he 
mspir d tl era with such resolution as no exhortation had 
In 1 the power to base done and himself male them fall 
of on him with whom their own captains Tefore could ha 
do means prevail And indeed when the. arc injuria 
that touch to the gtuek it mas vers veil fall ont that he 
who i cut tinwillineh to work in tlie b»lialf of his pnnee 
will fill to t with another sort of mettle wl en the quarrel 
is his own 

Cons derail? of how great importance istl e procreation 
of the tenenl of an armv an 1 that the tinner <d aim of 
an enemv is levelled directly at the head upon which all 
the others dejiecd the course seems to admit of no dispute 
which we know has been tal < n In <o manv great captains 
of changing their habits and di'-guiiin" their persons upon 
the point of going to engage Nevertheless the meon 
tcmcnce a man bv so doing rims into is not le*«s thnn that 
he thinks to avoid for the captain bv this meins being: 
concealed from the knowledge of his own men the courage 
they should derive from hi« presence an deram pic happens 
1 c degrees to codI and to deenv and not seeing the « onted 
marts and ensigns of their leader tbev j-re«entlv conclude 
him either dead or that despunng of the business he is 
pone to shift for him«elf And experience shows us that 
Ixilh there wavs Lave beeu successful and otherwise 
Mint befel Pyrrhus in the battle he fought a-aiust Uie 
consul Levinas in Italy w U rerve us to both purposes 
For though 1 v shrouding his jer i>n trader the armour ox 
Megade* and making him wear his j\ n he undoubtedly 
preserved Jus own life yet ht that yen means lie was 
willial very near running into the other mischief of lo mg 
the battle Alexander C>e=ar and Lucullus loved to 
mal e themselves known in a battle tv nth accoutrements 
and armour of a particular lustre and colour Asps kgesi 
Ians and that great Cr lippus 5 on the contrary u*ed to 
fight obscurely armed, and without anv imperial attendance 
or distinction 

1 Ah at the battle ot J r\ n tie per«on of Henn f lie Orest 

5 Dithloros Sical is mi S3 
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Amongst other o\ otsi glits Pompei is di.irgt.il itiii\I at 
the I) it tie of Phnrahn, he is eniijcmmed for melons' hw 
nrim Bland still Jo nvcm the i"i'in)'s the rge, " l>i return, 
that” (X shall here steal Plutarch's own words "Inch are 
better than mine) 1 “ he b} so doing dcpn\ ed himself of the 
i intent impression the motion ot running adds to the fir-t 
shock of arms and hindered that clashing of the u>mh dints 
agonist one anothu which is wont to gn e tin m greater 
lmpetiiositi aud fun , esjx-rinlly w hen tho come to rush m 
with their utmost vigour, their courages mere ismg by the 
shouts and the carrer , ’tis to render the boMui» nidoui, as 
n man mat su\, uioie resirvcd and cold ’ This is what 
lie savs But if Cte-ar had come In the worse win might 
it hot .is well bate lioen urged b\ 'mother, that on tlio 
contran , the strongest and most steadi posture of fighting 
is that wherein \ man stands planted firm without motion , 
and that the! who uic steads ui>m» the march, closing up, 
uni resen mg their force within them Belies for the push of 
the business, hast! a great adviuit ige iguiust tliosc who are 
disoidercd, and who Jure nlre id\ spent half their breath m 
nuimug on lireupitateli to tlie charge ’ Besides that tin 
anm is a hndj made up ot so mam individual member! 
it is, impossible tor it to mou in this tur\ with so exact a 
motion as not to break the ordi r id battle aud that the 
Ivst of them are not engaged before their fellow s ean come 
on to help them In that unnuturul battle betwixt the two 
Persian brothers, the LvcdremouJan Cleuchus, who com- 
mimded the Grcel.R of Cjros' pait'.M them on softh mad 
without piecipitation to the cherge hut, coming within 
fiftr puces burned them on full s]M ed hopingm bo short a 
i Jieer both to keep their OTdcr and to husband tbur bicnth, 
and it the same time to gv\e the ad' outage of no pi tuositi 
and lmprensn-n both to their pci cons and then missile arm- 
Others base regulated this question as to their armies thus 
jf your euenn come full dnTe npOD sou, stand firm to 
leeen e him , if hi stand to reed! e you, run lull dn . e upon 

Xu the expedition of the Empoioi Charles V into Pro- 

1 I ite of Pumper, c J<> 

" PlutnUi, Precept! ot Marriage, c it 
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veiiM, King Francis was. put to choose either to go meet 
him m Italy or to await him in his own do mini ons , wherein, 
though be yeiy well considered of how great advantage it 
was ui preserve his own territory entire mid clear Xioui the 
troubles of war, to tlie end ibat being unexhausted of its 
stores, it might continually supply men and money at need, 
that theueie sity of war leqiures at evm turn to spoil und 
lay waste the country leforc us, which cannot verv well 
be done upon one*s own , to which may be added, that the 
coimtn people do not so easily digest such a lnvoc liv those 
ot their own party as from an enemy, so that, seditions and 
• ommotions might by such means be kindled amongst ns, 
that the licence of pillage and plunder ( which are nut to Ire 
tolerated at home) is a great ease and refreshment against 
the fatigues and sufferings of wai , and that he who has no 
other prospect of gain thun his bare pay, will hardly be kept 
from running home, being but two steps from his wife and 
lus own house , that he who Lays the doth is ei 1 1 at the 
charge of the feast, that there is more alacrity jn assaulting 
than defending, and that the shock of a battle’s loss m our 
own bowels is so v loknt as to endanger the disjointing of 
the whole body, there being no passion so contagious as that 
of ft ar, that is «o easily Vlit red, or that so suddenly diffuses 
itself , and that the cities that should hear the rattle nf this 
tempest at their gate- that should tale in their captains 
and soldiers vpt trembling and out of breath, would lie in 
dancer in this heatand h nrzy topreupitate themselves upon 
some untoward resolution notwithstanding all this, so it was 
that he cho'e to retail the forces he had bey ond the moun- 
tains and t» suffer the eneinv to « ume to him Tor he 
might, on the other hand imagine th it, being at home and 
amongst lus fnonds, he could not fail of plenty of all man 
aer of conremen.ce> , the rivers and prases he had at Ins 
deration would bnrg Turn in both provisions and money in 
all security , and without the trouble of convoy , that lie 
'Tumid find Ins subjects l>y «o much the more affectionate to 
hun, by huw much then danger was more near and preying , 
that haring so many cities and homers to secure him, it 
would be in his power to give the law of battle at. hi* own 
opportunity and ath artige , and that, if it pleised him to 
delay the time, under cover and at his ease he might see 
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his enema founder and. defeat himself with the diflaultie*, 
was cert run to encounter being engaged ui au hostile 
eouutiT, where before, behind, and on e\ c ia side war would 
ho made upon him , no means to refresh himself or to eti- 
Inrge bis quarters, should disi ises infest thr in or to lodge 
Ins wounded mrn in safeta , uo monej, no uctml* but at 
tliupomtot the lone *>, no leisure to repose mJ t.i) elxreitb, 
no knowledge of the wajs or country to secure- him from 
a iu bushes and surprises, sad .n case of loeinj' a battle, 
no possible means of saving the remains Xeitln r is there 
n\mt of example in both these c i^s 
Supio thought it much better to go and attack hi- emmy s 
b>rntones in Africa tuna to stnv at homo to defend Ins own 
and to fight him in Italy, and it succeeded well with him 
Hut on the contrai \ , H. unib.il in the same war nuntd hnu - 
bolflu ahindomng the conquest of 1 foreign country, to j,o 
and defend his nv,-n Tim Athenians havuiir li ft tliceneuiy 
ui then own dominions to go over into Siuh were not 
iiuowecl l'v foitnne in them design but Ajsithuilcs, King 
of SsnuiM found her fmmnildt to bun \\Ji<n no went 
over into Africa and Mt the war at h-Nur 

B\ u Lie! i . samples we are trout to omcludo, -"id wi+1* 
some i-oa=mi that eacnts, especially sn war for the most 
jnrtiinjwnd upon fortune who writ not he £rov<?mc<H>i tu<r 
submit unto Inwnmi towns uud pruil.’ncp, according lo tin 
pool, 

11 )• I i-i-iIl' «►»-.'! In- / n'li'im e-i I'ru.lenln fnlbi 
Xc* fortum pinW t iu-a«, 'cnuiiupjuc nun ute-, 

Scl i i_v j«r ducli- null" ih-enmui. icrtur 
'killed < lillllid «u.».l n<a co^Htnnc n^rlaiir 
Mftjns, cl in piopri m ihti it ui.'rtniu 1 c •.<•* * 

But totd-c the thing right itsliciild^ccin that tuirwnnn l* 
and <h itlier tart.* cJt {-cud i« much iijh >i fc>«j.r>.« j» aiivihuur 
<ia , xw<3 that -lie eucic * a our un n iwu and irot 
tin nts in he r unti tin! i"itf«s.oa * IV <, •I’uw 3 'i' 1 H 


tiar ■ 

tli-u 

wV 


Uiero i n 1 » ^o.»l m ill conn - 1 pm lw a- amunil in.j 
rtun fortune .loo- run in^umnuot-i'i evor* 

i,l the mow tie- mty, bn. tunw tutiur nun tliitiicn u’w-t 

muo Iti.nl l it Jure i- \ pr> iW p'«<T «tn li .tir.s »' nil 
unit cu iduct- thin - neo .ruing to it- onn lw. — Jicil- 
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mil t(h n urm h kim Xmion-i hi Plito Irrti mtln* 
11 tu*l! 11 uri h <. our dii ur~ i huie j,re;iti trim] iti'a 
t ith tin. t m nti • f It iu • 


CHAPTER \IA III 

ot i ir noil!** oi murnim- 

T hppp liLif limine i ^mnuninin I who ncser 1 imed 
mi 1 mumti l»ut lit rote nn 1 who «lu not act kno.i aJjee 
tut unijunUii i) ir nblatue I think lime rind tint the 
Romain lnd a «nrt of hor i- hi tin m railed /Knahv ortfri- 
trine* ninth tun. either lul b r i-> or hor-ei Lid on it 
*•* uni iti o s I 1«. talon fresh ujon on im<to ml flionev 
it u that in. till our horses of «eruic iMn re and our 
ronmnns c iminonli n i tin | bra* of niUt-lr r fir <7 run 
; tu>r tj luomjrim TK\ iU fulled tlnw tint nere 
trmir<I m sUeli *ort tb it runnin^ full ijm.u 1 side hi Milt 
without bn die or «add)e tin. Ronuu cent lum.a annul at ill 
] nets, would shift and throw mr elie* from one to tin 
other dnullonu* eqiio<- The Nuimdi m due it irm‘ had 
i1wni« a liJ lior i ni one Laud be<id< s th it thev rodi upon 
to clmn.e in the heat of hnttl. qinhub desiilt irurn in 
minium bmos tnhcntihus equos mtir aumtinm v 't|* 
lu^naui in riiuituii eijinmi is fi <> umalis truisiiltare 
iuo5 erat tanta nlouta ipsis tam<|iic doule equomrn 
genua 1 Thin are mans bor-.ii trained to help their 
ndert so a»- to run iijxiu jnt one th itapjioar with a drawn 
siTord to fall Imth with mouth aud heels upon aur tint 
front oroppon till in hut it oftm happens that thevdo 
more harm to their friend* than to their emenue- and 
moreoior >ou eanuot loose them from their hold to reduce 
them again into order -when thei an once encaged and 

! V ho Mi e it was leading nlon„ ti o 1 onci after the imnnir 
i f the lior-o multi is n i oircii' 5 armed u, tliei ware in tlic halt 
< f Iglit t ha] from a tired horse to a fre li oar °a aeliiewere 
tha ma and the horses so docile — Lll 1 nm *9 
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grappled, In wJwb mem*! rr>u jemam &t the nic*ny of tliei r 
quarrel It happened ill to Artx blue, general of lli e 
Pcruaii armj, fighting, man to tow, with Oji»o1)js, Kiuj, 
uf Salamis. to Ns mounted upon a Iiom tr.micd ifkr flu. 
inaniur, it being ti»c occasion oi his death the sqmte oj 
Onesilus cloa\mg the liorce dovu with a seat hi betwixt ll«v 
“boulders ,i° it was reared up uikwi his must' r 1 And what, 
fho Kalians report, that in the battle of JWnovi Kinjj 
Charles’ liors>e, with licks anil plunge <■ <li‘ engaged hr, 
master from the cn cjii that pressed ujion Juw, without 
x\ Inch lie he had bu,n slain sounds like a x * groat 
eliancr if it be true" The Mamr lakes mile (ben hoii -1 
11ml Hies hare the moat rends lioiacs of am taialij- m flic* 
tsorld, that lt> natme and custom this nen t mglit to 
known and distinguish tlio onunn and to fill foul upon 
them with month and heels according to a void or sign 
giien, ns also to gather tip with their tei th dart® aud 
lances scattered upon Hit field, and present them lo their 
riders, on the word oi coin wind ’Tin said bulb ol C/e-vir 

and Pompej, that amongst tliur other c\oc Unit qualities 
they were, both \ery good lioisenun, and p.irticul.uly of 
f! treat that m Ins aoulh boing mutinied on the bate Inch 
Without saddle oi bmUc, Ik could make the horse i tin stop 
and turn, and perform all its ain, i\ itli Lis hands t rLind 
him ’ As nature designed lo make of this pei^on and of 
Alexander, two miracles of military art tju one would «)} 
abc had dona her utraoRt to m in them altoi an r \fci nordinar v 
manner for eveiy one knows that Alexander’s hoi fie, 
Bucephalui , bul ft head inclining to the shape ot a bull , 
that he would suffer himself to be mounted and goierned 


1 tlnrodutua, S 111,112 

1 In ‘he a trr'itive "bieJl Philip dc Coimnes lins £i\i n of tins 
b ittle, in winch lie himself w»» pir« nt (lib nn ch o), lie trlto kb 
of wonderful perform mce“> hj tlio Iimse on winch the Vinjr was 
moanlnl Theiiano ef ♦JiMw na«f»>n>, a»<li *"«>- tl» most 
beautiful horse lie bad ca»r -een During the battle Hie long ai u, 
ncrecmnllv attnekeil, win n he had nohod) near him but a inlet dc 
dh imbre, a little f< How, and no u u off awed " The \m e sw « 
Philip de Comities, "had tin* lust hmse under him m the world, 
and therewith he atood his gronnd btaieb, till a number ot lua. 
men, not & great wav bom him, armed at tire rurfra' nunute 
* Plutarch, inma, c 5 
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1 \ non a Imt Ju«. mn«t/r iti 1 that hr nr, honour.. i ifu r 
his (1 ith • s * hnvi inlt <n KhI f< his name 1 Cirur 
h 1 al- n ninth Lil f r f.,t hi. thm- r , f a man Ju- 
lio f- 1 h tn_ IiuImI in the form of hngsr whjrh likewise 
na n ( [ nl] n In un 1 lit Cn Mr lum-df nli» after 
In-d itli d« hrtl. 1 Jus staluc t»ih j,.M -liiw J 
I 1« tl t i iJIinUi all-lit i'll' n I am on • < n li >r- ) ack 
firit rs tli jlu. tvh r< nh thrrn.Unrsi l J fin J invadf 
m »M .i ns PJiti 3 runnun ntln it for htalth is also 
1'Jim iiu it i- t»o d for tin* stonmth and tin joints J*t 
nsgifnrth r into tin- nuttorsiiv’ li r> w v 
1\. r 1 1 in \ ncijifi in * a I tw fori Idm.r im one n-Jio wot 
inv.|*r«f a hurs to into] on foot lro-us and Tusfm 
MV (lilt tli Pirthiuis nut "’out tojxifonn nil O fliers ami 
nr menus not ©nh m war hut alsi all affura whither 
pul lit or {mat. mail 1 inruns miif r entertain til. llie 
air in 1 ill n imr-d vl mtl tint tli ^r»at< «l distinction 
J)U imf fr« im n an 1 i-hat s unonjst thi m iris that the one 
roll on hor el uknn 1 the other iron t on fool in institution 
of ivlilf.fi hmi* C\ rns was the founder 
There, ire r i nl ©aampks in the Konnui luston (und 
Suetonius more isnticulurli observes it of Citsir ) of rap 
t tins who n jiressmg occasions commanded their cavaln 
toulicht both 1 1 that meins to tilt from than all Jiopcs 
or flight as also for the advantage flier 1 io[Kk] iu this sort 
of 15 slit Quo hand dubie supent Koumnns savsLtn- 
And so the first thing therdid to prevent the mittimus and 
insurrections of nations of late conquest was to tale from 
them tl cir inns and horses and therefore jt is that we so 
often meet m Cx°ar arun profern juiuenti product 
obsi les dai l jnl et The Grind Sigmorto this du suffers 
not a Christian or n Tew to keep a horse of his own 
throughout his empire 

Our ancestors and especialh at the tune tlicv had war 
with the En listi in all their greatest engagements and 

Aiuns faelbus ^ 2. Sueto nos I (e el C-vsor c G1 

3 Iji. •. ni 1 CvTop'edui i» ^ 

’ II tin took 41 * finetomti* m vita c GO 

Wherein fl <t liomons did questionless oscel — Lin i\ °2. 
He coi imin led tl e ari s to be produced the hones lira ighfc 
«»t nn 1 1 ostiges to be gn en — lie Btllo Gall , vn 1 1 
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pitched battles fonght for the most part on foot, that they 
might hive nothing but then own force courage, and con- 
stancy to trnstto maquarrelof so great concem as life and 
honour Ton stal c. (whatever Chri sautle.s in Xenophon 1 
says to the contrary") yom valour and your fortune upon 
that of vour horse, lus woundb oi death bring tout peison 
into the same dangn , lus feai or fun shall make you 
reputed rash or cownrdjj , if he Imre an ill mouth, or will 
not answer to the spur, voui honoiu must answer for it 
And, therefore, I do not think it strange that those battles 
were more firm and furious than those that are fought on 
horeebioh. 

"rndelwnt p inter, pintinjueruebint 
Vietores lietiqui* iuhjiu, hi* tup. nota, nrqm libs " 5 

Thur kitties were touch better disputed Nowadays 
there are nothing hut routs ** pi uiius elauioi atquo miptus 
rein deeomit ' 1 And the means w<_ olioose to make use of 
in so great a hiimvd should be as much ns possible it our 
own command wherefore I should advise to choose u eapons 
of the shortest soit, and such ot wlucli we arc able to give 
the best account A mnu maj repose more confidence in a 
sword lie holds in lus band than in a bullet he discharges 
out of n pistol, wherein theie must be a lon'nrrencc of 
several urcumstances to make it peifoim its ofhee, the 
powder, the stone, and tho wheel it any of ohu-h fail ic 
endanceii \our foitune A man lmnself strikes much 
surer thnn tilt air can dupet Ins blow 

" Et, uno ferre ' Clint, pmmttere valuers i entis 
Enw Bnlx.t unw, ct pens quas-unique virnrum c-t. 

Be IK ncnt gludns” * 

But of that weapon I shall speak more fulls when I come 
to compare the arms at the ancients avith those of modern 


1 Cawuaha, n 't „ „ „ , . , . 

ii xiiei tight and fall l*°b melk Mwor> amt \a 
ontliongltt of'ba eitliei /Eacul, \ 7 * 
t « JUi.» JiixtsUuut, the Jirsl chares put- an end 
— LlW.YM « ,, , „ _ J/L 

* “ \\ here it Ji'K the wnid bestows the arrow w 
needs 'trcugtli of ariu mania nation' preter ti 
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ii nl 1-iIj it llio isniu^liB mt of tli ^ n 1 >< '' 
vhtlio run ,T' <s f imili ir with in i *4, rt tun II'"^ 
up i it is v t ’] n ,f iin littl. <1 uinn im I Ji f<* t 
‘•1 01 ir »ln he i* o«il ri. 1 mif ii *'"»»>' n itliirlithi 
It »li in I nn rlt mil u»- * f Ii riih fin in 1 l-*Iti_ 

via mu h m r t mil tl i r .11 1 a r rtaia hrfl <i 
jtulin irin I it tl* jw nit wjt Inn ir utlir-< f't.* l«n * tint 
ti tmJn | r< thrnuji ind tlir ni„h an nrrn-d nm 
PlnlirHi ^hi ii lit r > >ju] hoi s n tli iW 3 5 lv 

Jmnil »*mitnn ■» from *■ uni «ortf <f <mnnn f r tli 
1 f n • of 1* 1" tea rdjho t hr •■Lift l» sm. r>lki muni 
vi th tl ix iris ro*-ni ■ il ini dt r i mIumiM nutter 
f J fir m jt<. JJj„Ii) wd Jufcfin'riiji ii ib> hojrof ijjmij 
or In in* t t »oL amr all the ou of irin« .inJ l»nl 
Vnl nt i nun- to (I JLbr J win ild thin! th t noull 
•th i l tun tin ns'.ulant -nil tint tlic t'tmp 1» me, a tt 
v i r pilot -d tt|*h tin fl-unm/ tmndie< a« would j reduce 
•vi iiimuti nifi>nv<muui to the rind iron J 

Miunnm «m Jei« n itor\ I inltrtca tc-i f 
I ttlfiiu « vtl tnodn 

They In l it) rim r other (J. n«r« which eu«‘om mule tLem 
jv rfict to ft ?m.li in incredif le 1« iBwfm ban not «<n.n 
them I l»r tr1u« hth»*TsnpfIi d tlwcffrcts of ourporderaml 
*>lwt Tb t d tried their tjxir with «o ijreat force as 
ofttimva to transfix Ivo tarpon and two armed men at 
once nnd pm thou toother Neither vn= tbi effect of 
thoir c lm c certain of ev. atiou or »f shorter c irnatre 
Suit .rlol » is fundj lunn ip*rtum inif>s«cnt<a 
cironis inoliii unnli nngnii *t intertallo lou a« lieu 
tnjiccr* turn « ijiti mol > h • uum mlnerabant c eif quem 
1 >cum dost ui“* nt Tbiu pivevs of Ii iUtv bad not <mlt 
the execution I ut the thunder of our cannon also id 
ictus mmnram cum t«mbili «omta edilos pavor et tropi 

IV Pirdonci Hmscl cddihe lightning flic= through the in' 
v ilh 1 1on l riL lun,. sound E ad tx Oo 

1 Collin^ round stones trom the Iwach for their <lin« anil 
ith tl r e i ncti in_ over tl p me =o is non a .meat eli lance 
to throi ntlun i ' erv «nj ill tire nt tbe' hocarne ii Je not cmli to 
r-nnnr nacnemi m the head hutlui nnv oilier part atjlea-ure — 
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dntio ccpit ” l The Gauls, otn kinsmen m Asia, ahomuntpA 
these treucheiGHs missile arms, if being their ir-e to 
with greater bravery, band to hand “ Non tun patentiLms 
plagis moventur nbi ktioi quam altioi phga cat, 
etiain glonosms se pugnare pntant ndom, qunm auileus 
sagittte out glaudia abditte mtroisus (emu vnlnere in 
speoem tint turn m ralnorn ct pudcnem tam parrcB 
pemnentis pestig \eisi, prostemnnt corp. in Iruiai,"* a 
piettv description ot something vert Jibe i hanpicluise 
shot The teu thousand Greeks in their long aud famous 
retreat met with a nation tviio ten much galled them 
with gieat and strong bowt carrying arrows m long, that 
taking them up one might return them buck like a dart 
and with them pierce a huckloi and an armed man thiough 
and through ' The engines that lhom sms invented at 
Syracuse to shoot last massv darts and stones of a pro- 
digious greatness with so great impetuosity and at so great 
a distance, came vtij near to our modem inventions 
But m tins iliNumrse of horses and horsemanship we are 
not to forget the pleasant posture of one Maistre Pieirc Pol, 
idoctoi ot divinity, upon Ins mule whom Monstrc lctiepurts 
always to have udden isnle through the sheets of Pans like 
.1 woman He says also, ohenheie, tint the Gascons had 
terrible horses, that would wheel in then full sp<>ed which 
the French, Picards, FF minus, and Brah-mteis looked upon 
.is a miracle ‘ having never cem tlie like before, ’ w Inch are 
his very wi.rds 

Gresar 4 speaking of the Suabums * m the chaige* they 
make dn horseback,” saj s he, '* they often throw themselves 
off to fight on foot, having timer!) t their hoi^es not to stir in 
tlie meantime from the place, to which they presently run 
again upon uc< isiou, and according to their custom nothin" 
is so uumaulv and so !>ase is to use saddles 01 pads anil 

' “ it the bitten, of tin wills, performed « dli \ terrible imi-c, 
tlie ilcftiulant'! lie gin to feir mil tremble — Lit I, xvnin 5 

- They ore not so much couctmeil about lir^e git-bei— the 
higher and deeper the w omul the mnr» gtonou*. do thrj < -teem the 
comint hut when they hud tUem^l'e- 3 tonnentcJ 1>' «oiup arrow • 
head nr bullet lodged " itbin, bnt proven ting littli outward shaft of 
wound, tnn^port-wi ynth =lmuie md anger to per.sls to so imper- 
ceptible » dc troy er, they fall to the ground - Idem, ibid , 21 

J Xenophon, Amb ,V 2 •* Dc Bello t’-UI , iv 1 
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tin t il< s| ) sn li ns mil mi* f f ih c c t» nm ik •• iri'o 
inmli tint I*iii». I lit i i**rr Fnv ni iminher flin firiKt to 
*tf t i r \ i i.r it tmm Tint nlitfli 1 Imi formfrli non 
<1 r 1 nt t< s nlmr-< Hull tojvrform nil Ins nr mill a 
tin it«1i i nh in 1 then ins uj m In* nivj., n I'timmonmUi 
tjifi M ib linn nhi nl 1li"ir inr without <1 31** or 
bn 11 

rt.inscjii union* ilrm-Vi t! tro 
On I 'ill sn( (f nornm nr^nn ijrj.it 1 

1 1 \nn 1 li mir in rin_nnt 

• r<]in *i» Ircin il' fonins ij e» «up*u« riLid t orcue ft 
pitfiitn i irnti unr ufiuin 5 

Kinc \1|li<ti 1 1 k ipIio fir t lnBlitmoJ ilio Onlcr of tho 
Bind <rfc trf in Sj tin invnps* otlrr rule of the order 
„ m* tin m tbi* that th v «h *ull ncnr rule mul or mulct 
niton p n iltt « f n nmk. i f silt r tins I hid huh mit of 
On iiri s Ij, u rs uli t r m't tlusi* tlif til] of fiolleu 
EjiMks In] mother kiiKl of rpmion of them thin I 
lute 1 lie i-ourtiu ' s-iva tliat till lus time it via i disprna 
to ii y iitkimn tn ndc on < n« t f tlic'e in ittuvs 1 nl the 
Alrt smiftit* < n tin i >ntrm the nearer thet ire to the 
j*ron of Pr «:t<r fuliu hue to Is. mounted upon hrge 
milks for tin jn. ittst cinmitr «*n<1 pnwh.nr 

Xenophon tf 111 nt * tint the Ami ri ins were fun to keep 
their lionet ft I tend m the fcfnlih tltu were *o fiirve ina 
nr ions ami tint it required w much time to loose mid 
1 iracss them tint to aioid int disorder tins tedious pW 
pint ion rm/ht bnnp upon them in cisi of surpn** the' 
neter sit drum in thur camp till it eras first well fortified 
tilth dit hi.K ind nmpirts His Crnis who ins so grcit 
i nrnter iu ill manner of liorso service 1 ept 3ns lior e* to 
thur due worli ami never suffered them to lure mvthing 

* Ti c Ma s\ linns mom t«I on the 1 ire t icl« of tlieir t one 
I nllrfps j,m le them 1 1 i mere snitch — JcciS n (K 1 

Tl i* Niumdiati* itu ling tlieir liorses votlio it t n He — 
,r, u! n ii 

* The nrwr of a 1 or e without il nrile is nnjmctfnl tl e neck 
c\tor le I stiff nnd tl e no c Ihrnst out — I n t wc\ 11 

* \lfonsi.\r Km>; of Leon inrf Cnstile lie 1 13.rfl 

3 'He C rt<?_mnn of Bilthasir Citstiplione pnlih'lieil inloSS 

* fj top 'cilia m S 
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to fat till first tiler had earned it In tin* we it of some kind 
of exercise* The Scrthitms when ni the field and m warcitr 
of pimiMona used to lot tlioir lioraes’ iilnod wlneli (hot 
drank, and sustained thonisolios by that diet 

“ 1 nut ct epotn Sannat i pistte; cijuo ” 1 

Tho'cof Crete Item" bcsieRtHl In Mctellns were in ko creat 
neeessitv for dunk th.it tliti wen* fnm to quoiu.li thevr thust 
with their hordes’ urine 5 

To show how niiiili cheapen the Turkish armies siqiport 
tliemsolus thnnour Enro]>oiii fonts, “ti® slid, th.it Insides 
the soldier-' drink nollntur Imt nut or ami «it nothing hut 
nci* mil salt flesh puli omed f of u hull ei on one maw ovnli 
cam about with him .1 month's proiiMonJ tlmi kuow hou 
to feed upon the blood of thur hone -.as well a-, the JIusio 
vito and T irt ir and valt it for their ««v 

Tlie<e new disifnerod pople of tin* Indies, when the 
Spaniards, first hi titled unionist tin 111 had so (treat an 
opinion both of tin nun ami lioraes tint tlnv looked upon 
tin* first ns Rods uni the other as animal® emiobled above 
their mturc, insomuch that .after they ueie subdued, 
comiUEt tn the mnj to sue for peace and p.u Jon, and to linn* 
them cold and pmunous tliea fnili_>l not to offer of the 
same to the horses, with the *• into kind of Inranttue to them 
thevhad made to tlu others miorpiotimr thoir uurIuur 
foi a 1 inciincre of tnuc and fnentlRlnji 

In the other Indies to mb upon an thjihaut wns the 
first and ronl place of honour, tin* ®<no»d to ride in a 
coach with four horses, the third to ride upon a camel , 
and the last and least lienoni to lie earned or diawn In one 
luu se null 1 Home one of our late writers t ells us that lie has 
been 111 unintiiis in those pu-t«, where they ridi upon oxen 
with j>,ids, ■stinujis, nud lu idles, and leu much at then ease, 

Quintus Fibius llaMimis Kutdiamis, inn battle with the 
S iinmies, seotntr hi® horsi after thiet or four lImircs, liad 
failed nf breaking into the eneim's battalion took this 
course, to make them unbndlo all their horses and spur 


* “Tliti Sri thi m mines, n ho iced® on horse flisli M\rTl\L, 
tipcelae , lih L 11 t 1 4 

* tnl SlnA^m 6, ext 1 a Amin, Hist Ind , l 1? 
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tlipjr hirdeit W that lianng Bathing to checl their career 
the\ might tlirmigh weapons, and men open the sn to Ins 
foot who by tint means cn.ro thorn a blood} defeat 1 * * * The 
Mini command was given br Quintus Fulvjiw Pliccus 
ngunst the Celtibermns Td qiinm imjore M oquorum 
faaetis «?i effroQ-ito 1 : in liostes equos imimttis quod sTjie 
Romanos equiles cum Iaudefecisso sua lueiuona* prvditum 
esjl detrictisqne fnems bio nitre citroquc aimmatma 
striae hosttum minrtia omnibus hash-; transcurrerunt 

Die Du] e of Muttony v is anciently obliged to par this 
reference to the Tartars that when thev teat an embassy to 
him he went out to meet them on foot and presented them 
\utli a gc*l let of mares milk (a beverage of greatest esteem 
amongst thentj and if to drinking i drop fell by chance 
uj on then horse s mane he was hound to bek it off with 
hie tongue Tho artnr that Bajazot bid seat mto Russia, 
was overwhelmed with so dreadful a tempest of scow that 
to sheltei and piesorve themselves from t.l.p. cold many 
lulled and embowelled their horses to creep into their 
bellies and enjoy the benefit of that utaZ heat Bijazet 
after that furious battle wherein he was overthrown by 
Tunorkm* was in a hopeful wav of securing lus own per 
son bv the fleotnesB of nu Arabian mare he hid under him, 
had he not been constrained to let her dnnk her fill at the 
ford of a nver in his wav which rendered hci so heavy and 
indisposed that hu was afterwards eisily overtaken by those 
that pui sued bin They snv indoeil that to let a hor e 
stale takes him off his mettle bnt as to drinking I should 
rather line thought it would refresh bei 

Ormans marching his arinv through tvi tarn waste lands 
near Sardis met with in infinite number of serpents nhu.li 
the horses devoured with great appetite aud winch Hero 
dotus says 5 was a. pro Iigy rtf ominous portent to his affairs 

We call a horse chnal either that lias Lis inane and care 

1 Inr vn % 

Von i ill do tout lu'ines- with greater a haulage of \oir 

hor ea strength if von sen 1 them unbodied upon t! e enamj as it 

is reeor led tl e Boons horse to tl eir great glon ten l oflcu do le 
their bits being taken off thej ebarged through and again bath 
tl roii, I (tieenemv - ranks \nln great slaughter breaking do> n all 

tl eir spears —Idem, \1 40 Book i. c. iS 
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entire, nuJ no other* ill piss muster The LaceJffiimiJuans, 
fitting defeited tln> Atliiuuua in Swlt, returning trnmi- 
pliant from the net on into the oilj ot St rieuM*, amongst 
utlnT insoh’iup* rowed nil the bor <?s thiw hail taken to he 
<lmru and kd in triumph Alexander fought with a nation 
v tiled D ihre, whose diMiphne it vie? to match two md two 
togethi r armed on one horse, to tin. u ar , and 1 nang in tight 
out of Ihetn alighted, nud m> tin i fmnrht on hor>.ehitk and 
on fiml one af1*T nimther b\ turns 

I do not think that for gnu i ul rid me nnt nation m the 
world excels the Fuuiit A good hivem in, n< cording to 
*ur vna of hjs'ikuie ? coins i itln-r to lino rv sport to tin' 
omiragi* of t no nun thin uddriss in ruling Of all that 
oror I mv, the most know in ir m flint in, who had flit best 
t out mid the host met hi si in 1 >ie iking lior-ps vns Sfonsiem 
do Camnuilet vim son e<l our King Hum II 

1 lnoe set n a mnn rjtk with hath hit. f«t upon the 
‘addle, lake off Ins saddle. and ut his u tut u take it ni> again 
and replace it n-hmr nil thi while full speed, luting 
palloped morn cip lnikent it u*rt good shots hick wards 
with his how , tak> uj> aut thing train the ground, setting 
chip foot on tho ground and the other m the stlriup With 
1 went i uthcr«[K.’s tr.ck which he C**fhts In mg ht 
Thcic has kou Men in mt time nt Oonsfantmoplc two 
men upon one lump wlm, m the htight of itt> speed would 
throw tlmnutlus off nnd into the saddle ngum he twin, 
tuul one who lunik d ind saddled his horse with nothing 
1ml lug Until, another who hi twist two hoises, oue foot 
upon one saddle and th r othoi upon the other, tain mg 
another man upon las shoulders would ride full career, the 
othoi Standing holt upright upon linn nud making terr 
good shots with hit. liov , ec'eral who vould rule full fcpred 
with their heels npwaid nnd thur heads upon tho saddle 
lietwaxt set oral '■uuntnrs with the points upwards, fired in 
the harness, When I was a hot, the pnneo of Snlmona, 
inline n rough lion* nt Naples to all las airs, held icals 
under his knees and toes, as if tlior had been nailed there, 
to show the firmness of Ins scat 
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OH SPIER \LIX 

Of \\Cir\T CUSTOMS 

I MtaciD willmph j anion ottr pioplc for a limiting no 
otln r j ittcra or nil 1 1 ]»alc< tiou th m lliur own 
iiinnncrh au j un-tour- , for tis> t coinimn site not of the 
aiilgir only lilt almost of nil nun to nil in tlic Itc Ucn 
mid tlioii inn *>tors haie trod before thorn I nin Loutent 
■win n thev •see Tahranis nr Lxhn- that they look upon 
thur umnU nance and Ulmionr ns barlwrati*- *euug they 
are until r < lot lied nor firduomd iciording to ntir mode 
But I find fault w itli thor singular indiscretion in suffering 
tliGUiM Ives to Ik co Hindu! and hiijoci 1 upon bi the 
authority of the j re ‘•out usage as every month to niter 
then- opinion if uibtoui so re pun! auil that thus should 
60 van their judgment in tliur own pirticular concern 
IVhcn they imho tin* bu»l of t bur doublets up ns hi h as 
then brcaatb they stiffly maintaim tl that they Mere m their 
jlopcrplicc sonuMeirs ifter it u ts shpj cJrloun betwixt 
their thi Jit end then tin l could laugh at the former 
fashion as mu nay nml mt ilerilib Tin fashion non hi use 
ml oh them absolutely condemn the other two with so great 
resolution and so uun ersal consult that a man would think 
there was a e« itam 1 md of madness crept m diuougal them, 
that infatuates their UDdustauchn a to tins strange decree 
Non seeing tint our change of fashions is so prompt end 
sudden tlva f the inventions ot all the tailoia in the world 
cannot furnish out new w lmn wlunnsonowto feed our a anity 
with il there, will often be a necessity that flic despised 
foiius must again come m rogue and these immediately 
aftci full into tin, sime contempt and that the same 
judgment must m the spice of Gfleen ot twenty years 
tal e up half a doien not only divers but contran opinions 
with an incredible lightness and inconstancy tbeie is not 
any of us so discreet who suffers not himself to be gulled 
with tins Contradiction md Iwtli in externa! and internal 
sight to be insensibly blinded 



CIIAI' Tin] 0 { ^s«[\r rtsTOVB Sil 

1 Kill bin 1 muster nj> !,>•«,. old rttnfoms tlml I Inn- in 
lUi'inuM, nw* of <h« s nue null ours I be rtbns i}j|- 
r« ivtit, to tin? «nd, tliut Kirioc m mind (W continual 
T’lrmiinn of human things ve mas Lave our luik’nieiit 
m-w ilctrh and fa*), wiM 

Tin' thing ni ««. > .linonp't Ms of fujitmp tntJi mpvr mJ 
(luu, tnvni jirutm tmonust tin ftnmnns utcn “fcunstm 
HRisjurobijj'i, ^faAnsijio* <h-,lmuitui,"' vi* Oasu and 
lit 1-1 ol>‘ erres n ,u win custom ni »ur nation, that eontinm s 
VU amongst us nluoli js to «top jnssutum we incit it mm 
" v to comp i them to p>e mi u count >\ Jio fJn«\ ir. 
and Jn take it for in affront aud just udh of rnuirol if 
thi'i nfuec to do it 

■Tt tiw Ilntfis, which tin n taunts midi M«e of even d it 
Uforo thej went todmmr nnd n Imp nth a«wi wash 
J'Ur luimla. (lit \ at first null hitlv d their anna nud I«»^s , * 
‘‘“f nfitnrirds nud hi a custom that lias continued for 
innn\ nee< in most nations of ttic world, tin's lathed 
stjrl mhod in mixed and jwfnimd ••at.»r luolimj npm 
il«s a crc'vt simplicits to bathe in nun.' water Tin most 
delicate and aKWlcd prfunud tlimiixlus all over lliiec or 
four times a tla\ Thes often tuised their hair to l>o 
pinched ofT, ns tho xrotiun of JYinu. hw o tome time miicc 
tolui up a custom "to do tlicir foreheads, 

• Quod pectus, quod crun tibi, quod hnchis sellm, * 
though thej had oinlroen(s propu for that purpose, 

" P^ilatro mtet, ant Benin Intel obhta creti 


Kies defu'Iitcd to fio ‘■oft. ami aft grd ii tin a emt lesti- 
^"ni of iiarditioss, to )i' uj»n a mattress The} at^lunR 
tifiou beds, mvu.li after tbo manner of tin? Turls=j m tins 

age 


’ " 'flics smut their cloahe upon tho Ml anu, mid drev tiuur 
buoijJs "_M Hi, L'liilt , i '5 
‘ Must, hi. s , ri> , % 

1 “Aim iihich the Iimm out of jour breast, jour arms, and 
tlitthV «-M ii TtAli, u 62, 1< 

"She w ilh nn^nenf*, or w ito vlui Ik de> on ulm s migu 

— Wetu.si 0!, 0 
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• In I*' jwo (ate- fr.eiw pic rr*«* ot alto ' 

Aju! lit fin! of f ho nuJiuvr Calo flat «fa t the tnttie of 
Pmir-aha b*in{r enf<r*d into a mtJaticlioI^ di'po'itron at 
the ill jvwfun of tin j ullie affairs, lie look hi* repast 
olw ii» fithas', oiituning a strict nod atisVre ionre» ol life 
It was of'o thur rtiFtom to 1 iti tin. hand* of trre-it prreorw, 
the mon. to honour and can" them And wcrting with 
frunl' the, alwajn liB'ccl m salutation eu> 3o fbe V«J<* 
tim* 

‘ fintVnvjue dorem cn*a .Inlcjlms >r-cnlri v erbi« 1 

In ]K-txtionmi» or aaluliiirf anv pmat man thoy U'ed to hr 
<l*rir hand* optw Jus knee* Pasicles the philosopher, 
brother of Ctab* inttond of lacing bis hand upon tin, 
hue. hid it upon th« private part? ind 1* mg rou„ r My 
repulsed by him to whom he made, tint indecent compli 
mont ' \\ hat, &ud 1c, "is not that part 3 our own ns well 
if th. other*" ‘ Thuya'"! to eat fruit os we do aft-r 
dinner* Tier wiped their fuodamenis <fu the ivies if 
lh'\ plea«f> miucc it smaller) with a sponct which is tic 
reason that FptfMdio is a emu tv word in Latin which 
sponecw.is fa.st.ned to the rnd nf a slick as appears ly 
tlie Won of him who as he wa* led alone to he thrown to 
the wild Kants in th< sight of the people n-Lmc l»*i<e to 
do his busings and hawse no other way to despatch Imn 
*df forced the sponge and stick down Ins throat anil 
choked lum=clf‘ Tht\ used to mp, after coition with 
perfumed woul 

1 At tiki ml facnm , ssl lota mcntubilann. 

Thev had in th.* streets of Rome vessels and kttlc tubs for 
pas venders fo unite in 


’ ‘ Thus Fitlicr /Paesu, from hw high bed of ntate, “poke 

Plutarch in vita c 13 , 

1 Vnd Link t « erd* I would mingle with kis=(S — Ovji> 
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CHAP XI, IT ] 07 A&CTEVP CUSTOM'S 

*‘J’nsi <T>pp Win a propter, so, v dolui eurta, 

Sin ano dc\ uicti, creduut ixtollere \ esteni ” 1 

Tim had collation betwixt meals, and had, in siinmiei 
cellars of snow to «oo] their wine , anil some there weie 
who made use of snow in winter, not thinking their wine 
cool enough, eren at that cold season of the rear The 
men of qnnlift had their cnpbenrei « and cai vers, and tLem 
Vmifoons to make tliem sport They had their meat served 
up m winter upon chafing dishes, which were set upon the 
table, and hid portable kifcdiena (of winch I mrself h.ne 
seen somoj wliciem all tlieir kmie was earned about with 
them • 

“ Has coble opuW. Imliete, Kut* 

No offemlmmi mulmHntc ernix" 

In summei thoj bad a contnrance to brimr fresh and 
clear rills through their Iowei moms whereui were great 
store of living fish which the guests took out with their 
own hinds to he dressed eien man according to hi* own 
hkiug Pish has ivei had tins pie “unm nee, and keeps it 
sstill that the grundcoe as t.. them, all protend to lv 
cooks , and indeed the taste is more dcln ate tLan that ol 
flesh at least to mi faiie\ Hut in all sorts of magnifi- 
cence dobinthery and vidupt lions inventions of iffumuti 
md expense UP ’do in truth, nil ue can to parallel them, 
foi onr wdh art as corrupt as theirs but we want abihh 
to equal them , our forte is m> moif able to rea-.li m 
then sicious, thnn m then virtuous qualities, tor boih tin 
one and the other proceed' d fumi «a ' igour uf soul which 
was without comparison greatci m them than in ns And 
soul® hi how much the weakei tliev are l>v so much have 
then less power to do either ierv well 01 vers ill 

The lushest place of honour amongst them was the 
middle The n one going before or following after either 
in writing or shaking, had no signification of grandeur, 
as is evident liv their writings, thev will as soon s,i% 

1 “ The htth lw< tn their t-!eej< often t’urk they aye lie if the 
pul Jit nrauiL anil raise their coat- to mike n-e of it ' — 1 C citrrii s, 

= iou if \on please e=tef m tie -e iea.-t' for mv part, I do 
not like the aniliuhton »upre’-' — M U Ti VL, ' U 4S, 4 
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Ojfjiux an I C^^ir ns C»‘ar and Ojijitis and m nnrl 
<liu s tli * rad rn** Tins is til rnv n tint imdf mi 
fun ih rh i il i nnlin «j tlic lifcof I'hmmms m oiirlretiOi 
Pin t it !i of cm*, i issasr* wh*r« rt (unit ns jf th* milbor 
-I« ilm^ of the jtnlousv of h uiour I ftviit tin TStolruis 
*in 1 H nnns al" nt the winning of i battle tli<*a had 
with their joined fi rros ol tamed made it of '■'ini* 1 impr 
t an*s lint ra tli<‘Gr<h ‘•nne 1 - <b*v In I jut the ^Tloli in’- 
t f< a tin Romans if then. !*• no omj Jubolegv in (L 
words r f th fr n*h tnnsl itmn 

1)n lain*, jn their hit lit marie no emij 1c of admitting 
nnn amongst. tin in awl Moreover undo use of thar 
r rvmir men to rob ami anoint them 

[nituina cuermetus nnrra till «tmi‘. lints 
‘-tat nuotics calidi* nud i foi eri= aquis " 

Tlnr all powdered th*>mMhos with a certain j*owrkr to 
inodrnte thar swa its 

The anuent Gauls says Snlomm Apollmans wore thus 
hair long lx? fori and the hinder put of the head shaved a 
f islnon that begins to revive in this vicious and effeminate 
a_e 

Hie Romans u«ed to par (Le watermen their fare at 
tlicir first stopping into the boat winch vre never do till 
after landing 

Duni ns evipitur, dom mull ligttar 
Tata al it bora. 1 

The women u*ed to lie on the side of the bed next the 
wall and fur that reason tliev called Ciesir spondam 
regis Nicomedia ’ 1 They took breatli in tlieir drmking 
and watered tlieir wine 


1 111 Amjot c. s 

1 \ «!ai e— ! is mi it if girded with a Hack apron- stands aeiorc 

wi when naked ion tnle ft hot tilth — M VltTIAU vu 3*> J 
- 1 Cairo V 239 . , 

* \\f M fie fare spavin*, and the male is l»ciii 0 Jinnie^co 

hole hour i tin en past — HOPVCE fttf l 5 13 

The tied of King 'Vicomede* — ' Sultdmos Ltfi «/ '^ ar 
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“ Qnis filer ocius 
Beshnguet ardentis faltrm 

Pocoiiv prxtereunte iMnpha*" 1 

And the rogtnsh looks and gestuies of our lackeys were 
also m use amongst them 

•'0 Jan© a tergo quern nulla ucoma mnsit, 

Nee maims auriculas uni In in eat mulobs alb-os, 

Nee ling u e, quantum titint cams Appula, tintuin ,,:l 

The Aigian and Roman ladies mourned in white, 3 ns ours 
did formally and should do still, were I to govern in this 
point But there are whole books on this subject 


CHAPTER L 


OP DEMOCRITUS AND HI PACLITtTS 


The judgment is an utensil piopci for all subjects, and 
will hate on oai in even thing which is the mason, that 
in these Essivs I take hold of all occasions wheie, though 
it happen to ho a subject I do not very well understand, I 
trv however, sounding it at a distance and finding it too 
deep for my sfatuie, I keep me on the shore , and tins 
knowledge tli.it a man < an prex eed no further, is one effect 
of its virtue, yea, one of those of which it is most proud 
One wlnle m ,in idle and frivolous subject, I try to fiod out 
matter wheieof to compose a hodv, and then to prop and 
support it , nnuthei while, I employ it in a nobje subject, 


* “ Wlmt bo\ mil qmcklj conic and cool the heat of the Faler- 
nmn wine with clear water ’ ” — Hon \CE Od u 2,18 

s <*0 Janus, whom no crooked fingers, suuulntin" a stork, peck 
at behind ionr back, whomnn quick hands deride behind sou, In 
imitating the motion of the w lute ears of tlie ns% against whom no 
mocking tongue is tlirnst out, as the tongue of the thirsty dog in 
the dog da} s Persius.i 5S 

a Ilcrodian, i\ 2, 6 ,, . , , 

“ a\ Inch f’otton translates, “eien in tlie most inconsidenng sort 
of jinn the teat being, “ouj, de ccux dent ll se a ante lephis 
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r f that In*. I** M •i'd n 1 turn! f if! r a tl ostnnd f •'t! I‘ 
rl nu a tn*n <nn nm [< ill* niinwlm amthm_* £ 
In 11 th n Ik a.. *- l*at a <>n i .,n «nT Up* H 
r u-t 1 1 n zt nail ni tL «■[ j of nr hr in Midi - ’ 

- i *■ tn M * rl o e *1 juLoioit t> I Le tl* t-vtl t 
*■ *i mi 1«.» ah 3 1 f a tli u«ai 1 jr>t}j* to il f mm It it Hu”! 
it li tislh.'l**t II- re in ft nn t< m* rnum to 
1 t- 4 nn o*i 1 tab that ‘li tirs* p *i nls ff n • *h v in? 
ill aljl-i t< m Ir rrd i n (/ _ > tlir n h am ri th m 
f I pptit of all it am lnn.» mu h r d thrv who «o 
hrt» lr |Tfimi<x fa hov it nth n. Of a linn Jr»d in ml*-r« 
■*d 1 fan^ that i - rrhme ha> I tab* on > in. while tr. h* L 
ii jv * o'jlv ai'olh r rlj’J * to nfi V* vp b •■kiu an d *-'>ih 
time to jukIi it to the 1-one- I gm. a *-uib Dot «ir Je 
l tit of <!<■• j> - I <«n ind •’ni f-»r ti>- nu> t p_r* tanp od *o 
t il • it in har 1 In om n eh lit 1 die ' * r in it X>i 1 1 
toiiirmv hi « i miuht j-rluj 5 Picture to haiillc ^nic- 
hmtr rr«l r to th ly ton anl to I** deoir/d m mv 
mi maltltti l tit -{rail. tin h n_ one word and then. 
iKth r patterns cot fnm « v-nl p ref and littered 
vit» rat d i. oi -ml -nth at en * .'in'* niv'elf too far I ua 
n * n . [« -n lVIc fur th m or nib oil i leep close to mv 
Milj-<t without vonm_ at in. ••’Ti Lh.Pt and pi asun. 
anl trmn * up mu If t - doubt and univPa-ntv And to mv 
own „<m ramj: m* th 4 i^noram < 

AfJ mo i n di« miK ue th<_ ven anil of Ce^ir 
till rnad< itself «<i eon pinions in marshalling and rfim 
nuiiJinj. thf 1 1 th o f Plur alia was also -efc as c ohci o«s 
•>nd I u i m tlit oft-r affairs of !o*c an J leisure 1 nnn 
mah- a joJnro at of a bor-r not onlr !>v •-eeiiur him when 
L i< »b Tin; oft liic pia*e3 but br lip verv kaIL rat and 
hr in r him stun 1 in the st it 1c 

\m<iTt * t the fnnctiom of the soul there are =ome of a 
If-vrr an J meaner form he who does not se> 1 er m fho “ 
inferior offiffi as w* 11 a* in thew. of nobler note never 
fid!* di=. oitr her and p-Tjdvtziturc she is best hown 
—hi re =ho moves h«r si rap! r pau. The winds of passions 
tak-. mo * bold of her in in her hisfafs* fhelits and the 
rath r l*v reason that he wbolli applies her - If *o ind 
exereiso*. h-r whole virtue upon everv ] articular c oi j«- 
and never haadl’s aoa tlian one thin" at a nine and ha‘ 
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not (ioo.ir.lm" to it Inn n» cording to hors. If Things in 
tvxjHX t to tln’livn'Kj s hnn, j.ora'hui<uri tlinr w.ight, 
inMMitx-* Anil nmdiljoiix hut wlnu vu no,, tiketlnm 
into us tin nml forms I lam is die phtMs 1), itli is 
ternbk t« Clef t**, ( mot* <1 l« C.at<> nidifier* ut in Ax mtc* 
lit ilth, mn‘ < n ms , niilhontx, know h dim rulifs, Inantx, 
.mil their i outturn s. nil strip th» tnselus .it tin ir . nt< ring 
into tts uml r«.in\o a mw ruin* and of oimtlnr lislnon, 
from tlic Mini, and of whit colour, liman hrcjit gntn 
dnrl and of wliat .]inht\, sharp. sweet .1. > p f,j- sutN'riioinl, 
ax Ik st jiltftss « uh of them. for th*i an not agns .1 ujmti 
ant mm man standard «f forms, nil. , or juou crimes , 

• u«rj otn is n ij«u n m In r own dominions ]> t in tin ri - 
fori tin tiu'r* I’tuiM' ottr-ihis upon tin ixtimnl ijmlititf, 
of ilunj. it Ixlung* to 08 to gl\e ours. lv« - m mix ount of 
tin in Ottr itoml or ill Ins no otlnr d* jx tnlcins hut on 
oHtvnlvcs '1’is tin r* that our ofli rings nml our tows nr> 
dm ami not to formin' olio b eo no power over our 
muniUTs, on tin* (outran tli<W draw nml make her follow 
in lb* ir train, ami i-ist Inr in their own nuiuhl Win 
should not I judge of Akxitidcr nt t ihlo noting nml 
<lnnl>mg nt th<> pr.ldigious rati lie Nona times Used to do ; 
Or. if h*’ ji| ni'il at « f« ss - what stringed fnx soul was not 
tout Ins) In tins idle uni . luMisli garni' ' J Ink and mold 
it lx rtUM> it in not plu\ lomigii that it is ton g mu and 
x< rniu« o dnorsinn, and I am nslinmrd to J,n nut ns min.li 
thoughtnndxtudi ujionjt asw.mhl s, ru t.miiihlx'ltcrusex 
lie did not more jnim|> lus i>num> nliouthis glorious expedi* 
turn into the Indu s nor thannnnthermimrai idling n p i^.ige 
upon whu.lt »k'|xndx the « if* t\ of mankind To wlint a 
degri I* elms this nd« ulotisdiuroon molest (lie s>ml i hen 
ill her fniiiltn s au> snminonod togetlur upon this tmi il 
at i mint * md Imu fair an opiiortunitj she hrrem gnus 
non on i to Inmw mid tomnki i right judgment «f hun- 
xolf - I do not more thoroughls sift one, If m unv other 
posture than tins whit passion are we exempted from m 
it ■> Anger, xjnte main., linpituna, ami a lehemuit 
(h sire of getting the liotier in a concern w herein it were 
mo’ve'eiisahle to he ambitions »f Ix-ing oxei<oim., foi to 
he eininini to excel uIhitc the common rite m frivolous 
things nowise lx fits a man of honour What I sax in this 
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rx'tmj'lf mtT Ik* ‘it ! in nil others Ficrr p-artu! erprr 
f raj 1 >vni nt of nm tnauifi fs Imn equally mtli am other 

1* niunttn nnl H'rulitu* w*n two jlnlr«iib r>~ rf 
vlioui tii fir»t fin ling human coalitt it ndinin ns -ml 
yxin not r ij p- iml aJ rv a 11 ut tv i(h a j ■» ring an l Hugh 
mg count irnirt* at henna mvimi-* nting (hit 

‘•mu' oonlittin of ours appear'd nlwim. with a sorrowful 
i<v« 1 and t •nrs in ini eu-. 

\lter 

I.tkbnt nno* i « Jitniro mmernt unum 
1 rfltnli'mtQU" jhiI«« iMa* coni rum 1 . niter 1 

I am clnrh for the first humour nut because it ih more 
I»U i^mt to Uiif.ii thin to w*ap but beenu* it exjn-r'y 
more cont-mj I and condemnation than Uit other and I 
think wo can norer be <lo«.( i«id according to our full do irt 
Cnin| wton and Ik. willing twin to imjh sonic esteem of 
and \ iltn for tii tiling Iwmoanul wlnn it the tinner-, i < 
laugh it ire In that expiated to lie of no moment I d > 
not Hunk tlint wc nrt --o unhappy as we arc ram or lm« 
in us «o much malice n* folh wc arc col <o full of mi thief 
a e inanity nor *o miscrnbli as we arc nie and im-an 
And therefore Diogenn who pjs»od nwar Jin time m 
rolling him=f If m Ins tnli and made nothing of tin gnat 
Alexander esteeming us no 1 Hitter than flic-, or bladder- 
pufTed up with wind was a sharper and more penetrating 
and consequently in nn opinion a justcr juetee than 
Tunon minamcd the Mon Inter, for wlnt a man hates he 
lays to heart Tins list was nu enema to nil mankind 
who passionaUlr desired onr nun and avnli rl our umwr 
sntion ns dangerous proceeding from wicked and deprived 
natures the other valued ns ‘•o little that we could neither 
trouble nor infect him ha our evample and left us to herd 
one with another not out of fear hut from contempt of 
our society concluding us ns incapable of doing good as 
ill 

Of the same strain. wn= Statilius* answer when Brutus 
courted him into the conspiracy against Onsar. he was 
satisfied that the enterprise was just but he did not think 

1 The one ah ny=» when he stepped over his threshold laughed 
at tt cworld, the other nli ay nept — Ju\E> vl Sat a ES 
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mankind worths of n wise man's concern , 1 according to 
the doctrine of Hegisms, ■who said, that a wise man ought 
to do nothing bat for himself, forasmuch as he onli w-as 
•wortln of it * and to the saying of Theodoras that it mis 
not reasonable a wive man should hazard lmnself for Jus 
countn , ami endanger wisdom for a company of fools 1 
Onr condition is ns ridiculous ns risible 


CHAPTER LI 

OF TUL \ AS ITT OF WORDS 

A miETonciAN of tunes past «aid, that to make little 
things appear great was his profc-sion This was a Mjpc- 
maker, who can mohe ft great shoo for a little foot 1 T]ip\ 
would in Sparta hare «<.nt such a f< How to In whipped fur 
making proieasion of a truhs aud deceitful art , and I fanrv 
i lyjf An lurt-niUS wt'n w.>- tjijpnf fl>at roWPlrt was 1 bl*/t 
surprised it the answer of Thiuadidts when iinitunn** of 
Imn, wlmh was the lwttir wrestler. Fancier or lm Imre- 
iih.nl that it was hard to nfluaii for when I Imre thrown 
Imn, sud he. Ju always persuades the spect itor*> that lie 
h id no fill and tames awav tV pn/e * The wutneu who 
punt pounce and planter up thur ruins, filling tip thur 
wrmUes and deformitiis are K" to Minif if is 

no two 1 1 matter whether are «oe them in their natural c«*m. 
plosions , whereas these make it thur btiMm-s t.> doain 
jmt our Mght only hut our judgment- and to ndnlti rite 
tu*d i .irrupt tlm very t —•■nee of thine- The repul 'hi - that 
line maintained tlu>m«olr<- in a regular aud well snohlh-l 
guu'racmat «ucha« the-' of I,aeo*1<, men nn.l CM« hnl 
ottitor- in na re*n cri f i-'ota An-M rj-h dr Jit,, d 
rhetoric to 1- ' n eu. o«* to l- r-ua-le the |»«pt** rg, , 
and H do “ an art tn flail* r -nil dec* ive ‘ An 1 the* . w he 

* 1 1. f wh I ifr «* J ,-a a.', c 3. ’ f* V* ' * ^ 

5 I Watch 1 u of IN -ade*. c 5 <s'-i tilw II I 

' \ j tt ’ thi-p w 



3‘0 r,i fur \ v\ 1T1 Of n ot r 

If'iiv it mtli _ u n! 3 n[t » t nfi tt r! r< ij tit in 
Hi ir jr jt- lb M liimii ljp- will j * siifl r th ir 
lul ir i* t t» m tnn»«-l m it a l»in,j n« ! > r n 1 til' 
\tn uuu [>. n-< mm. jf Ji r- j»nn ini' rwju n<< tb 
J i~> ti 1 it % r* it 1» in„ in th* irciti < f unit r a! » -in 1 1 
Hr*! th j nn ijnl j^rt "'ll* h i*. tojn n • *!i if! 't 1 o 
nth th ir x ’■biro- and |**r rati a 0 'a U ttUti awav 
lis in n_in inr nt *1 to man _ ml unvirnadis rkrlr 
ai 1 tumult i is nbi I an J that n t* r is uu ns of bit 
lih i In "i t tli siih in o di'ranj o e u 3 snjf In tlio*i. 
"ti r tli ml ar <r tin i.amrart rrboth t<* th r bn 
Ih n -’ll |n>- r r »l atil a! h- trt „-itc tli liw n in tli ■* r»f 
Uhi be in«l Rw an I nJi* r <h jmlht affur* 
ha Kan in a continual t*uni» * of commo ion t« «n li 
J lnr«.>» have tip ontnn alwite r j .nr. <1 \ml in fnith \u- 
sltill find ffT j-r-nns in tht-c roj ill Ik who Inn. [U«htd 
th ir fortune to int't,Toat d*-_r tof rrntaenc- irrthont (It* 
a istaiK of * toquenc Pumper Cx'ar Cras«n« Tiiii.uUu* 

1/ ntul is 'Vf* .lint thence tool tlitirJmfta c j run. to 
mount to that donro* of authonti at which thev at las* 
imn>3 malirnr it «f ifnat<r ii«t tn ihim than arms c n 
tnrr to tin* njirnon of Ixtttr t mu fur I, Volmnmas 

■jH-iUr, [uUjiIt ui favour of tin. taction of Q Fabius 
and Tub Diain to tlx consular (Input i Th(.°e art 
men 'ai 1 he bora for war and wit id esnentma m 
the rmnVt of the fonjrao altogether wantmi' 6pini* trul r 
consular Tin. subtle eloquent and learned art onlrgond 
fer the eitv to maho pr.elore of to administer justice 1 
Floqiicinv imisr flourished at Fume wlnn the public iffair= 
were in the worst condition and most di«qiueted mth in 
t**stinc commotions as a free and unfilled sod bears the 
worst weeds Bv which it should s*a.m that a monarr Lieal 
eflrcrrment Ins 1e > need of it than ant other for the 
'tupidrtv and (ftcibfr natural to tire common people and 
that render them subject to be tamed and twined and led 
be the ear* 1 ~ this charmin'' harm out of word= without 
wtjclimq or considerm" the truth and reahtv of things hr 
the force of reavin tin* facility I sar i not easily found 
in a arable person and it is al c o more ease bv "ood ediica 
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turn anti advice to secure him from the impi essicm of this 
poison There was never any famous orator known to come 
out o£ Peisia or Macedon 

I h«no entered into this discouise upon the occasion 0 f 
an Italian I lately leceiyed into my service, and who was 
cleik of the kitchen to the late Cardinal Caiaffa, till lug 
death I put this follow upon an iccount of his oiW 
when lie fell to discourse of tlna palate science, with such 
a settled countenance and ma.gis.teml gravity as if lie had 
been handling some profound point of divuntj He made 
a learned distint tion of the several sort s ot appetites , of 
that a- man lias before he begins to eat, and of thngp after 
the second and third service , the means snnply to satisfy 
the first, and then to raiee and actuate tin other two , the 
ordering of the sauces, first m general, and then proceeded 
to the qualities of the ingredients and their effects , the 
different es of salads ac< ording to their seasons, tlioso which 
ought to be served up hot and which cold , the manner of 
their garnishment and decoration torendci them acceptable 
to the e, e Alter which he entered J t on the order ot the 
whole service, f«?f of weighty and important cwiiiS'rJerfiiivrns 
*' Nee miuimo sum iWnmiae refert, 

Quo gc-un lepurcs, et quo galjma stcilur , ” 
and all this set out with lofty anil magnificent, words, the 
very same we make use of when wc discourse of the goi i in- 
men t of an empire Wh'i b learned lecture of mv man 
bi ought this of Teien^e into iny memory 

“ Hoc sal nil in est, hoc adustum «st, hoc lan turn cst par uni 
Illud rccte iterum sic memento vdulo 
Money, fpi e possum, pro men sapientia 
Pnstrcmo, tanqu on in R|tecnliiiu in patinas, Tlemca, 

Inspicere jubsy, ct moneo, ijind rncto usus sit 

And jet even the ff reeks thcmscln.8 verj inach admired 

1 “ Nor luth less discrimination observes how we should carve 
a hare, ami how a hen " — Ilvfnal flnt V 123 
* “ This is too ‘■alt, th U s numt, that s not washed enough that’s 
will remember to do so another time Tims do I ever sdvu? 0 
them to hive things dono properly, according to mj capacity , and 
lastly, Domea I command m> cooks to look into ei en dish oa if it 
Here a mirror, and tell them aha t tlrej si onld do Tsi EVes, 


Addph , 
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and highly applauded the order and disposition that Panins 
iEtnihus olibemd m tie feast lie gai e them at iiis return 
from Jfacedon 1 * But I do not here speak of effects, X speak 
of words only 

I do not know whether it map have the same operation 
upon other men that it has upon me, but when T hear onr 
architects thunder out their bombast words of pilasters, 
architraves, and cornices, of the Corinthian and Done 
orders aud suchlike jargon, mr imagination is presently 
possessed with i he palace of Apolhdou when, after all, 1 
find thorn but the paltry pieces of toy own kitchen door 

To hear men talk of metouonues, metaphors, and alle- 
gories, and other grammar words, would not one think 
they sigmhed some rare and erotic form of spelling 9 
And vet they are phrases that are no better tbaa the 
chatter of my chambermaid 

And fliiB other is a gulleiy of the same stamp, to dll 
tLe offices of our kingdom by tie lofcfcy titles of the 
Romans though they have no similitude of function, and 
still less of authority and power And this also, which I 
doubt will one day turn to the reproach of this age of onr& 
unw orthily and indifferently to confer upon any we think 
fit the most glorious surnames with which antiquity 
honoured but one or two persons m several oges PI ito 
carried away the surname of Divine, by so universal a 
consent that never anv one repined at it, or attempted to 
take it from him and yet the Italians, who pretend, and 
with good reason to mr>ro sprightly wits and sounder sense 
than the other nat'.one of their time have lately bestowed 
the same title upon Aretin, w whose writings, sai e tumid 
phrases set ont with ■’mart periods ingenious indeed but 
far fetched and fantastic, and the eloquence *be it what it 
mar, I see nothing ut him above the ordinary writers of 
his time, so far is be from approaching the ancient divinity 
And we mate nothing of giving the surname of great to 
princes who have nothing more than ordinary m them 

1 PIntarch, in vita c. JJ 

i ' A necromancer v bo figures in “ Amadis of Gfttu. 
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CHAPTER U3 

OF TB£ PAJR8JUOVT OF THE AXCIBUT* 

Attimjs Reoulob, general of the Roman. army m Africa 
m the height of all his glorj and victories o,er tie <} a£ . 
thagmians, wrote to tlie Ropuldn. to ncyuaiut them that a 
certain land he, had left in trust with his estate, which was 
in all but seven <icn>b of land, had mu away with ill Jus 
instruments of husbandry and entreating thuicfoie that 
they would pleise to tall lmu home that he might take 
order iu his own affuirh, lest ins wife and children should 
Biiffei by tins di-a^ter Whereupon the Senate appointed 
another to manage Ins business, caused bis losses to be 
made good, aud ordered his family to be maintained at the 
public tspe’iso * 

The older Cato,' returning consul fioin Spain, sold lus 
war- horse to we the money it would ham cost m bunging 
it back hr sea mto Italy , and hemg Governor of S vrdhim, 
he made all his visits on foot, without nthei ti an than one 
oflicei of the Republic who carried lus lolx, anil a center 
foi sai rihccs, n ud foi tiie most part carried bis trunk him- 
self He bragged that bo had never worn a gown that cost 
above ten clowns, um had. ever sent above ten pence to tho 
mniket for ono il iy'’s provision , and that ns to his <utinfcry 
bouses he laid not one that was rough cast on the outside 
Scipio ASmilianUs, 1 * 3 nftei two triumphs and two consul 
ships, went iu embassy with no more than seven servant* 
in lus tram ’Tis said that Homer had nei er more than 
one, Plato threr, and Zeno, fouuder of the sect of Stows, 
none at oh 4 Idieuus Gracchus was allowed but fhepence 
halfpenny a day when employed as pubbe minister about 
the public affairs, and being at that tune the gieatest mftn 
oi Rime * 

1 Yal Ma< , n 4, 6 4 Plutarch, in vita, t3 

5 Val Mai , n 8, 13 ‘ Seneca, Consolat act Heh , c. 12, 

8 Plutarch, m vita, c. 4 
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of t 'ui’fi o» 

It .1 >i nil * ’Jiirinn' ' !« tor j hill* imw l<r*troO upon 
ur h >■ m J mjln tit* tirur vt t > jm nd in prrijtp into 
«lli r Hi n ■» i ‘ion-. in i <!t-r i.trmc thin.'' mhfttif ti" ' i 
1 sun in in mr «>«■» ililitH-. w> f-houNl sx»n jnruivc of 
hiii' inlirin -in*] ifc-uimi; loit'ml this, fihnc of our< i» 
< >mj i| Ik it nrt .i ungulnp t> «tinn»nr *if lmj ri' tifin 
that vi nnoot tM thli-h our Mtisfwtion in tnr«>n«> thine, 
uni tint > u u our own timv in 1 dtiirt fh«uM deprive Ua 
i.f til. [i »vir ti> iJrno win* j. nu>*t jirojur and m fit! for 
it- Ann j, * 1 proof of tin- n tin croat dispute that 
his - nr In i n among-l the jAnli =opb> r of Endin': out 
turn % mun ien .Mod tint lontinnrs nt and mil ct rnillv 
i unttnni without -olntmn or inord 

Du 111 iiV't ifitiA aw mu* 1 1 ct njs.nin uletur 
< item |r*toIiul iiuuin lontipt illo I numu' 

1 tMtl» llJOft tOJRt 

W1nt< nr it islha* f ill-, into our Inowlodtre and possession 
ive find that it atisfks not and vo still pant afiertluog* to 
uitiieund unknown inasmuch as those present do not stifliu 
for it*. , not that m mi judgment Cher have not in them 
win renth to do it but Is'cann we *eir<_ them with an uu 
rulv and immoderate hast® 

\aai fjoum n lit hie nd netuni qui Di^lat n it- 
J-t p«r jut (w tut vilniu ivii irleie I u tain 
Omnn jun Km morHhhns e-v pint i , 

X).i itu- Iionunc it honore et Hu (e polento 
VUm.tr oi/pir tnaa luiionini evcUr re Hma , 

J>ce nur.u- c-*e <!oidi luiqtiini tnmen anna corda, 

1 “ fliit winch we desire wem- the most desirable thin? in the 
worl 1 thm i hen vt line pat it »e w mt -eDictJun^. cl c, ti 
cur tiie sanif thint — Llci ftjl- m 109 j 
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Atque minium lnfwtis cop semre qncreiix 
Jntellewt iln ntiuin ins eliieerp lp'Um, 

On ii*a<3 le dims > itia, ivmimpiu intn<t, 

(fit i collftta fons ct commotl t qt) • que venlrent ” 1 


Our appetite is irresolute and fickle , it can neither keep nor 
enjot ant fliinp- with u good grace and man concluding it 
to 1)0 the fault of the things, he is possessed of, fills him self 
with and feeds upon the idea of tilings he neither knows 
nor understands, to which be deiot^s his hopes an d Ins 
dosne« pat uu» them all levr-rence and lionoui, according to 
the saving ot C\esar ‘ Connnuui fit ntio natural, nt inn sis, 
lihtantibus iftpit jncognitis rebus Ding’sconfid.imiis, itdie- 
mentiusque e\terreauiur ” " 


CHAPTER LIT 


OF tUN SUBTLETIES 


Therf are n sort of little Luncks and frivolous subtleties 
funn v Inch men sometimes expect to derive reputation and 
applause ns poets who compose "hole poems with overt 
line beginning w ith the same letter , tie see the shnjies of 
eggs, globes, Wings, and lntohets nit out In the nnennt 
Greeks b\ tl» measure of tbeir verges. making them lunfnr 
or shorter, to rquesent sut.Ii oi such a figure Of tins 
nature was Ins < mplov went who made it Ins business, to 
compute mto hov man) several orders the lelteis of the 


1 » 1 \ K when be saw tint alum t nil things noces-nnh require,! 
lor snlKistcncc anil which mav rentier liti comfertnbU, irt> alfcatK 
nromml to thur hand Hint men ntw almndnnth attain vt i alfli, 
.y-n-e nun rniwrfl in the reputation of their children, v r t 
that, noUitlistandin" cion one livsnone the le^ui hi® heart niul 
lunue anvictie' and a mtnil m*hved hv auanm, complaints la 
v.i« that the ic— -el itself was in mult, nmi Hint all goal Hung. 
vlntJi "ere bnwylit »nt« »t from awthntit were f]*'ilt hr Us osn 
iniiHrlovtion- — IlCintts vi o 

> Ti. the enninitm v ire ol nature tint arc at n 
entih.il tui and wine the greater nimrehonsmt.. 

HiM't ii, co»reo!e*! and unknown — IK IhUn Ott t ,■ 





fjO or v M’S 'iBiirriE? (fooii 

*1j1j Vt might ly transposed &nl found ont lliat tnae- 
dil It, n itnbr'rmcQti ncd tn Plutarch I am nu 5 hiilr p!oa e A 
with t) 1 uao tr of him who having a nuc brought be- 
f t- 1 1 fl that ha J homed to throw a grain of millet With 
mi h dcfttntr and assurance ns never to im s the of .i 
tit lie at id Swiss; orterward® entreated to give something 
f r the reward i»r so rare ,i performance he jteasantlr and 
in mv opinion justlv ordered a certain number of basbelr 
<’f th** same izrain to lit, d f hvered to him that he might nor 
■want wherewith tocscrci • so famous an art Tma'tron® 
evidence of & Weak judgment when men ajprOTC of things 
for timer being rare and new or for their diffiuiltr whore 
worth and u»efulo ss are not conjoined to recommend 
them 

I come just now from planner with mv own farad r at 
who could find out the most th ogs that hold by thou two 
extremities as Sire winch is a title given to the greatest 
person in the nation th** king and al«o to flic vulgar a c 
merchant® hut never to anv denreo of men between. The 
women of great qualitv are called Dame® inferior gentle 
women Demowtlles and the meanest sort of women 
Darner a® the first The cloth of slate over our tables is 
not permitted but m th palace- of princes and m invent 
Democritus ‘aid that cods and boast* had sharper ®cn c e 
than men who are of a middle Form The Bomans wore 
the same hat it at funerals and feasts It is most certain 
that an extreme fear and an extreme ardour of courage 
eijuallv rouble aud relux the l*£h The n ickna me of 
Trembling nth which (her sumamed Sancbo XTT. King 
of "N avarre telU tL. that valour will cause a rremhlin?in the 
limbs as well a® fear Those who Were arming that line or 
some other person who upon the Jibe occasion was wont to 
be in the -aine disorder tried to compose hua b y represent 

AlenaBtSer as mav V ee» in QiuntiJ Iiwtanl Orat. bt i 
cap 20 there he define* \ are n-r^o, to b» a certain unncces aiy 
imitation m a*t w fetch reallv doe* ne th&r stood ror harm but r 
a unprofitable and ridiculous as wa. the labour of that n an w ho 
had ‘o perfectlr learned to cast email pea® fhron b tie ece of a 
nwdle at a quod distance that 1 e never ini* erf one and was 
ja-th rewarded writ a sad bi aievsn ler wlio saw fl e p»r 
lorjDonce, with a I a tie! orpei. — CO’TE, 

* Plutarch De Plant PJwcMjph. tv 10 
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mg the danger less he was going to engage himself in 
“ loiiBndcKit indmciU," said he, “for could my flesh know 
the danger my courage will pieseutiy carry it into, it would 
sink down in the ground " The faintness that surprises us 
from frigidity or dislike in tin e\cieiscs of Venus are also 
occasioned by a too violent desire raid an immoderate beat 
Extreme eoldQ i*w and extreme heat hoil and roast Am 
totle says, that sows of lead will melt »nd run with cold 
and the rigom of winter just ns with a vehement heat 
Desire and satiety fill all tin. gradations above and below 
pleasure with pun Stnpnlitv and wisdom meet in the 
same centro of sentiment and lesohition, in the sufferuig of 
human accidents The wise control and tnuiopb oiei ill, 
the others know it not these last .ire, a* n man raii\ say, 
on tins side of accidents, the others are beyond them, who 
after having well weighed and considered th»n qualities 
measured and judged them what they are, by virtue of i 
vigorous soul lean out of their reach , they disdain and 
trample them underfoot, having a solid and well fortified 
'■oul, against which the dart* of foilune, coining to shite, 
must of access’ ty lcbound and blunt tliemsclve 0 , meet mg 
with a body upon which they can hx no impression , the 
ordui.ii) and. middle eamlitiou of men are lodged betwixt 
tlie'e two extremities, consisting of smli ns peicr-ive evils 
feel them, and are not able to suppoi t them Infancy and 
deciepitudc meet in the imbccilitv ot the brain , avarice 
and profusion m the same thirst an<l desire of geft.ng 
A man may s.i> with «ome colour of truth that there is 
nu Abecedarian ignorance that precedes knowledge, aud a 
doctoral ignorance that comes after it , au iguorauee that 
knowledge creates and begets, at the same hmc that it 
despatches and destroys the first Of mean understandings, 
little inquisitive and little instructed, arc made good 
Christians, who hj lexerenre and obedience amply believe 
and are comtart in then belief Id the average under* 
standings and the middle eort of capacities, the erroi of 
opinion is begotten , they follow the appearance of the first 
impicssion, and bare some colour of reason on their side 
to impute our walking on in the old beaten p ith to aim- 
plicitv and strupiditv, meaning ns who have not informed 
out* elves by study The higher aud nobler souls, more 
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»1iJ ftii 1 <k ir lighted nuK up anoth r rod of t rue It* 
It <n- »l»iU 1 1 ti^rttil n ligtmi*. limit lgd mu * f 'nrtli 
Iim Ittiii 1 ill iwr Hid more puu tnf ir*^ ink flic 
J> ji] lilt 1 an] liti 4 diM.oit.ftd tin. mysterious itid dime 
•. n1 f ur l (] Mft'-ft il [luliK, jiKlvtfwo set pom" who 
In tin itnl U l stoj lute arm . <} n t tint snpftnn ilium, 
v.ith tntruilmis fruit and confirmation is to Dig utmost 
limit cf tfjmtnn intelligence amlenjot tkmntort wiii 
gatf ‘f in Hi il lou-ihlKin humble* achnowlckmuit of 
the, ditioi / luj'ir rt f«.nu it ran ot manners nud * insular 
wodiatt IJ>» ti it tot* nJ with the v to rink thiw* oilier-, 
v ho t<> ‘St ir tin him Ivin. from nil suspicion of tkir former 
error* und tc utisfi nn that thu art sound and firm 
rumkr tk inches citnmelt indict root and unjust m tlie 
an ) iiifr on our t mst. anti blemish it v, ith infinite reproaches 
of unlaid tnd o('[ rcistoti The simple peasant* are good 
J coph run] hi) nrt. the philosophers ot wbntci er the present 
•i B t c ills thorn men of strong And clear reason and whose 
fimtk ore uirick 1 with itt ample instruction of profit iblo 
science 1 * *1 ho tnongi els who It n c disdained the first form 
of tin tg/ioruicc of letters and have not been able tout Uuu 
to tlie oilier (sittiug lieUixt two stools, is land a great 
ranni more of us do) arc dangerous foolish and import u 
note , these arc they that trouble* the vrorld And thcrefoio 
it is that I form; ownj trt retreat ismueh tslian towards 
the first and uxtnrtl station whence I so vatiily attempted 
to ad i a nee 

Popular and punch natural poem Iris in it certain 
artless graces by which bln may come info comparison 
with the great.. it beaut) of poetic perfected bp art is wi? 
see m our ffascun rillanelc md the songs that are brought 
us ftom nations th it lmvc no knowledge of any manner of 
science noi so much as the use of writing The middle 
sort of pocs> betwixt these two is deapised of no value 
honour or esteem 

But seeing that the patli once iaid open to the fancy I 
Lave found as it commonly fill, out that wlrit we hue 
taken for a difficult oxucuc and araie subject proves to be 


expiesMon, and indicated its nature 


cniploi cti for file first time, 
roa AfoBC4ii 0 cie created the 
— Annul. 
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nothing so ind that after the invention is once warm, it 
finds out an infinite number of parallel examples I shall 
onle add this one — 'that, were these Essen s of mine con- 
siderable enough to Uesene a critical judgment it might 
then, I think, tall out that the\ would not much take with 
common and i nl&tu capacities, nor be vert acceptable to 
the singular and excellent sort of men , the first would not 
understand them enough, and the last too much , and so 
tin a mav hover ui the mid die re gum 


CHAPTER LV 

or SMELIA 

It has l>eeu leportcd of tome, as ot Alexander the (3re.it, 
that their sweat exhaled an odoriferous snail, occasioned 
b\ some ure and evtiuordmar) constitution of whnh 
Plntarih nud otlnrs hau. been inquisitive into the came 
But thp ordinarv cjimtitution of human bodies is quite 
otherwise and their best and chiefest 0U< llenci is to lie 
exempt from smell Nav , the sw* etuess even ot the puuat 
breath lias nothing in it of greater peife< turn than to be 
without am offensive smell, bLt those of healthful children, 
which nude Plautus sav, 

“ Mulu r turn bene olet, ubi mini olet " 1 II 
And such a6 rnabi use oi fine exotic perfumes arc with good 
reason to be suspected ot some natural unpertechnn whieh 
thev cndeaioui bv tin sr odours to conceal 

To smell, though well is to stink 

“ Hide* nos, Confine, ml oknlos 
Mnlo, ijuiun bene ole re, ml olere ” 

I "tshe smells sweetest who smells not it all ’ — FlAtTUs, 
Mast cl, i 3 11b 

II “loi hnp'i it »e, Co- vimi', Ucui't i am not scented I 
would, ratbet than sun. 11 swict, not smell »t all — M uriu., \i 
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And • U«h<r». 

i* • ’fi (in- n«.i nlnt, qui )>■ i‘ “'•mp* r »Jet 
I .ini >it u rth« b a gr* it Ini«r of l'*w> 1 sinolle, and^inurli 
■I imu it- tin ill <m< . which al«o I *-c<.nt at a gr-sitor dl*- 
tin » I tli mk than other mm 

Nwii if -uranu- itnti- Mon'. 

JMx { « - »n r THi" hir nti- i'iil»t liirvtt-* in ail* 

V : vm r <ni- w s ' nlu [at* at ‘•a? * “ 

Ot mi> II s - Ilit" ’•imp!** and natural m to uv* the moat 
pi- v>iu.r I,| th< lvln-> ]<K>k to that for ’tis tint ils tlt"ir 
roue' rn amid tin* must profound Irirlnn-ra, 5 the So’vthm 
v r nion afi> r bat him? were oont to p«Wer ind crust their 
f>0.s ami all thur Ix-Jh**; with a certain odoriferous dm? 
-iruvintr in th.ir enuntn which hone cleaned off, when 
thei tame to line familianti nth inert they were found 
j» rfunutl ami *.k» ! ’Ti' not to lie l^olioa t-rl how strang. It 
nl! -orts of odours tl> aio to me and how apt ma «tin i-. 
to imlnlHMiirm HV tliat loroplains of nature that ‘he hit' 
not furnished mankind with a vehicle to comer smells to 
the nose, h id no reason , tor they will do it thoni'ilve*-, 
OipniiUi to me , mv wrr niiwathios, winch are full, jut- 
form tlmt o(fiw , for if I stroke them but with mv glow 
or liandhtri Wf the smell will uot Out a whole daa tlici 
manifest where I hare been nnd the close, luscious, devour- 
ing, viscid, melting kisses of youthful ardour in mj wanton 
acre left a swetlne-s upon mV bps for several hours after 
And vet I have ever found nn 'elf little subject lo epi- 
demic disease--, that are caught, either I it conversing with 
the sxth or bred hi the contagion of the air, and have 
< -taped £mm tho-e of ina time of which there have lieen 
several sorts in our si ties and armies TVs read of Soerates 1 
that though he never departed from Athens, during the 

1 “Ptisflmmn*, Hess bo ever smetL. nt scents rfoe.- not smell well ” 

— '\I\rnu-,il 12,1-1 

“ Mj no-e i' quicker to =ccnt a iehd sore or a rank armpit, 
than a do," to '■mcfl out the ludden go* ’ — Hor-ACE LpoJ ail- 4 
“ En laplu* e-pca-c bartnne,'’ ninth Cotton sinjrnhrly convert- 1 
into “the tnldert part- o£ thw uj and Coste rollon = him thither 
1 Diogene> LktIiil-, n. “ta unit* 
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frequent plagues that infested that city, bp only was never 
infected 

Physicians might I believe, extract greater utility from 
odours than they do, for I hare often observed that they 
cause an alteration in me and wort upon uiy spirits accord- 
ing to their seveial vntnes , which makes me approve of 
what is said, that the use of incense aud perfumes in 
churches, so ancient and so universally received m all 
nations and religions, ira« m tended toihtyi us, and to rouse 
and purify the senses the bettor to fit us for contemplation 

I could have been glad, the better to judge of it, to have 
tasted the culmaiy art of those cooks who had so rare a 
way of seasoning exotic odours with the relish of meats , 
as it was partituiaih observed m the sen ice oi the King of 
Turns, who in our dai s 1 landed at Naples to liav e an inter- 
view with Charles the Emperor Hi« dishes were laided 
with odoriferous drugs to that degree of exp' use th it the 
cookery of one peacock and two pheasants amounted ton 
hundred ducats to dress them aftei their lash uni , md 
when the carver came to cut them up, not onh the dining- 
room but all apartments of bis palace nud the adjoining 
streets were filled with an aromatic vnpoui which dul not 
presently vanish 

My cliicfest caic in choosing mj lodgings is always to 
avoid a thick and stinking air , aud those beautiful cities, 
Venice nud Pans, very much lessen tlic kindness I have for 
them, the one hr the offensive smell ot her marshes sad 
the other of her dirt 


CHAPTER LVI 

or PPXTEKS 

I propose formless and undetermined fancies, like those 
who publish doubtful questions, to be after disputed upon 
in the schools, not to establish truth but to seek it , and I 


1 SlnJei fi-isKttii, in J3t3 
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[poof L 

MiJmitlh mi th judgin' ids of th»* i Jios ofic itMr 
r julil i i rmim ml i imm mill ) ut mo wf t 
m> ' ri (I i ■» I> t what I 1) r< nt donn mut with 

< it ti ii r ajjjiti 1} shall lu. ,f tq» t ] mlconK* slid 

utltvi in i 1» for 1 nn 1 mrint,4‘ nl)«ur<]nn3 
in 1 1 i if it tliim.' shall lw J niij thr ik.Ii ipnorn » or 

|R* if ri » v < i b-d in tin- rlnpe h untran to th 

litlv r Jut ij ri l | r s. nj (Kiiifcfif (1 Clthrhr \po foil' 
in i 1! no in ( finr ft into si hn*h I \m l» rn in 1 m u fin’ll I 
t ill <li \n 1 ret iltTir- Mil nnttmp t-i the author: t. of 
tli ir n* it tin h In nn il» c Inf t.ower ovt_r ini' I thu 
n lilt v nl tr t 1 ri rnlnmr as in tr> itmp ujk»d this ]»r> 
s»r>t s il | 

I him r n t it <r tin I am wmiu I it 'wee ) j a parti 
c liar f uour f ih* tbswc Inputs a cortam form of j nvcr 
Ii i<* l>c n i r iTilml an 1 «lirlit« 1 t<> m w r 1 In word from 
tin mouth ff bod Him If Iluu iserlvai of ojinmo that 
we nrnJit t> bn t n iron, frt'jnjof ii®elbuMrescfi'ir. 
a ml if I vi re swirtbt to i Jn at the sitting d >tvti to and 
n«mrr from cur fat lo at our n«iiu from aw) comp to lad 
ind in i v* rr particnl ir action w|io»vm j riser is u ed I 
would tin Chn«tun« shears male use of tlielnrd sTraser 
if tut alow s 1 1 it ft ist alware Z7ic Churdi mas ho dbcri 
md <liT*rsifv {rarer-. according to the Be e-etta of our 
instruction for I )aiosr rerr troll that it i altrass the firme 
in ptilKWiKO and tlie c ime tiling but vet such" a puritan* 
oiglittw Ik men to that pnser tint tb“ jKJople should 
litre it contmmllr in tlieir mouths for it is most certain 
that all risers m j ehtinnsan cotnprel ended m it and that 
it is mfinitelr jwoper ter aliofea-ioiis Tiotheonlr fitivcr 
I u*(* in all pint irul mnditions and ninth I still rej oat 
itist ad of Chinan.. whence it iho happen* tliat I have no 
other so uitu>'lr hr heart as that 

It just non- came into in r mind whence it is we should 
dom e that »m>r of harm" recourse to Godm all onr designs 
and eatery n«o to call Itini to our assistance in all sorts of 
affairs and in aJJ place where our syeahne stands in need 
of support v jthout considering whether the occasion bp just 
or otherwise and to msotc Hi* name and power m si bat 
state soever wc are or action we ire engaged m howsoever 
Ticions He is indeed our sole and unique protector and 
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can do all tilings for us but though He is pleaded to lionuui 
us with this sweet paternal alliance, He is, notwithstanding, 
as just as Ho is good and might} , and inert oiten eveimes 
His justice than His power, and favours ut. atcoi ding to 
that, and not according to our petitions 

Plato mhis Laws 1 mates tlnee sorts nf belief nyuiious 
to the Gods, “that there arc none , that the} concern not 
themselves about oui affairs , that the) neiei refuse any- 
thing to Our vows, offerings, and saentn e* ” The lirst of 
these errors (a< cording to his opinion), nevei continued 
rooted m any man from Inn infancy to Ins old age , the 
other two, lie confesses,, men might be oh fanate in ' 

God’s justice and His povei are inseparable , 1 tis m vuin 
we invoke His ponei in an unjust cause We are to hai e 
our souls puie and clean, at that moment at l»ast wlieicra 
we prar to Him, and purified fiom all vicious passions, 
otherwise we ourselves present Him the rods wherewith lo 
chastise us , instead of repining anything w. have done 
amiss, we double the wickedness and the offeuce when we 
offer to Him, to whom we are to sue for paidon, an affection 
full of irreverence and hatred Which males me not vcij 
apt to applaud those whom I observe to he so frequent on 
their knees, it tho actions nearest to the prajer do not gne 
me some evidence of amendment and reformation, 

“ fii, nnctnmm ndnlter, 

Tcinporo Sajitonwo yelns ailnpeitit oucnllu ,J 

And the practice of a man who nm.es devotion with an 
evccrahle lite seems m Borne sort more to be condemned 
than that of a man confoi mahle to his own propension, and 
dissolute throughout, and for that reason it is that our 
Chutch denies .idnuttanre to and communion villi men 
obstinate and incorrigible in any notorious wickedness 
Wc pray only by custom and foi fashion’* *nhe , or, rather 
y\e lead 01 pionounco oui prayers aloud, a kick is no bettei 
than iuihypoeiitical shoyv of devotion , and I am tcandnlist d 

1 Kook \ at tho beginning , . , 

* "It a Hi' ’lit adulterer, thou covered tliy head vita a Syntonic 
cowl”— J uvenal, Sat ini 144 Tlie Snntones \me the people 
vlio inhabited Somtonge in Fiance from whom the Roman* deni »i 
the u*e of hoods or cow Is cov enng die licad and face 
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to -ee a mao cro s him elf thnce at lie Benedicite, and as 
often at Grate (and the mote b»can«e it is a sum I hate 
in CTcat Teneraaon and continual n e even when I Tawn ‘) 
and ‘o dedicate all the other honr= of the dav to acts of 
inahw* avarice and injustice One hour to God the rest 
to the devd, a. if hv compxntion and compensation. ’Tjs 
a wonder to see actions «o various in themselves succeed 
one another Kith «uch an amformrtv of method c° not to 
interfere nor * offer anv alteration even upon the verv 
confine* and f<a«»e^ from the one to the other What a pno- 
ditnous con«uenee must that he that can be it quiet 
wi hm it s elf whilst it harbours under the «anie roof with 
«o aareemc and o calm a 'ocietv both the crime and tb* 

A man who e whole meditation i continuaUv workin? 
upon nothing bin impuntv which he Innwr to he so odious 
io Almighiv God what can he «av rhea he comc» to c poxl 
to Hun - He draws. l<ich hut iinmetbattlv fills into a 
relapse If tne object of divine justue and the pre-ence 
of his HaLt.r did as he pretend® = tribe an 1 chastise hi' 
'oral how short soever the repentance mieht lv> the v«.rv 
fear of offendintr the infinite Mnj*'*v would =o often pn 
c °nt it«— If to hi' mnainition tha‘ lie would « mb *ie him'i-lt 
roarer 0 f tho-e vices tha ’re mo=t mtnnl and leiiimrn 
m him But vb?t 'hall we «av of tho'*. who with* thur 
whole ejtir-’ of hte upon the profit and an .lumen of »in- 
which tW know to U' mortal How mam trade' -ul 
“r-catiom hive Wt fl]mi*i*-d and coun'emno’d am on •'( «' 
who— verv «.««tn©- is viciou' An<l he that coaf 'tot! 
him ft to tn» vutunxanlv to'd mo that h° hail iU hi 
h r t ‘lUiepre^s •*! ini p~v ]S«-d i nliciin n his opi.no i 
datimal 'e and cretrarr to tha* he had m hn hfr* onli t > 
j n r?v hi' credit and Ik honovwof bw cm; lovtn a*' li >* 
MiUbs' ounce «nCcr o infamous a c nfe J on ' IV b 
Cnn m n «av to th dmneju'fj'r up-on (hi« 'til j'.'-t Tlitir 
rep- stents c»n«. tins m a n«il b ’rd num' t raj amen 
tl . !•". the «*’ou>- of dl<-jn_> >t V*ti t G~i if l uan 
Are ti lnruhaf a* to <n. f r p«i 4 i r fl wi'hont 


* 1 It,...- qnird j' 1 'Hill* ** x t *} Co nn raa 1 fra , 1 t y n 
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satisfaction and without penitence 9 I look upon these a$ 
in the same condition with the first hut the obstinacy i, 
not there so easy to he overcomt- This contrariety 
volubility of opinion so sudden, so violent, that they feign _ 
aie a kind i>f miraele to me they present us with the stab! 
of au indigestible agony of mind 
It seemed to me a fantastic, imagination in those who, 
these late years past, were wont to reproach ci cry man thev 
knew to ho of any extraordinary parts and made profession 
of the Catholic religion, that it was but outwardly , mains 
taming, moreover, to do him honour forsooth, that whatever 
he might pretend to the contrary lie could not hut in lm 
heart be ot their reformed opinion An untoward disease 
that a man should be m riveted to his own liehef ns to 
fond th.'t others einnot believe otherwise tLnc ns he does, 
and worse, that they should entertain so ucious an 
opin'Jii of wch gieit pvtsrv to think any men soqu 'hfaed, 
should prcfoi m\ picsent advantage of fortune to the 
promises of eternal life and the menaces of < ternal damns 
tion The) nuv believe me could anything liaie tempted 
my youth, the ambition of the danger and difficulties in the 
late commotions had not been tbe least motives 

It is not without sen good reason, m rat opinion that 
the Church mtmdicN the pi onustuous, indiscreet, andirre 
x pi cut use of the holy and dmuo Psalms, with which the 
Holy Ghost inspired lung David IVe ought not to mu 
God in our action , but With the highest reverence and 
caution , that poesy is too holy to be put to no other us- 
than to everuse the lungs aud to delight our ears , it ought 
to come from the conscience, mid not from the tongue It 
is not fit that a prentice m his t-liop, amongst Inf vtiffl and 
fr.iolo.is thoughts, should be permitted to piss ram b”e 
time and divert himself with such sacred things Neither 
is it decent tv sec the Holi Book of the Loir mrstorre* of 
our belief tumbled up .md down a hall or a kitchen , thei 
were ioimerh tnystenes, but are now l>ecaDie sports and 
recreations ’Tis a book too serious nnd too vtmrable t-> 
he cursorily or slightly turned over the reading of the 
'-cYipture ought to be a temperate nnd premeditated act 
md to ninth men should aim is add this devout prefnet 
ritr Kin inrdii. prepanng cicn the body to =o lminble and 
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composed a gesture and countenance as shall evidence a 
particular veneration and attention Neithei is it a hoot 
for every one to fist but the studj of select men set ap irt 
foi that purpose and whom Almighty God has "been 
pleased to call to that office and sacred function the wicked 
and ignorant glow worse by it Tis not a story to tell but 
a history to revere fear and adore Aie not tliev then 
pleasant men who think they hare rendered tins fit for the 
people s handling by translating it into the vulgar tongue ■* 
Does the understanding of a, 11 therein contained only stick 
at words 5 Shall I venture to say fuxthei that by coming 
«o near to understand a little they are much wider of the 
whole 6copc than before A pure and simple ignorance and 
wholly depending upon the exfiosition of qualified poisons 
WV3 far more learned and salutary than this, vain and 
verbal knowledge which has only proved the nurse of 
temerity and presumption 

And I do farther lelicve that the liberty every one has 
taken to disperse the eaered wnt into so many idioms cvr 
ucs with it a great deal more of dauget than utility The 
Jews Mohammedans and almost all other peoples have 
rerenmtially espoused the language wherein thou mysteries 
were ffist conceived and have expressly and not without 
colom of reason forbidden the alteration of them into inv 
other Are we assured that in Biscay and m Brittmy Micro 
are enough competent judges of this affair to establish this 
translation into their own language ? The umrers il Church 
lias not a more difficult and solenm judgment to make In 
j reaching and speaking the interpretation is vtgiic fire 
mutable and of a piece by itself so tis not the same 
thing 

One of our Greek historians justly censures tho igc he 
lived in because the secrets of the Christian religion were 
dispersed into the hands of orcty mechanic to expound and 
irgue upon according to his own fane' and that vs c ought 
to be much ashamed we who bj God s e«j eual f iv our enjoy 
the p ire mysteries of ] ietj to suffer them to ho j rofane d by 
the ignorant rabble considering tint the Gentiles evj J'CbsIv 
fori ad Socrates Plato and the other gares to impure mlo 
or so nuich as to mention the things committed to the. 

piasts of Delphi and he Rare moreover tint the factions 
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of prunes upon theological subjects aie armed not with zeal 
but fury , that zeal springs from the divine wisdom and 
justice, and governs itself with prudent e and moderation, 
but degenerates into hatied and envy, pioducmg tares and 
nettles instead of com and wine when conducted by human 
passions And it was truly said by another, who, adi ising 
the Etuperoi Thedosius, told him, that disputes did not so 
much rorh the schisms of the Church asleep, ns it iou°ed 
and animated heresies , that, therefore, all contentions and 
dialectic disputations were to lx. a\ oided, and meu absolntr h 
to acquiesce in the picscuptions and formula!, of faith 
established by the indents And the Empeior Audromais 
hnviug ox eihcnid 1 * * * some groat men at high words m his 
pahep with L ipodius about a point of ours of great unpoi t- 
nnce, gave them so sex ere a check ns to threaten to cause 
them to be tlircmn into the nver if they did not desist 
The very women and children nowadays take upon them 
to lecture the oldest and most experienced men about the 
cctlcsi istical laws , whereas the hrst of those of Plato 5 for 
bids them to inqum so much as into tlic ti\ll laws, which 
wore to stand instead of divine ordinances and, allowing 
the old men to confer unongst themselxes or with the 
magistrate about those things he adds, proucleci it lie not 
in the presence of young or profane pormns 
A bishop ’ has left iu wilting that at the other end of the 
iroild there is in ,slo, by th» ancients railed Dioseordes ' 
abundautlx feitilc in nil sorts of trees and fruits, and of an 
exceediuglx healthful an , the inhabitants of which ate 
Cliustinus hating chuiches and iltars, only adorned with 
cresses without anv other images, great observers of fasts 
and feasts exact paters of tlieir tithes to the priests, md so 
chaste that none of them is permitted to have to do with 
more than one woman in Ins life , ’ as to the rest, so eon 

1 ^ kiulronicns Comnena, Su.pta°, 11 4, who, howe'er, mention* 

3 Laws, Book i 

1 0*orm-» Bi*liop of hibe*, author uf “ Do Reims liCstt* Lmm i 
mi cl is ncis I u itania 

* Sim 7oeotora 

5 W lint 0'Onus says i* that tin -c people only hail one w 


nfe a* 
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tent with their condition, that environed with the sea the; 
know nothing of navigation, and so simple that thei under- 
stand not one syllable of the religion ther profess and 
whuri m thev are so devout a thing incredible to such as 
do not know that the Pagans, who are 'o zealous idolaters 
know nothing more of ihar gods than their bare names and 
their statues The ancient beginning of ” hfenahppus," a 
tragedy of Eunpides, nn thus, 

" 0 Jupiter ' lor rhet name alone 

Of whit thon art to me is known 1 


I have also known in mv time some men’s writing® found 
fault with for being purely human and philosophical, with- 
out mr nurture of tbetdogi , and ret, with some show of 
reason it might on the contrary bo said that the divine 
doctrine, .is queen and legeut of the rest, better keeps lur 
state apart, that she ought to be sovcreisra throughout not 
subsidiary and suffmean. md that, pemdi enture, gram 
mat i cal, rhetorical, logical examples may chenhero be more 
fiiutnhlj chosen, as also the material foi the stage, games 
and public entertainments than from so 'acred a matter 
that divine reasons are considered with water veneration 
and attention by themselves, ind in tlmr own proper strio 
than when mixed with and adapted to human diMuurso , 
tbit is is a fault much more often observed th u the dm De- 
tente too hnm.inh than tint the humanists wntc not 
fheofogicaBr tnoutrli Pfujo-ophv, *ays> •**( Chnsostow 
Ins long been banished the holy srhool«. ns an handmaid 
alleg'd er u=clr«s anil thought unworthy to look, «o n»uh 
i= in pii=mj bv the door, into the sanctum of tlie boh 
treasures of the celestial doctrine tint the human wav of 
spe shine i<= of a much lower form and ouebt not to adopt 
for herself the disnitv and map sty of dmne 1 toque nti 
L- t who rill vcrbir imh’cq firafie 3 tall* “l fori une ilivtim, 
L(< id i nt good end «nl hip, and otfor suchlike jhrv«'« 
o cor ling to Ins own humour, I form' pari f rofnw F.incie 
irprely human and nun/ly ray own. and tbit sinijd' «“• 
human fmni and eepar-itclyccin'idi rc*1 net a» determined 


Pli 'iret Tmti- tn J/,u «* 12, 

* ‘ fn t B id-eijlw'v) 1'irgn',* 1 ’ ^r Ai <•' B n> 
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t>j any decree from heaven, incapable of doubt or dispute* , 
matter of opinion, not matter of faith , things whuhldis- 
course of according to my own notion 1 ?, not ns I bebei 0, 
according to God , after a laical, nnt eh ncal, and } ct aiwavs 
after a veiy religious niannei as children prepare then 
e\tiicises, not to instruct bat to bo instructed 
Aud might it not lie said, that mi edict enjoining all 
people but such os me pubhc protessors of divinity t« In, 
aer> reserved m writing of leligiou would earn - mtb it a 
aerj good colour of utiliti ind justice — and to me amongst 
the rest peradientuie, to Jmld my prating 3 I lute )aen 
told that even those who are not of our Church uei ei theless 
amongst themselves e\prcsslv forbid the name of God to ho 
used m common dihcourse, not so mmli e\eu by waj of m- 
terjection, evclunation, assertion ot a truth, or comparison , 
and I tluulc them m the rtght u]>ou what occasion soever 
we call upon God to nrrompnnv and ussist us, it ought 
always to lie done with the cieatost ie\ eienre and devotion 
There is, as I lemeriber, n passage m Xenophon where he 
tells us that we ought so much tlm more seldom to call upon 
God, by how much it is hard to compose om souls to such 
a degree of calmness, patience, md duration as it ought to 
be in at such a tune, otherwise our prxyeis me not onh 
rain and fruith ss but vicious * forgive us,” we say, our 
trespasses, as we tmgjve them that ticsposs against ns, " 
what do we mean bj this petition but tlint we proscut to 
God a soul lice from nil rancour and leicnge 0 And vet wc, 
make nothing of invoking God’s assistance m onr vices, and 
inntmg Him into our unjust designs 

" Qn.i , nisi sedactis, nwineas eomnuttere dnia , ’* 
the covetous man pravs for the conservation of his v.un and 
superfluous nclies , the ambitious for victon and the good 
conduct of Ins fortune , tbp thief calls Hun to Ins assistance, 
to deliver him fiom the dangers and difficulties that obstruct 
his wicked designs, oi returns Him thanks foi the facility 
he has met with m cutting a man’s throat , at the dooi of 
the house men are g o'ng to storm or bre“V into hr force of 

1 Which jou can only impart to the gods prnatel\ ’ — Pebsiis, 
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a petard, liter fall to prayers for success, tlieir intentions 
<md hopes full of crueltr, avanee, and lust 

‘ Hoc 'eitor, quo tn Jons aurem impellere tentas, 

Die at edam Staio proh Juppiter' olwne, daintt, 
Jnppiter •’ At non elv.net Juppiter ipse ” 1 

Marguerite Queen of Navarre, tells of a young prince, 
who though she does not name him. is easily enough by 
hi' great qualities to be known, who going upon an timorous 
a«?.i.jnfltion to he with an advocate's wife of Pans, his way 
thither being through a church, he never passed that holy 
place going to or returning from his pious exercise, but he 
always kneeled down to prav TYLt-rem lie would employ 
the Juice favour, his soul being full of sneh virtuous 
modi tu turns, I leave others to judge, which, neierthcle-s, 
®hc insUiucts for a testimony of cingula r devotion Bat 
this is not the onli proof we"luve that women are not very 
ht to treat of theological affairs 1 

A true prayer and religious reconciling of our elves to 
Almighty God cannot enter into an impure soul, subject it 
the very time to the dominion of Satan He who calls God 
to his assistance whilst in a course of vice does as if a cut- 
pur«e should call a magistrate to help him. 01 like thos< 
who introduce the name of God to the attestation of a lie 

“ Tioto mnh iota sn'urro 
Concipii/iON 1 

Them are few men who dtusf publish to the world the 
prayers they make to Ahnigbh God 

' Hand coin 1 - promptnm eit, inunnuniae, liunulc pic 
Tolliwc ik tenipln, ct apcrtovurrcioto ' * 


1 ** Tli't to i Idcli jn« xuitiht To pen-nub 
SjUiiu- Whtf wnnlf Jic 'as’ O Tin iter’ < ‘ 
iinanjiecn Think iou Jupiter liiiii^Jf T «ul’l i 
it' -I*H'll« u 21 


In tin If of t imeron 

\\ 1 noli Oaitto jinn'Mi'c 


“II l«Il^ till* I tool 


Til'll rfiiinliiiit. no min Cc. 


Ur i Ju-jKr<nr multi pnur- — I»H*' t 
i' ill Ciiiik sn at fi r i k rs inn* to 1 nr p 


nnut< r- out a the temple, atid lo {tile hi" vt li 
’w — I’n.'lL^n C 
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auJ iAis rs fie reason why the .Pvtliagoioins would haw 
tUcu always public stud board bv evcij one, to tlie end 
fltei might not prefer indecent 01 unjust i'ctili"us as tins 
man 

" f taro ijuuiu dixit, Ipaltu • 

Labia mm ct uictuuis aiulin I'ulcrn Lvmni 
Da •min /alien), 'la justum wicti’H'ja. ininr, , 

Noctem ppocatik, et fmnilituis olgice nuliem 1 
3*/ic gods sereu/y punished tbe wicked piaycis of CEdipws 
in granting them be had pfcvjcd tbit bis cbildien might 
f uiougst tfieuiseh>x determine tie succession t<> bis throne 
bj irni« and was so miserable as to sec himself taken at bis 
noi.l are not to pray that .ill things nuv go ,v wl 
w ould hat o them, but as most com nrrent ,1 ith piudeme 
ire seem, in truth, to mi to ti<e of oui pranrs as ot a 
bind of gibberish, and ns those do u bo einplov hob winds 
about soicenes and magic il operations, and is if as iec. 
boned tlm benefit tie aie'to reap from them is depending 
upon the contexture, sound, anil guiglt- of voids, oi upon 
the grave composing of the ouuutetrane Poi hiring tbe 
njuI i ontammated v ith eoneupicreucih ii"t totiebid with 
repentance, or comforted bv ant Into i eft .nulntum with God, 
we go to present Him such words is tlm meiuoiv suggests 
to the tongue, md liopi from thence to obtain tb<> remission 
of our sms There is nothing bo ensv, sweet nud so 
favourable, as the dime liw it (alls and mvitea us to her, 
gtimy and ubonmmblf as we aie , extends hei aims md 
receives us into h<>r bosom, fool md polluted ,is v at pre- 
bimt ait, and aie fin the future to Ik. i'»t then 111 retain, 
we no to look upon her with a. Tespeetful eve we .lie to 
receive this juidnu with all gratitude mo submission, 
.ni'l foi that instant at h ast, wherein we aildiess oui* 
selves to h* t, to hare the soul sensible d tlm iili ire bine 
committed md at enmity with those passions that vedueed 
us to offend her, neithei tlm gods .m. good men (siy® 
Plato ) mil accept tlm present of a wicked man 
1 ‘ lie hr*t exclaims aloud, f potto ’ Then gent tv moving tu= 
lip Eoarful to lie heard he muirour* 1) fan Laveina, giant me 
f-lcrt *0 deceive ard c^nt jet ill the «hde to npj-cir boh 
mil ni't hruuA mv siuswith night and urv fmnii-. vntli a «ihle 
cloud Horvct, Ap 1 lb o9 Lavtnuv \'f- the emhte s or 
tlnevn* , I vis, 1 ' 


372 


OF \&L 


[BOOK r 

Immums arm tetigifc mantis, 

Non stimptuosa llacdior hosfcn 
Mnllint at er*o 3 Penates 
Mrrepio et saliente mica ' 


CHAPTER tiYII 

OF AGE 

I cannot allow of the way in which we settle for ourselves 
the dnrntmn of nnr life I see that the sages contract it 
reir much in comparison of the common opinion '"hat 
said the votiDger Cato to those who would sta) his hand 
from tilling himself am I now of au age to he rqx oaeno 1 
that. I go out of the world too soon * ( And cot lie was 
hut eight and forte rears old 9 He thought that to ho a 
mature and advanced age considering how few arrjie tinlo 
it Aud such as mjo thing their thoughts with I know not 
what course of nature promise to themselves sohil u irs 
In > ond it conld they he privileged from the infinite H’ lm * er 
of arcnlcnts to which we are hi .a natnnl subjection ev 
posed thei might have some reason so to do What an idle 
or nice it. is if to expect to dio of a decai of strength nhicu 
i‘ the effect of extremist age iud to propose to our 11 !:!' *“* 
sliorter lease of life tlu.ii that considering it is a hmd of 
death of all others the most rare auJ verj s. ldom ,! oeii 
We call that onlr a natural death as if it were eontr iri 
to n dure to see a man breal Ins neck with a fab 
drm ned in slnpwrccl ho snatched awai with a jleiinM or 
the pi i me and as if our ordinan r. udifiou did net rxjiose 
us to these inconTemenn <• Let us no longer flat!' ro ,,r 
“clv-n with these fln<- nords we ought rather jirihcn 
turc to call tha* natnnl which i*. tren'Til conimou nfl * 
utuicr*al 

If a j ure hull touch 0 e altar tl e j i« oficrin,, « f «• wnall 
rate ati 1 n /cl* mail of sail r ill nm a *» the off n lei c "I 1 
iT*ct lallj tlan < r.fk .aenfc — iWiO 0 I in 21 I" 

I lot a t>Ii jtj ,itn c 'I 
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To ie o£ old age is a death rare, extruordinai y, and sin- 
gular, and, therefore, so much less natural than the others , 
’tis the last and extremest sort of d\mg and the more 
lemote, die less to be hoped for It is, indeed, the Lotirn 
beyond which we are not to pass, and which the Jaw ot 
intme has set as a limit not to be exceeded, but it is, 
withal, a privilege she is ran.lv seen to pro us ♦» last till 
then ’Tis a lease she onlj signs by particular favour, aud 
it may be to one only m the space of two or three ages, and 
theu with a pass to boot, to tour him through all tho 
trai erres and difficulties she lias strewed in the wav of tlus 
long career And therefore my opinion is, that when once 
forty years we should consider it as an age to which ven 
few an ire For seeing that men do uot ustnih jnoceed 
so far, it is n. sign that we are pretty well advanced, and 
61 UCC we have exceeded the ordin try bounds which is the 
pist measure of hfe, we ought not to expect to go much 
f uither, having escaped so main precipices of death, 
wheiemto we ha\e seen so many other men fall, we should 
acknowledge that so extraoi duiarv a fortune as that which 
has hitherto rescued us from those eminent peuls. and kept 
us alne bei ond. the ordmnry term of hi mg, is not likely to 
continue long 

'Tis a fault ui our verv laws to maintain this error these 
su-, tluta man is uot capable of managing his own estate 
till he be five-and twenty years old, whereas he will hai e 
much ado to manage his hfe so loug Augustus cut off 
five ) ears from the ancient Roman standard,' and declared, 
that thirty rears old was sufficient for a judge Semus 
Tulhus superseded the knights of above seven- aud-forty 
rears of age from the fatigues of war, 3 Augustus dis- 
missed them at forh -five , though metluuhs it stems a 
little unreasonable that men should be sent to the fireside 
till fhe-and-fiftj or sixtj years of age I should be of 
opinion that our vocation and employment should as far 
as possible extended for the public good I find the fault 
on the other side, that the\ do not employ us earh enough. 
This emperor was arbiter of the whole world at nineteen, 
aud yet would have a man to he thirty before lie could he 
fit to determine a dispute about a gutter 

1 Suetonius in i its c. 12. : Aulu= GelUus x 2S 
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For nu pari I believe oar cords are adult at trrenti as 
much, as they are ever Id e to ire and as capable thee as 
ever A soul that has not by that tune given evident 
earnest <>f its force and virtue mil never after come to 
pront The natural qualities and virtues produce what 
thei have ot vigorous and fine within that term or nevei 

m 1 capme non picqne quai d ini 
A pens quo picgna jamai 1 

as ther sav in Daupbioe 

Of nil the great human actions I ever heaid 01 lead of 
of what sort soever I have observed both tn former ages 
and our own more were performed before the age of thirtY 
than afh-r and this ofttmes vn the vorv lives of the same 
men Slav I nut confidently instance in tho^e of Hannibal 
and his great i oncuneut Scipio ; The better half of their 
lives thev lived upon the glory they had acquired in their 
vo nth great men after tis true m comparison of otbcr-> 
but by no means m onnrjrvnsrm of themselves As to mv 
own [arlieuhir I do certainly believe that since that age 
both mv understanding aud mv constitution have rather 
decayed than impiovod and retired rvtbei th.in advaueed 
Tis possible th-it with those who male the best use ot their 
tune 'knowledge aud experience miij increase with their 
ycato but vivacity promptitude steadiness aud otkor 
pieces of n« of much greater importance and much more 
essentially our own languish and decay 

X.1 1 jam 'all ill* cua.wvaluii e l vinbu* xvi 
Corj u® et obtuvis caeidemrit vmh is artus 
Clsu heat ingcnzuiu dclimt lin 0 oaque mcn=qnc 1 

Sometimes the body first submits to igo sometimes the 
mind md I have seen enougli who have got a weakness 
in their brains before either m their legs or stomach and 
by how much the more it is a disease of no great jwin to 
the sufferer and of obscure symptoms bo much greater is 

IF fh“ thorn riixnuot prick at it« birth twill hardly ever pncl 
it all , 

3 Wien once tlir* body s shaken 1 j the violence of tm e Hood 
and vigour ot! ogavav (be rndgnient .then aim halt* the tongue 
tnp and tl t rami do e — L\.t*Eiira m 4j3 



